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ALLEZ-UP KIDS CIRCUS MAD 





Those Kiddie Programs on the Air [COAST COLLECE 
Look Differently Than They Sound 








By RUTH MORRIS 


‘Good morning children. This is 
the Horn & Hardart Hour, coming 
to you over Station WABC. All the 
kiddies are here in the studio. 
Faces bright and shining, they are 
gager to entertain you.’ 

The unctuous untroubled voice of 
Paul Douglas carries the announce- 
ment to all the lit-tell kid-deees of 
radioland. But in his heart, Mr. 
Douglas doubts the all-rightness of 
the world. 

Outwardly calm, he wonders what 
expert devilment the little cherubs 
fn the studio will think up next. 
Tiny tots, darlings though they may 
be, have a way of getting underfoot 
when they volunteer their services 
to a radio hour that must be broad- 
@ast with clock-like precision. 

Twenty children, ranging from 

(Continued on page 40) 


BOAT’S FREE SHOW IN 
PORT AS SS. BALLYHOO 


test steamship attempts. to 
help business is producing shows 
@n board a liner moored in port. 
irst in New York was done last 
$veeck by the White Star line on the 
Britannic.’ 

No admish is charged for the 
@how, which is pretty much of a 
melange. Entertainment includes 
three films, dance orchestra, min- 
Strels and a fashion parade. Ex- 
hibits show products of the various 
fountries the different steamers 
@all on. Talkers are travelogs 
“And, of course, a travel talk and 
fecture is tossed in or on, 

Two-a-day, afternoons and eves. 


Cabaret’s ‘Wake’ 


Duluth, May 9. 

The St. Louis hotel, oldest cabaret 
fandmark and hostelry in the city, 
@lose® with a ‘wake’ and is in the 
Wreckers’ hands. 

Souvenir hunters were busy and 
e@bout every small article loose 
@bout the place was lifted. At the 
‘wake’ the famous low-ball game 
that was played there decades ago 
Was revived by the original play- 
ers. 











BUFFALO’S PROBLEM 
Buffalo, May 9. 


Correction 





Hollywood, May 9. 
‘Dinner Is Served’ played 
one week at tne Hollywood 
Playhouse, folding last Satur- 
day. Sign on the box office 
Monday read: 
‘Dinner Was Served.’ 














Fine points of etiquette in pre- | 

ibition enforcement are being in- 
Voked by enforcement officials. Ef- 
ft is to ascertain whether signs 





fm the local ball park reading, ‘In 
Canada It's G & W Four Roses’ 
@ni ‘In Canada it's Cosgraves—the 

est’ amount to Hquor advertise- 
Mente. 

Legal authorities insist that 
Neither whiskey or beer being men- | 
tioned, the ad is not a prohibition | 
Bifense. Decision by Washington | 
Officials being awaited. 


TALENT SCOUTS 
AVID FOR 
FINDS 


Talent scouts both for radio and 
pictures are hungry for new build- 
up possibilities. 

For Hollywood, it is hoped a 
new flock of talent will be devel- 
oped which will enable more op- 
tional extensions than have been the 
average in the past. Heretofore, 
too many have been dropped after 
the initial three or six month op- 
tions. The average retention rate 
for flicker purposes has been one 
out of three. 

Similarly, the air hopes to build 
up new personalities, chiefly 
through the medium of improved 
psychological spotting on the air. 
The general relief of the ether- 
waves’ congestion over the summer, 
when many commercials drop out, 
will afford better supper hour spots 
to plug new mike possibilities. 

Normally, the choicer night hours 
are contracted to commercials 
so that new talent must be 
sluffed off during the afternoon 
or morning open time. This does 
not afford the most advanta- 
geous public reception as during 
the period when the majority of 
households are assembled around 
the dinner table or thereafter. 








Indie Station Is Utilized 
To Plug Chain Programs 


San Francisco, May 9. 


New wrinkle in the sale of radio | 


time is being developed by KJBS, 
local indie. Station peddles spot 
announcements, or regular periods 
to national radio advertisers to plug 


their net work offerings which will 


reach the Coast over NBC and CBS. 





Pug’s Plugs 
Shapiro - Bern- 


(not 


Johnny ireen, 
stein’s pugilistic song plugger 


the songwriter), carries out his job. 


in a novel manner. 

Green offers to teach the 
leader for acts how to box or other- 
wise keep physically fit in return 
for a plug of one of his songs. 

Green still continues to fight pro- 
fessionally. 








TRAINS TYROS 


—_-——. 


Real Top’s Visit 
Unique Student Body on 
Coast to Frenzy of Am- 
bition—15 Girls in 2-Year 
Course, Spend 6 Hours a 
Day in Rigging 


Spurs | 





PLENTY OF DROPOUTS 





Los Angeles, May 9. 
Los Angeles, surfeited with trick 





band- | 


schools of all kinds, has a college 
that turns out about 40 acrobats 
yearly. There is no tuition fee, 
graduation takes two years and the 
curriculum embodies torn muscles, 
net bruises and hard work. School 
was founded by Jack Schaller and 
his father-in-law, Charles Vess. 
Former was for years Bel Thazer, 
a standard acrobatic act. Latter is 
a trainer. 

About 60 youngsters take the 
bumps every year. Elimination by 
parental objection, cold feet and 


(Continued on page 62) 


Parking Rules 
Attacked Over 
Bway's Plight 


A ‘Bring-Back-Broadway’ move- 
ment is afoot among the Main Stem) 
merchants, landlords and _ others 
who are complaining about the! 
stringent traffic rules °which alleg-| 
edly are the cause for Broadway's | 
backsliding. With the speeding up | 
of the traffic situation, an imme- | 
diate slack effect on the restaurants, | 
storekeepers et al. was felt. 

It is also contended the springing | 


(Continued on Page 51) 











Drys Touring Amateurs 
In ‘10 Nights’ Thru Minn. 


Minneapolis, May 9. 

As a means of fighting the wets, 
the Anti-Saloon League of Minne- 
sota is organizing groups of Minne-| 
apolis adolescents into casts to pre-| 
sent ‘Ten Nights in a Barroom’| 
throughout the state. Companies 
will be headed by professionals and 
semi-pros, but the bulk of the play- | 





| 








lers will comprise amateurs. 

Troupes are being booked into 
nearly every small town in the state. | 
The old temperance drama will be 
| staged in a strictly serious vein, the 
performances to be under auspices 
fof local churches or civic clubs. 





in further 


Boats Will Use 


$10 ‘Mothers’ 


Four elderly legit character 
women, obtained through 
Equity by a New York agent, 
drew $10 each last week for 
three days’ work as a ballyhoo 
for Mother’s Day. 

The four women, in old- 
fashioned attire, posed at spin- 
ning wheels in_ stationery 
stores. 


LEGIT B. 0. MEN 
SIGHT HINTS 
OF TURN 


Some box office men are pointing 
to what may be an indication of 
improved business for legit shows. 
These attaches are not without 
standing in show business as 4 
barometer through contact with 
people of average spending capabil- 
ity indicated in a number of direc- 
tions. 

The B. O. boys first noted what 
they think may be a turning point 
about six weeks ago. It had been 
commented upon among. them- 
selves throughout the season that 
the average person grumbled at 
paying $3 a ticket even for the hits. 


(Continued on page 47) 


Bermuda’s Harlem 


Bermuda is going to try a Har- 
lem of its own. First step will be 
an outdoor theatre in what is 
known as the Midtown section of 
the islands, heavily populated by 
Negroes. Belief is that this may 
lead to cafes for the colored trade 
invoking the Harlem- 
esque touch, 

Depending largely on _ tourist 
trade, eventual intention may be to 
attract the white visitors the same 
as in uptown New York. 

New theatre opens May 23. New 
York representatives of Reed Hall, 
who operates the Hamilton theatre, 
Bermuda, are arranging for colored 


























| stage attractions. 


Skating Marathon 


A roller skating marathon super- 
sedes in New York the many dance 
marathons. First skate endurance 
contest is being put on 
Cortland Park starting Sunday (15) 


| with a prize of $1,000 to the winner 
Plans are for the endurance run to | 


last six weeks. 

Earle Van Horn, of the vaude- 
ville skating team of Van Horn and 
Inez, and Elaine and Hopper, com- 
edy team, are behind the derby. 


in Van, 


\Short Cruises Good Summer Break: 


Around 600 Actors 


o 





There are no less than .70 short 
cruises already scheduled for this 
summer by ocean lines which in 
other seasons would ply the Atlan- 
tic to foreign ports. All will carry 
professional entertainers as last 


season when there were 30 such 
trips to Bermuda, Halifax and any- 
where. 

Havana will be included as a des- 
tination by some boats this sum- 
mer. These pleasure cruises range 
from four to nine days with rates 
‘way down. The steamship com- 
panies have adopted the idea be- 
cause bookings for Europe indicate 
a drop of 60% from last summer, 
and that semester was far from 
normal for travel. - 

With musicians a part of each 
unit, the average number of persons 
aboard the boats for show purposes 
will average around 20 or 30 profes- 
sionals under salary through the 
summer. A specialist in booking 
this type of work estimates that no 
less than 600 performers, not 
counting musivians, will be so oc- 
cupied. One specification is that 


(Continued on page 47) 


Unions Marching 
For Show Biz in 
N. Y. Beer Parade 


Representation of show business 
in Mayor Walker's New York beer 
parade Saturday (14) will mostly 
be confined to theatrical unions, all 
of which will take part in some 


manner or other, and to individ- 
uals from the show field who feel 
like marching for the cause. 

While suggestion was made that 
the film industry participate, invok- 
ing exhibitors and other branches, 
plus the appearance of stars, the 
film business will not take action. 

Attitude of the theatrical unions 
|in backing the drive for beer is 
that visitors would thus be at- 
tracted to New York and hotels 
and theatres would be benefited. 
The I. A. T. S. E. is unofficially 
for the move, but leaves the mat- 
ter strictly up to its locals. Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, 
through Local 802, will provide two 
bands and marchers, while the 
operators union, 306, will have a 
band of 60 and over 1,000 men in 
the parade. Operators are calling 
a special meeting to vote on the 
|matter and set an appropriation to 
cover the expense, 

While the Central Trades and La- 
bor Council, over all unions in New 
| York City, recommended participa- 
| tion, the Stagehands’ Local, No. 1, 
did not have time to pass on the 
|matter at its last meeting. No. 1 it- 
| self, says an Official, is unalterably 
for beer in the belief it would pep 

up show business, as is the general 
| belief of all showmen. 
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Bickford, Hollywood's ‘Bad Boy,’ Talks 


Because He Has Opinions—And Cash 


. Hollywood, May 9. 
Charles Bickford, Hollywood's so- 
called ‘Bad that 


Boy,’ says as long 


as his garages, whaling ships, wom- 
an’s wear shop and hog ranch re- 
turn profits he’s not worrying about 
what the producers think of him. 
He also 


various interests in the same man- 


states that if he ran his 


ner as the producers run their's, 
he probably 


compelled to 


would be willing or 
work for the pro- 
ducers. 

Bickford recently had a contract 
Universal which 
He didn’t 
sign the ticket because, he claims, 


handed him by 


called for three pictures. 


the studio refused to let him select 
the stories after they had promised 
to do so. Bickford isn't mad at 
Universal. He declares U treated 
him well enough and isn’t to be 
blamed for wanting to select the 
stories, but, the actor says, he 
knows more about yarns than the 
guy at Universal, who was going 
to do the selecting. 
Talking 


3ickford has done plenty of talk- 
ing in Hollywood. It is claimed 
that he talked himself out of Metro 
inte his garage across the street. 
He’s still talking, but now of pro- 
ducing his own pictures. 

He figures that the pictures he 


makes will be successes. If they're 
crows, then, Bickford says, the 
studios can laugh at him and he 


will admit that he’s been gabbing 
through his hat for years. 

Bickford is currently looking for 
stories: He knows that he knows 
more about Bickford and what he 
can do than any studio executive 
he’s. ever run across..\ His pictures, 
he claims, will be produced for a 
fraction of what a major studio 
would spend on a similar tyne fea- 
ture, and he’s not handicapped by 
relatives—which are his pet peeve. 

Frank Fay made an indie picture, 
too. 





Long Cruise 


Dos Angeles, May 9. 

Mary Astor left here on her hus- 
band’s yacht to cruise Hawaiian 
waters for six months. 

Heading first for Tahiti, actress 
will make Honolulu late in the sum- 
mer to provide an Arnerican birth- 
place for her expected baby. 





Lewis Selznick Collapses 


Hollywoed, May 9. 
Lewis J. Selznick, father of Dave 
and Myron, collapsed Saturday (7) 
and was rushed to the hospital. His 
condition is serious though the 
nature cf the illness is not reported. 





FAIRBANKS DOCKS 


San Francisco, May 9. 

Doug Fairbanks and entourage 
docked here Thursday (5) after a 
South Seas filming, expedition. In 
the party were Mafia’ Alba, William 
Farnum, Tom Geraghty, Edward 
Sutherland, Mrs. Ajléen Bauer, Wal- 
ter Pohlman and his Tabitian bride. 

Up from Hollywood to meet the 
group were Mary Vickford, Gwynne 
Pickford, Mrs, F. EF. Benson and 
Clarence Erici-sen. 


MAY ROBSON’S CONTRACT 
Holywood, May 9. 
Metro has .given.-May Robson a 
term contract...Studio also obtains 
options on about 20 plays Miss Rob- 
son owns. 


These scripts are suited to her or 


Marie Dressler. 





Freedman Drives East 
Hollywood, May 9. 

Phil Freedman, Universal caster 
Who resigned, left here yesterday 
(8), by auto for a month’s vacation 
in New York. 

On his return he will make a new 
connection 











THE MORE YOU KNOW, 
THE FEWER YOUR COM- 
PETITORS ARE. 





MR AND MES. J4CK NORWORTH 
150 West 44th Street 
New York 














& 
Newsreels Drop Speaks 





Hays office is barring all in- 
terior views of speakeasies for 
newsreels. One reason given 
is that the picture business 
doesn’t want to embarras the 
prohibition administration. Of- 
ficially, the Hays Production 
Code is held up as the barrier 
in this respect. y 

Explanation is that features, 
where the plot requires, can 
show speaks and booze be- 
cause they are essentially fic- 
tion. But a real speak, and 
described as such, is out. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


Now Appearing at Grauman’s 
Chinese Theatre, Hollywood, 
California 

Jimmy Starr in the Los Angeles 
“Herald Express” said, “Blase and 
jaded Hollywood was snapped bolt 
upright with the appearance of Will 












































JOLSON’S ‘WONDER BAR’ 
AS FILM FOR SCHENCK 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Al Jolson and United Artists are 
dickering on a picture version of 
‘Wonder Bar.’ Jolson show has been 
mentioned frequently as a- screen 
possibility, but this time it looks 
like the two sides will get together, 
Jolson to be in on a percentage. 
‘Wonder Bar’ would be produced 
after Jolson completes ‘Hallelujah, 
I'm A Bun,’ his first U.A. film. 
William Anthony McGuire will be 
assigned to work on this picture. 
McGuire is under personal contract 
to Schenck. 





COLUMNISTS’ SHORTS 


Sobol’s 2 Series, Sholsky’s ‘Tin 
Types’ and Kenny’s Interviews 








Frank Seltzer and Louis Sobol, 
more or less of a row over Sobol’s 
new contract with Universal for a 
series of 13 shorts. Seltzer may try 
to enjoin the columnist from doing 
the U series although these shorts 
are of a different nature. 

Seltzer’s deal with Sobol is for 
a newsree’; tie U-Sobol shorts are 
‘Down Memory Lane’ from his col- 
umnizing. Sobol has done one each 
for both Seltzer a-4d U and contends 
that Seltzer has stalled him since 
last October, after making only one, 
and doesn’t believe it’s equitable 
that he be halted from entering into 
any further screen activity pending 
Seltzer’s next move. 

"Sidney Skolsky, the New York 
‘Daily News’ tintyper and columnist, 
may also do his ‘Tintypes’ as a 
series of shorts. There are a couple 
of deals. pending for these, Mare 
Lachmann handling negotiations. 
Idea is for interviews with his sub- 
jects, Skolsky i» 4d the off-screen 
voicing. Depends on a microphor? 
test the columnist is making this 
week, primarily for a radio contract. 
Otherwise somebody will ghost- 
voice for the shorts. 

Nick Kenny, N. Y. ‘Mirror’ radio 
columnist, has a similar idea of 
shorts currently with Universal, but 
more or Jess straight interviewing. 





Cooper Balks 


Hollywood, May 9. 
»' Paramount has already encount- 
éred its first casting problem since 
announcing its new program line- 
up. -It concerns Gary Cooper balk- 
ing at being included in the next 
Tallulah Bankhead picture. 

Cooper is said to feel that while 
the script may be all right for Miss 
Bankhead it doesn’t suit him, and 
| he'd like another assignment. 





CAMERALESS 
Holywood, May 9. 

Warners is dropping Helen Bar- 
clay after three months. She is the 
wife of McClelland Barclay, illus- 
trator, and is known as the ‘Fisher 
Body Girl.’ 

Miss Barclay never received as- 
signment. 





Arlene Ware on Coast 
Hollywood, May 9. 
Arlene Ware (Ahlberg), from 
‘Vanities, arrived this morninz 
(Monday) to start serving on a Fox 
contract. 
Not as yet assigned a picture. 


Newell’s M-G Paper 
David Newell, who has done some 
picture work on the Coast, goes to 
Metro, 
He starts 
paper and 


with a_e six 
options. 


months 


the N. Y. ‘Journal’ columnist, are in | © 


Mahoney, New York’s best show- 
stopper. Mahoney panicked ’em. 
He wowed ’em. The once digni- 
fied patrons yelled and applauded 
| With sincere and unsuppressed de- 
light at this marvellous comedian.” 





Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





U Will Produce : 
Best Ones First 
in Weeding Try 


Universal City, May 9. 

Only the top half-dozen stories on 
| Universal's 1932-33 list, in point of 
jadjudged box office’ possibilities, 
will be produced during the summer 
jin the hope of putting out a series 
lof hit pictures as a starter for 
business in the fall. 

It is the studio’s idea to put off 
doubtful stories until later and 
eliminate them entirely if better 
substitutes can be found. This is 
in line with Hollywood’s present 
feeling that if a story is weak it 
shouldn't be made. 

Trim Story Dept. 

Oversized story department which 
Universal assembled to set all 
stories for 1932-33 in advance will 
be trimmed down. Nearly a dozen 
writers have left in recent weeks. 
Latest to go off the payroll are Wil- 
liam McGrath, Dwight Taylor and 
Richard Carroll. Rest of the de- 
partments will also be whittled al- 
though not to the extent of the 
scenario department. 

Difficulty of selling the $35,000 to 
$40,000 units' in the Whirlwind 
series of 10 has caused the abandon- 
ing of this cheap group. Only two 
were made, one being good enough 
to be sold on U’s regular program. 











Henry Henigson, studio business 
manager, was to supervise the 
series. 





Sherman’s Radio Final 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Lowell Sherman will be washed 
up at Radio following ‘Truth About 
Hollywood,’ in which he is acting. 
;Sherman has been at the studio 
two years on an acting-directing 
contract. 





Jim Tully Due East 
‘Jim Tully arrives in New York 
next Sunday (15) to gather material 
for a story on city. life. 
‘He will remain east indefinitely. 


SAILINGS 


‘May 28 (Paris to New York), Wal- 
ter Morosco, Martin Hermann, Fred 
Ullman (Leviathan). 

May 21 (Naples to New York) 
W. R. Sheehan, Sol Wurtzel, Jack 
Stone (Saturnia). 

May 21 (New York to London), 
Sam Eckman (Bremen). 

May 14 (London to New York), 
George Kann (Bremen). 

May 12 (New York to Hamburg), 
Gibson Gowland, Z. J. Kaegue (Eu- 
ropa). 

May 12 (New York to Madrid) 
Tom Kilpatrick (Europa). 

May 11 (New York to Paris) Mr. 
and Mrs. John Byram (New York). 

May 11 (New York to Berlin), 
Joseph Freedman (Europa). 

May 6 (New York to Edinburgh), 
Richard Watts (Milwaukee). 

May 4 (London to New 
Maxellos (Paris). 

May 4 (New York to Paris) Mau- 
rice Schwartz, R. S. Aldrich (Beren- 
| garia). 





York), 
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Gruesome Route 





Los Angeles, May 9. 
Accompanying home a corpse 
has helped at least a dozen 
stage players in recent months 
to have their fare paid back 
to New York. On shipment of 
bodies railroad rules are that 
some person must go along. 
By arrangement with Equity 
the railroads provide finan- 
cially pressed actors who want 
to reach New York with two 
tickets, one for himself and 
one for the coffin. Recent in- 
stance was that of player who 
accompanied a body to Boston 
and then bought a ticket to 
New York. 











ZUKOR-HERTZ SETTLE 
VON-DIETRICH ROW 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Paramount’s suspension of Josef 
Von Sternberg and Marlene Dietrich 
has been rescinded, and the director 
is working on the script of ‘Blonde 
Venus.’ He is incororating portions 
of his previous script and of that 
ordered by B. P. Schulberg which 
Von Sternberg and Dietrich origi- 
nally refused to accept. 

Amicable adjustment was brought 
about by Adolph Zukor and John 
Hertz, who took matter out of 
Schulberg’s hands. Von Sternberg 
issued an edited statement that he 
still believes a director has the right 
to refuse material he considers un- 
suitable, but inasmuch as test of 
this right would consume many 
months it would be unfair to Miss 
Dietrich, who would meanhwile be 
kept off the screen. 





NO HURRY 


Chaplin Won’t Start Film Work 
Until 1933 





Hollywood, May 9. 
Charles Chaplin will probably loaf 
for the rest of 1932 and not start 


his next picture until 1933. Come- 
dian has no stories set, although 


he has half kiddingly said he would 
do a film based on the world’s eco- 
nomic crisis. 

, Chaplin is due in Japan this week, 
where he will make arrangements 
for the release of ‘City Lights.’ 
United Artists has no deal to dis- 
tribute ‘Lights’ in the Far East. 

Actor is expected home within 
two months. Through his office here 
he has bought a half dozen Olympic 

Games tickets and a new motor- 
boat. 





Fox-Hawks Suits 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

Fox Film Corp, has brought suit 
against Howard Hawks for $4,000 
balance ona $5,000 note the director 
and his wife signed in December, 
1928. 

Suit is in Superior Court. Hawks 
has a claim against Fox in Federal 
Court for $65,000 compensation on 
two pictures he had been contracted 
for and wasn't permitted to make. 





SAUNDERS-KNAPP DROPPED 
Hollywood, May 9. 


Metro is dropping Margaret 


Knapp, featured player, and John} 


Monk Saunders, writer. Both had 
options but Metro is not exercising 
them. 

Each joined the studio last De- 
cember. 


a — 


MOORE-METRO ON BRINK 


Holywood, May 9, 
Colleen Moore and Metro were ex- 
pected to sign this afternoon (Mon- 
day). First picture under a term 
contract will probably be with Wal- 
lace Beery in a Soviety story. 


Diane Sinclair’s First 
Culver City, May 9. 
First film part for Diane Sinclair, 
stage ingenue, under her Metro con- 
tract is in ‘Public Life,’ featuring 
Lionel Barrymore. 
Nils Asther will be the heavy. 








Ingenue’s Break 
Hollywood, May 9. 
Gloria 
of the ingenues recently imported 
by Warners who gets a lead. 
She will be opposite Joe FE. Brown 
in ‘You Said a Mouthful,’ Catalina 
Island swim yarn. 





Sam Jaffe Goes Home 
Sam Jaffe left for the Coast Tues- 
day (3). Paramount studio exec 
was east on his annual visit. 


Shea, radio singer, is first | 


Garbo Imitators 
Still Trying to © 
Tag First Base. 


Hollywood, May 

Trunk packing of Greta 
who departs for Europe in a few 
weeks, brings out that none of the 
army of actresses brought here to 


Carha 
ral NO, 


ape her has succeeded in films, 
Marlene Dietrich, compared at first 
with Miss: Garbo, came here from 


Germany and is adjudged to have 
had a screen personality of her own,” 
Majority of the ‘Garbo types’ who” 
have. been given buildups are nowr: 
forgotten women. Several have had, 
a doubtful success, a few are still 
uneertain, but most failed. Studios 
found it as futile to attempt to copy 
a star as it is to copy a successful: 


picture. This doesn’t mean that 
they will stop trying. 
Those Still In 
Elissa Landi is one of those 
brought here, presumably on the 
Garbo theory, and is still in pic-« 
tures. Tala Birell is another, Uni- 


versal intending to give her every 
chance at a buildup. Gwili Andre, 
at Radio, and Sari Maritza, at Para- 
mount, are now getting half-hearted 
ballooning. Margaret Knapp, Nora 
Gregor and Olga Tschechowa are 
others. Plenty more are forgotten. 
Most were handicapped because of 
bad accents. 

Tallulah Bankhead, successful be- 
fore coming here, is not considered 
a Garbo type by Hollywood, al- 
though publicized in some places as 
such, 
| Miss Garbo will leave her stamp 
on Hollywood. Half the leading 
women in pictures have copied her 
style of hair, walk, stance and other 
characteristics. 





Reason for Wellman’s 
Realistic Fight Stuff 


Aired by Actors’ Ire 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Steaming up of actors about to 
participate in fight scenes, so that 
they will turn in realistic action, is 
arousing the ire of the participants. 
They usually emerge with bruises 
and bumps in the director's efforts 
to provide a better battle than that 
historic acme of all picture fights, 
‘The Spoilers.’ 

Latest case where injuries were 
sustained was in ‘Mud Lark,’ at 
Warners, when George Brent and 
Lyle Talbot were both hors de come 
bat following their fistic argument. 
Director William Wellman has @ 
reputation among actors regarding © 
fight sequences. In this case both 
Prent and Talbot were newcomers” 


xy 


Priming 

It is said that just before the 
take, Wellman often takes one of 
the participants aside and tells him 
‘that the other fellow can’t fight and 
therefore mix it strongly to furnish 
a good scene. Then he goes to the 
opposite corner and whispers in the 
opponent’s ear that he had better | 
put up a good showing or else he'll | 
be annihilated by his adversary. 
Both men go at it in a manner, 


=, tee 


’ 
highly satisfactory to the director , 
but plenty hard on their own pans 
and bodies. ; 





Suit Over ‘Valiant’ 


;Jack Larric, author, is suing Fox 
Films, Holworthy Hall and Robert 
Middlemass in New York for $59.- 
000, claiming infringement on @ 
one-act play he wrote called ‘The 
Denial.’ Larric is represented by 
Edward Clarke of O’Brien, Malevin- 
sky & Driscoll. 

Claim against Hall and Middle- 
mass is that a collaboration by 
them, titled ‘The Valiant,’ infringed 
on Larric’s work. ‘Valiant’ was re- 
jleased by Fox in 1929 under that 
| name. 

Latest use_of the Hall-Middlemass 
| script is by Bert Lytell in a repeat 
|vyaude tour with the sketch. 


| CLOSE CAREWE’S CASE 











Dallas, May 9. 
Marking the end of a lengthy 
siege of legal entanglements, city 
dads decide Edwin Carew’'s local 





garbage disposal plant is a dead 
issue. 

Which looks like wings for the 
investment handled throvgh the 
| Biltmore Conservation Co., Los An- 


j geles. 


and unaware of the situation. 7% 
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CARBO TALKING 
OVER NEW DEAL 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Harry Edrin: ton, Garbo’s man- 
ager, is talking over a new deal 


with Metro, actress either to re- 


main now or return to Metro after 


a’ vacation in Sweden. Deal, if 
closed, will also probably see Ed- 
ington back on that lot. Consum- 


mation is likely as M-G is believed 
virtually laying the studio at Gar- 
bo’s feet. 

Garbo is 
retakes are required on 
feature, ‘As You Desire 
fore possibly buying 
tickets 


waiting to see if 
her last 
Me,’ be- 
railroad 


now 


Copenhagen, May 9. 

Garbo 
shown up. 
lives here. 

Local newspaper printed a yarn 
that Garbo has been tied up by Ufa, 
contract to start at expiration of 
her present Metro agreement. 

Inquiries of her brother, who ad- 
mits to being the Swedish star’s 
only intimate, led nowhere. Says 
he doesn’t know whether she intends 
leaving America, getting married, or 
awitching her studios affiliations, 


JOLSON’S $15,000 AND % 
IN COAST PCT HOUSES 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

Al Jolson opens at the Fox, San 
Francisco, May 30, for $15,000 and a 
spit over the house average. He 
follows with the Fox, Oakland, for 
$12,500 and a split. 

State, Los Angeles, and several 
other dates have been booked to fol- 
low. Bill Perlberg of the local Will- 
iam Morris office agented. 


sphinx number two has 
It's Greta’s brother, who 











COAST RUNOUTS 


Ex-Hollywood Yes-Men Make Good 
in Art 





Hollywood, May 9. 

Ernest Levelle, formerly an as- 
@istant director with Harold Beau- 
dine, has switched definitely to art. 
He's been illustrating for a couple 
of years, and now figures on going 
to London to extend his studies. 

Follows in the footsteps of Buck- 

‘y MacGurrin, who romped from 
Hollywood after assisting on ‘The 
Sea Hawk’ for Frank Lloyd, and 
now exhibits in one or two Paris 
Salons yearly, 

A Hollywood producer, shopping 
for art in Paris, looked over Mac- 
Gurrin’s stock, learned he had been 
& director's aide, and backed out 
pronto. Two weeks later the 
French government bought one of 


the ex-assistant director’s can- 
vVasses, 

Incidentally John Weld, Paris 
literatius whose ‘Gun Girl’ got a 


Robert McBride label, was a stunt 
man in Hollywood a few years ago. 





20 FOR $10,000 
Hollywood, May 9. 

First shipment of polo ponies, 20 
of them valued at $10,000 bought in 
Chile by Hal Roach and due here 
May 12. 

Roach bought the batch during 
his recent South American tour 
with Arthur Loew. 


‘Whitey’ Moves Up 
Holly wood, May 9. 
Fdmund Anthony Brown, proto- 
type of ‘Whitey’ in the novel ‘Queer 
People,’ has been made a member 
of the lox writing staff. 
He was a reader in the same 





de- 








Tartment for one week 
Bennett in ‘Year’ 
Hollywood M iv a. 

T. ila Rer nert gets her n igir al 
RtA part in the film version of 
Bipct W 

i Year at Fox. 

‘tt Morris office spot ed 
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Caesar’s Troubles 


Hollywood, May 9. 
slipped Arthur Caesar 
a sizeable bill for the upkeep 
of his polo pony (he'll make 
that plural if you ask him) and 
the total was sufficient to elicit 
a stroll to the stable from the 
portly equestrian. 

And all for a gag, for when 
he reached the animal parking 
spot he merely stuck his head 
in the door and hollered. 

“Hey, why don’t you stop 
feeding those horses caviar?’— 


They 





and ran. 











Depositors Sheet 
Given Hollywood 
Benefit Revenue 


May 9. 
Originally planned as a benefit for 

the destitu’ = 

funct Guaranty 


Hollywood, 


depositors of the de- 
3uilding and Loan 
Association of Hollywood who lost 
$8,000,000 throv-": the 
of Gilbert Beesmeyer, president, the 
affair held in the Philharmonic Au- 
ditorium last week became side- 
tracked to where it became a benefit 
fo> a publication known as _ the 
‘Guaranty Bulletin.’ 

‘Bulletin’ is the official organ of 
the Guaranty Depositors Restora- 
tion Organization which is trying 
to have the state declarei respon- 
sible for the debacle because the 
state superintendent of banks had 
failed to audit the loan company’s 
books over a period of eight years. 

When the benefit was first sug- 
gested it was presumed the proceeds 
would go to those depositors who 
were in need. Restoration organi- 
zation discovered that if such a 
benefit were staged a state law 
would prohibit diversion of any por- 
tion of reven to the ‘Bulletin.’ 
B.leving that the greater good 
would come of having a state law 
passed making the state responsible 
for the Guaranty’s failure through 


defalcations 


negligence, th2 benefit was staged 
for the ‘Bulle ir.’ 
Runouts 
Dr. Harr. Finkel, president of the 


Restoration Organization, was the 
guiding spirit. Finkel, also editor 
of the ‘Bulletin,’ made the mistake 
of running the affair himself. He 
also passea up the picture people 
who lost in the Guaranty and went 
after digerent names. 

Believing that a ‘yes’ from a pic- 
ture name meant he would appear 
at the benefit, he went his way. 
Result was that none of the stars 
billed to appear some time ago got 
to the affair. John P. Medbury, 
Florence Lake, Zelda Santley, Burr 
McIntosh and Eddie Peabody were 
the only names present. 

Others were local talent with ex- 
ception of the line from a Fanchon 
& Marco unit. 

Attendance was fair with the 
gross running around $2,500 of 
which about $1,200 was expenses. 

Finkel unknown here a year ago 
has become ite a name in Holly- 
wood through his activities and the 


‘Bulletin’ which is circulated 
throughout Hollywood. Paper 


threatens to become a factor in the 
community and may switch to a 
political publication before long. 





Present circulation is around 10,000 
weekly. 
. . 
Lubin Waits 
Hollywood, May 9%. 
Arthur Lubin, Broadway legit 
producer who came out here to pro- 
duce legit plays in Pasadena to be 
backed by Fox, hasn't been given 
the word to shoot vet. He has been 
here about three weeks 
Lubin came west with Al Lewis 
|} story head, and had four plays ap- 
proved for produ tion by the studio 
Deal was to show then it Pasa- 
dena ind, if warranting make 
hem into i ires with 


Proadwat 
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NOUS IN DRWE 


FILM aT 


Gov. Names Comm. and All 
Mayors In on Drive—Big 
Meeting in Orlando Last 
Week — Train Load of 
Comparative Charts on 
California 


—_—_——- + 
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‘IT’S NEARER N. Y.’ 


Jacksonville, May 9. 

A state wide movement to bring 
picture production to Florida is 
underway. And those who think 
Flordia is kidding haven't got the 
local spirit of the thing. 

In the past years there have been 
feeble attempts to attract producers 
but the state was either too busy 
blowing up a real estate boom, or 
too sick watching it deflate to make 
a concerted effort. Now they’re all 


hot as the weather to steal some 
of California’s production. 
Governor Carlton recently ap- 


pointed a committee to organize 
state-wide action. Prominent on the 
committee is Mayor Alsop, of Jack- 
sonville, well known to show busi- 
ness for his leadership against 
theatre admission tax and censor- 
ship. As far back as 1925 or 1926 
Alsop was the guest speaker at 
Paramount’ts national convention. 
In campaign speeches Alsop often 
refers to himself as ‘politician and 
showman.’ He says *..e latter term 
as if he meant it. 

Others on the committee are C. H. 
Reeder, former mayor of Miami; 
Trenton Collins, President Florida 
West Coast Asso., W. W. Rose, 
Chairman Florida Reai Estate 
Commission, Hal Thompson man- 
aging director Florida Collier coast 
hotels and a flock of mayors and 
real estate men. 

Hold Big Meeting 


At a meeting held in Orlando 
last Friday (6) the mayors of most 
of leading Florida cities were pres- 
ent with prominent leaders from 
all over the state to discuss plans. 
Florida wants film studios and will 
do almost anything to get them. 
They talk of free sites, financial 
help for indepenuents, special plane 
service, real estate promotion 
schemes in which production com- 
panies can share, and anything else 
a Florida promoter can think of. 

Florida lives on tourist money. 
There will be more of it if the 
glamour of studios can be added. 

What has California got that Flor- 
ida cannot offer the film producers? 
It will take a freight train to get all 
the comparative charts up to 
Broadway and Seventh Avenue. 
The big argument is the proximity 
to Broadway. Why travel across the 
continent when Florida is only 25 
hours away. And when plane ser- 
vice improves it will be no farther 
around the corner from FProadway 
than—prosperity. 

The state is plenty excited about 
it all and promoters are loosening 
tonsils that have had no exercise 
of late. ‘We took the orange and 
citrus fruit trade from California 
because we are nearer the east, 
now watch us take the studios’, is 
the way one speaker closed his ora- 
tion and Hollywood Boulevard must 
have heard the resultant shout 
from the assembled Floridians. 





U AFTER WINCHELL 


On Basis of $75,000 For One Film 
—Columbia Offered $50,000 


May 8. 
for a rest 


Holly wood, 
Walter Winchell, here 


is being strongly pursued by Uni- 
versal for its story on press chat- 
terers. Figure is supposed to be 
around $75,000. 

Columnist is dealing direct with 
the studio and not through an 
agent Columbia has also made 
Winchell an offer of $50,000, but he 
is understood to have asked $1990,- 


FLORIDA ISN'T KIDDIN 











‘Babe’ Bow’s Critic 


Searchlight, Nev., May 9. 

Clara Bow has been coming 
in here from Rex Bell's ranch, 
Six miles away, for an after- 


noon game of baseball with the 
kids on the sand lot She,.can 
usually draw a crowd of five or 


six, but they would probably 
come anyway. The kids call 
her Babe Bow. 

Bartender, who serves as 


umpire, was asked about Miss 
Bow’s ability as a player. Eye- 
ing the actress as he wiped the 


ball on his apron, the saloon 
keep said, ‘To us here in 
Searchlight, she looks kinda 


outa proportion.’ 
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Must Have Self 
Respect, Cagney 
Sez; Scribe Now 


Hollywood, May 9. 
James Cagne-’s salary fight with 


Warners is to preserve his self 


according to the actor. 


the big 
other stars, $1,400 per week is office 
boy’s pay although these other 
names haven't been outdrawing 
him, he says. 

Cagney has paid off his landlord 
and leaves Wednesday (11) on a 
motor trip to the Canadian Rockies. 
He will sail for England and out of 
Warners legal scope to slap an in- 
junction on him, with Geo. Frank, 
his manager. Frank will attempt 


respect, 


Compared to incomes of 


to line up personal appearances 
abroad. 
Actor rebel is writing a book 


about Hollywood and himself, 


U’s Story of Buildup 
For Who’s Girl Getting It 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Development of a foreign actress 
into stardom, similar to careers of 
Greta Garbo and Marlene Dietrich, 
will be the topic of ‘Broken Dreams 
of Hollywood,’ Universal's contribu- 
tion to the Hollywood cycle. Tala 
Birell, U’s own foreigner who is 
getting a buildup routine, is to do 
the lead. 

Story is being rewritten by Tom 
Buckingham to fit Miss Birell. It 
is an original by Richard Schayer 
and Ben Orkow. 


Fairbanks Hot for 2nd 


South Seas Picture 


Hollywood, May 9. 

About five days of studio se- 
quences still remain to be filmed 
by Douglas Fairbanks for ‘Robin- 
son Crusoe in the South Seas.’ 
Actor returned here Friday (6) from 
Tahiti. 

Iairbanks is already talking of a 
second south seas picture to ®e 
made next spring. With Mary Pick- 
ford, he intends going to Switzer- 
land for the winter sports, then to 
China and from there to the south 
seas. 

‘Robinson Crusoe’ will be released 
in September. 


Jack-Estelle Make Up? 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Announcement of a reconciliation 
Estelle Taylor and Jack 
Dempsey and their early remarriage 
is expected within a day or two. 

Pair have been in Hollywood gos- 
sip for a week. 











between 





Renewal for Nagel 


Holly wood, Mays Do 
Conrad Nagel's contract has been 
renewed by Métro. 
Nagel has been an M-G-M con- 
act player for a long time, and 


s renewal was never in doubt 


TUFF ESCORTS 
UNDER BERETS 
ON COAST 


May 9. 


brace- 


Hollywood, 
Pugs in berets and slave 
lets, gunmen in chauffeur's livery, 
hard muscled femmes as secretaries 
' . . 
|}and companions—such is the newest 
|strata in Hollywood life. Picture 
| people are going in for bodyguards. 
Protectors are cisguised in snappy 
clothing or give... the nominal duties 
|of s*rvant or employe, but their real 
yurpose is to guard the person who 
them. 


~ 


pays 

Unpleasant experience sold some 
of the picture elite the idea. Others 
are surrounding themselves just in 
case. 

Josef von Sternberg acquired a 
husky cha ffeur after being taken 
for a ride by holdup men. On leav- 
ing for New York he passed the 
bodyguard to Marlene Dietrich. 

Others who have acquired watch- 
ful companions for themselves or 
children include Bert Wheeler, Ed- 
gar Allan Wolff, Ann Harding, Har- 
old Lloyd, David Butler, James 
Dunn, Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels, 
Jackie Sooper ard Gecrge Bancroft. 


HARRY GIVES ANN BIG 
RUSH ON RENO VISIT 


Reno, May 9. 


Harry Bannister regained his de- 
sired identity here last Saturday (7) 
and is out from behind the shadow 
of Ann Harding. 

As the ‘ideal’ husband, Bannister 
carried out the role to the end, be- 
coming the defendant in the divorce 
suit filed by Miss Harding on the 
strength of her husband's six weeks’ 
sojourn in Reno. He met his wife 
at the airport when she flew in 
from Hollywood, greeted her with 
an affectionate embrace and well 
placed kiss, acted as her chauffeur 
to the home of William Woodburn, 
attorney, and also saw to it that she 
was comfortably settled in a hotel 
for the 24-hour wait for the di- 
vorce decree. 

The complaint charged cruelty 
with no details attached. The pre- 
scribed form of answer was filed by 
Bannister, denying the allegation, 
but he was ready at the court house 
steps to greet his ex-wife when she 
came out with the decree. 

3Zannister put in the weary six 
weeks here trying to kill time by 
riding horses, flying, milking cows, 
pitching hay and boxing. 
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Dark Picture of Industry 
By Kent Jolts Hollywood, 


But Cynics Remain Skeptical 


llolly wood May $ 
Cynical element in Hollywood 
agrees with the reneral thought 
that Sid Kent's speech before the 
Academy was just what Holywood 
needed, but they doubt that it will 
do any good. Tne pessimists feel 


that you have te take Hollywood as 


it stands. 


Exhibitors around here liked 
Kent’ speech. So did most of the 
studio execs who apparently ex- 


pressed in private about the same 
of thing they gave out offi- 
Indeed, the whole thing 
up with the 1arm, 


sort 
cially. 
hooked 


Hollywood had to be made to rea- 
lize that there was a depression, 
and that pictures weren't excepted 
or sacrosanct. 
Fireworks 

Kent nay have awakened Holly- 
wood out of its trance. His elo- 
quence is traditional, proven by the 
turnaway mob that gathered at the 
Beverly-Wilshire to hear. They 
went expecting fireworks. They got 
what they expected. 


Brushing aside allegations of poli- 
tics in Fox itself, Kent me. > it clear 
he was pre-judging no itan and 


would appraise on a basis ¢/ results 
only. It is known in this connec- 
tion that Kent will simply ignore 
any repudiation of contract maneu- 
ver made by the short lived Tinker 
regime and that he will not take 
advantage of any one's situation. 

Reaffirming his faith in possibly 
a modified form of block booking, 
Kent expressed as his opinion that 
the industry was talking itself and 
the public to extinction. Dialog was 
the villain and action the hero, who 
would eventually gallop to the res- 
cue. Deadly sameness, sta..dardiza- 
tion, lack of scope for the specta- 
tor’s imagination were cztaloged as 
causes for bad business. 


Pictures’ Advantage . 


Although pictures are suffering 
and would suffer further, although 
expense must be ruthlessly slashed, 
Kent submitted as cause for cheer- 
fulness the fact that the industry 
had one cardinal advantage pres- 
ently lacking in other businesses. 
There was a demand, undiminished, 
for good product. Worthy pictures 
can get money today whereas in 
many lines of commerce nobody 
beats a path to the forest home of 
the finest mousetrap-maker. The 
public will still buy picture enter- 
tainment when the terms appeal to 
them. . 

Punch Line 


That the industry wasn't cutting 
expenses fast enough, to meet drop- 
ping grosses was, perhaps, the crux 
of the symposium which, 
Kent, included Jack Warner, 
DeMille and M. A. Lightman. 
rad Nagel failed to show up: 

It was ..lso Kent's thought that 
Hollywoo@ need°d to digest and ad- 
just itself. For it meant that sooner 


besides 
Cecil 
Con- 


or later every one, directly or in- 
directly, would feel the truth and 
the reality of the cla as including 
executives. 


After this Beverly- Wilshire meet- 
ing Hollywood at leas* got the idea 
that the calamity-howlers ‘weren't 
simply dyspeptics. Ncbody thought 


for an instant that Kent was kid- 
ding. 

Still the .pessimists aren't con- 
vineed, beciuse, they say, Holly- 


wood invariably doublt crosses what 


would be gocd for. it. 


THAU’S SCOUTING TRIP 


Taking Camera Man 
Metro Tests—Gone 6 Months 


Hfoliywood, May 9. 


3enny Thaw is’ not leaving the 
' Benny fu 1s" NOt de, .d Hollywood, May 9. 
Metro organization but is. going . ena : sel 
James Cowan is here visiting 
abroad for that company and may , d 
: A , ~ | Walter Wanger. 
be gone six months. Ben Piazza\| Nyiohi : 
A , P | Cowan was formerly business | 
will take over his casting duties at} ‘ 
manager of the 


the studio while he is away. 


Thau left here for New York last 


night (Sunday) with Felix Feist, Jr., 
son of Metro's. distribution head,| 


who will accompany him abroad. 

Purpose of Thau’'s trip is a talent | Tlollywood, May 9 
and material search. He will take; Columbia has given Genevieve 
# cameraman along to shoot the, Tobin a six picture contract. 

tests he makes on the other side. Stars after ‘Hollywood Speaks.’ 


ex- | 


pressed through the Academy, that T. A. NOW LISTS 


Abroad for 





Last of Its Line 


Declaration that it will be 


the last of the gangster pic- 
tures is getting ‘Scarface’ by 
in cengor states which at first 
banned the Hughes-UA pic- 


ture, 

Industry officials reveal this 
in declaring that showing the 
feature can in no way estab- 
lish a* precedent which would 
witness a return of the un- 
word film cycle. 











399 THEATRES 
NON-UNION 


According to records of the I. A. 
T. S. E., the total of non-union the- 


atres in the United States and 
Canada has grown to 355 during 
the past year. This number is on 


the I. A.’s list as ‘unfair to organ- 
ized labor.” Total hovered under 
100 when business was good. 

Climb to 355 theatres is ascribed 
more to the inability of theatre 
operators to gain needed reductions 
than to other factors. While chains 
and indies have secured relief in 
many spots, in a number of others 
no compromise has been reached. 
This has turned these houses to 
non-union help, wit’ the I. A. road 
calls resulting. 

Figure given does not include 
houses which may be under picket- 
ing at present in the hope by local 
unions that a settlement can be ob- 
tained. But major chains as well 
as indies are included. 

Of the theatres not employing 
union hélp of any kind Ohio leads 


with 34, and New York is second 
With 33. States and their non- 
union theatres, according to the 
I. A. ledger, are as follows: 
Alabama, 2; Arkansas, 7; Cali- 
fornia, 5; Connecticut, 7; District 
of Columbia, 1; Flerida, 2; Idaho, 


4; Ilinois, 5; Indiana, 18; Iowa, 8; 
Kansas, 15; Kentucky, 7; Louisiana, 
3; Maryland, 1; Massachusetts, 18; 
Michigan, 16; Minnesota, 1; Missis- 
sippi, 1; Missouri, 9; Nebraska, 5; 
New Jersey, 12; New York, 33; 
North Carolina, 10; Ohio, 34; Okla- 
home, 9; Oregon, 4; Pennsylvania, 
24; Rhode Islané, 1; South Caro- 
lina, 6; Tennessee, 3; Texas, 29; 
Virginia, 11; Washington, 4: West 
Virginia, 18; Wisconsin, 7, and 
Canada, 15. 


BRANDT’S INDIE DEAL 


| With GOLDBERG PUZZLE 








Hollywood, 
Joe Brandt 
lieved responsible for Joe Gold- 
berg leaving Columbia as_ sales 
manager when both were with that 
company, they are. puzzling friends 
by having apparently joined as 
partners in an indie deal, 

The two Joes will finance other 
prodtcers up to 50% for pictures 
to be released by Educational. 

Benny Zicdman is the first pro- 


May 9. 


Although was 


bhe- 


ducer getting 50% financing from 
the pair, and for four features. 
Brandt-Goldberg are also in con- 


ference with E. W. Hammons of 
Educational on taking over feature 
|; production for Educational, which 
includes Sonoart product and pos- 
sibly Tiffany’s Ken Maynard West- 
erns. 





jstudios when Wanger was in charge. 
| Latter is now with Columbia, 


6 FOR GENEVIEVE 


i 





RADIO’S 12 FROM INDIES 
MOSTLY AT $100,000 


| Hollywood, May 9. 


Radio’s independent product will 
' ostensibly consist of four each from 
| Larry Darmour, J. G. Bachman and 
J. J. Schnitzer. All the product, 
under the agreements, is to be made 
lat Pathe studios. 

Details the 
be set 
Radio president, 


of independent deals 
by B. B. Kahane, 
who remains here 
}until May 13. By that time initial 
stories for the three 
ducers. will have been chosen. 
Under the Radio-indie deal 
maximum of production 


are to 


specific 
| cost 
ment depending on the story to be 
made and the particular star. Aim, 
|} however, is for pictures costing 
| around $100,000. 

Unlike the Paramount indie plan, 
Radio dces not enter into the pre- 
liminary financing of its outside 
product, but agrees to pay half the 
negative cost on delivery of the film. 





After a percentage deduction for 
distribution and exploitation, the 
|producer and Radio start splitting 
|} 50-50 on rental income. 

| In its contracts with these three 
| independents, Radio reserves the 
| 


right of cancellation if the first two 


| pictures do not come up to speci- 


fications, 
| Joseph Schnitzer’s first for Radio 
| will be ‘The Great American Swin- 
dle.’ 

Story by Arthur Hoerl and A. 
Newton Plummer, was sold. to 


Schnitzer by William Morris. 


Goldstone Turns 
Over 31 Producer 
Accounts to RCA 


Along with the sweeping changes 
made in its recording policy, RCA 
Photophone yesterday (Monday) 
was delivered 31 independent pro- 
ducer accounts, or what Phil Gold- 
stone, representing the indies, 
termed the entire independent pro- 
duction line-up on the Coast -with 
the exception of one, Monogram, 
which he said is also virtually set 
to join. 

Deal between Goldstone and Pho- 
tophone executives was closed yes- 
terday (Monday). 

Goldstone predicts his new RCA 
argument will sound the death knell 
of all bootleg recording equipment. 
Five of the leading producers con- 
cerned have agreed to shelve their 
bootleg wire. 

Propaganda which Photophonites 
say has been spread among indie 
producers and exhibitors, and which 
threatened to involve major compa- 
nies with Western Electric over a 
distribution situation, is ended with 
Photophone’s acton. 








Paramount Astoria 


Western Electric is not setting up 
a finance organization similar to 
Photophone’s, according to Gold- 
, stone, who revealed that Tiffany, 
—— Sennett, Charles Rogers and 
others reported to be going over 
| with WE are staying with RCA. 

| Goldstone states that all major 
licensees of Western Eectric have 
agreed to include in their national 
distribution such product as may be 
made by independents, or associate 
producers, on the RCA system. 

6 RCA Studios 

Studios which will be completely 
equipped with Photophone wire are 
listed by Goldstone to include Dar- 
mour, Tee Art, Clarico, Pathe, Tif- 
fany and Sennett, 

Finance arrangement with the in- 
dependents under the Photophone- 
Goldstone plan is 8% of the nega- 
tive cost of each picture with roy- 
alties extending from a minimum of 
$150 to a maximum of $500, accord- 
ing to footage released. 


iTheatre Men Testify 
In Bluenose Case 


Theatre executives testified before 
the New York Grand Jury yester- 
day (Monday) in the case of the 
| Lord's Day Alliance collector, who 
bail on a charge of at- 
extortion, = 

O'Reilly, head 
Owners Chamber of Com- 
and who induced the col- 
Cornelius McNurney, to ac- 
|; cept $100 in marked bills, with four 
detectives in the next room operat- 
ing a dictograph, was among the 
film men called by the district at- 
; torney's office, 
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For Posterity 


One hundred years from now 


film biographers will be able 
to turn to a theatre chain’s 
| house organ for research. 
|} ‘Publix Opinion’ will be made 
available at the New York 
Public Library, which re- 
quested that it get the P-P 


oracle. 

Publix okayed the idea when 
It was explained that its ‘Opin- 
ion would not be available to 
the public for 100 years. It 
is the only house organ on the 
library list. 


l0c RULE TAX 
ON LOSSES IS 
TRADE CRY 


Film men today (10) will tell the 
national lawmakers that if they 
adopt the 10% tax on admissions of 
10 cents and over, the picture busi- 
ness as a whole will not survive the 
summer. Delegations from all parts 
of the country were reported leaving 
for the capital. 

Approval last Friday 
form which had been rejected last 
December came as a surprise. In 
view of the fact that the industry 
has provided the lawmakers with 
complete data con current business, 
even lists of theatres and towns by 
name having been submitted, pic- 
ture workers admit their only hope 
now is to appeal to that record and 
argue the government would tax 
losses rather than grosses. 

No Public Campaign 

Before the admission tax bill gets 
a final vote it must go to the Senate 
floor and then be passed back to the 
House through a conference com- 
mittee, 

The industry is not going to the 
general public this time, according 
to spokesmen for the distributors 
and big circuits, because there are 
less than three weeks in which to 
work up a campaign. Thursday (12) 
the bill, as re-drafted by the Senate 
Finance Committee, will be read on 
the floor of the Senate. 

Telegrams and references to the 
ensuing election are acting as an 
advance barrage for the film spokes- 
men who are invading the capital 
today. 











of a tax 


Legit Hit, Too 


Following action taken by the 





Senate Finance Committee Friday 
(6), fixing a limit for admission 
taxes at the war l0ec level, hope of 
legit dwindled. 

Reduction of the limit to the orig- 
inal 10c followed the previous move 
whereby admissions up to 44¢c had 
been exempted of the proposed 10% 
levy. 

Hoped-for compromise on legit 


4 





tickets was practically given up, in- 
sofar as the present measure was: 
concerned. 


ZANUCK OPINES NO 
AVERAGE FILM COST 


Before sailing for Europe last 
week Darryl Zanuck, Warner pro- 
duction executive, declarec as futile 
any attempt to appropriate a spe- 
cific sum of money for a single film 





feature and expect the picture to 
be made within such financial 
bounds. 


‘Overhead for every production is 
different. 


There is no such thing 
as average cost,’ said Zanuck in 


describing previous compilations of 
Statisticians on Hollywood's 
duced expenses. 
Zanuck plans to 
the capitals on 
get him back 
mid-June. 





re- 


include most Of | 
his trip which will 
to New York about 


COLUMBIA’S MUSICAL 


Hollywood, May 9, 





Columbia is planning one musical 
for next season which it will label 
‘OKay, America.’ 
|} Title drew a squawk from Walter | 
|} Winchell but the picture will go 
through under that name. 


jlard has been given anothe 


thot 


2 ‘Exclusive’ Distrib Plans Up: 
M-G Tries Its Idea, 2d Waits on Kent 


" 


Outcome of ‘exclusive run’ tests, 
the first to be made, have about sold 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer on incorpo- 
rating this phase in its 1932-33 saleg 
policy. Nick Schenck, Loew's presi- 
dent, is reported to have made this 


announcement to film heads. His 
story of the experiments so far 
staged is declared to have surprised 
most of his listeners. 

In-a Wilmington, Del., theatre, two 
miles from the box-office district 


and next to a cemetery, Schenck is 
credited with saying that the ‘here 
only’ exploitation got Metro many 
times the amount it has been aver- 
aging from other houses in that 
town. Picture tried in Wilmington 
was ‘Tarzan.’ It played two weeks 
in the out-of-territory house which 
Metro is credited with purchasing 
for approximatey $55,000. Metro 
charged off $6,000 to rental, and the 
theatre netted for its credit 
$3,000 on the run. 


another 


In Georgia, Too 

Going into the theatre situation 
elsewhere, Metro has also found that 
with one first run in Atlanta, Ga., it 
can make more than in all of that 
city’s 21 theatres. 

By tacking an additional $1,000 
on the first run’s rental in that 
town, or raising the figure from $2,- 
000 to $3,000, Metro finds additional 
econory in time as well as wear 
and tear on prints in handling ne- 
cessitated by the subsequent posi- 
tions. 

Metro’s 
for the 


‘one theatre only’ policy 
cream of its product re- 
quires these special territorial 
houses tc double their playing time 
of each picture so booked. Metro- 
politan centers, like New York and 


Chicago, may be cut up by M-G 
into zones. This means that one 
theatre in a zone will be named 
‘exclusive’ and have the right to 
advertise ‘here only.’ 
Entire Program Idea 
Another release plan is being 


mulled by the major companies and 
on which some are already reported 
in agreement, save fcr S. R. Kent, 
Fox president. This plan aims to 
grant exclusive and full programs 
of individual companies to certain 
first runs in particular ciiics and 
towns against all other theatres in 
the same localities. 

What happens to the subsequent 
spots in the same territories is left 
to conjecture. When Kent arrives 
east it is likely his advice will be 
sought and that nothing will be 
done on the idea until Kent has 
rendered an opinion. 

Under an exclusive film booking 


contract on such a basis, the first 
run obtaining an individual and 
full company release will pretty 


much be able to determine the h, o 
price for admission with no compee 


tition. That’s the handle that’s exe 
pected to hit favor with the first 
runs. Rut comes in on the subsee 
quent spots which may be pree 


clided from obtaining anything but 
indie films. 





Show Jurors ‘Mouthpiece’ 
In Ruth Fallon’s Suit 


Syracuse, May 9. 
With two days required for the 





| selection of the police court jury of 


six which is hearing the case, it was 
indicated today (Monday) that tes- 
timony in the case of Perry Spene- 
cer, manager of Warners’ Strand, 
on trial for alleged criminal libel, 
would not close until this Wednes- 
day. Spencer was arrested recently 
on a warrant -sworn out by Miss 
Ruth Fallon following the opening 
of “The Mouthpiece” at the Strand. 

Miss Fallon charges that the pic- 
ture criminally libeled her late 
father, Attorney William J. Fallon 
of New York City. 

Widespread interest in the action, 
closely watched by film interests, 
resulted in a transfer of the trial 
from the police court quarters to the 
Onondaga county courthouse. Judge 
Leo Yehle is presiding. Heated ex- 
changes by counsel have been fre- 
quent. Morning session of the trial 
today (Monday) was held in part at 
the theatre where the seized film 
was projected for the jurors. 


Pollard Gets Another 
Hollywood, May ¥. 
As a result of his work on ‘When 
a Fella Needs a Friend, Harry Pol- 
pi turé 
to direct by Metro. 
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AGENTS FEAR BAN SPREA 





OPPOSE U.A. 
DISTRIB PLAN 


Opposition in producer-distribu- 
tor quarters, as well as among in- 
dependent exhibitors, is.being ex- 
pressed against United Artists’ in- 
tention to classify theatres and 
product in a new distribution set- 
up. 

Opposed producer representative 
attitude is that ‘the industry should 


never surrender the present system 
of distribution that permits the best 





to be shown everywhere.’ Major | 
company attaches are definitely | 
against what they describe as ‘a| 
split-up of good and bad product.’ 
Indie exhibitor leaders take the 
stand that the U. A. proposition is 
‘the biggest monopoly ever at- 


tempted.’ Producer representatives, 
however, say that the plan contains 
nothing of an illegal nature and 
that. distributors, from the stand- 
point of the law, can rent pictures 
as they choose. 
A Reaction 

One first line company executive 
reacted as follows: ‘Now comes the 
proposition to send the best of the 
pictures to the big cities, larger 
theatres, and those charging the 
highest prices, using the mediocre 
product for the remote spots and 
poorer theatres. The great thing 
about pictures is that since the in- 
ception of the industry the smallest 
theatre could eventually and gen- 
erally within a reasonably short 
time, show its patrons the identical 
production that patrons in the big 
theatres of the metropolitan cities 
have seen. 


GRAUMAN EAST TO 
SCAN ROXY OFFER 


Sid Grauman is on his way from 
the Coast at the request of Richard 
-Hoyt, of Hayden, Stone Co., bank- 
ers, to look over the Roxy situation 
with the possibility that he may 
become managing director of the 
house. Spyros Skouras is accom- 
panying Grauman east. 

If -Grauman accepts the _ post, 
however, he will not assume man- 
agement until September. 

Grauman has an offer of a salary 

‘plus a percentage. Prior reports 
had the Coast showman declining 
a straight salary of around $2,500 
weekly. 
' Grauman’s coming to New York 
portends that the financial ex- 
_igencies of the Roxy are due for 
an early settlement. Another board 
meeting is scheduled for the Roxy 
this week when all matters may be 
cleared. Sitting in on Roxy affairs 
is John Dillon, associate of Richard 
Hoyt, and also a member of the 
Hayden, Stone firm. Hoyt will pos- 
Sibly head any financial reorganiza- 
tion plans to be undertaken. 





SHEEHAN-WURTZEL SAIL 


From Naples May 21—Possibly After 
Lilian Harvey for Fox 


Berlin, May 9. 
W. R. Sheehan and Sol Wurtzel 
are booked to sail for New York 
from Naples May 21. 
The two Fox studio executives are 





Bankers’ Analysis 


That the present condition 
of the film industry will lead 
to an ultimately curtailed and 
controlled field by financial 
interests remains the firm 
analysis of film bankers. The 
picture business, they hold, is 
passing through a crystalliz- 
ing process. When. matters 
smooth out the financial men 
look for only two major com- 
panies, or maybe three. Those 
who see it this way hold it 
as pre-destined. 

Analysis, as rendered by the 
money end, points to further 
mergers and combinations 
necessary to attain financial 
stability. Under the major 
combines a series of inde- 
pendent and minor companies 
could be assembled, the big- 
ger firms to act as patrons of 
the smaller outfits. 
This deduction is the same 

held by picture financial 
men for more than a year. 
The fact that these ideas have 
not altered materially may in- 
dicate the steadfast resolu- 
tion of the money men toward 
this attainment. 


as 


as 











looking around and may possibly be | 
dickering to secure Lilian Harvey, | 
Ufa star. 

Meanwhile, Sheehan and Wurtzel | 
are keeping in touch with S. R.| 
Kent, back home, by cable. Both| 
are due back at the studio early) 
next month. 





McCarthy’s New Post 


Hollywood, May 9. | 
Charlie McCarthy, who has been 
director of publicity for Parameunt, 
is now advertising director for the 
western division, his former title 
being abolished. ' 
Not known how this move will 
affect the position of Frank Whit- 
beck who was brought over from 
Universal to establish a de- 
partment in the studio, 


press 





Trademark Test 
On 25 Cos. Lists 
Paramount 18th 


In a national survey on the fa- 
miliarity of selected trade marks, 
of which 25 representing all indus- 
tries were used, Paramount’s star 
circled mountain was 18th on the 


list. Newell-Emmett, advertising 
agency, made the survey but did 


not enter any other 
pany in the test. 

Reproductions of 
marks, pertaining to 
from cleansing powder to automo- 
biles, were submitted to 2,238 men 
and women in various parts of the 
U. S. who were to write the name 
of the concern under the label. 

Of those who identified the Para- 
mount mark, the agency reports 
around 36% were women. 


RKO MAKES OFFER TO 
TURN BACK INTERSTATE 


RKO is reported to have offered 
to turn back the Interstate Circuit 
to Karl Hoblitzelle, from whom it 
took the Texas string two years 
ago. A 10% reduction in rent on 
the theatres was arranged for re- 
cently. 

Hoblitzelle and Charles Koerner, 
RKO’s southern division manager, 
are expected to meet Harold Frank- 
lin, KAO theatre head, in Chicago 
early next week upon his return 
from a Coast trip. The Interstate 
deal will be discussed there. 


Kent Coming East 


Hollywood, May 9. 


picture com- 


the trade 








S. R. Kent leaves here tonight 
(Monday) or tomorrow for New 
York. He is trying to make it to- 


night. 

The new Fox president goes east 
to be present at the Fox conven- 
tion, May 14-16, shortly after which 
he will return here again. Kent's 
next trip west is expected to take 
place in mid-June with the length 
of his stay placed at from four to 


| 


| 
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Will Help Cut Actors’ Sal. | 
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A COMPROMIat 
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aries If Allowed to Sit in| 
on Film Casting—Comm. | 
Makes Overtures to Metro, | 
Par and Radio — Dave | 
Selznick and Loeb Invite | 


Producers to Confer with | 
Agents 


WB ADAMANT 





Hollywood, May 9 
An agents’ committee, headed by | 
Joyce and Selznick, is endeavor- | 
ing to establish an entente cordiale 
with Metro, Parznmount and Radio 
to offset the moral effect of War- 
ner Brothers’ barring from that lot 
of the Joyce and Selznick firm fol- 
lowing salary blowups. 


Agents’ fear is that other studios 
will be stampeded into drastic re- 
prisals against them during the 
period of readjustment now in 
vogue. 


Agents are making the proposi- 
tion that they will help the studios 
o cut players salaries on the stip- 
ulation that they be admitted to 
casting conferences and guaranteed 
the payment of their commissions. 
Dave Selznick, Radio studio head 
and brother of Myron Selznick of 
Joyce and. Selznick, and Edwin 
Loeb, attorney and Coast Hays at- 
tache, have invited Joe Schenck and 
Irving Thalberg to form a _ pro- 
ducers’ committee with them to 
deal with the Artists’ Managers’ 
Association, of which Frank Joyce 
is president. 

Warners’ Stand 


Meanwhile, Warners announces 
that the Joyce-Selznick firm is per- 
manently barred as the studio re- 
sents the agency’s price raising 
tactics and does not desire to 
maintain any business relations 
with that office. Statement goes on 
to say that writers, directors or ac- 
tors who are clients of the barred 
agents must transact any business 
with WB or First National directly 
through Rufus Lemaire, casting di- 
rector. 


Warners will continue to rec- 
ognize other agents than Joyce- 
Selznick, Frank Dunlap, Al Ro- 
sen and Phil Berg, who have also 
been barred from the Burbank 
studio. 


oo 


Threaten Suit 


Increasing further the feud be- 
tween Warners and the Joyce & 
Selznick agency, latter firm is 


threatening a $100,000 damages ac- 
tion against WB because of that 
studio’s failure to use Bebe Dan- 
iels in two pictures called for by 
June 1, 

Miss Daniels, a J-S client, 
rejected stories submitted to 


has 
her 


by Warners as unsuited to her star | 


rating. Story matter is the chief 
bone of contention. 

Warners ‘is continuing its cam- 
paign to slice salaries of high priced 
stars now under contract. Latest to 
be approached to shrink their week- 
ly pay check are Ruth Chatterton, 
Kay Francis and William Powell 

This trio comprised the group ac- 
quired by Warners in its raid on 


en > 
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the Paramount forces last year with 
the trio agented by Selznick & 
Joyce. | 


| 


Lawyers as Agents 





Lawyers are also not escapins 
some of the criticism leveled | 
against agents by the franker stu- 

| dios, notably Warners-First Na- 
| tional. It is contended by persons 
in the know that the barristers 
aren't superior to steaming up ac- 
tors against the actor’s best in-| 
terests, } 
It is also intimated that the 


|lawyers give one 


| six weeks. 
Murdock East 
Hollywood, May 9%. 

J. J. Murdock went east Saturday 
(7) but will return in about four] 
weeks. 

His family will remain here and 
may spend the summer here instead 
of in Westchester, their usual sum- 
mér home 


interpretation of 
standard contracts when 
is an actor and another 
retaining fee comes from an ager cy. 


Numerous -agent 


the client | 
the | 


when 


actor sults t rhe 


William Fox and Zukor Talking 


Over Possible Paramount Buy 





’33 Rental Relief 


The major circuits are look- 
ing to ‘33 for certain theatre 
rental relief. Angle is that a 
bulk of the options on theatre 
leases will then come up for 
consideration. Means that 
overhead in many instances 
will be cut or, at least, ad- 
justed. 

Much of the industry's thea- 
tre expansion took place dur- 
ing 1928 and '29. In the ma 
jority of cases the circuits tied 
up theatre and property 
long term leases, broken up by 
option clauses, 

The long termers, 
mainly run for five years 
the option. Hence, 
28 will be due for 
continuance or renewal 
year. 


on 
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Frisco Uncovers 
Theatre Boycott 
By Gov't Help 


May 9. 
A boycott on Warner, Paramount, 
Fox, and RKO theatres by federal 
government employees and certain 
been 


San Francisco, 


commercial firms has dis- 
covered. Move is believed to have 
been secretly organizing as a result 
of the chains participating in a 
campaign against*the sales tax in 
favor of government economies hit- 
ting Federal employee envelopes. 

3oveott came to light among the 
employees along the docks, with 
circulars passed from hand to hand. 
The Department of Justice is in- 
vestigating. 

It is claimed that postmen, while 
delivering federal mail, also have 
handed out letters asking citizens 
to stay away from the prescribed 
theatres and commercial outfits. 

Regarding any petition to the 
government to cut federal wages 
all business groups concerned deny 
making such a request. 


RKO AFTER OUTSIDE 
FILMS FOR NEW HOUSE 


Hollywood, May 9. 

B. Franklin, Joe 
Plunkett and Phil feisman are 
here for RKO they will scout 
around for outside film product for 
Radio City’s new Hoxy theatre in 
New York, ‘Pkhis-is the develop- 
ment’s straight picture house which 





While H. 


+ 








is expected to open late in the fall | 


or early winter. 

Inference is that RKO will 
depend upon the Radio 
studio turning out feature pictures 


solely 


for the theatre which will become 
the circuit's ace screen site in 
Manhattan, and make the Mayfair, 
on Broadway, a second run dis- 


play spot. 





last six months have added little to 


not, 


Adolph 


have 


Zukor and 


discussing 


It is said that 
William 


acquisition of control of Paramount- 


Fox been 


Publix by the founder of the com- 


pany which still bears his name, 
Fox is still on the Coast although 
due to have returned east for the 


past fortnight. 

that it would take be- 
tween $15,000,000 and $20,000,000 for 
William 


as 


Belief is 


Fox to swing such a deal 
of Zukor's 
holdings he would also have to buy 
out the of John Hertz in 
the company in order to assume the 
balance of directorial power. 

Although the reports mention 
nothing definite beyond the possibil- 
ity of Fox returning to the picture 
business via Paramount, the sub- 
ject is cuthoritatively said to have 
been broached between Zukor and 
Fox which would jibe with the ru- 
mors of Fox's inclination to get 
back in harness. A mitigating fac- 
tor, is a statement credited to Fox 
in which he once told friends that 
he got out of the business when it 
was at its crest and would never 
actively return to it. In lieu of the 
present cares of the industry this 
declaration could be assigned added 
weight, 


besides purchase 


interest 


Zukor’s Stock 


But should Fox have changed 
his mind and be seriously consid- 
ering assumption of Paramount- 
Publix control, it is possible that he 


might assemble a group to finan- 
cially aid him in such an under- 
taking. 


Zukor is understood to currently 
hold around 400,000 shares of Para- 


mount stock, of which 200,000 are 
outright. It has been unofficially 
said that Paramount's president, 
under a supposed agreement with 
Hertz, would sell this stock to the 
latter for a specified figure. 


Whether the same price would also 
hold if the Fox proposition should 
get beyond a preliminary stage is 
not known. 

Bill Fox sold out his holdings and 
directorship of Fox Films three 
years ago to Harley L. Clarke for 
$15,000,000 and $3,000,000 in notes 
in addition to which he has been 
drawing $500,000 annually from the 
Fox company on a five year agree- 
ment to round out the sale figure of 
something over $20,000,000. 

Fox’s annual half million is being 
paid off monthly and he was acting 
as chairman of the company’s ad- 
visory counsel, which group is non- 
active, although Fox personally 
continues to dimw his installments. 

Santa Barbara, May 9. 

Scheduled to go east for the past 
two Saturdays, William Fox ig still 
in town and does not expect to get 
away until about May 23. 

Though residing here Fox has 
been driving daily into Los Angeles. 


Fox Concerned Over 


‘Cavalcade’ and $800,000 


Hollywood, May 9. 


Fox studio is said to be some- 


what concerned over the prospec- 
tive making of ‘Cavalcade,’ This 
is the Noel Coward spectacle pro- 


duced in London by C. B. Cochran. 
A little research work has revealed 
to officials that it will cost around 
$800,000 to make the picture, hence 
the furrowed brows. 

‘Cavaleade’ is understood to have 
been suggested for Fox 
by Mrs. FE. R. Tinker, with 
cent president of that 


purchase 
the re 


Company 


| having closed the deal. 


the prestige of the involved legal 
lights, 

Barristers scuff up the agents’ 
fur on still another point which, 
being closer to the financial nerve, 
causes even more twitching. Artists 
Managers Assoc iation, the agents’ 
organization, is pondering retalia- 
tory measures against lawyers who 
perform the function of agent 
Lawyers make their deals and book- 
ings through socia! contacts. Most | 
of them are great entertainers 

Agents ure hinting that they will 
see the State Labor Commission as 
the la ers aren't licensed as ern 
mon t ge ies 


Katz-Cohen Linger 


Sam Katz and Emanuel Cohen 
are remaining behind on the Coast, 
not leaving intil Ma 15 or 

| later. 
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April Tough Month for Films; 


N.Y. Chi and L. A. 32% Under 
“April, 31, and 46% Behind ‘30 


‘Expect ‘Eskimo’ Unit to 





Picture bex offices cracked in 
April. While companies were re- 
vising personnel setups, producer 
owned first runs in the three prin- 

pal keys, New York, Chicago and 
Los Angeles, fell 32.6% below April 
of 1931, and 5.3% under March of 
this year, according to estimate. 

Figures are much lower than last 
year’s seasonal monthly decline of 
less than 1% as between April and 
March, and more than double the 
drop of 14% between April of 1931 
and 1930. 

The April decline may mark the 
sharpest drop ever known in che 
business. Besides general condi- 
tions the pictures had to go up 
against the first spring weather of 
the year, always a b. o. sock, besides 
which there is always the quality 
of product to be considered. 

L. A. Shows Gain 


Of the three keys only Los An,-, 
geles showed an increase for April 
over March, this year, and by 
16.4%. Both New York and Chi- 
eago tumbled and between them 
showed four new lows in as many 
theatres the week of April 16. That 
week was the worst of the poorest 
month so far this year. The houses 
eoncerned were the Capitol and 
Mayfair, N. Y., and the Chicago 
and State-Lake in Chi. 

An idea of the general big city 
pace may be had from the Roxy in 
New York. This house has a record 
week of $173,000 to its credit, yet 
only did around $180,000 for the 
entire month of April. 

The estimated total gross of the 
three major keys for April this year, 
is £1,422,000 against $1,502,000 in 
March, and $2,110,200 for April a 
year ago. The. estimated decline 
of each key for last month as 
against April, 1931, is New York, 
31%; Chicago, 24.2%, and Los An- 
geles, 26.3%. 

Globe theatre grosses, estimated 
as $61,500 for April, 1931, are in- 
cluded in the New York total for 
that period, but not in 1932 as the 
house went legit last fall. Theatre 
formerly was leased by RKO. 





Swanson’s Picture 


United Artists announces Gloria 
Swanson will make a picture in 
Europe ‘o be released through U. A. 

Rowland V. Lee will direct. It is 
his own story, titled ‘Perfect Under- 
standing.’ 

Picture will be made in the RCA 
studios in England. : 

‘Queen Kelly,’ Gloria Swanson’s 
$800,000 tribulation, will shortly go 
on release for all foreign countries 
in a revamped sound version, with 
titles to suit the territories where 
sold, United Artists, which will 
distribute, will not release the pic- 
ture in the States. 

‘Kelly’ was originally financed by 
Joseph P. Kennedy. Miss Swanson 
is supposed to have financially 
taken the film out of Kennedy’s 
hands, and through the foreign dis- 
tribution hopes to recoup. 





LEVEE STILL iN N. Y. 

M. C. Levee will remain in New 
York another week, or longer, in 
connection with his 
project. 

He is east both on financial and 
production matters. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Mike Connolly. 
Felix Feist, Jr. 
Phil Freedman, 
Gibson Gowland. 
Sid Grauman, 

V. J. Kaegle. 

S. R. Kent. 

Tom Kilpatrick. 
Edmund Lowe. 
Victor McLaglen. 
Bob O'Donnell. 
Benny Thau. 
John G. Wray. 
J. J. Murdock. 
Spyros Skouras. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Cc. L. Brookheim. 
suddy Fisher. 
Arman Kailiz. 
Rosita Moreno. 
Fred MclIsaac 
Bert Frohman. 
Nat Dorfman. 





Be Gone Almost Year 


Hollywood, May 9. 


Metro is going on the nut for | 
$75,000 werth of supplies to be 


taken north before turning a crank 
on ‘Eskimo.’ Most of the stuff for 
the Arctic picture has been pur- 
chased in Seattle by studio agents. 

Company, which will be headed 
by W. S. Van Dyke as director, will 
leave Seattle fer Point Barrow, 
Alaskan port, from which the trek 
will be made to the ice locations. | 
Expected that the unit will be gone | 
nearly a year. 


Religious Ass'n Seeks 
Release for Biblical 





Pix; $150,000 for Ist 





Holly vood, May 9. 


Effort is being made by the Asso- | 


ciation of Religious Arts and Sci- 
ences to make a series of strictly 
religious pictvres for theatre re- 
lease. Group claims to have $150,000 
subscribed for the first, which 
will be based on the life of David. 

Mellon Anderson, representing 
the association, is here endeavoring 
to get a major company to agree to 
distribution. Bringing church-goers 


to theatres is his salespoint. 

Sidney Olcott has been ap- 
proached tc direct the first one, ff 
a release is guaranteed. Society is 
also figuring on old sets at Pathe 
used for ‘King of Kings.’ 

Finances for the pictures are re- 
ported to have been subscribed here 





ard in the east with Mayor Porter 
of L. A. on the board of directors. 
President of the association is Rev. 
W. S. Dysinger of a local Luth- 
eran church, 


U’s Two Meets 


Chicago, May 9. 
Universal held its annual sales 
convention at the Drake hotel this 
year, session going on for two days. 
Carl Laemmle, Sr., came on from the 


Coast, with Junior expected but un- 
able to leave his production duties. 
According to Laemmle, pere, U 
contemplates a budget of around 
$18,000,000 for the current year’s 
product. Included will be 26 fea- 











Screen Guild. 


tures, five serials, 26 tvvo-reelers, 52 
cartoons and the 104 issues of the U 
newsreel, 





San Francisco, May 9. 

Universal staged its western 
sales meeting here last week with 
Carl Laemmle, Sr., heading the list 
of visiting execs. Included in the 
group were the following mana- 
gers: 

L. J. Schlaifer, general sales; E. 
T. Commersal, western division; 
Bill Heineman, district; L. J. Mc- 
Ginley, Seattle; Al O’Keefe, Port- 
land; C. R. Cadman, Los Angeles; 
Barney Rose, Denver; Jack Rue, 
Salt Lake, and Kenneth Hodkinson, 
San Francisco. 








RCA Keeping Its 
N. Y. Studio Open 


| Reporting a: unforeseen spurt in 
recording business in Manhattan, 
RCA Photophone has decided to 
| keep open its studio on Fifth Ave- 
nue, 

Photophone executives report that 
the work is chiefly dubbing sound 
into silent prints, but that in quan- 
tity it easily amounts to twice that 
of last year. 


Zehner Leaves U 
Hollywood, May 9. 





After 13 years 
Harry Zehner, 
Laemmie, Jr., 
(7). 





personal business manager. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 





Week May 13 
Paramount—‘Sinners in the 


Sun’ (Par). 

Roxy — ‘No Greater Love’ 
(Fox). 

Capitol — ‘When a Feller 
Needs a Friend’ (Metro). 

Rivoli — ‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA) (11). 


Strand — ‘The Rich Are Al- 
ways With Us’ (WB). 





Winter. Garden — ‘Mouth- 
piece’ (WB) (4th week). 

Mayfair — ‘State’s Attorney’ 
(REO) (2nd week). 

Rialto — ‘Strange Case of 
Clara Deane’ (Par) (2nd 
week). 

Week May 20 

Paramount — ‘Reserved for 
Ladies’ (Par). 

Capitol — ‘As You Desire 
Me’ (Metro). 

Rivoli — ‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA) (2nd week). 

Strand — ‘Street of Wo- 
men’ (WB). 

Winter Garden — ‘Two Sec- 
onds’ (WB) (18). 

Rialto — ‘Freaks’ (Metro) 
(18). 


$2 Pictures 


‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) “(5th week). 





Foreign Films 

‘Liebeskommando’ (Super- 
film) (German) (Europa) (3rd 
week). 

‘Trapeze’ (Harmonie) (Ger- 
man) (Little Carnegie) (2nd 
week). 

‘Tu Seras Duchesse’ (Par) 


(French) (2nd week) (5th 
Ave). 
‘Siberian Patrol’ (Amkino) 


(Russian) (Cameo) (13). 
‘City of Song’ (German) 
(Hindenberg) (9). 


H. B. Franklin Sticking to 
Theatre Matters on Coast 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Harold Franklin, while in town 
with an RKO party, including Joe 
Plunkett, Homer Gill, Phil Reisman 
and Bob Sisk, is expected to confine 
himself to theatre matters and con- 
ferring with Cliff Work, Pacific 
Coast division director, regarding 
future policy of the Coast houses. 

Not expected locally that Franklin 
will take any active part in the RKO 
studio, and it’s not unlikely that he 
will keep away entirely from Gower 
street. At the time of his last visit 
to the studio Dave Selznick, produc- 
tion head, and Franklin had a bad 
row. ‘ 

It’s not clear yet just how the 
contemplated Radio unit system at 
the Pathe studios will line up on 
jurisdiction. Phil Ryan is in charge 
of the Pathe lot. B. B. Kahane, new 
Radio Pictures president, is expect- 
ed to appoint someone as in charge 
of the indie program. 

Kahane will probably return to 
New York Wednesday (11) along 
with Franklin, Plunkett, Reisman 
and Gill. Bob Sisk may stay on til 
Friday (13). 

Waterson Rothacker has accepted 
a $35,000 settlement of his Radio 
contract. 

















‘Tarzan’ Stars Repeat 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Metro again is teaming Johnny 
Weissmuller and Maureen O’Sulli- 
van in a ‘Tarzan’ sequel. 
Story is being written on order 
by Edgar Rice Burroughs, author 


| of the jungle hero series, 





Bancroft Fights Cut 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
‘The Challenger,’ which George 
Bancroft is making currently, may 
be his last for Paramount unless 
a salary argument now on is settled. 
Bancroft refuses to accept cut 
from $80,000 to $50,000 for picture. 





AYRES’ SPANISH STORY 


Hollywood, May 9. 





with Universal, 
assistant to Carl 
resigned Saturday 


He goes with Joe E. Brown as 


Universal has bought Tom Kil- 
patrick’s ‘Men Without Fear’ for 
Lew Ayres, and has commissioned 
the author to go to Spain to super- 
vise the bullfight sequences. 

Kilpatrick left here Saturday (7) 
for New York and will sail on the 
|Europa May 12. He will first go to 
| Paris to pick up a cameraman, 





weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood; and placed rf @ wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific S!ope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Par Leaning Toward 
Multiple Name Casts 
On Its New Program 





Los Angeles, May 9. 

Cohen outlined to the 
here at the Paramount 
convention the policy of that com: 
pany for the coming year on pic- 
tures, 
Cohen implied that so-called arty 
features and films with an appeal 
only to a minority will be passed 
up and promised that no product 
would be forthcoming from Para- 
mount that did not have strong ele- 


ments of showmanship. He urged 
the introduction of a speedier 


Emanuel 
delegates 


method of finding and procuring 


material from books and the stage. 

George J. Schaefer, general sales- 
manager, stated that despite Para- 
mount-Publix saving of $11,000,000 
through retrenchments during the 
past year, further economies must 
be practiced, 

Flood of Names 

An abundance of names for all 
pictures on the 1932-33 program will 
be the Paramount policy in an effort 
to stir up the boxoffice, it was in- 
dicated. At least one film will be 
made with a multiplicity of names. 
This will be ‘Song of the Eagle,’ 
giving an episodic historical drama 
of the United States. 

Announcement was also made to 
delegates that George M. Cohan 
will make his first talker under the 
Paramount banner. Cohan will 
work on the script of and play the 
leading part in ‘Phantom President,’ 
musical kidding Washington and 
politicians, 

No set number of features will 
be made, but the total will include 
11 from independents, eight by 
Charles R. Rogers and three from 
Larry Darmour. 

Delegates were told that Josef 
von Sternberg and Marlene Dietrich 
would make three this year. They 
are Blonde Venus,’ which caused the 
walkout, ‘Deep Night’ and ‘Prom- 
ised. Also some 36 two-reelers 
and 101 one-reelers will be pro- 
duced, 

Foreign Plans 


Making of foreign language pic- 
tures in Europe has not been profit - 
able, according to J. H. Seidelman, 
head of the foreign department, who 
spoke at the initial session. There 
were only a few exceptions to this. 
During the coming year, only 15 
films will be made at Joinville, 
France, for the markets of that 
language and 12 English pictures, 
to be produced by independents in 
London, will meet the quota re- 
quirements of that country. Only 
direct shot foreigns to be made will 
be the Chevalier films. Seidelman 
said that over 75% of Paramount’s 
Hollywood product was acceptable 
for superimposed titles. 

John W. Hicks, from Australia, 
was appointed head of foreign dis- 
tribution of pictures in English 
speaking countries, with New York 
as headquarters. Some personel 
changes are P. A. Bloch to the man- 
agership of the Philadeiphia dis- 
trict; J. T. Manfre,. from _ sales 
manager of the Kansas City office 
to branch manager, and J. N. Bet- 
tencourt to manager of the San 
Francisco office, succeeding the late 
J. J. Patridge, 

Hertz and Katz promised em- 
ployes a readjustment on their stock 
losses When business conditions 
permit. Katz called for superhu- 
man economy, the kind that elim- 
inates unnecessary telephones and 
turns off lights. Said the policy of 
30,000 Paramount employes all over 
the world taking two weeks vaca- 
tion without salary saves the com- 
pany $1,900,000. 

The convention closed yesterday 
(Sunday) with a tour of the studio 


and screening new product. The 
majority delegates left here last 
night. 





Cabot’s Termer 
Hollywood, May 9. 
Bruce Cabot, legit actor, has been 
given a term contract by Radio. 
He came out to do 





Murder’ for this studio. 


a 
. 4 


‘Roadhouse 





Indian Ingenue 
Translated into Josephine’ Har- 
mon, a*Flagstaff (Ariz.) Indian 


schoolgirl, San Soci, may have the 
femme lead in Universal’s ‘Laugh« 
ing Boy.’ She’s 18, Navajo, and wag 
thinking of become a school teacher, 





Studio’s $15 Actress 

Amid talk of dizzy film salaries, 
Dorothy Layton goes to work at 
Roach’s for $15 per week during her 
initial six months. The 19-year-ola 
is ‘only guaranteed 15 weeks in six 
months, but gets $10 weekly all year 
‘round above her salary. Miss Lay- 
ton was formerly with the Santa 
Barbara stock company. In 1937, if 
there, she earns $225 per week. 


Figure It Out 

Three-way salary fight between 
James Flood, Liberty Productions, 
and Herman Gumbin, its president, 
resulting from Flood’s direction of 
‘Mad Parade,’ has been settled, 
Flood lost a $5,000 suit against Lib- 
erty. lLiberty’s suit against Flood 
for $4,500 overpayment was dis- 
missed. Flood was awarded $10,500 
in a personal suit against Gumbin. 





‘Child’ on % 

No money will be exchanged in 
advance and Peggy Fears will have 
no say in Columbia’s production of 
‘Child of Manhattan,’ to be made 
on percentage. Columbia will use 
a Hollywood cast. 





Olympics Under Eye 


Amateur Athletic Union is watch- 
ing to see that none of the boys 
entered for the Olympics display 
their prowess in pictures. AAU 
can’t bar them from pure acting, 
but they can’t do their specialties. 





Hal Horne’s Mouse 


Hal Horne is here to work out 
details for United Artists’ mouse 
ballyhoo. Has to be ready to spring 
when Mickey Mouse and Silly Sym- 
phony cartoons take the UA label 
June 15. 





Radio Finds Out 


Coast radio is getting leary of 
studio tie-ups for mike material. 
Sample was a studio withdrawal 
of three players and a director 10 
minutes before they were to do a 
skit for a national hook up. 





Durante’s Pals 


Jimmy Durante may get his old 
partners, Lou Clayton and Eddie 
Jackson, back with him at Metro. 
Studio is willing, with Buster Keae- 
ton’s ‘Speak Easily’ the first for the 
trio if suitable spots are found in 
the. script. 





‘Interlude’ in 9 Reels 
Metro’s ‘Strange Interlude’ will 
be released in nine reels. Robert 
Leonard has completed his addi- 
tional scenes. 





St-- Promenade 


‘Grand Hotel’ opening at the Chi- 
nese was probably Hollywood's 
most photographed premiere. About 
25 cameras took it for scenes in 
various Hollywood background 
stories being made by majors and 
independents. 





California Insulted 


Taking no chances with the vaunt- 
ed but coy California sunshine, Fox 
is having a small town street for 
‘First Year’ built under cover on 
two of the Western avenue plant 
stages. 


— 





Metro-Van Dyke Pals 
All is rosy betweea W. S. Van 
Dyke and Metro. New contract 
signed last week and he directs 
‘Eskimo.’ 





2 Flow East 
They have to try Broadway. Ju- 
dith Wood planed east this week- 
end with a legit engagement as 
goal. John Griffith Wray starts 
east tomorrow (10) to see about 
personals. 





Mojica Back 
Jose Mojica back in Hollywood. 
Seems set for a musical at Fox® 
starting in July. 





Pat Casey Scrams 
Pat Casey hopped for New York 
without a wrinkle over coast stu- 
dio union ‘worries. He functions 
for the major producers only. 





Arliss Takes His 
George Arliss, from England, 
cabled Warners his acceptance of a 
reduction from $80,000 to $60,000 per 
picture. New wage scale applies on 
his productions next year. 


Mae Clarke Perks Up 
Mae Clarke expected to 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Matinee Epidemic New Chi Exhib 
Wrangle, But Has Many Defenders 


- 





Chicago, May 9. 

First double features, then price 
cutting and now daily matinees as 
the howl along film row. Small ex- 
hibitors don’t know how they’re go- 
ing to combat the new intent which 
started last week. Allied has dis- 
cussed the problem but has given 
no answer. Exchanges are receiv- 
ing the squawks with a shrug, but 
the dayi:ight shows have a number 
of deferders. 

Splurge on matinees has been 
started by the neighborhood circuit 
houses and the larger indie spots. 
It’s a direct result of the slash of 
one man from the operator scale. 
Under the two and three man sys- 
tem, formerly in effect, the nabe 
theatres found it impossible to 
operate in the afternoons as the 
overhead always ran higher than 
the small take possible. Sut wit-. 
one-man in the booth the theatres 
are opening in an attempt to milk 
a few extra coins. 


The larger houses are discover- 
ing that they can go along since 
the lower afternoon tariff is prov- 
ing a certain enticement. How- 
ever, the small spots which regu-», 
larly charge 10c, 15c and 20 cents 


at nizht have this angle as their 
particular howl—that they can’t 
operate in the afternoon since the 
necessary price cut would slice 
them down to admitting patrons at 
five andi 10 cents. And at that scale 
there’s no chaice of even clearing 
the cost. The undersized houses 
are all agreed that the matinees [n 
the bigger theatres, with their pro- 
portionately lower prices, are swip- 
ing their best patrons, the kids. 


The Kids Are Back 


This shift of youthful patronage 
is true and noticeable. The mat 
houses are discovering that they’re 
playing to tree and four times the 
number of children than formerly. 
This is credited to the lower price 
and the double features which at 
nighi run regularly past midnight. 
Parents, knowing that the young- 
sters will stick to the last reel, have 
kept their children from the thea- 
tre evenings rather than have them 
wander home so late. But with 
the afternoons now available, the 
kids are finding no parental objec- 
tion to the film houses after school. 

Many houses are now preparing 
special daylight shows for the 
juveniles, particularly as to shorts 
and comedies. Several theatres are 
planning to use all their shorts on 
two afternoons weekly, in this way 
getting some direct revenue from 
shorts which they are at present 
paying for without using. 

There’s a chance that this mati- 
nee angle may result in the eventual 
strangling of the double feature dis- 
ease, since the theatres are display- 
ing tendencies towards going single 
biils with the shorts added in the 
afternoons, retaining the duals only 
for adult night trade when they can 
also make use of the ‘adults only’ 
flickers. 





‘Sportslights’ Hearing 


Amedee J. Van Beuren is sched- 
uled to appear for examination be- 
fore trial today (Tuesday) in the 
Supreme Court, New York, in the 
suit of Grantland Rice against Van 
Beuren. It’s for recovery of money 
alleged to have been shifted from 
Sportslights Corp. to the Van 
Beuren company. 

Asserted amount involved is $21,- 
000. Louis Nizer is acting as at- 
torney for Rice. 





SOVEY ASS’T DESIGNER 

Raymond Sovey has been made 
assistant scenic designer of the 
Rockefeller Centre. Robert Edmond 
Jones is head of this department. 

Sovey is a legit designer. Previ- 
ously Albert Johnson had been fig- 
ured as going in as assistant. 





‘INTERLUDE,’ CAPITOL, JULY 4; 


Metro will put an article ahead of 
‘Strange Interlude,’ releasing it as 
‘The Strange Interlude.’ 

While on general release June 11, 
it won't go into the Capitol, New 
York, until July 4, 

Heyl is Gen’! Mgr. 

Heyl, general sales manager, 
Nas been made general manager of 
RCA Photophone, He succeeds 
Alexander Reoch, who was execu- 
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Noiseless Racket 


Hollywood, 
picture being 
showed gets along 
talker equipment 
catchline: ‘Because of 
icacy of this subject 
has been eliminated.’ 

Film was produced six years 
ago, before talkers. 


United and Irwin Co.’s_ 


May 9. 
road- 
without 
with the 
the del- 
dialog 


Sex 











In Adventure Promotion. 





Hollywood, May 9. 
To promote commonwealth pic- 
tures with South Sea and adventure 


trips held out as the come-on, two | 
companies have taken headquarters 
in the old I. E. Chadwick studio | 
building. 

United Pictures, organized by J. 
F. Reich, is making a three reel 


picture of a wild boar hunt on Santa 
Cruze islands. Upstairs, Jack Irwin 
Productions is planning a South | 
Sea expedition. After the boar hunt | 
has been completed, United Pro- | 
ductions plans to make a feature in 
Java. Both companies are adver- 
tising for actors, technicians and 
adventurers in the local papers 
offering them spots with the pro- 
duction if an investment is made. 
Several other companies lave 
tried this location promoting but 
nene have hitherto moved out to 
Hollywood to obtain studio atmos- 


| local 


| Films 
| deal 





phere for the sales talk. 


. 
Serkowich Out 
Ben Serkowich, special exploita- 
tion head for RKO theatres, is leav- 
ing that firm. He has been with 
RKO for about two years. 


Serkowich has been on 
and is now out there. 


the Coast 





‘Hotel’ Premiere Footage 
With Picture on Road 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Metro publicity department is 
editing and supplying dialog for a 
reel and a half picture made up of 
footage ground av the premiere of 
‘Grand Hotel’ at the Chinese here. 
Film will be used as a short pre- 
ceding the feature at all roadshow- 
ings. 

Metro had cameras spotted all 
over the theatre and on the roof of 
a building across the street. 


Radio’s Soviet Story 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Radio Pictures is preparing a 
story on Soviet Russia. 

Henry Wales, head of the Chi- 
cago ‘Tribune's’ foreign service, is 
writing the plot. Willis Goldbeck is 
assisting him on production techni- 
calities. 


U’S BOUL MICH STORY 
Universal City, May 9. 
Story about Chicago, sans gang- 
ster stuff, is being prepared at Uni- 








versal. Title Is ‘Michigan Boule- 
vard.’ 

Yarn is by Elynore Dolkart. Al- 
though still just an idea, Cyril 


Gardner is in mind as probable di- 
rector. 


YOUNG KELLEY’S PATENT 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Patent has been given to Wallace | 

Kelley, son of William V. D. Kelley, 

color expert, that is aimed to sim- 
plify composite photography. 





Scheme involves the elimination |} 
of tinting film orange color when- | 
ever it is used as background ma- 
| terial in the dubbing process. 
i | 

——- | 
WAYNE’S WESTERNS 
Hollywood, May 9. | 

| 





tive vice-president of the Photo- 
Phone interests. 
Reoch has been moved to Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum headquarters, and 
being assigned new duties. 


John Wayne has been picked for | 


the series of eight westerns to be 
made by Leon Schlesinger for 

Warner Bros. release. 
First of the films, to cost around 
$35,000 each, starts around May 15. 
HORKHEIMER FEATURE 
Hollywood, May 9. | 


E. M. Horkheimer, 


producer but inactive in 


pioneer picture 


the produc- 


tion field for the past several years, 

is to produce a feature from his own 

story titled ‘I Shot My Husband.’ 
Production will be at Tec-Art. 


CHI CLUB WOMEN ONLY 
TO RECOMMEND FILMS 


Chicago, May 8. 





Speaking for 
Council of the Illinois Federation cf 
Women's Club, Mrs. Richard M' 


| 
| 
| 


| 


the Better Films | 


McClure, chairman, last week stated | 


the 
the 


that there is no intention of 
council to usurp the duties of 
board of censors 

No matter what may be the an 
of the film exchanges locally, in 
their efforts to diminish the power 
of the board, the Better 
Council states that it will 
strictly with recommendation 
of films for children or adults as to 


censor 


tain unofficial preview capacities, 
the film industry, according to rep- 
resentatives, is fearful of women’s 
clubs in actual command of a cen- 


| sor concition in any city or state. 
This was revealed in conjunction 
with the censor status in Chicago 
However, if picture heads have 

| their way Chicago will have a new 


members. 
city in 
are 


qualified 
the only 
newsreels 
Picture men, 
bringing 
this and 
another 
not be 


board of highly 

Chicago is now 
the country where 
subject to censorship. 
it is learned, are already 
pressure to bear against 
are confident that within 
two months newsreels will 
subject to#shears. 


MULL ELECTION 





YEAR STORIES 


Studios are flirting with the idea 
of election year stories for release 
in late summer and early fall to 
catch the reflection of the presi- 
dential campaigns. 

Paramount may delve into prohi- 
bition by showing various effects of 
the 18th Amendment. On the de- 
pression angle Par is also apt to be 
ithe first to tackle the subject. A 
Rupert Hughes yarn on the subject 


is reported under consideration. 


Metro will release ‘Prosperity,’ 
with Marie Dressler and Polly 
Moran, this summer while in the 


presidential line most all the pro- 
ducers are considering a story un- 
der that head. Warners is making 
one with Bill Powell, Fox has Will 
Rogers in ‘If I Were President’ and 
Paramount may do ‘Phantom Presi- 
dent,’ magazine story by Charles 
Wortz. Par is making its presi- 
dential story as a musical, possibly 


‘influenced by the Pulitizer award 


for ‘Of Thee I Sing.’ 

Sam Warshawsky’'s play, ‘Woman 
of Destiny,’ dealing with a woman 
president, is also being perused by 
picture men. 





Col’s Shorts Lineup 


With Walt Disney’s Mickey Mouse 
and other cartoonics going over to 
U. A, for distribution in July, Co- 
lumbia may take over the Christie 
comedies for release as its ace 
comedy shorts series. Educational 
now distribs the Christie comedies. 

Columbia is also interested in a 
possible series of shorts with Roscoe 
Arbuckle. Much depends on the 
rotund comedian’s present vaude 
tour. Smith and Dale are another 


| Columbia shorts’ consideration. 


Auto Injuries Fatal 








| yesterday 


| heim, 


ito attend. 


Chicago, May 9. 
Anna Sankstone, 40, sister of 
Morris and Louis Rubens of 
Great States theatres, died 
University hospital here 
(Sunday) from injuries 
auto accident the 


Mrs 
Jules 
Publix 
at the 


received in 
previous week. 

The funeral was held at 
with J. J. Rubens, on coast 
Paramount convention, unable 
The dead woman's hus- 
the realty 
rvive., 


an 
Wald- 
for 


band is in business, 
Three 


Sons Su 


MAYER STAYING WEST 


Arthur L. Mayer, Publix advertis- 
ing chief, is expected to remain on 
the Coast for a week or two fol- 
lowing the close of the Par sales 


convention 
He will delve into the studio end 
Which is under Arch 


heeve, 


May Include Arbuckle 


, Suitability. And also to encourage 
family night programs and chil- 
dren's matinees. 

While encouraging women’s 
groups to circularize comment on 
pictures, and to function in cer- | 


‘Bennet Bankruptcy Lists 


| tures, 














Amusement Bonds 


Show Rebound; 


Kodak Slumps to New Low, 4414; 


Trading Dull, 

















Los May 9. 


Productions, Inc., 


Angeles, 
Spencer Bennet 
filing 
that 


now 


voluntary bankruptcy, figures 


its sole assets, four pictures 
more than 
of $58,993. 
should 


five 


in circulation, will 


cover present liabilities 
Estimating that each 
$30,000 in the 


lists 


film 


bring in next 
years, the firm its assets as 
$120,000. Pictures are ‘Facing the 
Gallows,’ ‘The Mystery of Compart- 
ment C,’ ‘The Grant Case’ and 
‘Swift Justice.’ 

Indie company decided on volun- 
tary bankruptcy when its principal 
creditor, Chauncey K. Goldsmith, 
threatened to foreclose on some of 
the film to collect his $13,040. 


Story Burns U 


week threatened 
New York 
action arising out 


Universal last 


the ‘Film Daily,’ trade 
paper, with a libel 
of publication of a story that Jack 
Schlaifer, U's sales manager, was 
out. U took ad space to deny the 
story. 

At the time the yarn 
Schlaifer was addressing 
sal’'s sales convention in 


appeared, 
Univer- 
Chicago. 





Columbia’s 2 Meets 
And Legit Play Duo 


Columbia will hold both an east- 
ern and a western sales convention, 
meeting first in Atlantic City the 


last week of this month. The west- 
ern conclave, for Los Angeles, is to 
follow immediately. 

Company will announce 26 fea- 
16 westerns and seven series 
of shorts. 

Columbia is going ahead on its 
percentage plu: for playrights and 


writers who will cut in on the gross 
intake. Company has two plays 
which it will do on this basis, 


‘Brief Moment,’ by Sam Berman, | 


and ‘Child of Manhattan.’ 





. 
— . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales Hich. Low.Tast hee 
100 Col P 4%; 4% i*4 “ 
15,000 Eastman K.. 475% 44 44° he 
300 Fox A 24s ~he 2k 
1.600 Loew A 23 y 4 a. ao 
10 Orph pf 7 7 7 
1.900 Par-P 3% 7% 2%, s 
12,800 RCA 43, 4 t's Sa 
1.000 Warner B 1! L'% I ‘ 
CURB 
400 Fox Th.. 3, 35 3, 
100 Tech . lly I's 1's 1, 
BONDS* 
$1,000 Gen. The.... 4 4 4 M4 
2,000 Loew ‘ 77 77 154 
5,000 Par-F-L .... 26 2be ee 
83.000 Par-P ....... 2 255, 2 1% 
36,000 Warner B... 16% 16 16 
* Prices as of 2:15 p. m 





N. Y. Exhibs’ Org. Off 


Organization of New York exhibl- 
tors into a state body has been 
postponed anl probably now will 


not be attempted until next fall. 
Reason given at the TOCC is that 
indies are too busy fighting adverse 


legislation to devote time to fra- 
ternizing 
FIELDS ON HIS OWN 
Hollywood, May 9. | 


remained in 
China when the Harry Garson trade 


Multicolor blew up, 
his own cross-coun- 


Leonard Fields, who 


expedition for 
will now head 
try trek, 
With the 
a Chinese 





financial assistance a 
company, Fields’. will 
spend three months on a trip across 
China into North Turkestan, filming 
a color travelog. 





Young Swope Ass’t Mgr. 


foarbert Bavard Ss 


yope’s Sor 


John. has left Harvard after two 


ind is now an assistant man- 


Mayfair theatre in New 


Aircector 


ope is a 


Stocks Go Lower 


By Al Greason 

Stock market was dull and slight- 
ly lower yesterday in all depart- 
ments Looked for continuation of 
Friday's upswing failed to develop, 
but most of the losses were trivial 
and the worst that could be said 
of the session was that it was in- 
conclusive. 

Among the amusements the out- 
look brightened materially through 


the better performance of the bonds 
that recently have shown weakness, 


Notably, the two Paramount issues 
marked up fair gains; while Loew 
loans advanced on minor dealings. 


of the bonds in this 
group had set up a barrier to any 
improvement in the stocks. It was 
patent that no operation in equity 
shares could make any progress un- 
less some defense was organized for 
the prior 

With 
throughout 


Performance 


obligations. 
prices holding fairly well 
the list, a special situa- 
tion developed in Eastman Kodak, 
which slumped to a new low for 
the depression at 44%, heavy 
offering of stock came into the mar- 
ket. Total on the day was more 
than 15,000 shares. Directors meet 
today (Tues.) for dividend action 
and observers took the stock’s ac- 
tion vesterday as a forecast of a 
cut in the rate from the present $5 
to $4. 

Betterment of theatre bonds came 
in the face of the practical cer- 
tainty that the Senate’s revenue bill 
will carry the wartime tax of 10% 
on admissions above 10 cents. 


as 


Dealings were on a small scale 
throughout the list and especially 
in the amusements, with price 


changes negligible. 
Bonds as index 

The first constructive action from 
Washington since the Congress con- 
vened last December brought on a 
sudden reversal of price tendencies 
in the stock market late last week. 
Leading issues climbed out of the 
cyclone cellar Friday and held well 
enough Saturday to absorb a good 
deal of profit taking. 

Recovery was measured by an 
advance of about four full points 
in the industrial average, marking 
at least a temporary change in the 
long decline. 

The significant detail of the week 
among the amusement stocks was 
their consistent failure to get into 
the move. Industrial shares gen- 
erally responded promptly to a dis- 
tinct betterment among the hard- 

(Continued on page 25) 


Most Studios Ignore 
Soundmen’s New Scale 
Which Hits Indies 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Arbitrary establishment last week 
of a minimum wage scale and mini- 
mum crew requirements for sound- 
men, without preliminary negotia- 
tion will probably mean _ troubl!e. 
Strife will be between the independ- 
ent and major producers concerned 
and the sound local of the IATSE, 

Notice of its action was served 
and the suddenness of it irks the 
indies who look on it as a put-up 
job in the absence of Phil Gold- 
stone, their official spokesman. 

Sound union sets up four classt- 
fications ranging from first sound- 
men at $35 a day to assistants at 
$10, calls for a minimum of four 
men to a picture and fines members 
$100 for working out of class. 

Affected besides the indies are 
those in the Hays group whose 
signatures aren't on the basic agree- 
ment on sound workers. These are 
Columbia, toach, United Artists, 
Sennett, Caddo, Sam Goldwyn, and 
Harold Lloyd. 

Although one company involved 
put on the extra man called for last 
week, understanding is the majority 
will ignore the new requirements. 








The sound men’s union is meete 
ing today (Monday), and is confi- 
dent it can put over the new mine 
imum wage scale and crew regulae 
tion which went into effect last 
Monday without previous ane 
nouncement Affected are indepene- 
| dents and those major studios not 
included in regular IATSE agree- 
ment Check by union revealed 
some studios met new terms this 
week while others did not. No ace 
tion is probable until all studios 

: ( nfed for Some are not. 
paying off until Wednesday (11). 
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8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES Tuesday, May 10, 193: 


Too Much ‘Night in K-C:'T oon Slides Back Into Doldrums; 
PRR 0 oho ge ties B08 Crowd Tab Single Gusher, $44 000: 
Oriental Bad $21,000 on ‘Room 13° 
































‘Hotel’ $32,000 in Chinese 2d Wk.; 
RKO's Nice $10,000 with Indie; .s:smrsicc's See 


° | Hotel’ and ‘Night Court. Former 
est 0 0S e e€s In ut }opened at the little Liberty Friday 
for at least two weeks, maybe long- 





















































- er, as a road show, and the other is 
ceeeemeraea ie 4 current at Loew’s Midland. The * 
we l ¢ 3 roadshowing of ‘Grand Hotel’ is the Sans , P 
Los Angeles, May 9. LYNTON $22 000 AND first in a regular picture house, as NEWARK NIFT y- KATE Chicago, May 9 

Nothing ranks in importance with | 3 formerly they have been set in the | Current week is  outsta: ding B 

ee es eee ee ‘HOTEL’ BIG IN MINN. | St2vet: SMITH HELPS $20 OOO | mainly for the ‘Cooler Inside’ signs pre’ 
-apacity ghts an very strong , 1 a ere . A : : . 
ear atl nights ¢ y ° The K. C. ‘Star _Bave the picture 4 ” that B.&K. has been sticking up, hok 

; ; a two-column review the opening 

Other Hollywood and the dow n- seen : evening, although all regular re- The signs are the tipoff for the wobe *She 
town houses are < hugging along in Minneapolis, May 9. : views appear in the Sunday papers Newark, May 9, bling business in the loop. Vie 
the valley into whi h the motion | Downtrend in theatre grosses is | three days after the openings. Ad- Nice moist weekend and name at- Only semblance of real strength Fa} 
picture turnpike increasingly de-| being interrupted, temporarily, at/ vance sale is good and with the|tractions pretty sure to build elt aa oe = eareng 
tours. In line with Cliff Work’s} least. A couple of standouts, ‘Grand small capacity of the house, under : ‘ : ' . ’ sa 1e Chicago, where ‘Three's a ly ; 
theory that pictures can be bought Hotel’ and ‘Letty Lynton,’ are turn- 900, capacity business is expected. business this week. One may take Crowd,’ tab, is getting top billing. 
on the Sena market, 7 RKO nro ing the trick this week, and the The Mainstreet has ‘Night World, one’s choice between Kate Smith at House is managing a neat array of etre 
street vaudetorium is_ presenting | downcast rialto is cheered up a mite . . ; affairs ia , ’ , . ‘ ’ 

‘Vanity Fair’ from the independent| for the moment. ‘Hotel’ will stay Groen a Aiedaaee Guaak ine he Kea cite 8, wt cod Lynton’ at Loew’s,| carriage trade on the booking, and its 
foundries of Hollywood. two weeks at the Century. land's peture ‘ and ‘Good News’ at the Newark, but| B.&K. has set a precedent again by 

Orpheum, meanwhile, is churning With ‘Lynton’ it’s like old times Retimates fer Thie Week they'll probably run in this order invading the legit columns with an 
in the vat of controversy as to fu-! at the Minnesota. Matinees, which ; . 4 d with the high above $20,000. ad for the picture house date ! 
ture policy. Mentioned among other} haye been washouts lately, have Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (870; ! Shubert opens ‘Grand Hotel’ S ‘Crowd’ had a mediocre legit ti , Cc 
possibilities is a 25-piece orchestra.| peen very good again. 50-75-$1-$1.50) — ‘Grand Hotel’ (M- S opens ‘Gran¢ oO un- bet as . moses SOS Stay : 
Not beyond plausibility is a return! state went the limit in high- |G). Nice advance sale; opened Fri-|day (15) after showing of play at "Rest pang eyo t color at 
of vaudeville to the Orph and a con- pressure salesmanship for ‘This Is day mat to near-capacity, with the| same house two weeks ago. of the pith seer baek panies is held we 
ee goer y PO | the Night,’ which also was favored tt vert ae ts Ah i agg A pe Estimates for This Week by McVickers, where ‘Strange Case till 
nically boss of the Paramount de- by en aig rac 6 ng hte * ver | week ‘Miracle Man’ (Par), second Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) of Clara Deane’ opened last Wednes- Kil 
spite his affiliation with RKO. Vari-| 1s banchon-Mareo girls from the | Week: $4,006, fair. —‘So Big’ (WB). Critics not kind| 44y (4). Tear jerker is pulling the rep 
ous rumors have no confirmation on ‘rhainaeta ERtteactel gir ie of at- Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,000; | to film but Stanwyck great favorite —— _—— = the daylight sessions alii 
this house, which has found several] (iio, 25 y 25-50)—‘Night Court’ (M-G). Ex-/and should reach $12,000. Last _ i oe tote some difficulty with C 
profitable weeks recently with : : tra strong newspaper campaign| week ‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) okay at pa we mm sheng enote United &1) 
strong pictures. Prior to that the Estimates for This Week given this one, but strong opposi- | same figure. , PR ting a Meare Lane - nee at 
grosses were melancholy and the Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— | tion counted; $16,000, fair. Last Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— ror "ah and Sta ~ a e, Pag going e 
deficit huge. ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) unit. Craw-| week ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) failed | ‘Famous Ferguson Case’ (WB), and — will Boyes nae Pe aaeg Bs PB gerbe wil 

Estimates for This Week ford-Montgomery clicking again | to hold up, $15,000. ‘ Eee  Smapeny LN). Wee DOOR t Bene tome: hee beth heartening res 

. ere. 8 OF me ‘ after stretch of dreary weeks. Pic- Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-|$4,500. Last week ‘Cohens and| *' roe ’ we 

Biltmore (1,656; 25-75), ‘Zane ¥ . ~ pita ; ; ve he relly nies , - with the “Symphony’ results. ce! 
Grey's South Sea  Adventures’| ture and stage show benefiting from | 50)—‘Night World’ (U) and yaude-| Kellys in| Hollywood’ (U), and ; ae 
(Principal). Sol Lesser rented this| word of mouth. May reach $22,000, | Ville. Poorly at $11,000. Last week | ‘Stowaway,’ nice at $5,000. Estimates for This Week mo 
ritzy legit spot to ‘send his first | good for these bad times. Last week | ‘Symphony of Six Millions’ (Radio) Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Mein Chicago (Publix-B.&K.) (4,000; vat 
travelo Y : : ‘ ’ . | ‘Sky Bride’ (Par) about $14,000, ver did not make the expected grade; | Leopold’ (Capitol). Counted to pull 50-75-85) —‘Vivienne Ware’ (Fox) 
g off to smart start; Wedg- | ‘SKy € a /V0U, very . : 4 : we re ? : * $80 
00a Nowell, film and radio actor, | bad. $15,000 only fair. on cast; $1,300. Last week, second! and ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ tab. Busi- U 
~ 9 : ied a Saal iv - : : . Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (1,-|of ‘Das Lied Ist Aus’ (Associated! ness bubbling and likely to clip off bei 
wrote and recorded descriptive com-} Century (Publix) (1,600; 50-31.50) | 999." " 95.35-50)—Amateur Daddy’ |Cinema), weak at over $800. excellent $44,000. Getting mixed "Be 
ment. Nowell is a local speed-|—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (1st week). yh me Loew’s State (2.780: 30-50) —Lett at ay : “amin « mo 
talker a la Floyd Gibbons and!| House 1 aft fortnight (Fox). The regulars like Warner s State (2,780; 30-50) etty | trade of legit patrons and bargain 
cag ae See OF Ee ent run. | Baxter; fair $6,000. Last week ‘So|Lynton’ (M-G), and vaude. Can't hunters, largely women. Town for 
deemed helpful. $4,500 deemed sat-| Fans raving and galaxy of stars - 773) . “ hel tti lose to $20,000. Last ’ : for 
isfactory to Lesser, who booked the | pulling heavil Almost $8,000 first | Pig’ (WB), $7,000, average.. 1eip setting close to 920,000. ast! seems safe for legit tabs at present, 
house for one week only A . 2 ie , Pantages (Independent) (3,200: | week ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) did bet-| every one thus far having repaid at f 
Chi: (Fox) (2,028: 50-$1.50),| © A wba ™ 2890: 60 25-40-50)—‘Fanny Foley Herself’ | ter than hoped with fine $19,000. the b. 0. Last week ‘Mouthpiece’ (G: 
ate Ox) (2,028; 9 ee | ee ee (R O) (2,890; 50)— | (radio) and stage show. Title did Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 25-| (WB) managed just passable $36,- ly 
peg -gacmsae ao oe —— Scandal for Sale (U) and vaude. not mean a thing to the customer, 50-60)—‘Sky Bride’ (Par), and ‘Good 300. to 
show (2d week). issed ret week| No names on screen or stage tO/ 1+ bana May Oliver helped some. |News’ (tab). 15c¢. bottom dropped McVickers (Publix-B.&K.) (2,200; f 
tally of ‘Hell's Angels’ by about $8,-| ec i f stiff si ut a May ped s cVickers ( 

y a aifter . be coax and, in face of atiff opposition, | Stage show continues with Harlan | 2gain and shows indicates nice $14,- | 50-75-85)—‘Clara Deane’ (Par). Mat- ish 
aes SRO Sinedat © eee” and | eoing js tough. May reach $9,000, | Christie as m.c. Poor $3,000, Last |000. Last weex ‘This Is the Night’| inees above nights. Matrons may ho! 
tween ‘Hotel's’ $5 premiere and) fair. Last week ‘Young Bride’ (Ra- | ~ ‘Ric *” , (Par), feeble at nearly $11,300. 4 flicker to good enough $25,000 we 
‘Angels’ $11 tap. First seven-day | aj 8.000 week ‘Big Timer’ (Col), same. hold flicker to g e 

coe 35 20): : male wei dio), aout $8,000. a:ann onnns Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50-| on opening week. ‘Wet Parade’ (M- Me 
count-up $35,200; second week wi State (E ublix) (2,200; 50)—‘This 60)—‘Office Girl (Radio), and vaude.| G) slid out after meagre eight-day do 
hug $32,000 or better. Virile stride| Is the Night’ (Par). Great exploita- Kate Smith and five shows should| stay to thin $20,000. { 
and certain of great business in| tion and won favorable notices, but OLSEN- JOHNSON AID top $20,000, but Mitzi Green’s flop 7 Oriental (Publix-B.&K.) (3,200: th 
opening weeks. Grauman’s prolog | $8,000 only fair. Last week ‘Tarzan’ after a big opening makes things| 59-75-85) —‘Room 13’ (Fox) and co} 
voted one of Coast Roxy’s best. (M-G), second run after poor initial ‘LENA ? 12 500 SEAT doubtful. Last week ‘Scandal for| stage show. Anna May Wong in is 
P Downtown CW B) BL at 25-65), week at Minnesota, not bad at $6,- 9 9 9 | Sale’ (U) weak at nearly $14,000. person not helping at bad $21,000 uti 
mote oy *) — Menage fog tM me ‘ Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) | indicated. Last week ‘Sky Bride’ | 
ure $11,5 0. ast week zay Cabal- Lyric (Pubix) (1,300; 35)—‘Lena —‘Shopworn’ (Col), and’ ‘Hound of| (par) ana ‘Zombie,’ mystery thriller, bis 
lero cracked out $12,200, nice show-/| Rivers’ (Tiff). Novel responsible for Seattle, May 9. the Baskervilles’ (First Div.), with| tap, had a hefty week at $36,600. an 
ing for deo reject first running in| fair turnouts. Maybe moderate Olsen and Johnson, }'lled above ;*‘Tough to Be Famous’ (FN), and Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85)— ho 
ta es . y ‘ fe]. oa o” a) v * , ~y 4 , Mr 
Oliclivwoed (WB) (2.786: 35-75) ioe ttl) gee aoe and Kel- | ‘Lena Rivers’ at the Orph, with the gg La any Some AR ‘Devil’s Lottery’ (F a age nee. 7 
4 wn Wa ’ , ’ , : : split. Stanwyc od for s ; ? hing exciting currently and 3$2],- 
show (2d-final week). Reason for| youth’ (U). About $1,200 indicated, | the town’s business with $12,500. be $3,700. Last week ‘Disorderly! ana Ben Bernie last week $25,300. 
the glee was Sl pene fair, Last week ‘Big Timer’ (Col) The nifty $6,000 for ‘Scarface’ at|Conduct’ (Fox), and ‘Law of the Roosevelt (Publix-B.&K.) (1,500; 
Second week around $13,000. Cag-| and ‘Steady Company’ (U), split, West’ (Sono-Art), with ‘Broken| 59.75-85)—House dark. May ree 
ney popular locally and picture] ground $900. the Music Box warranted a holdover Wing’ (Par), and ‘Maid to Order’| nen shortly with twin features, 
clicking just at time star in tiff with Grand (Publix) (1,100; 23)--‘One | with $3,500 currently okay, too. (Syndicate) on split, only $3,400. ‘anbecees (Rasein), last week, fin- ‘ 
studio. : ws. | Hour’ (Par). Third loop run, Doesn’t| Biz otherwise below par. Nice tate lnak ox Gave of & good 18-day 8 
Orpheum (2,270; 35-90, ‘Girl! look like more than $900, mediocre. | weather has been the most impor- run to $9,200, fine. 
Crazy’ (RKO). As a stage musical| Last week ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) close | tant deterrent. ‘Gi | C ? T b Bo t State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
it flopped locally; in tabloid it did/ to $2,000, good. ‘Grand Hotel’ goes into the Fox| UII. razy a OSIS 85)—‘Symphony’ (Radio). _ First 
Waeslies? saben Teen deel aan May 14 at roadshow scale. Recular ’ . flicker in months able to hold over 
wegen eh st week presentation policy follows, with 19,300 for opening ses- _e 
, e here. Took $19, Dp 
por pny By rigs = ee hepa Cine s Tuff 0 sish, Jack Crawford m. c.ing a stage ’ 9 | sion and may do $12,000 currently. ati 
me > toe the ‘ > poser. 1 enae y ppo band idea. The Par originally was BR Pi b h P | ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) to follow. | Ru 
ree h y an - bem af e ' ° . to have reopened with stage shows, ut itts urg ep CSS | “United Artists (Publix-UA) (1.- rer 
“Murdered. Alive’ ath “ acre But Alice White Tilts but the shift to the Fox indicates 700; 50-75-85)—This Is the Night’ wi 
whet s - ae ce that the Par will remain dark indef. Pittab: , (Par). Opening week fair at $17,600 do 
sophomores are tomorrow's alumni, 5 e Esti t f This Week Pittsburgh, May 9. ona ‘ouneuntl to 0-80 $10,000. 
the horror thing is washed up lo- ‘Lady to Big $25,500 BD ponent AA pel No stand-outs looked for this | «7 ott Lyaten” (M-G) due late this ph 
cally. " . Fifth Avenue (Fox) (2,300; 35-60) week unless it’s ‘The Mouthpiece’ waar an 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65 - — Trial of Vivienne Ware’ (fox). at the Warner. Cricks gave it a Weeds (Jones) (1,200; 50-$1-$1.50) br 
98), “Ons Nour with Kou ve) one Cincinnati, May 9. a on cn Ra opr gt — a 5 swell send-off and word of mouth!—-Grand@ Hotel’ (M-G). Doing ter- we 
ame. Third-running of ein Hot weather over weekend. Heavy | on cabo eneuniinn Hh haan also | 18 €xpected to carry it along to good | rific trade at steady $20,500 pace on * 
mount and Wilshire, but first Holly-|support of Reds by baseball fans: slow at $9,500. tll lhe —" ee Eee. eereere eee ere fe: 
wood crack; $10,000, good. Last and three-day showing here this} Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)—| Gompbination of warm weather Da 
= Amateur Daddy’ smote $9,000,| ..c% by Hagenbeck-Walace Circus honor aur tase eae pelanien ahaa and daylight saving proving too | Getting the benefit of plenty of were oo 

: . : ‘ . . se & much for other sites, however, most re and shou strike ; 

Paramount (# ranklin) (3,595; 35- under auspices of Shriners combine unit, pic barely mentioned, and big| of them casing te wideucnmer < a a dak enaaees semeavel ve 
$1), ‘The World and the Flesh’|as tough opposish for pictures, but] at $12,500. Last week ‘Symphony’ | jevels. ‘When a Feller Needs a Boat’ (RKO) not so hot at $2,200. an 
(Par) and stage show. Bancroft | biz not bad considering. (Rad) held up oke, $10,000, Friend’ and ‘Girl Crazy’ on the Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750, 10- VU. 
picture with particular exploitation ‘Grand Hotel,’ film, is doing sur- _Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-| stage at Penn may withstand too 15-25-35-50)——‘Broken Wing’ (Par). 
prominence for Miriam Hopkins. risinely well. Alice White is a b 35-50)—‘Scarface’ (UA) (24 week).' much of an onslaught but even a Weak entry will be lucky to get ac 

Around $15,000, fair. Last week the | prisingly well. ice died oud Hamrick houses advertising ‘Ham- | likely $22,000 is hardly too impres- poor $4,400. Last week, ‘Devil's Al 

holdover of Scarface’ grabbed an | boon at the Albee, helping ‘Mislead-| rick’s Thrift Theatres’ as headine in sive ter this. Géusbe. Lottery’ yanked after five days, gr 

oven ane eee seen. ting Lady’ to a nifty $25,500. new campaign, lower prices prevail- ‘So Big’ and first of Fanchon- | getting $3,900 in brief session. ok 

O (2,950; 25-90), Vanity Fair Estimates for This Week ing all around; $3,500, okay for} Marco units way off at Stanley, in- Harris (WB) (1,800; 15-25-35)— 

penal = aiceie ate — 5 re pom s pg “ye : pon a holdover, Last week big with $6,000. | dicating a bad $15,000 take. Fulton|*The Expert’ (WB) and ‘Merely G 
ns away youve . see ee ( (3,300; 35-65)—Mis- ibert (J -Von ber ray , , WwW ‘Br ‘ing,’ ; ’ (FE Tsus st-run 

week ‘Impatient Maiden’ rated $9,600. | jeading Lady’ (Par) and vaude. Liberty ehh Herberg) | way off, too, with ‘Broken Wing,’| Mary Ann’ (Fox). Usual first-1 in; 


(2,000; 10-15-25)—‘Ex-Bad Boy’ (U) | shot in day ahead of schedule when first 

















‘Ox 9094- 85 . double features making way , 
P State (Loew -Fox) (2,024; 35-$1), Stuart Walker, whose stock com-|and ‘Drifter’ (Shef). Double bill,! ‘Devil's Lottery’ was yanked after|time for one first-run and other a Gs 
Tarzan (3-3) and nage show. | panies built up local popularity, is| okay for $5,500. Last week, ‘Texas| five days, with no prospects of | second-run. No difference noted 
Weissmuller as newcomet! naturally |featured in adyertising as director | Gunfighter (Tif) and ‘Murder at| bettering poor $4,400. either way, with house sticking to 
unclassified as lure. Picture sold @8|of the screen feature and pulling! Dawn’ (Big), good, $5,000. This| ‘Grand Hotel’ slipped severall|a fairly even keel; around $2,100. | 
second Pradet Horn’; $17,000, mild. | some, Stage show, topped by Alice) house gets big play and has the ca-| grand in second week at Aldine,}Last ‘week ‘Struggle’ (CA) and 60 
Last week ‘Devil's Lottery S0C) White, stronger than usual. $25,500, | pacity for the crowds Fridays, Sat-|dropping from $19,000 to $13,500,|‘Night Patrol’ (indie) about the bii 
around $18,000. |) excellent. Last week ‘Amateur| urdays and Sundays. : | with all likelihood of winding up| same. an 
| Daddy’ (ox), $20,000. —e Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950: 15- oe pees tagger this — ‘ Penn — 2. aca 3 aa hes 
alace (RK 2,600; 30-50)—/| 95)—Three Wise Girls’ (Fox). Sat-| Another factor in abbreviated run|60-75)—‘When a Feller Needs : a 
4! Bert Green at Roach | ‘Wet Parade’ (M-G). Rippling along | isfactory $2,500, with new ni I pol-|is that picture opens two-a-day | Friend’ (M-G) and tab ‘Girl Crazy | 
Hy - - ‘ iat $14,500 pace. Last week ‘Sym- | joy here 15c. until 5 p. m Last | Stands last of this month in several] on stage. Looks like $22,000, all 6S) 
by Culver City, May 9. | phony of Six Million’ (Radio) ditto.| yee; Beauty and Boss’ (WB) fair nearby communities. ‘Dancers in|right but way below expectations an 
% Bert Green, magazine writer, has| Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-50)—| biz. $3 000 d res . the Dark,’ originally booked for|for what should be sure-fire com- Ls 
{ joined the Hal Roach scenario staff. |*Young America’ (Fox). Appeal to| Coliseum (Fox) (1,800: 25-35)—| Davis, held up to bring in ‘Sym-|bination. Last week ‘Miracle Man’ 1 $5. 
“g Green is the first writer of promi- | mothers and kiddies and effective | ‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G) and | phony of Six Million’ from Warner | (Par) worst in some time at $14,000. ‘3 
i nence to be taken by Roach in sev- | press tieups helping for $8,500, fair. | J ost Squadron’ (Rad) split week after latter picture showed a dis- Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 5 
7 eral years. Studio has been rely- | Last week ‘Sky Bride’ (Par), $9,500. | fair $2,500. Last week ‘Beast of | tinct improvement in final few | ‘So Big’ (WB) and stage show. (ff af 
a ing on gag men. directors, and staff | Lyric (RKO) (1,285; a hog og (M-G) and ‘Business and |days; $3,800 at Davis should attest |to poor start and will have to go fa 
#4 scribblers for its yarns }mous pecener -nee (FN). gga} Pleasure’ (Fox), $2,300 to re aalenen * ee a . te a even hes —_ aaa) —— Ci 
ig ex tombs commercial radio dramatization of | : ? Phin E stimates for is ee week ‘Greeks’ (UZ ane raul 
ist as oo — this vehicle over 50,000-watt WLW | Aldine (Loew) (1,800; 50-75-$1- | Whiteman picked up after slow ey 
ia is b. o. aid, but $8,000 only fair. | $1.50)——Grand Hotel’ (M-G) Slipped |start to get excellent $28,000, with Le 
TALMADGE DISTRIB SUES Last week ight” Court’ (M-G), | ‘Miracle Man’ (Par), the latter a/around five grand to $13,500 in | Whiteman getting most of the m 
Los Angeles, May 9. | $14,000, bie. | second run; split week, $3,000, poor. second week. Less than $700 ad-/| credit. 
Richard Talmadge Productions is| Shubert (2,200; 50-$1.50)—‘Grand| Last week ‘Young Bride’ (Rad), and} vance sale for third week indicates! Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-60)— hee 
eued for $9,797 for services rendered | Hotel’ (M-G) (2d week). Easing off | ‘Beauty and the Boss’ (WB), $3,500. | this session will more than likely | ‘The Mouthpiece’ (WB). Look Becsiy “ 
by Jules Burnstein. after first seven days’ strong $19,000. Family (RKO) 1,000; 15-25)— wind up engagement. me Ager a good bet for $10,000 or be ter H. 
Burnstein’s claim is for acting as Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40)—/‘Without Honor’ (Stan), and ‘Police Davis (WB) (1,700; 10-15-25-35- | Last week ‘Symphony’ — (RKO) $5 
7 0 Bes, | aie - 7| Shopworn’ (Col). 13,900, fair. Last} Court’ (Stan.). Split week, $2.500,;50)—‘Symphony of Six Million’| picked up after disappointing start 
agent for sale and distribution Of| week ‘Behind the Mask’ (Col), $4,000.| poor. Last week, ‘Get That Girl’| (RKO). Brought in here for second |to around $7,500, with strength in im 
Talmadge’s pictures the past twO/ §trand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)—| (Fischer), and ‘Silver Lining’ (UA),| downtown run after building stead-|last couple of days sending it te ans 
years. ‘Roadhouse Murder’ (RKO), and: $3,000. ily at Warner in previous stanza.i the Davis for a week. 5 his 
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‘Express and ‘Vienna’ Hold Up; 


Faithful’s’ $14,000 Hints Month 








— 


London, May 9. 
Business in the picture houses is 


pretty fair, Three pictures are 
holding up splendidly. They are 
‘Shanghai Express,’ ‘Goodnight, 





Vienna’ and ‘Arrowsmith,’ while 
‘faithful Heart’ has started strong- | 
ly at the New Gallery. 

‘Mata Hari’ was exceptionally | 
@trong at the Empire but slipped on 
ats second week. 

Estimates for Last Week 


(At Current Rate of Exchange) 

Cariton—‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) 
«8th week). Holding to a nice 
average of $17,500 and likely to run 
till the middle of June. ‘Man I 
Killed’ or ‘One Hour with You’ will 
replace whenever ‘Express’ begins 
slipping. a : 

Capitol—‘Good Night, Vienna’ (B. 
&D.) (7th week). Nice $12,500 and 
at least one more week assured. 


‘Frightened Lady’ (British Lion) 
will replace. 
Tivoli—‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (7th 


Still averaging $15,000 and 
certain to hold through its two 
months session, ‘Lost Squadron’ 
(Radio) will replace. 

Empire—Mata Hari’ (M-G). Got 
$80,000 for its two weeks, second 
being a bit below expeetations. 
*Beast of City’ (M-G) current and 
moves out at the efid of the week 
for ‘Tarzan’ (M-G), being figured 
for a fortnight. 


week). 


New Gallery—‘Faithful Heart’ 
(Gainsborough). Opened splendid- 
ly and will gross $14,000. Likely 


to hold for a month. 

Plaza—‘Lily Christine’ (Par-Brit- 
ish). Opened well but failed to 
hold up. About $20,000 for the 
week and replaced by ‘Miracle 
Man’ (Par) which, it is hoped, will 
do two weeks. 

Regal—‘Silent Voice.’ Stayed 
three weeks to a $15,000 average, 
considerable surprise since theatre 
is strictly a single week spot. ‘Rep- 
utation’ current. 

Rialto—‘A Nous La Liberte’ (To- 
bis). Completed a 15-week run to 
an average $5,500, very good and 
house will now defintely stick to 
French films. ‘Il Est Charmant’ 
(Par) is now in for a month, plus 
options. 


PORTLAND, ORE., PEPS; 
‘SYMPH,’ ‘SCARFACE’ OK 


Portland, Ore., May 9. 


Good b.o. competish this week 
stimulated biz, and it’s about time. 
Run of program pictures has been 
saving the ushers from aisle hoofing 
while moss grew on the ducat win- 
dows. 

RKO Orpheum plugging ‘Sym- 
phony of Six Million’ in a big way 
and in line for results, the first 
break for this house in several 
weeks. 

Paramount is exploiting Thurs- 

ton, the magician, as F & M show 
feature above picture ‘Amateur 
Daddy’ (Fox) and also getting at- 
tention. 
_ UA's ‘Searface’ was the only draw 
last week at the Fox-Paramount 
and doing nicely currently at the 
UA for second week. 

John Hamrick opened his newly 
acquired Oriental with WB's ‘Rich 
Are Always With Us,’ boosting 
frosses at that house and getting 
okay results. 

Legit competish furnished by 
“Green Pastures,’ road show, open- 
ing this week at the Auditorium for 
week stand, local management of 
Calvin Heilig. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (F-WC) (3,000; 25- 
60). Thurston in F. & M. unit 
billed above ‘Amateur Daddy’ (Fox) 
and doing okay with $12,000. Last 
week ‘Scarface’ (UA) clicked for 
big $13,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘Symphony of Six Million’ (Radio) 
and vaude. Big $9,500. Also vaude. 
Last week ‘Lena Rivers’ (Tiff) 
$6,100, tepid. 

United Artists (Fox) (1,000; 25- 
$5) —‘Scarface’ (UA). Second week 
after first at Paramount, going for 
fair $4,500. Last week ‘Disorderly 
Conduct’ (Fox) mild $3,900. 

Rialto (Gamble) (2,000; 25-35)— 








N. H. NOT SO NICE 


| ‘Grand Hotel’ Denting Everything— | 


‘Mouthpiece’ Fair at $7,500 


New Haven, May 9. 


Grosses fading like last rose of | 


summer. 
‘Grand Hotel’ looks to garner 
most of town’s money currently. 


Film reported as possible holdover, 
but figures to date do not warrant 
this. Fox-College due to inaug- 
urate new double-feature popular- 
priced policy following roadshow- 
ing of ‘Hotel.’ 

sijou on final week as first run 
house, due to go second run split 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (2,353: 35-65)—‘World 

and Flesh’ (Par) and unit and 


Dorothy Mackaill personal, $13,000, | 


fair. Last week, ‘Miracle Man’ 
(Par>, and unit, $11.600. 

Poli (3,046; 35-50) — ‘Amateur 
Daddy’ (Fox) and ‘Young America’ 
(Fox). Will do well to get quiet 
$7,500. Last week ‘Wet Parade’ 
(M-G) and ‘Silver Lining’ not so 
hot at $7,900. 


Roger Sherman (2,200; 35-50)— 
‘Mouthpiece’ (WB). Despite favor- 
able comment will suffer from 


‘Hotel’ competition; a light $7,500. 
Last week ‘Symphony’ was sweet 


at $9,200. 

Bijou (1,536; 35-50)—‘Tlesh Is 
Weak’ (M-G) and ‘Girl of Rio.’ 
Mild $3,300 pace. Last week ‘Are 
You Listening?’ (M-G) and ‘South 


of Rio Grande,’ only fair at $3,500. 


Open Sundays Will 
Push Balto. Films; 
‘Rich’ After $21,000 


Baltimore, May 9. 


Sunday films won at the polls last 
week by impressive figures, 112,982 
to 28,982. Law went into effect im- 
mediately and houses were open for 
business at 2 p.m. yesterday with 
plenty of customers on hand. The 
open Sunday is expected to check 
the week-end migration to Wash- 
ington, and chances are that the 
downtown houses there will be af- 
fected to a limited degree. 

Repeal ends a fight that has 
dragged over a number of years 
and now the county theatre owners 
are preparing to test the law there. 
Baltimore is a county to itself and 
communities outside the city lim- 
its do not profit by the new law. 
Group of county exhibitors plan a 
test by opening houses next Sun- 
day (15). 

Much speculation on the effect of 
the open Sunday. Opinion that it 
will slow up mid-week trade is 
general, but grosses should be big- 
ger as Sunday will now get some 
transients. 

‘Symphony’ at the Hippodrome 
and ‘Rich Are Always With Us’ at 
the Century, look outstanding this 
week. Morton Downey, at Keith's, 
also. 

Estimates for This Week 


Auditorlum (Schanbergers) (1,600; 
50-1.50), ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Now 
in third week and looks okay for 
another. Open Sunday will help. 
Last week got excellent $18,000. 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25- 
60), ‘Rich Are Always With Us’ 
(WB). Chatterton got good no- 
tices but star slipped badly here in 
recent releases: should come back 
pretty well with this picture for 
$21,000. Last week ‘Misleading 
Lady’ (Par) just a fair $18,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Symphony’ (Radio) and 
vaude, Natural for this house and 
will gross a good $15,000. Last 
week ‘Fireman’ (FN) just fair at 
$10,000. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500: 
25-50), ‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and 
vaude. Mort Downey on stage and 
radio tie-ups aiding: big $15,000. 
Last week ‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) pret- 
ty good at about $12,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800: 25-50), 
‘This Is the Night’ (Par). Competi- 
tion keen, but a pretty fair $7,000. 





Last week ‘Vivienne Ware’ (Fox) 
off at $5.500 
Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,200; 25- 


85), ‘Feller Needs a Friend’ (M-G). 
A smash at the Stanlev and with 








| 


; Week, 


Jimmy Savo and ‘Feller’ 
$15,500—Gems of Colmbs. 


Columbus, May 9. 
A kid picture plus Jimmy Savo 
heading the stage show mean biz 
for the Ohio this week, and the Pal- 
ace is due for a little better than 
usual with the risque “This Is the 
Night,’ a type of film which the 
townsfolk go for strong. Other 
houses average. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (RKO) (3,074 25-40)— 
‘This Is the Night’ (Par). Fair $5,- 
200. Last week ‘Symphony’ (Radio) 
not so good at $4,500. 
Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000 


25-50)— 


| Mills Bros. Helping ‘Flesh’ to Good 





‘When a Feller Needs a Friend’ (M- 
|G) and stage show Good $15,500 


indicated. Last week ‘Sky FE ‘ide 
(Par) fell off slightly to $14,300 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
—Letty Lynton’ (M-G). Doesn't 
look strong enough to better $7,000. 
Last week ‘Night Court’ (M-G) fair 
$6,000. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)— 
‘Man Wanted’ (WB). Good $4,500 in 
sight. Last week ‘Crowd Roars’ 
(FN) big $5,600. 





| $43,000. 
10-25)— | Hour With You’ (Par), ending with | 
this | $42,900. 


Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 
‘Scandal for Sale’ (U) At 
house should hit $2,400, which is 
plenty. Last week ‘Broken Wing’ | 


(Par) fair $2,300. 





AS MONTREAL GOES UP 


Montreal, May 9. 


main stems, but outlook for a good 
pickup currently is bright. ‘Tarzan 
will bring the Palace back into the 
limelight and a little less than a 
$16,000 gross should materialize. 

The Capitol has a brace of better 
than average pictures in ‘Mouth- 
piece’ and ‘Man Wanted,’ which 
should get around $12,500. 
has been holding up of late weeks 
and doing best biz in town, which 
‘Scandal for Sale’ won’t do anything 
to stop. 

Imperial has struck a vein in its 
French picture policy, which while 
not so good as at start is stil-a 
cash-finder. 

The nabes are feeling the begin- 
nings of warmer weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50- 
$2.50), Ethel Barrymore in ‘School 
for Scandal’ (legit). Hoping for 
better play than in Toronto and 
may gross around $12,000, advance 
sales being encouraging. Three 
days last week of ‘King’s Messen- 
ger’ with Martin-Harvey got $3,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G). Big ballyhoo and comic 
strips will put this one over big, 
and at least $16,000 is looked for. 
Last week ‘Miracle Man’ (Par) fiz- 
zled, little over $10,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Mouth- 
piece’ (WB) and ‘Man Wanted’ 
(WB). May pick house up to 
$12,500. Last week ‘Amateur Daddy’ 
(Fox) and ‘Careless Lady’ (Fox) 
$10,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Scan- 
dal for Sale’ (U) and vaude. Good 
combo program’ should realize 
around $14,500. Last week ‘Cohens 
and Kellys’ (U) and vaude fell off 
from average to $13,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), ‘Ho- 
tel Continental’ (Tiff) and ‘Nice 
Women’ (Col). Looks like better 
than usual for $8,500. ‘Three Wise 
Girls’ (Col) and ‘Men in Her Life’ 
(Col) last week, $7,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), ‘Le 
Cordon Bleu’ (Par-French). Should 
hold up to $6,000, Last week ‘Mis- 
tigri’ (Par-French), $5,500. 

Cinema de Paris (ind) (600; 
25-50), ‘La Petite Chocolatiere’ 
(French). About the 
$2,200. Last week ‘Le Roi du Cirage 
(French), $2,000. 


Loew's 





Tacoma’s Takes Tepid 


Tacoma, May 9. 


Biz dips this week, Rialto is 
still burring up the film, with 
mixed policy of double features, 


one, two and three night stands, 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-55-50) 
‘Steady Company’ (U) with Lita 
Grey Chaplin vaude unit liked, first 
three days; then ‘Night World’ (U) 
to finish week, nice $5,000 Last 
‘Carnival Boat’ (Pathe) and 
‘Symphony’ (Rad) big at $5,800 





open Sunday to aid will get a big | 





*Wayward’ (Par). Just fairly, $2,500. 
Last week ‘Speckled Band’ (British- | 
made), poor $2,600, 

Orie tal (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) | 
—'The Rich Are Always With Us” | 
(WB) Opening show under new | 
Hamric k management getting good 

0.000 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 95 | 
© 35)—‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB). Go-| 
ing for okay $5,000. Last week ‘Be- | 
hind the Mask’ (Col) fairly at $3,900. | 


$5,800 up here. Last week ‘Wet 
Parade’ (M-G) $3,800. 


Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) 


(3,600; 25-60), ‘Night Court’ (M- 
G).: Heavily billed and will do 
pretty good $19,500. Last week 


‘Miracle Man’ (Par) a disappoint- 
ment. sagging to low $15,500. 


Valencia (Loew-UA}, ‘Ferguson | 
Case’ (FN) A first run for about 
$3,800. Last week ‘Wet Parade’ 


(M-G) a fair $2,809, 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
‘Beauty and Boss’ (WB). Fair $2.- 
000. Last week ‘Crowd Roars’ (WB) 


| good with $v 500, 


|for scrambled 


| Last 


Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35) ‘When 
Feller Needs Friend’ (M-G), 3 days; 
‘Are You Listening’ (M-G) and 
Wiser Sex’ (Par) double bill, 2 
days; ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) 2 day 
total of fair $3,000. 
week, ‘Wet. Parade’ (M-G). 

Tomorrow’ (Fox): ‘Disor- 
(Fox) and ‘Cheat- 
(Fox) split 


After 
derly Conduct’ 
ers at Play,’ 


week, 


| 
| 


| 


TARZAN,’ $16,000, BIG ‘Ais 


Tab ‘Band Wagon’ Ups N. Y. Par 
To OK. $65,000; 2d Week of ‘Letty’ 
Ditto; ‘State's Atty. Nice $25,000 


B’KLYN SPOTTY | 





Indifferent weather is bringing 
indifferent results at the Broadway 
ticket windows. The machines are 
some spots clicking off ad- 
while in others they are 
The disparity between the 
the bad business is pretty 


busv in 
v missions 
| sluggish 
good and 


downtown | wide 
leading While the 


Brooklyn, May 9 
General spottiness in 
Paramount and Capitol 
isuallv, even on 


deluxers Paramount is 
: ire up igher thar 
with strength in stage show headed . > . 


profitable eeks, with each head- 
| by Mills Brothers. ing for $65,000, in the houses where 
° ° 1e kings 3 ‘ ev're . 
Estimates for This Week bw takings are down, they're very 
1 iow. 


Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) The extent of red will be heaviest 


—‘World and the Flesh’ (Par).|for the Roxy, which hopes for $35,- 
. 000 to 1e ] { tivoli 
Coolly received, but stage show with | keeping = oes mang SL ea 
Mills Brothers drawing for a good! ‘Wet Parade,’ at Rialto at $11,908, 
Last week fair with ‘One| won't be topped far by the new- 
comer, ‘Case of Clara Deane’ (Par), 
| which on $15,000 looks bad. On top 
of its weak opening, Publix imme- 


Fox (4,000: 25-35-50-65)—‘Trial of ; diately laid plans to bring in an- 
Vivian Ware’ (Fox). Indifferent at | Other Metro picture, ‘Freaks.’ It's 
; ay ateus Nasay' | ™ heduled to arrive Wednesday (18). 
pene Poy o) week ‘Amateur Daddy | Final week of ‘Miracle. Man’ 
(Fox) 7,500, | (Par), at Rivoli, ending tomorrow 
or “ or. 2k§.80.75)—— . , py 
Albee (3,500; 20-59-90 ae "| (Wednesday), is under §10,000. On 
. Attorney (Radio). may lits second week it was away down 
build to $26,000, good. Last week) at $11,950 ‘Congress Dances,’ for- 


|*Roadhouse Murder’ (Rad) and Kate) eign-made on distribution by UA, 


Last week hit some new lows on: 


average. | 


| ‘Parade’ held three days, fair $3,150. , 


| Smith on stage o. k. at $20,300. _. {debuts at the Riv r r nig 
Metropolitan (2,500; 25-35-50-65) | (Wednesday). ee ee 
—‘'The Flesh Is Weak (M-G) and Winter Garden also gets a new 
vaude just so-so at $17,000. Last } tenant next week, ‘Two Seconds’ 
jweek ‘Are You Listening’ (M-G)| (WB), with Edward G. Robinson 
| and Calloway band fair at $21,000. coming in Wednesday (18). ‘Mouth- 


Strand (2,000; 25-35-50) — ‘Man | piece,’ which it succeeds, has dis- 
| Wanted’ (WB). Slow at $10,000.| played unusual strength. On its 


|Last and second week of ‘Crowd 
Roars’ o. k. at $13,000. 


Stage Shows Most 
Provident to Prov.; 


Night Court’ $18,000 


Providence, May 9. 

Current week has nothing out of 
the way and will likely see grosses 
back to low figures. Three more 
days of ‘Grand Hotel’ at the Carlton 
is likely to affect the grind houses 
some. While road-showing of 
Metro’s five-star film hasn't turned 
out to be a wow, it has been brisk 
enough to dent grosses all around. 

Combination vaude houses here ; 
are still packing them in, even 
though pictures have been consist- 
ently weak. Loew's State will be 
the best on the main stem with 
‘Night Court.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60)— 
‘Night World’ (U) and vaude. Stage 
show pulling them in and house will 
gross close to $11,000 without any 
trouble. Last week ‘Symphony’ 
(Radio) $10,800, fair. 

Cariton (Fay) (1,400; 50-$1.50)— 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G-M). Scheduled 
to quit Wednesday (11), with en- 
gagement here extended twice al- 
ready. Picture still drawing nicely. 
Gross for first full week nearly $12,- 
000, very good. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-50)—‘While Paris 
Sleeps’ (Fox) and vaude. Howse has 
been cashing in for last couple of 
months on screen names heading 
vaudeville. This week's it’s Belle 
Bennett, and largely responsible for 


third, current, week it will do 
around $25,000, very good, 

Another lawyer cycle picture, 
‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio), which 
‘Mouthpiece’ beat to the Broadway 
scene, will yank the Mayfair up 
to $25,000, excellent. 

‘Symphony of Six Million’ (Ra- 
dio), not so bullish at $5,900 on its 
fourth week, goes out Sunday (15). 
Four days later it goes into the 
Mayfair, opening there Thursday 
night (19). 

‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G), continues 
strongly at the Astor, where it 
looks to remain for some time, 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2)—‘Grand Ho- 
te’ (M-G) (4th week). Maintaining 
& snappy gait, although since open- 
ing week the agency demand hag 
not been heavy. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50)—"Let- 
ty Lynton’ (M-G) (2d week) and 
Stage show. Demonstrating unusu- 
ally good -b. 0. stamina, indicating a 
pn $65,000 on its holdovez week. 
‘Lynton’ on first we 
Sthese ek did pretty 

Gaiety (808; $1-$2)—"Symphony 
of Six Milion’ (Radio) (4th week). 
Third stretch of seven days around 
$5,900 not gratifying. Goes out 
Sunday (15), house darkening. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85)— 
‘World and Flesh’ (Par) and stage 
show. Condensed version of ‘The 
Band Wagon,’ last season’s musical, 
believed injecting action here rather 
than George Bancroft and Miriam 
Hopkns on screen; a nice $65,000 
week augured. A strong stage show 
week before, to accompany ‘Behind 
Mask’ (Col), brought house $64,100, 
very good. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-35)—Strange 
Case of Clara Deane’ (Par). Opened 
Thursday (5), displaying weakness; 
| $15,000 its first week, very poor, 
Goes out Wednesday (18), ’Freaks’ 
(M-G) opening that night. Pre- 
vious incumbent, ‘Wet Parade,’ also 














fine biz; gross should be within $8,- |from Metro, flivved badly doing 
000. Last week ‘Sin’s Pay Day,’! 0mly $11,900 on its final (second) 
with personal appearances of Agnes |week, — 

Ayres and Herbert Rawlinson, only| Mayfair (2,200; — 35-65-85-$1)— 
thing that saved this one from slid- | ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio). Second 


ing away from $7,000 mark. | in the lawyer cycle to reach Broad- 
Loew's State (3,700; 20-50-75)—| Way. will boost Mayfair business to 
‘Night Court’ (M-G). Going great, | $25,000 this week, fine biz. In ahead 
with word of mouth expected to| of it, ‘Roadhouse Murder’ did $6,800, 
bring this one in $18,000 class sure. | @ new low for house. 
At opening picture went over big | Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1)—'Con- 
| 
| 





| with audience, which applauded so | 8T@SS Dances’ (UA). UA release of 
| loudly at point where the hero wins UFA’s English version opens to- 
| out that dialog was drowned out for | Morrow night (Wednesday), suc- 


| several minutes. Last week ‘Letty | ceeding ‘Miracle Man,’ which in ite 


| Lynton’ (M-G) below expectations | Short stay of two and a half weeks 
|} at $14,500. got nowhere; final week only $10,- 
| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— | 900. Second week of ‘Man,’ $11,950, 


‘Alias the Doctor’ (WB) and ‘Man/| miserable. 

Wanted’ (WB). Best show in town| Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50)—*Young 

for the money, but not many take-| America’ (Fox) and stage show. 

ins; around $8,500, below normal.| Another very poor week at around 

Last week ‘So Big’ (WE) got the | $35,000; house is heavily advertis- 

raves but not the biz at $8,500. ing its change over to a symphony 
Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Mira- | orchestra again under Hugo Reisen- 


cle Man’ (Par). $4,500 pace poor, as} feld, starting Friday (13). Last 
talk is against it. Last week ‘Sky | week, ‘Vivienne Ware,’ just as awful 
Bride’ (Par) proved to be the weak- | at $37,100. 

est thing house has had in weeks at | Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1)— 


$4,700. secinning next Friday | ‘Strange Love of Molly Louvain’ 
house is presenting all-colored re-| (FN). Gross of $15,000 sluggish ree 
| vues in attempt to bolster box office, | turn on this one. Previousy on ex- 
First attraction will be Harlem's, hibition, ‘So Big’ (FN), did much 
Hot Shots,’ he tter $°?1 oan 
RKO Victory (1,600; 10-30) ter Garden (1,418; 235-65-85- 


Win 


‘Partners’ (Pathe) and ‘Murder at $1)—‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) (3d week). 


| Dawn.’ Even the summer cut prices |!Continues’ to hold up admirably; 
i148 failed to bring them around ex- } $25,000 | nice. Second 
cept on opening day, which is one! stretch of even days $32,000, big. 

,; day earlier than other houses in! Picture vacates next week to let in 
town. Probably $2,500 for the week Two Seconds’ (WB). opening Wede- 
Last week ‘The Reckoning’ and ‘Of- | nesda (18) This is another Ede 
fice Girl $1,600, not so bullish. ,; ward G. Keobinson talker, * 
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~ Fleundering Philly Houses Closing 





Summer Dog-Days Hit Quakertown—Two 
Holdovers—‘2 Seconds’ Mild at $40,000 


Philadelphia, May 9. 

AS expe ted, the Boyd one of S 
W's best de luxe houses on Chest- 
nut street, has closed for the sum 


mer A fine up-to-date and easily 





eooled theatre, this one just can't 
seem to make the grade after warm 
weather sets in. This year it has 
suffered worse than usual because 


of the big shows the Mastbaum has 
been giving. 

The Stanley, Philly’s second 
largest picture house, will probably 
try summer going, with the Boyd 
now closed. Much more likely to 
close is Keith’s and there is still 
talk, too, of the Earle getting out 
the keys and camphor balls for the 
hot months. 

The Mastbaum, which pulled $43,- 
000 last week with “Good News” on 
the stage and “The Rich Are Al- 
ways with Us,’ on the screen, is not 
very bright this week with “Iwo 
Seconds’ and Cliff Edwards head- 
ing the stage show. Will be lucky 
if $40,000 is touched. 

“The Mouthpiece’ got about $18,- 
000 at the Stanley, which was good 
enough to warrant holding over. 
Plenty of favorable word-of-mouth. 
‘The Wet :svade’ was also held in 
for a second week on the strength of 
its $12,500. 

The Fox, which is floundering 
badly these days had a weak $13,000 
with ‘Vivienne Ware’ and may g0 a 
couple grand lower than that with 
this week’s ‘When Paris Sleeps.’ Ed 
Lowry heading the stage show each 
week has his own local following, 
but the shows themselves are noth- 
ing to rave about. 

On the whole, this is likely to be 
about the worst week the down- 
tewn houses have had in a long 
time. Only ‘Grand Hotel,’ road- 
showed at the Chestnut, gives any 
indication of strength. It's still a 
complete sellout and will probably 
continue so for another fortnight. 
The gross at capacity is between 
$20,000 and $20,500, 

Stanley gets ‘Symphony of Six 
Million’ tomorrow (Wednesday) and 
the Stanton gets ‘Scandal For Sale,’ 
neither likely for more than a 
week’s stay. Philly has no rule on 
days of show changes, except that 
the Mastbaum and Fox always 
switch on Friday and the Earle al- 
most always on Saturday. Stanton, 
Stanley, Keith’s and the Boyd have 
tried every day of the week and 
change their plans at the last min- 
ute, 


Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)—‘Two 
Seconds’ (FN). Mixed notices, al- 
though author is a local man. Cliff 
Edwards only name in stage show. 
Less than $40,000 indicated. ‘Rich 
Are Always with Us’ (WB) and 
‘Good News’ on the stage got $43,- 
000; less than expected. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)— 
‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) opened on a 
Saturday and held in for three days 
over one week. $18,000 was satis- 
factory. Hardly more than $6,000 
in three-day period. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75) — ‘When 
Paris. Sleeps’ (Fox). Poor week in- 
dicated with $11,000. ‘Vivienne 
Ware’ (Fox) $13,000 last week, a lit- 
tle better. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘Wet Pa- 
rade’ (M-G). Good enough for 
second week after last week's $12,- 
500. Ought to get $9,500. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘Miracle 
Man’ (Par). Disappointment at) 
$8,500. House closed for the sum- 
mer Saturday. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘The World 
and the Flesh’ (Par). Picture looks 
better than any house has had in 
some time; ought to hit $19,000. 














B.Y.0.P 


Hollywood, May 9. 
on lots of 
quiring extras to furnish their 
own costumes being ex- 
tended to include props. Gang- 
ster types bring a gun, etc. 

‘Cuts out all the _ profit,’ 
moaned one actor. ‘For $7.50 
they hire you to play an engi- 
neer and you have to furnish 
the engine.’ 


WISHY-WASHY WASH; 
‘SKY BRIDE,’ $17,000 


Custom some re- 


is 











Washington, May 9. 
With the Fox stage going out, 
things are getting back to normal 
locally with Loew actively direct- 


ing the destinies of the Fox and 
bringing in the record-holding Wes- 
ley Eddy as m. c. to start the Loew 
units in that house beginning Fri- 
day (13). 

Columbia is roadshowing ‘Grand 
Hotel, beginning that same date, 
and, not to be outdone, RKO is 
bringing in ‘State’s Attorney’ on 
that same date. Meanwhile War- 
ners’ Earle seems to being doing 
right well with the sole and exclu- 
sive presentation of vaude in con- 
nection with its pictures. 


Estimates for This Week 


Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 25-50- 
60-70). ‘Night Court’ (M-G). Held 


over and may do $5,000 on the sec- 
ond stanza; $9,500 last week. House 
goes two-a-day at $1.50 top May 12 
with*‘Grand Hotel.’ 


Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-85-40- 


70). “Rich Are Always With Us’ 
(Par) and vaude. Chatterton not 
drawing previous’ grosses. here- 


abouts but may do $17,500. Last 
week ‘Miracle Man’ (Par) came 
through pretty well here, doing $15,- 
000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60). 
‘Cheaters at Play’ (Fox) and .unit. 
Headed for another mediocre week 
at around $15,000. Last week ‘Trial 
of Vivienne Ware’ good with $19,- 


000. 
Met (Warner) (1,700; 25-35-60- 
70). ‘Famous Ferguson Case’ (FN). 


House still a terrific headache and 
this one won't help; about $4,500 at 
the most. Last week ‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ (WB) off at $3,900. 
Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-40- 


60-70). ‘Sky Bride’ (Par) and unit. 
So-so at $17,000. Last week ‘Girl 
Crazy’ was heavily featured over 


‘When a. Feller Needs a _ Friend’ 
(M-G) but didn’t get more than 
$18,000. Goes straight pictures Fri- 
day, the 13th, when the units trans- 
fer to the Fox. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,870; 25-35-50). 
‘Vanity Fair of Today’ (First Div). 
Headed for low at $5,500. Last week, 
second of ‘Symphony (Rad), $8,000. 


CROSBY-‘SKY BRIDE’ 





B’HAM SHIFTS 


New Policies—‘Lynton’ Best at Al- 
most $13,000 





Birmingham, May 9. 
Many shifts in policies are in line 
in another b. o. attempt. Ritz adopts 
the first shift this week with the 
dropping of double features and is 
launching a heavy campaign con- 





| sisting of billboards, newspaper and 


| other exploitation ideas. 


| Two weeks’ notice was posted at | 
announc- | 


| Alabama Saturday (7), 
ing discontinuance of F-M units and 
the return to straight films. Almost 
simultaneously the Empire an- 
nounced vaudeville will move into 
that house May 16. House will play 
independent acts. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) and F-M 
stage show. Stands a chance of 
topping ‘Tarzan’ in gross because 
‘Tarzan’ attracted the kids at a low 
seale; $12,750 certain. Last week 
‘Miracle Man’ (Par) and F-M unit, 
fair $9,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Sym- 
|; phony of Six Million’ (Radio). Dou- 
| ble features dropped and off to a 
|fair start with this flicker, $3,900. 
| Last week ‘Scandal for Sale’ (U) 
and ‘Lena Rivers’ (WW), $3,800. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)— 
‘Broken Wing’ (Par). Fair $1,750. 
Last week ‘Sky Bride’ (Par), $1,800. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-50)— 
‘Alias the Doctor’ (FN). Should be 
oke for around $3,800. Last week 
‘Misleading Lady’ (Par) well liked, 








but not enough customers saw it, 
$3,600. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—‘Mad 
Genius’ (WB) and ‘Cock o’ Air’ 
(UA) on split. Fair $900. Last 
week ‘Age for Love’ (UA) slipped, 
but ‘Freaks’ coming in last half 


pulled through for a nice $1,000. 


‘LETTY,’ $20,000, MEANS 
‘NO ST. LOUIS B. 0. BLUES 


St. Louis, May 9. 

Again nothing startling at the box 
offices, but considering the good 
outdoor’s weather the managers are 
generally pleased. 

Two films stand out particularly, 
‘Letty Lynton’ at Loew’s State and 
‘Symphony’ at the St. Louis. Former 
leads the procession in profits with 
latter putting house in money posi- 
tion for the first time in several 
weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,000; 25- 
35-50) — ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G). 
Looks easily the best money pic- 
ture of the week, due to Crawford- 
Montgomery combination; big $20,- 
000. Last week ‘Wet Parade’ (M- 
G) fair $18,000. 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 35-50- 
65)—‘So Big’ (WB) and unit. Stan- 
wyck popular here; may top $12,000. 
Last week ‘The World and the Flesh’ 
(Par) poor at $11,800. 

St. Louis (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-60) 
—‘Symphony of Six Million’ (RKO). 
Big plugging plus good film put- 
ting house in money class for first 
time in weeks. Take will be around 
914,500. Last week ‘Lena Rivers’ 
(Tiffany) failed to click with poor 
$7,500. 








(Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Careless Lady’ (Fox) and unit. At- 











BOST. BEST, $32,000 


Boston, May 9. 

‘Grand Hotel’ at the Majestic led 
the town last week, topping both 
legit and flicker grosses, and stays a 
third. Business excellent at nights, 
but matinees starting to slip. 

Met has Bing Crosby in person 
and pace indicates Met might hit 
$32,000. Keith-Boston is, weak again 
in the vaudeville stanza lacking a 
draw headliner with a name. Para- 
mount and Uptown continue for a 
second week with ‘Miracle Man.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 
Met (Publix) (4,300; 50-75)—‘Sky 





Lean and Mayfield helped last 
week’s biz, but picture, ‘Ferguson 
Case’ (FN) wasn’t any too hot, 
$17,500. 

Keith’s (1,800; 30-50)—‘Final Edi- 
tion’ (Col). House slipping badly 
right along; hardly more than $7,- 
000. ‘Last week ‘Crowd Roars’ 
(WB). Grossed $8,000. 


Chestnut (1,300; 50-$1.50)—‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G). Still absolute capac- 
ity. $20,000 weekly and ought to 
stay eight weeks, perhaps more. 

Karlton (1,000; 50)—‘Rich Are Al- 
ways With Us’ (WB). Moved from 
Mastbaum, should get $4,500. Last 
week ‘Wiser Sex’ (Par) dismal at 
$3,200. 

Arcadia (600; 
With Yow’ (Par). Second down- 
town showing, ought to get $3,000. 
‘Hotel Continental’ (Tiff) brutal and 
taken out short of week's stay. 


50)—‘One Hour 


Par Scans Thrillers 


Paramount is ready to further 


experiment with thrill films in the | 


belief that the so-called chillers 
still have possibilities. 

Company is figuring on ‘R.U.R., 
the Kapek play, and may also pre- 
sent ‘Island of Dr. Moreau,’ by H. 
G. Wells. 


Bride’ (Par) and Bing Crosby may 
|} do okay $32,000. Last week ‘Man 
| Wanted’ sunk to $23,000. 

Majestic ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) 
(3rd week). Naturally sliding. Sec- 
ond week brought $20,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 35- 
50-60)—Miracle Man’ (Par). Held 
over second week and down to $9,- 


000. Last week good $12,200. 
Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-60)—‘Night 
World.’ Fair at $15,000. Last week 


Symphony’ (Radio) did $10,600. 

Keith-Boston — ‘Roadhouse Mur- 
der’(Radio) and Mme. Alda. on 
stage. No wow at $15,000. Last 
|} week ‘Lena Rivers’ (Tif), $12,500, 
blah. 

Uptown (Publix) (2,200; 35-50-60) 
|; ‘Miracle Man’ (Par). 
}ond at mild $4,000 pace. 





Stays a sec- 
Last week 


fair $6,000. 
Scollay (Publix) —‘Room Thir- 
teen’ and Hardeen heading vaude. 


May hit $10,000. Last week ‘So Bic’ 


| «¢ WRB) down to $8,000. 


| 

| State (4,000; 25-50-60)—‘Felle: 
|; Needs a Friend’ (M-G). Jackie 
| Cooper and Chic Sale may hit $20,- 
1000. Last week ‘Leity Lynton’ (M- 


G), $20,000, 


oke. 


tracting but mild notice and getting 
/only $12,000. Last week ‘Amateur 
Daddy’ (Fox) little above average at 
$16,000. 

Missouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Man Wanted’ (WB) and ‘Unexpect- 
ed Father’ (U). Free parking for 
patrons inaugurated this week, 
which may help‘to get $6,000, not 
quite fair. Last week ‘Sky Bride’ 
(Par) and ‘Touchdown’ (Par) $8,600. 

Grand Central (Par) (2,000; 25- 
$1.50)—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Road- 
show picture still going strong. 
First week’s $16,000 meant plenty of 
profit for house and picture on per- 
centage arrangement. Low operat- 
in~ cost may enable picture to con- 
tinue for five or six weeks. 





BUFFALO INDIFFERENT 


Leads Biz at $23,000— 


| ‘Lynton’ 
‘Wing,’ $11,000 
Buffalo, May 9. 

Business continues average here. 
The Buffalo, with ‘Letty Lynton,’ 
; nicely paced at around $23,000, leads 
|the town. Indications are $5,500, 
with ‘Are You Listening?’ ‘Broken 
| Wing.’ at the Century, should do 
$11,000. 

Great Lakes, with ‘Mouthpiece’ 
| paced for $8,000, while the Lafayette 
}on ‘Big Timer’ looks like $7,500. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
|‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G). Will do 
$22,000, nice. Last week, ‘This 
the Night’ (Par), and Bing Crosby, 





| $21,400, fair. 

Hipp (Publix) (2.400; 25-35) ‘Are |} 
You Listening?’ (M-G); $5,500 in- 
dicated, average. “Last week ‘Sky | 

| Bride’ (Fox), $5,100. 

| Century (Publix) (3.400; 25-35- 
50) “The Broken Wing’ (Fox) and 
vaude, May do $11,000, oke. Last 





Italian Protest 





Hollywood, May 9. 
Enough is enough, declare 
several Italian societies in the 
east, protesting against gang- 
ster pictures in which the 
massacres are always perpe- 
trated by wayward Fascists. 
Although rather late in the 
|| cycle, it seems that Paul Muni, 
as ‘Scarface,’ and especially 
the peasant woman used as his 
mother in the story, has 
aroused the Romans to roar. 
Protests were referred 
the Hays office. 





to 











‘DERBY CROWDS ONLY 
MILD HELP TO L’VILLE 


Louisville, May 10. 

Hagenback-Wallace Circus on 
Friday and the Derby on Saturday 
killed two opening days for Louis- 
ville downtown theatres. Thousands 
of visitors in town, though, and 
enough expected to stay over Sun- 
day to bring record up. 


Rialto, following Alamo’s _per- 
sonal appearance business with 
Flager and Eaton of WHAS, are 


trying to draw with Hill Billy Kids 
as addition to Mark Fisher's orches- 
tra. 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Night Court’ (M-G). Over. $12,000, 
good. Last week ‘Letry Lynton’ 
(M-G), $11,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 25- 
35-50)—‘Trial of Vivienne Ware’ 
(Fox). Fair $6,800. Last week ‘So 
Big’ (WB), $6,300. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,710: °35- 


50-60)—‘Lena Rivers’ (Tiff). Weak 
$6,700. Last week ‘World and 
Flesh’ (Par), $7,100. 

Brown (2,000; 20-30-40)—Girl 


Crazy’ (Rad). Good at $3,800. Last 
week ‘Woman From Monte Carlo’ 
(FN) and ‘Compromised’ (Rad) 
weak with $2,700. 
Alamo (Fourth Ave.) 
25)—‘Sky Bride’ (Par). 
900. Last week 
(Col), $3,100. 


‘GREEKS’ ‘SYMPH’ BOTH 
BIG AT $13,000, DENVER 


Denver, May 9. 

Nothing to complain about in first 
runs. Standouts at the Rialto, for 
first time in weeks and the Para- 
mount looks a sellout. For ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ roadshow. May stay two 
weeks. 

Orpheum and Denver with differ- 
ent types of films are also doing 
good business. 

The Tabor goes to grind class, 
with three changes a week, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘So Big’ (WB). Fine $6,000. 
Last week ‘The Crowd Roars’ (WB) 
had the ropes up and did a big 
$7,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
—The Greeks Had a Word for 
Them’ (UA) and F. & M. ‘Rhapso- 
dy in Rhythm’ Idea. x00d $13,000. 
Last week ‘World and Flesh’ (Par), 
$11,900. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40- 
65)—‘Symphony of Six Million’ (Ra- 
dio) and RKO vaude. $13,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Silent Witness’ (Col) 
backed by Singer’s Midgets on the 
stage did $15,000, a nice comeback 
from the last few weeks. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 50- 
75-$1.50)—Grand Hotel’ (M-G-M). 
Roadshew film set for nice trade. 
Last week ‘Wet Parade’ (M-G-M) 
$5,900, down. 

Rialto (Huffman) (900; 
—‘Amateur Daddy’ (Fox). Fine 
$4,000. Last week ‘Waltz by 
Strauss,’ German film, fair $2,700. 


(1,000; 15- 
Fair at $2,- 
‘Final Edition’ 








25-30-50) 





Frisco Garage Men Want 
Auto Parks Eliminated 


San Francisco, May 9. 

Local theatre men have a new one 
to worry about. Garage owners are 
urging the city to campaign to elim- 
inate auto parking lots. Move will 
make it tough on downtown houses 
where parking is an important fac- 
tor. 

California Theatres Association is 
planning a fight on the proposition. 
Joker in the proposed garage ordi- 
|nance is a clause stating ‘it shall be 
| unlawful to establish an auto park- 
jing station, any exterior boundary 








Is | 


lof which is within 200 feet of any 

| exterior boundary of a_ church, 

| school, hospital or theatre.’ 

| 

| week ‘Man Wanted’ (WR), $12,250. 
Great Lakes (Publix) (3.400; 25- 

35-50) ‘The Mouthpiece’ (WB). At 

$8,000, under expectations. Last 

| week ‘Miracle Man’ (Par), $8,900. 

| Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25) ‘Big 

| Timer’ (Col). Maybe $7,500. Last 

| week ‘Hell's House’ (Zeidman), 


same figure. 


‘ynton, $44,000, 
And 2 Holdovers 
Frisco’s Briskest 


San Francisco, May 9. 
Third of a series of swell shows 
is lifting the big Fox out of the 
doldrums and the tinkle of cash is 
again a familar sound at the box. 


office. Current combination  o¢ 
Crawford~+ Montgomery in ‘Letty 
Lynton’ with Trixie Friganza on. 
stage is serving to put the upper 
Market street house back in the 
big money class. F-WC heavily 
plugged the picture as ‘Redeemeaq’: 
then, day before epening re-tagged 
it ‘Letty Lynton’ with subsequent 
changes on all ads, publicity ana 


outdoor advertising necessitated. 

F-WC is having a tough time 
selling ‘Wet Parade’ at the Para- 
mount. Advertising steering away 
from the wet vs. dry conflict and 
instead building up the laughs of 
Jimmie Durante as t’.e picture's big 
moments. Prohibition scarcely gets 
a, mention; busiress only fair. 

Golden State Theatres picked up 
Metro’s ‘Freaks,’ turned down by all 
other houses, and stuck it in the 
naborhood Rialto with a fair gross 
of $2,000 on the four days. 

After ‘smashing house records at 
United Artists, ‘Scarface’ is mov- 
ing along at a merry pace with a 
possible five weeks indicated. ‘Crowd 
Roars’ at Warners also a holdhover. 

Much local interest is being cen- 
tered on ‘Grand Hotel’ slated for 
Fox-California Thursday (12) as a 
$1.50 roadshow. 

Estomates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-60)—‘Letty Lyn- 
ton’ (M-G), and Trixie Friganza on 
stage. Smash business and splendid 
$44,000 is thir week of best grosses 
house has had in months. Last 
week Ted Lewis on stage and ‘Sky 
Bride’ (Par) pulled neat $39,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35- 
60)—‘Big Timer’ (U), and vaude. 
Special navy stunts pulling the 


sailors and $11,000 fair. Last week 
‘Behind the Mask’ (Col) $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-60) 
‘Night World’ (U). Possible $5,000 
very poor. Last week ‘Scandal for 
Sale’ (U) same. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-60) 
‘Wet Parade’ (M-G). Not drawing 
even in this wet town, fair at $13.,- 
000. Last week ‘Trial of Vivienne 
Ware’ (Fox) poor $11,000. 


United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60) 


‘Scarface’ (UA) (2d week). Great 
$18,000. First week was over house 
record with $21,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672: 35-60) 
‘World and the Flesh’ (Par) and 
stage show. Average at $17,000. 
‘Young America’ (Fox) sank to 


$14,000 last week. 

Warners (1,365: 35-50-60) ‘Crowd 
Roars’ (WB) (2d week). Clicking 
satisfactorily with © $8,000. First 
week got $13,000. 


INDPLS. INDIFFERENT; 
MIX’S 1ST UP, $10,000 


Indianapolis, May 9. 

‘Grand Hotel’ roadshowing at the 
Ohio is the current noise of the 
week, with a fairly strong advance 
sale. Sponsors rented the Ohio from 
Publix. If it makes the grade this 
week it will be held over. 

Other things in town doubtful. 
Loew’s Palace with ‘Night Court’ 
used more advertising than ‘Grand 








Hotel. Tom Mix’s first talker at 
Lyric will aid with its kid pull. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25 


35-50), ‘Trial of Vivian Ware’ (lox). 
Should end around $4,500, a slight 
drop. Being exploited over the 
radio. Last week ‘So Big’ (WB) 
closed at $6,500. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-50), ‘Famous Ferguson Case’ 
(FN) will get $5,000, mediocre. Last 
week ‘Sky Bride’ (Par) ditto. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-50), ‘World and the Flesh’ 
(Par). About $13,000, poor. There's 
always a lull after a stage presen- 
tation, such as the Camel hour unit 
last week, with ‘Ladies of the Jury’ 


(Radio), which ended at $20,000, 
okay. Next big stage attraction 
here will be Guy Lombardo and 
band. - 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 2o- 
35-50), ‘Night Court’ (M-G). Close 
to $7,000, good. Last week ‘Scar- 


face’ (UA) ended at $8,000, slightly 
above average. fs 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-59- 
50), ‘Destry Rides Again’ (U) and 
vaude. Around $10,000, better than 


average. Last week Ralston on 
stage and ‘Young America’ (Tox) 


closed at $10,000. 
Ohio (1,400; 50-$1.50), ‘Grand Ho- 





Hotel (M-G). Looks set for nicé 
trade. 
BROCKTON’S 10‘. 
Brockton, Mass., May °% 
Union employees in Brockton 
theatres have agreed to accept @ 
10% wage cut effective this mont! 


ee 


Non-union workers in three 
atres took a 5% slash last wees. 
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HE JUDGMENT OF 





A FINE STUDIO organization, of an understanding distribu- | 
tion organization, and of experienced showmen, guard- 
‘ans of thousands of box offices—has inspired the 
Paramount product for 1932-33. Public taste, registered 


at the box office, is continually creating FASHIONS IN PICTURES 
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the public every day of their lives dominates our plan 


of production. 


=. TRIUMPHANT ANSWER to depression and bad receipts 
is great stories, stars, casts and directors. Not one of 
%—= these alone is sufficient. All today are necessary and 


Paramount has combined all these resources to create 


ee, y V ARE MEETING the 


current situation with FULL STEAM AHEADand with 


box office product. 


supreme confidence that today, more than ever, America 


“.. demands the best in entertainment, in laughter, in 


constantly moulded by the unfailing BAROMETER 


OF NATIONAL TASTE-THE BOX OFFICE! 


O.. STARS, directors and stories are chosen by the 
infallible test of attendance and patrons’ comments. 
Every slight tremor in public taste is instantly reg- 
istered in our studio. Whatever the public spends 





OF gl Be money for—that’s - kind of a story you get for your 
» == next Paramount Picture. Every production is con- 


a stantly guided by the greatest director of them all— 
4 i po" THE BOX OFFICE! And because the dictates of public 
, taste are combined with abilities of Paramount’s mas- 
ter showmen and the vast resources of the Paramount 
organization—Paramount is able to turn out the smash 
hits that mean dollars in your pocket! | 
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BOX OFFICE 
NAMES 
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HAROLD LLOYD 
MARLENE DIETRICH 
MAURICE CHEVALIER 
MARX BROTHERS 
FREDRIC MARCH 
TALLULAH BANKHEAD 
GARY COOPER 
SYLVIA SIDNEY 
RICHARD ARLEN 
MIRIAM HOPKINS 
HELEN HAYES 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
STUART ERWIN 
WYNNE GIBSON 
CAROLE LOMBARD 


GENE RAYMOND 


te GEORGE 


BOX OFFICE 


x 
kx 
re 
* 
k 
* 
* 
x 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
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ADRIANNE ALLEN 


CHARLIE RUGGLES 


RICHARD BENNETT 


CLIVE BROOK 


JACK OAKIE 


RANDOLPH SCOTT 


CARY GRANT 


SARI MARITZA 


FRANCES DEE 


PHILLIPS HOLMES 


ADRIENNE AMES 


ALISON SKIPWORTH 


IRVING PICHEL 


MARY BOLAND 


GEORGE BARBIER 


CHARLES STARRETT 


FT 


DIRECTORS... 


+ + + + FH HF HK F 


ERNST LUBITSCH 


JOSEF VON STERNBERG 


ROUBEN MAMOULIAN 
JOHN CROMWELL 
RICHARD WALLACE 
DOROTHY ARZNER 
MARION GERING 
NORMAN McLEOD 


STUART _WALKER 


+ + + + HF F HK FH 


NORMAN TAUROG 
GEORGE CUKOR 
LOUIS GASNIER 
BERTHOLD VIERTEL 
DAVID BURTON 
LLOYD CORRIGAN 
STEPHEN ROBERTS 
WILLIAM SCHORR 


GEORGE SOMNES 
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WITH PARAMOUNT TODAY the exhibitor’s need is 





supreme. With showmen in control of every branch 


of its activities,—with the ultimate in studio facili- 





ties,— with the most promising young stars and 


featured players ever gathered together by one 


company,—above all, with boundless faith in the 


a ee 


. 


never-failing appeal of good entertainment 


ARAMOUNT GIVES YOU. . 
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BOX OFFICE INSURANCE 
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*VARIETY’S” LONDON OFFICE, 


the 


Cab ble Address: 


8 St. Martin’s Pl., Trafalgar 
VARIETY, LONDON, Temple Bar 56041-5042 


Tous * FOREIGN 
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“VARIETY’'S” PARIS OFFICE, Paris Bidg., 15 Roulevard des Italiens 
VARINEWS, PARIS, Central 01-57; 
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Louvre, 52-15 











OVERSEAS SALES POLICIES 





-_— 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 


—____— . 


Capetown, April 16. 
Rhodesia wants a censorship on 
entertainments. The present sys- 
tem relied on censor restrictions of 
other countries. A 50% quota of 
British films is advocated. 





director of Afritone 
Ltd., independent, 
sailed recently on the Edinburgh 
Castle for England. He may visit 
the States. Afritone Productions, 
Ltd., engaged the flyer J. A. Molli- 
son to make a talking picture of his 
record flight from England to South 
Africa at their studio itn Wynberg, 
Capetown. 

Not having facilities for screening 
picture around the country, it 
was offered to the African Consoli- 


E. A. Nason, 
Productions, 


dated Theatres, Ltd., at a low two- 
figure price, with this concern in 
reply asking if the price named in- 


cluded the negative and world’s 
rights. Had Kinemas, Ltd., still 
been in opposition fo African Thea- 
tre there probably would have beer. 
competition to secure the film. 

Fire destroyed the Elite Kinema, 
Paarl, Cape Colony. The theatre 
was owned by Kinemas, Ltd. 

Pagel’s circus and menagerie do- 
ing well in Johannesburg. 





Galli-Curei singing in Johannes- 


burg and Pretoria, 
Oswald Severn, South. African 
born, who acts as ‘double’ in risky 


stunts for film stars at Hollywood, 
is over here on a visit. He wants 
to make a South African film. 





Alex Cherniavsky left April 9 for 
Australia to meet Sybil Thorndike 
and her company. He states that a 
tour is under his direction. 





Gov't Pay in Argentine 
Helps Good Film B. 0. 


3Zuenos Aires, April 27. 

Season two months gone and crop 
of indifferent grosses increasing 
with few hits. Reason in main is 
there’s no cash. This country is 
crisising just now and will take a 
year to recover. 

Ray of sunshine when Govern- 
ment disbursed some of the back 
pay, but so far this is only drop in 
the bucket—they still owe over 
$100,000,000, which even in U. S&S. 
coinage works out at over $25,000,- 
000. Theatres suffer when most of 
the 100,000 public employees are out 
of funds. 

Spite of adverse circs the big 
pictures make money. ‘Susan 
Lenox’ did three weeks solid at Pal- 
ace and one week day and date at 
Grand Splendid, both houses at $3 
(Arg), some 25,000 paying during 
this period. MGM satisfied with 
result although most people prophe- 
sied trouble at the price. Greta 
Garbo prime favorite here and if 
only conditions were good she'd be 
a clean-up. 

Par getting into stride with ‘24 
Hours,’ which replaced ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant’ in first-run; ‘S. L.’ now 
all over the place in second, and 
will make money as all Chevalier’s 
do here. 

Universal announcing ‘Franken- 
stein’ to open new Porteno. United 
Artists had a good week with ‘Ar- 


rowsmith,’ now in second run. An- 
nouncing ‘Tonight or Never.’ 

Plenty of foreigns ‘here, mostly 
flop. 


‘Rio Girl’ O. K. Raises 
Mexico City Storm 


Mexico City, May 9§. 

Nationalistie officials are express- 
ing themselves against ‘Girl of the 
Rio, (Radio), currently at the Tea- 
tro Film is called an ingult 
against Mexico and Mexican: man- 
ners 

Most vehement critics of the film 
are several members of the Federal 
ChambBer of Deputies who have told 
Sympathetic newspapers that they 
proposed to ask the government to 


Regis. 


ban the films, as already done in 
Panama. If the authorities decline 
from the standpoint they had pre- 
Viously passed the picture, these 


deputies threaten to take legislative 
wt yn. 








Skippy’s German Echo 
Here to Dub ‘Champ’ 


Most expensive Metro import for 
dubbing purposes arrived in New 
York Wednesday (4) and left im- 
mediately for the Coast. He's nine- 
year-old Horzt Teetzmann, who will 
dub the Jacky Cooper parts for Ger- 
many. 

To get young Teetzmann, Metro 
had to pay transportation and ex- 
penses for the youngster as well 
as his mother. Also the salary is 
said to be a bit higher than usually 


paid voices because of the compli- 
cations involved. 

Present plan is to use Horzt only 
for ‘The Champ,’ sending him 


back immediately afterward, though 
Metro holds an option and may use 
him for other Cooper films. 

Mme Safroy, French actress, left 
Paris on the Paris Wednesday (4) 
t» join Metro’s French dubbing 
band. Claude Allain, her husband, 
is already there. 


LONDON SUNDAYS LOST; 
TO TRY LOCAL OPTION 


London, May 9. 

As anticipated, the legislation 
legalizing Sunday film theatres was 
killed off in debate, with the 
measure dropped. Similar bill on 
broader lines will now be intro- 
duced. 

New bill will throw responsibility 
of the Sabbath regulation on local 
authorities. Government’s argument 
is that Parliamentarians who at- 
tacked the original bill through fear 
of their religious voters would be 
free: to support local option. 





Argentine Bans Film, 
‘My Sin,’ as Offensive 


Ruenos Aires, May 9. 

Police, under instructions of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, stopped 
‘My Sin’ (Par) a few minutes be- 
fore it opened in two theatres here. 
Move was en the protest of the 
Panamaian Minister here, who 
called the picture ‘offensive against 
the manners and prestige of a 
friendly nation.’ 

‘The Cheat’ (Par) was rushed on 
the screen to replace. 


Par has had trouble with ‘My Sin’ 
in several South American coun- 
tries, because of the Panama inci- 
dents in the film. Chile for a while 
held the picture up, but finally al- 
lowed it to go on. So did Mexico. 


Touchy French Politics 


Paris, April 30. 

Possibly due to approaching elec- 
tions, interference with newsreels 
equivalent to censorship is increas- 
ingly frequent, exception being 
made for Fox Movietone which has 
strictly refrained from anything 
savoring of politics. 

In some cases exhibs have been 
warned not to release certain shots, 
being advised that they could not 
rightfully come under the heading 
of ‘news’—such as a parade of the 
Soviet Army by Eclair Journal. 
Considerable footage by local news- 
reel is given to political speeches. 





DEAN’S INCREASED DUTIES 


Albert Dean, of Paramount's for- 
eign staff, has assumed charge of 
foreign publicity and foreign film 
service. He will add these duties 
to foreign representative on the Par 
story board. 

Idea is to centralize activities of 
the foreign department to as few 
executives as possible. 





AFTER GERMAN DIRECTOR 








Metro is dickering with Geza von | 


Bolvary, German director. Von Bol- 
vary made ‘Two Hearts in Waltz 
Time,’ ‘Theft of the Mona Lisa’ and 
other German films, mostly 
musicals. 

If von Bolvary and M-G-M get 
together on pric> he will come over 
immediately, 


‘OEAL WITH 


Plan Only Six Months 


Conditions — Agree Dub- 
bing Is Best, but Divided 
on Method—Metro Im- 
ports ‘Voices,’ Par’s Di- 
rect Shot in Joinville 


TITLES IN SPANISH 


Fiexible program is the U. S. 
slogan for world film trade, allow- 
ing for possibility of immediate 
change and schedules of rfo more 
than a few months ahead. 

All American majors, with the ex- 
ception of Universal and Fox, now 
know definitely how they are going 
to proceed in Europe during the 
next ha!lf year. But all are on the 
alert to switch their movements on 
a moment’s notice where new con- 
ditions arise. 

None of the American companies 
now speaks of ‘foreign trade.’ Each 
overseas market is considered and 
handled separately, with different 
tactics for sales and production 
methods in each section. And all 
American companies look at the 
world segments in a different way. 

Most companies agree that dub- 
bing is the answer to “world. dis- 
tribution, but all disagree on man- 
ners of dubbing. Also there is con- 
siderable attempt to hush dubbing 
activity and experiment because of 
European opposition. In a number 
of American quarters, also, it is be- 
lieved that dubbing at present is too 
expensive and involved to be worth- 
while. Each company frankly ad- 
mits that whatever foreign activity 
it is taking is in the manner of an 








Metro’s Policy 

Metro is most definite in it’s pro- 
gram. Company is firmly convinced 
of the efficacy of dubbing on the 
home lot. French, German and 
Italian dubs are being made of 
about 20 pictures for the next sea- 
son by casts specially imported to 
Hollywood for the purpose. Com- 
pany is attempting to have a 
definite person on its lot to speak 
for all its stars in the various 
languages. Thus a French, German 
and Italian Garbo voice, Shearer 
voice and Crawford voice have been 
established. Idea is for the same 
voice to dub each of the star’s pic- 
tures, making for consistency. 

Each of the company’s pictures 
is discussed and analyzed for 
foreign purposes, and the same film 
seldom emerges in all. languages. 
Some are not made in Italian, some 
not in French. Depends on the orig- 
inal film’s hoped-for adaptability to 
the language involved. In England 
Metro has a contract with B. I. P. 
for quota pictures. Spain and South 
America get American films as is 
plus super-imposed Spanish titles. 
No direct shot foreign versions of 
any sort. 

Paramount Method 

Paramount ts planning no further 
ahead than three months. 
program calls for continuance of di- 





MARKET AS UNIT 


Present | 


i 
| 


Ahead, Preserving Flexi- | 
bility to Meet Changing | 














eXperiment with a hope for results. | 











FACH |French Film Ass'n Drafts Quota 


Bill on Pictures Dubbed Abroad 





BIP Out of West End 


By Transfer of Regal |: 


| 
| 


| 


Londo May 9 
John Maxwell has disposed of his 
Regal Cinema lease to Ralph Spec- 
terman, head of a syndicate con- |} 
trolling several suburban picture 


houses, including the Commodore 
Hammersmith, 
Specterman takes possession in 


August, adopting a current release 


policy. 

Move leaves B. I. P. without a 
West End House and understand- 
ing is the company is flirting with 
the official receiver of the Dominior 
and may take the house on lease, 


MGM MAKES BID FOR 


EISENSTEIN’S 220,000 FT. 


Metro is negotiating for the 
Sergei Eisenstein footage on Mexico. 
Russ director finished it several 
weeks ago, 
Russia without completing the cut- 
ting and editing because his alien 
residence permit gave out. 

Metro would like the film as is 
with the idea in mind of editing 
and cutting. Eisenstein’s backers, 
however, are holding out for’a 
clause allowing the Russ to finish 
the picture himself, argument being 
that no one but a Russian can cut 
and use ‘montage’ successfully. K. W. 
Alexandrov, Eisenstein’s assistant, 
remained in New York until last 
Wednesday (4) in an attempt to 
clear the thing up and conclude a 
sale, but failed, 

Financial backers of the picture 
will handle the sale details from 
now on. There's a total of 220,000 
feet of film involved, 


FILMING WAGNER 0 OPERA 
Abel Gance oo ae Dutchman in 
French and German Versions 


3erlin, May 9 

Financing is being arranged hére 
for Abel Gance, French director, to 
make a’ film based on Wagner's 
‘Flying Dutchman.’ 

Scenario is understood to have 
been prepared by Gance himself, 
with shooting in French and Ger- 
man versions in Munich. Munich 
locale suggests Emelka may have 
something to do with it, though it 
would be an indie production by 
Gance, as his pictures in the past. 





French News Theatre 
Growing Into Chains 


Paris, May 9. 

Newsréels are becoming increas- 
ingly popular here and newsreel 
theatres are making rapid progress. 

Ford Newsreel house chain is 
spreading out as a result of success 
almost everywhere and is planning 
to reach into Belgium now. Same 
time Pathe-Natan is preparing to 
start a special Belgian edition of 
its newsreel, 


Return visitors from Paris re- 
cently comment favorably on the 
newsreel theatre in the Gare St. 
Lazare, Paris, which is called the 
most modern theatre of its kind in 
the world. 


l rect shot foreign versions in Join- House has a number of modern 
| ville, France. Also a considerably | gadgets not seen elsewhere. It’s in 
|increased number of dubbed films,| the main railroad station in Paris 
lto be made in Joinville in French,| and is getting quite a play, 
|German*and Italian, with an o¢ - | won eo. Gl, 
leasional Spanish. tatio will be} Brookheim’s Look-See 
about one picture dubbed and one| 

feecve shot. Production in England Cc. L. Brookheim, Far Eastern 
|will cease as soon as one picture,| manager of Universal, leaves for 
currently in the making, is finished, | Hollywood. today (10) after two 
at which time Gaumont-British will} Weeks in New York, 

| start making a number of quota He will spend about two or th_e<¢ 
‘films for Par, Spain and South weeks on the Coast lookine over 
America will get mostly American | future production before sailing 
talkers with super-imposed Spanish | back to his headquarters in Mxuila. 


with an occasional version. 
Col’s Direct Shots 
Columbia is the only 


titles, 


company 


rect shot Spanish pictures for the 
(Continued on page 62) 


—— 





Berlin Man Placed 
Frank Freudenthal has been named 


| , assistant manager of the Little Car- 
definitely plotting a number of di-| negie Playhouse. 


Freudenthal is a former Berlin 
theatre man. 





Paris May 4 

Association is shi the 

raming fa new quota regulatio: 

designed t prohibit the por f 

any dubbed films nade ibroad 

Been considerable talk about such 

ia law here, and now he gesture 
j} really becomes menacing. 

New law, as being framed, would 
allow the import of foreign (mean- 
ing largely American) films for 
|dubbing purposes within France 
Dubbed product made in Hollywood 
or Berlin would be out completely. 
Those dubbed here would be al- 
lowed on a quota basis of one for 
each French subject produced o 
one for each fou French dis- 
tributed. 

In view of these possibilities 
Paramount is increasing its dubbing 





facilities in Joinville to five 


stages, 


and several of the indie producers 
are making room for considerable 
dubbing aetivity on the Sreune. 


REVOLT AGAINST SMUT 


but had to sail back to| 


ON SCREEN IN FRANCE 


Paris, May 9. 

Increasing bad reaction against 
smut in films here, with newspapers 
lambasting the offenders violently, 

‘Le Rosier de Mme. Husson (Or- 
mudz).is the latest film to be hit 
seriously. Picture made from one 
of De Maupassant’s sexiest stories 
was treated roughly by the papers 
here, being called too dirty. Made 
considerable b. o. impression, how- 
ever, until it hit the road. 

Several provincial towns ordered 
cuts, and Belgium barred the pic- 
ture unless cleaned up. 


Pirandello at Work 
On Italian Originals 


Rome, April 30. 

Pirandello is back in Rome after 
his travels, staying at his son Stef- 
ano’s house. He has five plays to be 
produced in the U. S. under con- 
tract. Three of them, ‘As You Wish 
Me,” ‘The New Colony,’ and ‘Tonight 
One Improvises,’ are already writ- 
ten. The other two, ‘The Giants of 
the Mountain’ and ‘When One Is 
Somebody’ are in course of being 
written. As is known, Greta Garbo 
is playing the lead in ‘As You Wish 
Me’, in the M-G-M version which 
will probably appear on the screen 
under a different title. Pola Negri 
will play the lead in ‘The New Col- 


ony’ on the stage. Pirandello has 
another new play coming along, 
‘Find Yourself.’ This he has written 


for his Italian star, Marta Abba. 

‘I am going to try and do some- 
thing here for the Italian cinema,’ 
Pirandello told me. ‘I am under en- 
gagement to write some originals for 
the Pittaluga-Cines Co., and I am 
very anxious to do something for 
the Italian industry.’ 

One of the stories Pirandello in- 
tends to do for the Cines is to have 
as background the electric steel fur- 
naces of Terni, the largest and most 
important in Italy. 


$28 for Garbo Double! 


Brussels, April 30. 
A Liege newspaper has started a 
competition to find doubles of Lilian 





Harvey, Greta Garbo, Henry Garat 
and Ramon Novarro. 
Sixteen prizes: Four of $28.57%, 


four of $21.43, four of $14.29, 
four of $4.28—are offered. 


LONDON STUDIES PARIS 


and 





London, April 39. 

English film exhibitors, annoyed 
at not getting any relief from en- 
tertainments tax in the national 
budget recently, have sent dele- 
gates to Paris to consider the re- 
sults from the French film theatre 
strike, 

The chance of anv of the Enge- 
lish film theatres going on strike 


as a protest agains high box-office 
axation is exceed marty small, t 
you never know 
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EXPLOITATION + + + 


By Epes W. Sargent 





Amateur Films 


One or two theatres are announc- 
ing contests for the best 16 mm. 
feature made by a local amateur be- 
tween now and the end of Septem- 
ber. Idea is to get them interested 
in technical tricks, and that means 
visits to the theatre for pointers. 

Also it means sale of film, so get 
the local supply houses to kick in 
with secondary prizes. It will help, 
too, to call attention to national 
contests of which there are two or 
three. 


Some Were Wise 


Nor years managers have been 
staging estimate contests on when 
an eight-day clock will run down. 
The other day a jeweler jokingly 
told a manager that the clock 
guessing contest was through, but 
th. manager promptly cffered to bet 
him that it could still be done. 

A clock was put in the window 
with a large ‘When will this clock 
stop? Tickets were offered for the 
best unswer. All day long people 
streamed into the shop to tell the 
jeweler that electric clocks do not 
run down, and the jeweler smilingly 
pointed out that the question was 
not when it would run down, but 
when it would stop. 

young boy drew the only ticket 
on his answer of ‘When you pull the 
plug out.’ 


Dallas Piano Contest 


Dallas 

Tie in with local schools for a 
city wide piano contest helped Curt 
Beck sell extra ducats, not men- 
tioning a barrel of good will for 
the Majestic. Contest planted for 
national music week, open only to 
grade schools. A piano for the win- 
ner. ‘News,’ morning rag, started 
the fireworks with a five-columr 
layout. 


Rain Checks 


Looking ahead to vacation time 
an exhib is preparing to collect on 
rainy days. He is having printed 2 
card to parents with the essential 
text reading: 

‘Vacation time is play time when 
it’s clear weather. But there are 
bound to be some rainy days. You 
do not want the children playing in 
the wet, and you do not want them 
cooped in the house all day. Ask 
for a supply of rain checks—they’re 
free—which will be honored at the 
bo-: office as half the price of a 
child’s ticket on all days when it is 
raining at 1 p. m. Tickets are 
issued only to parents, to indicate 
Parental approval of the visit.’ 


Batting It Over 


This one has whiskers on it, but 
it worked again. For the newest 
‘Cohen and Kelly’ a manager an- 
nounced he had received from 
Charlie Murray a pair of genuine 
Irish bats which would be on dis- 
play in his lobby. 

A small wooden box from the 
grocer was painted black and pro- 
vided with a glass front, the glass 
covered with a curtain. Those who 
raised it saw a large ad for the pic- 
ture and two half bricks. 


Moral Effect 


There’s one theatre where any 
employee caught admitting that the 
weather is hot gets a $1 fine. 

If a customer offers the opinion 
that it’s a hot day, whoever he ad- 
dresses does not contradict him, but 
merely cheerfully remarks, ‘We 
don’t notice it around here.’ 


Better Balloons 


Manager who had an idea of us- 
ng huge balloons to dress his 
lobby bought a dozen on the street. 
He burst four of the balloons, tore 
one and found the others would not 
Stay blown up. 

His doorman, an old pitchman, 
tipped him. The sample balloon 
used by the faker is not from 
the sales stock, but a specially made 
bladder intended for demonstration. 
Doorman wrote to a’slum shop and 
fot some that not only blew up, but 
Stayed there. It may help others 
with the same lobby effect in mind. 


For Classifieds 


Classified ads are one of the 
Surest ways of crashing space in a 
hard boiled daily paper, for the ad 
manager is open to suggestion that 
will help his showing where the 
editor and even the circulation 
manager may be fed up with con- 
test ideas. 

An addition to the standard 
Stunts, which usually are pretty 
well worked over, is to set up an 
eight or 10 line paragraph relat- 
ing to the picture with the linotype 
Slugs distributed through the class- 
ified sections and ticket prizes for 
the neatest assemblage of these 
lines into a complete paragraph. 
They should be pasted up after be- 
ing clipped from the ads and the 
Provision for neatness will make 
& decision a simple matter. The 





or six weeks’ ride, with front page 
mention to get the readers over to 
the ad section. 


Tennis Nets 


With summer and the tendency to | 
lighten the lobby display, the tennis | 


net seems to be due. The nets, 
which can be new or old, are strong 
along the lobby wall or fastened, 
valance-wise, to the marquee with 
the text in compo board lettering 
tacked io the net with fine wire. 

By repainting and adding letters 
as required, the net can be used 
for a number of displays, either in 
succession or spaced through the 
season. The cost is less than that 
of the sewn banner and the effect 
is better. 





Too Convincing 


New York salesman got the 
bright idea of using a fake police 
Summons to advertise his wares, 
calling recipients to appear at a 
given address. A little too real and 
plenty of people turned up. Exhib 
is now talking things over with the 
district atty. 

Most managers know better than 
to copy too closely actual legal 
papers when they use this always 
effective style of advertising. 





Campaigning 

Getting into a polite argument 
with a local women’s club, a man- 
ager contended that the sort of 
films they wanted him to play 
would not secure business. They 
insisted they would. The upshot 
was that he had a thousand cards 
printed with spaces for 10 punch 
holes and an explanation that this 
was a test of the popularity of a 
certain type of picture. 

These were given the club and 
they went out and sold the idea of 
always going to the theatre on 
Wednesday night, when the pic- 
tures were picked from the list of 
selections made by the national 
body of the club. No cash is in- 
volved, but the cards are presented 
at the door along with a purchased 
ticket and a hole punched. At the 
end of the 10 weeks the cards are 
to be taken up and the punches 
counted. 

At the end of the fifth week about 
800 cards were the weekly average, 
which is plenty gooc for the size 
of the house. If that keeps up 
the theatre will continuue these 
selected shows. 


Taking Sides 


Political campaigns will be un- 
derway next month and its going to 
be a temptation to some copy 
writers to try and cash in on the 
preconvention and partisan angles. 
It’s a temptation to be resisted. 

No matter how safe a wisecrack 
may sound, it is apt to prove 
dynamite in some quarters, and 
these days it does not pay to risk 
giving any offense. 

In the same degree siding in on 
such pictures as ‘The Wet Parade’ 
is to be avoided. Sell all such as 
pictures and not as propaganda. 
Get both sides as far as possible. 


Book ’Em Back 


One good way to life dull nights 
is to book back the summer sports 
series on golf, tennis, baseball and 
fishing, making it a point to run 
these one or two nights a week 
with a special appeal made to the 
men. Let the feature sell the wo- 
men, but appeal to the men. 

One of the best trout streams in 
New Jersey was pretty well plas- 
tered with home made announce- 
ments of a fishing series just as the 
season opened, and it brought a 
good response. 


‘Tip the Critics 
Most of the Broadway deluxe 
theatres, none of which use pro- 
grams for general distribution, 
supply the press critics with mim- 
eographed programs. Smaller the- 
atres not using programs will find 
it a good idea to follow, giving 
not only the main feature but all of 
the lesser program items. 
Managers who follow this prac- 
tice find that as a rule it results 
in a more ample story in the paper, 
since the critic has all of the items 
at his command. 


Local Genius 


Edgar Hart, of the Liberty, As- 
toria, Ore., has a local stock com- 











ipany of school boys and girls who 


turn out for special events. 

He is now giving a weekly spe- 
cial show on Friday nights at which 
he makes an effort to bring in some 
special features. 

Starting off he made his first at- 
traction two local song writers who 
gave their own compositions, and 
he writes that he was able to offset 
the annual high school show to a 
marked extent. 

Ordinarily Hart would lay back 
and give the school a chance for 
reasons of policy, but right now 
he figures that he needs all the 


Stunt ought to be good for a four , coin he can get. 





Carfare Refund 


In a bid for distant patron- 
age, Skouras’ Audubon, in the 
Washington Heights section, 
New York, offers the return of 
carfare for the asking at the 
boxoffice. 

Taxi fare not included. 











Dog Blankets 


Dog blankets ought to be good 
again with schools closing. It in- 
volves only a few tickets or pro- 
moted prizes, these being awarded 
to the dog owner who arrives at 
the theatre with his pet blanketed 
with an advertisement for the pic- 
ture. Value comes from the con- 
verging streams of youngsters 
heading for the theatre and their 
return home. 

Put up prizes for the best blan- 
kets, the best dogs, and largest and 
the smallest. 


Bonus Films 


St. Paul. 

Paramount is trying the revival 
idea as a business booster for 
opening day. Fifteen pictures re- 
cently played are listed on lobby 
easel with patrons invited to vote. 
Film drawing the most ballots is 
then shown gratis after the regu- 
lar performance the following Fri- 
day night. 

To copper this plan, the RKO 
Orpheum, whicl. discontinued free 
previews, put them in again. 





Maybe a Bargain 
Schenectady. 

Ritz theatre, Scotia, N. Y., is not 
only offering double programs but 
takes space in Schenectady papers 
to offer one share of RKO stock with 
a $5 block of ducats. Stock was 
around $3. 


‘Bride’ in the Air 
St. Paul. 

‘Sky Bride’ is getting a big cam- 
paign put on by Martin Kelly, 
Publix exploiteer. In tieup with 
‘News’ and ‘Northwest Airways,’ 
the Paramount theatre is staging 
questionnaire contest in which win- 
ners will be given aerial round trips 
between St. Paul, Chicago, Winni- 





; peg, Fargo and Duluth. Questions, 
Be of them published three-a-day 
for a week, all have to do with se- 
| quences in the picture, time of air 
mail runs, cost of passenger carry- 
ing by plane, ete., so that every- 
| body gets a plug. 
Kelly also advertised for couples 
| to be married in a plane. 


Tabs Follow Up 


Pittsburgh. 

Loew’s Penn is trying to sell the 
tab version of ‘Girl Crazy’ this 
week. ‘Crazy’ looked like it would 
be the first miniature musical in 
town, but the Stanley stole a march 
by bringing in ‘Good News’ a fort- 
night ago, thus taking the edge off 
‘Girl Crazy.’ 

So the Penn, while it doesn’t refer 
directly to Good News,’ in its news- 
paper advertisements, is getting in 





a crack or two with side lines, as: 
‘After the minnow comes the 
whale.’ 


‘One year old, not four years old,’ 
| etc. 

The campaign 
ment. 


is causing com- 





Hi-Hat Two-for-Ones 


Holly wood. 

Studio and Mirror theatres are 
handing patrons a pass for a re- 
peat admission prepared in imita- 
tion of an engraved society invita- 
tion to something or other. 

The Mirror is also trying some 
plugging in the hotels. Clerks are 
handed a bunch of passes for their 





own use and a stack of ad pads on 
which to notify guests of phone 
calls. 
Thrift Theatres 
Seattle, 
In line with general business 


trends, John Hamrick is going after 
the small coin at all his local 
houses. 

‘Hamrick’s Thrift Theatre’ is the 
headline billing used in his adver- 
tisi.g for the trio of houses, Blue 
Mouse, Music Box and Rex, 


For the Kids 


Montgomery, Ala. 
Manager Jimmie Pepper, at the 
Strand, staged a contest for the 
best dressed youngster in a cowboy 
outfit, and got business. 
Theatre passes and other prizes 
were given the winners. 














BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Tacoma, 
The Fox and Liberty at Centralia, 
Wash., and the St. Helen’s theatre 
at Chehalis, both nearby towns, sold 
to local interests. 


Grundy Center, Ia. 
Tom Waugh, former theatre op- 
erator here, has returned to take 
over Opera House and will operate 
sound. 


Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Otto C. Hauber, former owner of 
the Hauber theatre, becomes man- 
ager of the Saenger, succeeding 
Arthur Swanke, who returns to 
Helena and the Paramount. S. C. 
Coffin goes to Stuttgart, succeeding 
J. R. McEachern, who leaves Malco 
Amusement Co. 





Burbank. 

Victory theatre, former Fox-West 
Coast stand here, has been re- 
modeled and reopened as the Bur- 
bank theatre by D. W. Bowman, H. 
Y. Herond, Murray Hawkins and 
Mark Hansen. Makes the ninth 
neighborhood house operated by the 
group. 





Dallas. 
H. A. Wortham leaving as booker 
for U branch here. J. HM. Grainger, 
New Orleans, replaces. 





Birmingham. 
Roy Martin, operator of several 
houses in Alabama and Georgia, last 
week took over the Ryland, Ameri- 


cus, Ga.; Liberty, Roanoke, Ala.; 
Riviera, LaFayette, Ala., and the 
Palace at Dadeville. Gives him 


eight houses. 





Malvern, Ia. 
W.S. Powers has leased the Em- 
press here and will operate. 
Seattle. 
Terry McDaniel, former city man- 
ager for Fox, transferred to Spokane 
as manager of the Fox. 





San Francisco. 
Bob Gilmour at Orpheum as Pp. 4.., 
succeeding Gordon Wright, out after 
three days. Jack Flannery appoint- 
ed Seattle representative for Na- 
tional Screen Service by Bill Quinn, 
western manager, 





Middlebourne, W. Va. 
Nadene theatre sold by O. M. 
Freeland to H. R. Wright and Gail 
Mcintyre. 





Dallas. 

East Texas Theatre (indie) build- 
ing new house at Gladewater, Tex.; 
W. R. Womack leasing Rialto, 
Crowell, Tex., to E. L. Draper and 
B. E. Perdue; Sol Davidson leaving 
Cordell loop (Oklahoma) to ™%. G. 
Roberts; Jefferson Amusement Co., 
Beaumont, Tex., closing Tivoli 
there and Pearce in Port Arthur; 
A. Slepka revamping Crystal, Oke- 
mah, Okla., into ciass stand. 





Philadelphia. 
Paramount’s veteran branch chief 
at Philadelphia, Percy A. Bloch, has 
been promoted to a district em- 
bracing Philly and other cities. He 
succeeds Bill Smith who leaves the 
organization. 
Oscar Morgan, from the Kansas 
City exchange, another Par vet, 
takes over the Philadelphia spot 





Washington. 
F. L. McNamee, Radio branch 
manager here, switches to Philadel- 
phia e~change, succeeding S. Rosen. 
R. J. Folliard, of the Washington 
staff, assumes branch chair here. 


Jamaica, L. 1., N. Y. 
Allan D. Robertson new manager 
Loew’s Valencia succeeding Charles 
Raymon. whe has gone to Roches- 
ter. Robertson was asst. manager 
here three years ago. 





Dallas. 

Don C. Douglas, local film borrd 
head, contacting N. Y. distrib execs 
on proposed film denot 'n Son An- 
tonio. Idea is a sort of clearing 
house to speed delivery from Dallas 
exchanges to south Texas territory, 
at present involving jumps from 300 
to 800 miles. 





Seattle. 
John Hamrick has opened the 
Rex, formerly the Pantages, as 10- 
cent house. D. E. Dow is manager. 
Hamrick recently took over the 
Temple, Tacoma, for second runs 
and also has acquired the Oriental, 
Portland, as a first run. 





San Francisco. 
M. L. Markowitz sold Premier 
Oakland, to Stanley Griffin. Latter 
planning tab shows. 
W. J. Brock changed name of his 
Loyal, Sebastapool, to El Rey. 





Malvern, Ia. 





} press theatre from Mrs. Lela Mason 





| On ‘Hotel’ 

Duluth. 
| ‘Grand Hotel,’ which is at the 
| Garrick as a roadshow week of 
|} May 7, was exploited by Morris 
| Abrams, Metro repre:entative, and 
| P. F. SU_wie, Garrick manager, and 


Everett Seibel, Publix p. a. 


Pictures of film stars almost 
daily in papers for two weeks and 
racio broadcasts over WEBC. Three 
sheet ‘rave’ copy from New York 


press and large cut out heads of six 
stars around it 

Tie vp with Glass Block, biggest 
department store, had a corner 
window display with cut-out heads 
of stars, two large art displays, on 
picture and 25 stills. The display 
went in day before opening and 
remained four days. Four vacant 
stores were secured in busiest dis- 
trict of main street seven days in 
advance with elaborate displays in 
two windows of each. Displays 
consisted of stills, art work, large 
cut-out hezds, New York programs 
and special roadshow heralds. 
S:reen trailers began running eight 
days in advance in other Publix 
theatres of city. 


Handy Letters 

Many Broadway stores in New 
York are making extensive use of 
| cutout wooden letters, about two 
inches high, for windoy signs. Let- 
ters are from a toy set, costing 
around $1 for what is known as a 
5-A font, which means that there 
are five of that letter and others 
in proportion. 

Letters are highly colored in red, 


yellow and green, but can be 
painted to suit. It’s a cheap and 
effective means of making lobby 


display signs, pasted or tacked to 
card bases. 





6 Hurt in San Antone 
Theatre Stench Bombing 


San Antonio, May 9. 











W. S. Powers has leased the Em- | 


Two victims are in serious condi- 
tion at San Antonio hospital and 
four others are suffering from minor 
burns, following a stench bomb 
thrown into the Publix-Aztec here 
last week. Bomb, of sulphur variety, 
was tossed under seats by an tun- 
identified person. Somebody grabbed 
him, but he got away in the con- 
fusion. 

Quick work on part of the house 
staff averted a panic and further 
injuries before firemen arrived. 

Bombing, second for the Aztec 
within 10 days, is blamed on general 
union let out by the theatre last 
month, resulting from dispute over 
stagehands. The Texas, P-P acer, 
and the Empire (Duel) also were 
recent victims of stenchers. 





Stewart Rejoins WB 
At Brooklyn Studio 


Stuart Stewart returns to Warner 
Bros, in his former capacity of cast- 
ing director for shorts when th2 
Lrooklyn studio reopens June 6, 
Away from Warners for about a 
year, Stewart replaces Herb Hay- 
man upon his return. 

Otherwise WB’s shorts staff at 
the Brooklyn plant 
changed, Sam Saxe continuing as 
general manager of the studio and 
production and Harry Ruby in 
charge of scenarios. 


Roose’s B’s and C’s 


Chicago, May 9. 

B. and K. is lining up product with 
which to reopen the Roosevelt this 
week on a straight picture grind 
policy at 35 and 25 top, playing B. 
and C. releases one week ahead of 
the Jones, Linick & Schaefer Loop 
End theatre. 

Roosevelt closed last Wednesday 
(4) when the circuit was unable 
to continue with first runs through 
lack of product. 





$30 IN CHANGE 
Chicago, May 9. 

3usiness of ‘Grand Hotel’ (film), 
at the Woods, enticed a couple of 
burglars to attempt to crack the 
safe. Unable to get into the strong 
box they beat it with less than $30 
in nickels and dimes. 

Yegges attempted to batter the 
safe open with a hatchet, but they 
only got as far as the combination 
knob. 








Zeppo Marx’s Script 
Hollywood, May 9. 





Paramount has under considera- 
tion a script authored by Zeppo 
| Marx titled “Tom, Dick and Harry.’ 

Purchase regarded as not un- 
likely. 


remains un- 
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Talking Shorts 








‘TWENTY HORSES’ 


Comedy 

20 Mins 

Rivoli, New York 
Paramount 

Ford Sterling who specializes in 

e pompous dumbbell type, car- 
ries along this 20 minutes of sus 
tained omed\ nicely produced ind 
trickily worked out. 

Opens with ‘phone girls in busi- 
ness office keeping calls away from 
the Boss, who's ‘in conference.’ 
Switch to directors’ room, where 
everybody is frozen in thought. 
First laugh comes with. disclosure 
they're. playing a crossword game 

Boss comes out to find all the 


stenographers and clerks in a hud- 
dle, while one of the girls propounds 
a riddle: Man had 20 horses and 
three stalls. How could he put them 
away without an even number in 
any stall?’ 

Boss fires the girl for idling, and 
then falls into a trance trying to 
figure out the puzzle, which follows 
him to bed. Funny bit here, with 
droves of pen and ink horses troup- 
ing over his bed in a nightmare. 
Presently everybody gets hipped on 
the subject of the 20 horses and to 
get rid of the curse they go hunting 
the fired girl. 

Flock of taxi drivers get into the 
hunt. Then a couple of huge busses 
join the parade and a police ban- 
dit squad goes in pursuit. of the 
cavalcade for an elaborate chase, 
made funnier by the deadly serious- 
ness of everybody concerned, 

Eileen Cook, as the stenographer, 
does a capital bit of clowning and 
the subject ends up in a free for all 
with the absurd solution of the 
goofy puzzle. Rush. 


‘SHANGHAI’ 
Travelog 
10 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 
RKO Van Beuren 
Another in the Elmer Clifton-pro- 
duced Vagabond Adventure shorts, 
Gayne Whitman doing the spieling. 
This reel is above par, packing a 
lot of color into it. It starts with 
the sampan river life and goes into 
the more aesthetic aspects on. the 


‘THE BIRD STORE’ 
Silly Symphony 
8 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 

Columbia 
| Tragedy ina bird store when acat 
comes through a transom and nearly 
catches a baby canary, just 
its first singing lesson. 
ending when the cat is caged and 
| lands on a pole just out of reach of 
ja pack of eager dogs. The usual 
| happy inventions, with sound 
plied by some. bird-man act 
ithe lines of the Arnaut Bros. Not 
jas much variety as to some of the 
lother numbers, but the saucer- 
| lipped birds and the four Marx birds 
jare outstanding, notably the latter, 
lone of the cleverest bits of cari- 
| caturing to hit the cartoon screen. 








| CURIOSITIES 
| Novelty 


| 10° Mins. 
| Trans-Lux, N. Y. 
Columbia 
| QLabrador Indians that have water- 
}melon muscles between their shoul- 
| der blades from carrying canoes, and 
la Japanese typewriter with 3,000 
| characters are the most interesting 
| clips in-this latest Walter Futter 
collection. 

Natural wood letters, 


seen several times before. Waly. 


VINCENT LOPEZ 

6 Minutes 

Rialto, New York 
Paramount 


Straight orchestra number, led by 
| Lopez, and following orthodox lines. 
| Set is a vaulied room, suggesting a 
| night club. 





copation numbers, camera concen- 
trating from time to time on in- 
dividual instrumentalists. Much 
footage given to a singing group. 
Usual low down interludes with 
cornet and flute obbligatos. 
Standard filler, of good musical 











ancient glory that was Shanghai. quality, but without ' novelty in 
Abel. presentation. Rush. 
STATE’S ATTORNEY | ana other houses, successfully de- 


Radio production and release, starring 
John Barrymore; Helen Twelvétrees fea- 
tured. Directed by George Archainbaud, 
from sereen play by Gene Fowler and Row- 
land Brown. A David O. Selznick produe- 
tion, James Kevin MsGuinness assoc. prod. 
Camera, Leo Tover; art director, Carroll 
Clark; assistant director, Frank Shaw. -At 
the RKO Mayfair, N. Y., commencing 
May 5. Running time, 80 mins. 

Oo ft, RS John Barrymore 
GOO TOHTG s Ses cscedectee Helen Twelvetrees 









Vanny Powers...... be cdeeece William Boyd 
Lillian Ulrich..... eee pococontas Jill Esmond 
Nora Dean.......0.see0000,+.Mary Duncan 
bo Se eee eveoregesecies Oscar Apfel 
Senor Alvarado.............. Raoul Rowlien 
Defense. Attorney. o..cccvcscis see Ralph Ince 
SR ra -Frederick Burton 
BT SREP OR, ey Leon. Waycoff 

‘State’s Attorney,’ with John 


Barrymore starred, is good pro- 
gram boxoffice stuff if not par- 
ticularly smashing. The second to 
be released in the current cycle of 
criminal lawyer stories, an odious 
comparison must be resorted to in 
that Radio's picture must needs face 
the necessity of being No. 2, fol- 
lowing a competitor's strong start- 
off. Similarly, both the current Bar- 
rymore starrer and the other wil] 
} make it doubly difficult for any sim- 
ilar type of ensuing product. 
‘Gene Fowler's co-authorship as- 
sociation may give rise to ‘The 
Great Mouthpiece’ adaptation, but 
‘State’s Attorney’ is by no means a 
suggestion of the late Bill Fallon’s 
career. In truth the studio seems to 
have deliberately proceeded to con- 
fuse this association by making 
hanging the capital punishment, 
which, geographically at least, re- 
moves the locale from New York 
and suggests the state of Illindis 
more. 

This tendency, however, has also 
created a general confusion and 
lack of clarity in minor detail which 
the fans will sense if not analyzing 
wherein lie the shortcomings as to 
detail. In the main the suggestion 
is that the locale is New York, save 
for these discrepancies. For strictly 
local trade there are references to 
the mayor and the Central Park 
Casino, although the screen mayor, 
who performs an a.m. marriage, is 
the antithesis of Jimmy Walker. 

Aside from these relatively minor 
details, the principal shortcoming is 
that the entire romantic premise is 
predicated on a meretricious struc- 
ture. The rehabilitation of a tart, 
perhaps true enough in a realistic 
world where romance may be ac- 
cepted more readily than in 
matic transmutation, has never 
rung the bell on the screen... The 
fans may eat up the fictional story 


hokum in printer’s ink and let it go 


at that, but the same thing 
lated into celluloid, even under 
most skillful histrionic 
doesn't seem to go. 
Here the cynical criminal lawyei 
(Barrymore), who is the mouth- 
piece for Vanny Powers’ gambling 


trans- 
the 
treatment 


cine- | 


| fends June Perry (Twelvetrees) as 
a lark in a night court scene, and 
winds up with her in a suggestion 
of a happy ending fadeout. Inci- 
dentally there’s no reference to the 


idiomatic ‘mouthpiece’ throughout 
the dialog. 
Suggestion of the New York 


locale is paramount from the very 
start with the reference to stool- 
pigeons, as the result of which June 
Perry (Twelvetrees) finds herself 
up for arraignment following her 
indiscretion in attracting a passer- 
by by tapping on her window pane 
from one of the houses. which 
Vanny Powers controls. The 
‘Vanny’ nomenclature is also strict- 
ly local, as is the Birdlegs Duffy 
character. 


Crux of the plot has to do with 
Barrymore’s switching from a crim- 
inal defense lawyer to first assistant 
d. a. and sending Vanny Powers to 
the noose in a dramatic courtroom 
scene wherein he confesses his own 
shady past and announces his re- 
tirement from office with this final 
gesture, 

Casting is 100%. Bill (stage) 
Boyd is a corking heavy to the 
Barrymore-Twelvetrees leads. Miss 
Twelvetrees gives one of her best 
performances. Jill Esmond does a 
neat piece of light vamping, and by 
this performance alone evidences 
RKO’'s concern in keeping the Eng- 
lish actress on this side despite he 
immigration and visa complications. 
The support is equally noteworthy 
throughout. "> *° 

Direction and production are of a 
major league brand, which, had the 
the story been better kneaded, 
might have shaped up above, par. 
Radio's concern in.steering clear of 
any suggestion of the Fallon thing, 
especially in view of the Fowler 
script collaboration, probably ac- 
| counted chiefly for the élements of 
| looseness and occasional vacilla- 
| tions, but in the main it’s good pic- 
iture stuff, sufficient general 
| program purposes. Abel. 


et 


YOUNG AMERICA 








for 


Fox production and release, Pased on 
the play by J. F. Ballard, Screen play 
| by Wm, Counselman. Features Spencer 
| Tracy and Doris Kenyon. Geo. Schneider- 
man, camera, Eugene Grossman, sound. 
Duncan Cramer, art director, Lew Bor- 
zage and Ad, Schaumer, asst, dirs. On 


a one-week grind run at the Roxy theatre 





N. Y., starting May 6. Runing time, 71 
} Mins, 
} Jack Doray.....cccose ecvces Spencer Tracy 
Edith Doray.......eceseeses+++-VDoris Kenyon 
| Arthur Simpson,..... eoceeess lOMmMyYy Conlon 
Judge Bilake.......e.« ecececes Ralph Bellamy 
Grandma Beamish.....eccesss Beryl Merce: 
Mrs. Taylor....c.cscceoce e+ees. Sarah Padden 
Patrolman Weems...cccecse Robert Homans 
Nutty op eggercoasoce Raymond Borzage 
MaUSl BOURGES. v's ccccctescvds Dawn O'Day 
| Cassie Taylor......-. ..Betty Jane Graham 
| Ball Butler, ..cicccccecveds Spec O'Donnell 
i 
| sncnsinngumenpatt 
' 
| Propagands for juvenile courts 
; put on so thickly that the enter- 


tainment value is largely lost. 


sup- | 
along | 


taking | 
But a happy! 


! 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Burma’s oil | 
field, and petrified forests have been | 


They go in for typical Lopez syn- | 


| 


' 





Miniature Reviews 


‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio). 
Good program stuff with John 
Barrymore. Helen Twelvetrees 
is an underline name also. 

‘Young America’ (Fox). 
Hokey propaganda for juvenile 


courts. Not for smart houses 


and doubtful elsewhere unless 
there is a preponderame of 
mothers. A doubtful grosser. 


‘World and the Flesh’ (Par). 
George Bancroft and Miriam 
Hopkins miscast 


rate feature with first 


in a second 
rate 
trimmings. 

‘Strange Love of Molly Lou- 
vain’ (WB). Ordinary picture 
minus name strength. Sex- 
angle stressed as much as pos- 
sible by theatre billing and 
that seems its best chance. For 
the B and split week houses. 

‘Strange Case of Clara Deane’ 
(Par). All that is sentimental 
theatre hoke packed .into an 
even hour. Strictly for the 
minors where the clientele is 
elderly and naive. 


‘Trapeze’ (Harmonie). In- 
teresting German talker di- 
rected by E. A. Dupont. Ought 


to be fair b.o. in German the- 


atres on Ann Sten’s name 
draw. 

‘The Midnight Patrol’ (Mon- 
ogram). Outstanding inde- 


pendent feature, strong enough 
to stand on its own in all but 
the biggest theatres. 

‘South of the Rio Grande, 
(Col). Buck Jones as a Mex- 
ican rurale and getting away 
with it. Vigorous action and 
good horse opera. 

‘Sin’s Pay Day’: (Action). 
Mild ‘mouthpiece’ story which 
fits best on double bills. Not 
for the larger houses, P 

‘Vanity Fair’ (Allied). Mod- 
ern dress version of a literary 
classic that does not measure 
up to standard. Below av- 
erage program, and a probable 
poor grosser. 

‘Soil Is Thirtsy’ 
Poor Russ film 
propaganda lines. 
recommend it, 

‘Cry of the World’ (1F.F.). 
Compilation of newsreel clips 
supposed to tell everything 
that’s happened since the war. 
Too dry and pointless to get 
anywhere. 


(Amkino). 
along usual 
Nothing to 


| aatnetie direction by Frank Bor- 
zage. 

In the main it is just a succession 
of would-be punches which curl be- 
cause they are punch without sin- 
ecerity. It is all synthetic and an 
overdrawn sketching. Efforts at 
comedy relief are seldom success- 
ful and only one real laugh. For 
the greater part it is as exagger- 
ated as the old temperance plays 
where the rum crowd were all 
brutes and all the drys all saints. 

Spencer Tracy is given what most 





nearly approaches the heavy role 
jas the druggist who does not ap- 
| prove of the boy being taken into 


his home...’ He is handed impossibly 
overwritten lines, but he makes 
them ring almost true. Ralph Bel- 
lamy has a good bit as the sympa- 
thetic and understanding judge, but 
|is given some pretty terrible lines 
now and then. Doris Kenyon does 
not even scratch the surface as the 
pitying benefactress, but Tommy 
Conlon as the cause of it all does 
a little real acting here and there 
with a good average all the way 
through. He does much to save the 
picture through making the child 
as nearly boyish as the author will 
permit. Sarah Padden has.a couple 
of brief bits which the handles ad- 
i mirably, but most of the others just 
meander along, except Beryl Mer- 
cer, who is buried under her su- 
gary old lady character. 

Outside of a couple of studio ex- 
teriors which look very much like 
studio exteriors, the picture has 
been well mounted, the photog- 
raphy is above average, and the 
sound is clear and even. 


World and the Flesh 


Paramount production and release. George 
Bancroft starred, Miriam Hopkins featured. 
Directed by John Cromwell. Adapted by 
Oliver H. P. Garrett frorn play by Philipp 





Zeska and Ernst Spitz. Karl Struss, pho- 
tography. At the Paramount, N. Y., week 
May 6. Running time, 70 mins. 

TE PIODRO. c ccc cccccccscasties George Bancroft 
Maria Yaskaya..... ev edcoss Mirlam Hopkins 
Danitri. ..siiccocves eb seecoeevas Alan Mowbray 
Rutchkin........ Ceccccery ..George E. Stone 
General Spird...ccceeseees Emmett Corrigan 
SURNANOWS ....o cccceeseccccece Mitchell Lewis 
BROMO. 6 oc a ccc dwacdcceccsccese Oscar Apfel 
Ivan Ivamnovitcn....ceceeeees Harry Cording 
VOTUDIOV s ccgccerdbocecscepecacs Max Wagner 
MarkOv...ccccccccccccveves teginald Barlow 
Maria’s maid, Sasha........+-. Ferike Boros 














| Somme 

ing mothers, old maids with a com- 
plex and a few’men probably will 
approve, but the youngsters will 
sense the falseness and chil- 
dren will not be deeply interested. 
In neighborhoods where there are 
plenty of mothers the picture will 
probably appeai. It can be forced 
over where child aid societies can 
be enlisted, but as entertainment it 
is a minus quality that will show 
at the box oflice. It is badly out 
of place at the Roxy. 

Story tells of Arthur Simpson, 
regarded as the worst boy in town. 
He is cast off by his aunt, befriend- 
ed by his pal’s grandmother and 
later by the wife of a druggist who 
does not share her. appreciation of 
bad small boys; In the end all 
comes out well when the druggist is 
held up and the kid, carried off by 
the holdup men, steers the car off 
the road to prevent their shooting 
the pursuers. Story never develops 
much suspense and seldom achieves 
marked interest in spite of a sym- 


Miscasting of the two principals is 
this talker’s most glaring fault, on 
top of a story. that doesn’t rate and 
a production that does neither the 
yarn or the cast much good, despite 
its background excellence. In this 
instance it isn’t a case of any par- 
ticular department killing off a pic- 
ture’s chances. Everything in ‘World 
and the Flesh,’ a title which, inci- 
dentally, has nothing to do with the 
subject, mitigates against the pic- 
ture. 

First of all it’s one of those mor- 
bid royalty vs. peasant things. It 
provides a bungalow foundation for 
something that was meant to be a 
skyscraper. Secondly, George Ban- 
croft is no more a fiery vagabond 
sailor-lover than Miriam Hopkins is 
a hot blooded dancer, At home only 
when fighting among the men, Ban- 
croft is made to look sappy in love 
scene closeups. Miss Hopkins does 
the dancer without knee drops or 
hock steps, but: she’s always a typ- 
ical American ingenue, which isn’t 
the right idea after all. 

A complicated story about Rus- 
sia’s revolutionary days carries the 
usual twists and the customary re- 
sults. The dancer parks with the 
red leader for the night to trick him 
and thereby save her friends, but 
she falls in love while doing it, as 
usual. The rescue finish is badly 
handled. 

When the audience laughs in the 
wrong spots it’s the tip on every- 
thing. This talker’s several at- 
tempts to build up suspense toa 
high pitch are thwarted by illogical 
developments before they really get 
started. 

Most of the east, outside the leads, 
are detailed to character bits. Plenty 





of beards and overacting. Bige. 





The Woman’s Angle | 





‘The World and the Flesh’ (Par). 
dialog of a musical revue skit. 


unprepossessing. 


box office ingredients. 
torn from its mother’s arms, 


decades. 


‘State’s Attorney’ (RKO). 
of a criminal lawyer. 


‘Young America’ (Fox). The sad 
ful sympathy from matrons. 

romance-mad flaps, however. 
particularly in the metropoles. 





‘The Strange Case of Clara Deane’ (Par). 
renunciation lacks a star to dignify its hokum and derive full value from 
Older fanettes will weep over a darling baby 
commiserate with 
and be interested in a review of the feminine fashions of the last two 


The Workers versus the Nobility in 


an old-time Hollywood-Russia in which conversation sounds like. the 
Suspense that the plot holds means no 
more than a time-killer where the treatment 


is stale and the hero 





Cheaply theatric maternal 


a persecuted heroine 





Confusingly collected episodes in the life 
Unattractively titled and entirely dependent on 
John Barrymore's brilliant play-acting in a romantic, mercurial role that 
is, nevertheless, not softened for the matinee trade. 


plight of small boys who mean wl 


but are misunderstood by a preoccupied adult environment elicits tear- 
Problems of Child welfare don’t draw the 
Grosses 


will register their disinterest, 


‘The Strange Love of Molly Louvain’ (F. N.). 
;} none of which are box office pash, 
Dot- | developed with sufficient skill to rank better than so-so with the gals. 


The 
and mother-love. 


men in her life, 
Neither new nor 


into headquarters to give 





MOLLY LOUVAIN 


Warner Brothers production and release, 
Features Ann Dvorak, Lee Tracey, ki 
ard Cromwell. 
Adapted from Maurine Watkins’ play, 


che 
Directed by Michael Curtiz, 





1iNe 
sel Girl,” by Miss Watkins and Erwin 
Gelsey. Film editor, James Morley; cam. 
era, Robert Kurrie. At the Strand, N. . 
week May 5. Running time, 72 mins. 
Molly sccccccccece eeecces ceocsesesd Ann Dvorak 
SCotty..cscccsscceess bbedeseverd Lee Tracey 
JIMMY... eee cece seeeee-Richard Cromwell] 
PTETETETETECT TTL Guy Kibbee 
eeeee- Leslie Fs nton 
coecscees Frank McHugh 
Sally..-ssrccvccescsccccesess Evalyn Knapp 
Capt. Slade.....sccccsses Charles Middleton 
ROIDR. cccsccccccceseiccess Donald Dilioway 


A story of a promiscuous lass and 


a fast-talking newspaper reporter 
lacking sufficient stamina to sue. 
cessfully cope with the require. 


ments of a seven days’ deluxe date, 
3etter suited to the split weeks ang 
those houses of less pretentiousness, 
The _ story  vacillates, cast name 
power is missing and-Lee Tracey 
doesn’t spell heart interest. 
Picture’s good points 
seattered laughs and that stream- 
lined chassis belonging to Ann 
Dvorak which again goes on inter- 
mittent display. It’s for the lads, 
as are most: of the comedy lines, and 


are some 


they'll like it—but not enough. It’s 
a lightweight’ yarn which never 
takes a toehold to deliver a sock. 
It looks, however, as if Warners 
will be able to do something with 
Miss Dvorak, and it can also be 


seen what the studio has done with 
Evalyn Knapp. Latter is on the 
screen for : bout 10 feet behind a 
cigar counter. Same goes for Don 
Dilloway, who shows at the opening, 
disappears and is eventually re- 
membered as the father when the 
child steps into the running. 

It can’t be called an exacting role 
for Miss Dvorak, who continues 
best when handling  flippancies, 
though she is not at a total loss 
during dramatic sequences and 
seems worth the whirl WB is giving 
her. Miss Dvorak is reported to be 
out of the “chorus line at Metro, 
with Warners having been im- 
pressed with ‘Sky Devils’ to the ex- 
tent of making a deal with Howard 
Hughes for her contract. While 
‘Molly Louvain’ won’t impede Miss 
Dvorak at this preliminary stage 
her next one willl be important and 
will have to carry more weight. 

For Tracey the assignment is a 
romp and a throwback to his ‘Front 
Page’ (stage) character. <A _ fine 
manipulator of -high pressure, fresh 
chattering parts it’s unfortunate 
that his appearance is incapable of 
evoking : a sympathetic response 
where he has to shoulder love in- 
terest. It looks like Tracey’s only 
means to this ‘é¢nd on the screen is 
through pathos, and’ there’s none of 
that here. He's geared up all the 
way, with the story giving both he 
and Miss Dvorak none the best of 
it for film fan reaction because the 
indication until the climax is that 
Tracey will be the third male who 
has moved in with the gfrl ready to 
turn down the worshipful youngster 
(Richard Cromwell) and her child 
to trail with the newspaper dynamo. 

Story has Molly behind a hotel 
lobby counter when it opens and 
agog over a wealthy young man 
whom she doesn’t discover has 
walked out on her until arriving at 
his house for a party. Thence back 
to the salesman (Leslie Fenton) 
who has been on the make, with a 
skip in years allowing for the child, 
Having become a small-time rack- 
eteer it’s a jam when Fenton is 
caught with a stolen car and. kills 
acop. Molly and her adoring belle 
hop, having accidentally met again, 
are in the machine at the time, get 
away and have to go in hiding. 

They pick  Tracey’s boarding 
house, and hé’s-on the story for his 
paper, with no suspicion that his 
new-found girl friend is the femme 
in the case, The cops find the child, 
and it’s Traceyx’s idea to. broadcast 
that the tet is ill and thereby bring 
the mother in. ‘This radio message 
is Supposed to queer. Molly’s Euro- 
pean ideas as companion to Tracey, 
he’s dumbfounded when she *valks 
herself 
up if shé can see her daughter, and 
declares & new deal all around with 
the purpose of’ unraveling the cir- 
cumstantial’ evidence against her. 
At which point the picture finishes. 

Yarn doesn’t téally convince at 
any time. Interést is in the playing 
of Miss Dvorak*and Tracey, who 
é¢an’t ‘entirely offset the story; and 
the sidelights 6f the carefree news- 
paper bunch, hardly new. Richard 
Cromwell does well enough with a 
not too easy case of adolescent 
heartburn, while Frank Mecliugh 
gets in a couple of licks, and Fenton 
is sufficiently sinister as the weak- 
chinned salesman. 

Curtiz has followed conventional 
lines in his direction, with the cut- 
ting not as smooth as it might have 
been. This latter phase may be due 
in part to censoring. According to 
the Strand screening there are two 


or three instances where the scis- 
sorers evidently found something 
which annoyed them. Sid. 





Goulding for Davies 
Culver City May ? 
Starting date of the next Marion 
Davies picture, ‘Good Time Gir!,’ at 
Metro has been set for May 23 with 


Edmund Goulding directing from 
Francis Marion's original story. 
Film will have musical numbers. 
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TRAPEZE 


(GERMAN MADE) 


Harmonie production. Leo Breher re- 
Jease in U. S. Stars Anna Sten and fea- 
tures Reinhold, Wohlbrueck. Direction E, 
‘A. Dupont; scenario, Alfred Machard; 
adaptation, Rudolf Katscher and Egon 
Eis: photography, Friedel Behn-Grund and 
Akos Farkas; musical score, Arthur Gutt- 
mann and Walter Jurmann. At the Little 


Carnegie, N. Y. on grind run, beginning 
May 2. Running time 82 Mins. 
Marin .sccccccccccccceccess...- Anna Sten 
» eee eovececseeeess+-sReinhold Bernt 
Robby .....-- aecececeees-AdOlf Wohlbrueck 
Press Agent ....++. eooseee--Otto Wallburg 
Grimby ccccceccccses 90se¢éene Curt Gerron 
A. E. Dupont’s first German 
talker and, from many standpoints 
a splendid production. It doesn’t 
quite make the grade, which is a 


shame, and it will be compared 
(unnecessarily) to ‘Variety,’ Du- 
pont’s silent film monument, and 
lose in the comparison. 
that it ought to be fair box office 
in Teuton theatres in the U. S. 

Unfortunately Dupont uses al- 
most the same theme here as he did 
in ‘Variety.’ It’s a circus yarn 
again, with the triangle angle. It’s 
a different form of technique and 
there are different twists in the 
yarn, but the comparison is un- 
avoidable. When he made ‘Variety,’ 
however, he had mastered the silent 
camera. When he made ‘Salto 
Mortale’ (German title of ‘Trapeze’) 
he wasn’t quite sure of himself, 
and muffed in a few places. 

Dialogue is the greatest fault. 
Dupont attempts here to clip his 
dialogue, using only words that 
are necessary. They make for an 
unreal atmosphere and are very 
much unconvincing. 

Story also has a tough time get- 
ting started. First three reels are 
very slow and tiresome. Then Du- 
pont really hits his stride and the 
film begins gathering speed. By 
the final reel he has managed to 
gather up the traditional Teuton 
power and the film ends with some 
highly gripping and intensely in- 
teresting scenes. What Dupont 
should have done was to go back 
and retake the first portion. Maybe 
he didn’t realize this, or maybe he 
had strained his German producers’ 
pocketbook to the utmost. 

Story has to do with two lion 
feeders and a Russian girl acrobat. 
One of the lads and the girl evolve 
a highly dangerous trapeze trick 
which is worked with the use of a 
lever handled by the third. The 
acros get married and the husband 


misses, breaking his leg. His pal 
changes places with him. Girl's 


love switches. Man, finding out, 
allows the lever to slip, both miss 
the trick, but by a second’s breath 
manage to save themselves. 

It’s worked out beautifully, with 
every point carefully handled and 
pointed up. But only after the 
marriage and first accident. Up to 
then there’s an excess of unneces- 
gary detail. 

Another thing that hurts the pic- 
ture is that Dupont attempts quite 
a bit of montage and over-uses his 
pram camera. Photography as a 
result is not all that it should be, 
and sound blurs in spots. 

Anna Sten as the girl is not as 
successful as in past _ pictures, 
though still highly appealing. Other 
parts are capably handled by Rein- 
hold Bernt and Adolf Wohlbrueck, 
from Berlin legit and comparatively 
unknown to film folk. Otto Wall- 
burg and Curt Gerron in minor 
parts are okay and help draw. 

Kauf. 


Graefin von Monte Christo 


(‘Countess of Monte Christo’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Berlin, April 30. 
M. R. production of Ufa and Ufa release. 
Manuscript, Walter Reisch. Direction, 
Karl Hart). Compositions, Allan Gray. 
Musical direction, Arthur Guttmann. Pho- 
tography, Franz Planer. Recorded on 
Klangfilm. Cast: Brigitte Helm, Rudolf 
Forster, Lucie English, Gustav Gruend- 
gens, Oskare Sima, Mathias Wiemann, 
Flockina von Platen, Ernst Dumcke, Hans 
Junkermann, Theo Lingen, Max Guelstorff 





Karl Etlinger, Ludwig Stoessel, Harry 
Hardt, Victor Franz, Ernst Joergensen. 


Running time, 98 minutes. 
am Zoo, Perlin, 


At Ufa Palast 





A well made picture with regard 
to direction and manuscript. But 
not & picture to satisfy the whole 
Public because the principal play- 
ers fail to realize their opportuni- 
ties, Thus at the utmost one that 
will return its investment. Brigitte 
Helm is cold and plays without 
movement. Next to the charming, 
vivacious Lucie English the differ- 
ence is emphasized. 

Walter Reisch’s manuscript is 
g00d until the end which is a bit 
weak. A young film actress is cast 
for the role of a lady, with a mink 
coat and a car. Her boy friend, a 
young newspaperman, had just left 
her and wishing to taste the life of 
the grand monde, she 
girl pal drive to a grand hotel. 
the trunks from the studio 
the name of ‘Graefin 
Christo’ she uses that name 


As 


Despite | 











| 


| 


| murdered 


| many 
carry | end, 
yon Monte 


in the, 


hotel, and gets the best apartment. 
By chance the’ police are looking | 
for a hotel thief, and as they find | 
her trunks and luggage empty, the 
hotel management is under the im- 
Pression that all her things have 
been stolen and refunds her what 
she never had. The hotel thief who 
knows the truth tries to blackmail 
her ul a gentleman crook, who 
believes the little film girl is im- 
mensely rich and then learns the 

ind falls in love with her, 


| this 
and 4/toych which is not always clear. 


at the} 


saves her from the blackmailer who 
out of revenge denounces him to 
the police. 

It is New Year's eve, the police 
have surrounded the 
But the ritzy crook helps the hero- 
ine to get away and sacrifices him- 
self. 

Capital by-play between the two 
crooks’® played by Gustaf Gruend- 


gens and Rudolf Forster, two high 
class actors who show all their 
skill. Karl Hartl’s direction is cor- | 
rect, sometimes well pointed. He 
shows steady development. Photog- 
raphy and sound good. Also the 
dialog. Herlt’s and Roehrig’'s set- 


tings real and impressive. 
Magnus. 


South of Rio —s 


production and 
Directed by 


atur- 
Fiill- 


release f 
Lambert 


Columbia 
ing Buck Jones 


yer. Story by Harold Shumate. 

by Milton Krims. Cast: Mona Maris, Philo 
McCullough, Doris Hill, Geo. Lewis, Paul 
Fix, Chas. Requa, James Durkin, Harry 
Semeles, Chas. Stevens. At Loew's New 


York one day, May 3, on double bill. Run- 


ning time, 55 minutes. 

3uck Jones does a Warner Bax- 
ter in this one and gets away with 
it nicely. Good horse overa that 
zips along, despite too many timne 
jumps; not that these matter much. 
Photography, indoors and out, is ex- 
cellent and dialog fair in its kind, 
but not always well sounded. Can 
single wherever horse s 
up alone, 1nd will le a strong help 
to a quiet companion on a double 
bill. 

Jones personally scores strongly 
as a Mexican rurale, not 
do to much with the dialect thing, 
but keeping in character. He makes 
a nice figure as the mounted po- 
liceman in charge of a detachment, 


and even tosses in a bit disguised as | 


an Indian runner. 
Story opens up with an action 
punch, then explains the brief prem- 
ise and gets into plot action with- 
out delay. Few dead moments in 
the telling of the tale and a quick 
finish after the climax. 
Mona Maris, as an 
throws Doris Hill, 


adventuress, 
the nominal 


heroine, into the background. She 
creates an excellent impression 
without trying to overdo a part 


which could easily have been spoiled 
by too much stress. George Lewis 
does nicely in a secondary charac- 


ter, and the others hold up their 
respective ends. 
In its class picture rates nicely 


and should give general satisfaction. 


The Midnight Patrol 


released through 





c. Cc. Burr production, 
Monogram. Directed by Christy Cabanne 
from Arthur Hoerl’s story. Adapted by 
George Jeske. Dialog by C. Carrington and 
Barry Barringer. At the Beacon, New 
York, on double-feature program, beginning 





May 6. Running time, 60 mins. 
John Martin. ..cccccccccscoces Regis Toomey 
Btleon Greys. ccccscccocccccces Betty Bronson | 
Joyce Greeley......+.s6++ ...+-Edwina Booth 
Miss Willing... ...cssercceseces Mary Nolan 
TUGBON nccceccececs Te eTr Tere Earle Fox 
Howard Brady...ccccsccccces tobert Elliott 
WOMEE cece ccccsccbecccsvtes Edward Kane 
PWOND oo cic cb civceses William Norton Bailey 
Dummy Black.....seeeeeeerees Mischa Auer 
If independent producers could 


consistently release features like 
‘Midnight Patrol,’ exhibitors would 
have no concern for block booking 
and protection. But ‘Patrol,’ so far, 
is only one of a few real pictures 
which have come from the _ indie 
ranks, and exhibitors should waste 
little time in speculation. It is an 
action picture, exceptionally well 
cast with names that are known, 
and too strong a bet to be sacrificed 
on a double-feature program. 

Producer Burr did a smart thing 
at the opening of the picture, which 
permits him to add eight other 
known personalities to the line-up. 
He calls these people by their right 
titles in a speak sequence. Among 
them are Jim Jeffries and Snub Pol- 
lard, who just look into and out of 
the camera. 

The theme moves swiftly, gather- 
ing suspense and shooting out sev- 
eral bright ante-climaxes before the 
finale. The players and director 
make up for what is not adequately 


covered by the story, so that one 
way or the other ‘Patrol’ should 
leave the average audience suffi- 


ciently satisfied. 

Title could have been a lot better 
since it gives the impression of rum 
running, police and anything but the 
real text—more about newspaper- 
men. Analyzed, the story is highly 
illogical, as is the main reporter role. 
But Regis Toomey as the ultra 


smart young cub gets his yarn every | 


time and moves so fast and well 
that the average fan will overlook a 
number of fumbles. 

Why the woman, Joyce Greeley, 
was imprisoned and why she was 
upon release and how the 
lawyer Jodson figures in, all provide 
melodrama with a mystery 
So 
threads are unraveled 
however, that papers, keys and 
what-not dovetail. It is the action 
which makes plot details in this case 
less essential than in the average 
picture. 

-atty Bronson is ideal for the role 
of the sister who doesn't know what 
it is all about until the end. Mary 
Nolan as the lawyer's accomplice, 
who poses as the dead sister, has 
just a bit part. 

Use of a spotlight in 
man hidden behind ropes 
after he had heaved a knife is 
of thie most effective touches 


Waly. 


locating a 
backstage 


one 


restaurant. | 


Adaptation | 


uff can hold | 


trying to} 


Case of Clara Deane 


Paramount 
rected by 


production and release, di- 
Louis Gasnier and Max Marvin. 


is played by Wynne Gibson From the 
play by Arthur M. Brilant; adaptation by 
Max Marcin. Photography by Harry 
Sharp. At the Rialto, New York, May 5 
Running time, 60 minutes. 

Clara Deane....secceeeeees-s Wynne Gibson 
Frank Deane. .cocccccccocese--Pat O'Brien 


| Nancy.. ceccecccececcesees+- Frances. Dee 
GarrisOn....ccccceceecseess-Ludley Digges 
3: See eccccccvccess George Barbier 
| Norman...... 6etessebenccconen Giessun 
| Mrs. Lyons....cocsececess--Clara Bilandick 








| Nancy (child)...eccec .-Cora Sue Collins 
! . . 

A weak sister is this bald recital 

of suffering motherhood, set in the 


} per iod of 
treatment, staging 
| that distant epoch. What it 
jamounts to is a thoroughly stagey 
| vehicle for a not too subtle emo- 
| tional actress to strut her stuff 
|} It’s a composite of all the suffer- 
|}ing stage mamas since the panic 
|of 1887, screened without resource- 


1912 and appropriate in 


and acting to 


Times Square store window where 
a machine produces doughnuts all 
day long. 

It’s a long time since a Broadway 
de luxe house has shown a picture 
made with such teeth-clenched de- 
termination to make the customers 





No cast members billed, but the name part | 


|fulness or imagination, and acted | 
out right on the stage, a perfor- | 
mance as bare of illusion as the 


| shed tears. The story just dares 
; you to remain dry-eyed with the 
j}usual ho-hum result. Story plays | 
the whole scale of machine made 
sentimental hoke and never for a 
|; moment lets the spectator forget 


| that 
| ocre 


it’s all play-acting, and medi- 
play-acting at that. 

The high spot, for instance, is 
|the novel situation of a 
mother, unjustly convicted of a 
| crime she did not commit, going 
| to the Orphan Asylum to bid fare- 
| well to her child, torn from her 
yearning arms, as the novels put it. 


This sequence is twisted and 
‘turned, angle-shotted and atmos- 
phered to a fare-ye-well in more 
footage than the chariot race in 
‘Ben Hur,’ and it leaves you cold 
because of the very excess of :en- 
ergy used to engage your sym- 
pathies. Not entirely cold, though, 


because they had managed to work 
the child actress up to a pitch of 


hysterics that was almost painful 
to behold. 
The innocent mother spends 15 


years in jail after surrendering all 
claim on the child. They spend 
much time on persuading the girl 
that it is all for the child's own 
good, although film regulars know 
this routine by heart at this late 
date, and presently she is free 
again and obsessed by a desire to 
find the little one. 

Its foster parents try 
her search, but good old coincidence 
takes care of this, and presently we 
are building up to the formula cli- 
max. Child’s father gets out of 
jail, too, and is on the child’s track 
as well, only. he wants to black- 
| mail the rich young man the girl 
lis about to marry. After more 
heavy emotional acting the mother 
shoots him dead, a sympathetic in- 
spector of police takes the blame 
for the killing and the way is clear 
for the waif to marry the young 
man, who, they take elaborate pains 
to make known, ‘has $2,000,000 in 
his own right,’ so there'll be no mis- 
understanding about its being a 
happy ending. 

The acting, of course, couldn't 
be anything but bluntly theatrical. 
There is scarcely a passage where 
the energetic hand of the play- 
wright and director isn’t visible 
There is the kind-hearted Hebe 
cloak and suiter who fairly drips 
with the milk of human kindness; 
there are the young lovers, who 
are just too kittenish about their 
courting, and all the rest of the 
Solid-Old-Stuff-That-Always-Gets- 
"Em and laid on thick. 

Wynne Gibson is never anything 
but a hardworking actress, be she 
the young dress designer in 1912, 
or the grayhaired woman who has 
suffered in 1931, a performance en- 
tirely surrounded with make-up and 
'elocution. Obviously, she didn’t be- 
lieve the part, and neither does the 
audience. Pat O’Brien, of all people, 
is just a mannikin in a wooden role, 
without a glint of humor or a spark 
of reality. His young city crook 
had no more sense than to stick 
up a gas station man in the open 
country with a telephone to the 
nearest trunk highway town. 

Russell Gleason and Frances Dee 
have the hard luck to be cast as 
| the coy young lovers and make a 
| bad job of it, as who wouldn't un- 
der the circumstances, Practically 
| the only department that wasn't 

gummed up was the photography 
|}and technical production. Settings 
; are standard, which in modern pic- 
| ture making is always first rate 
‘and the camera work is even bette! 
|than good. 

One for the minor neighborhood 
| matinees, tush, 





La Nuit du Carrefour 


(‘Night at the Cross Roads’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, April 309. 
pendent Renoir production, Comp- 


An inde 





tolr Cinematographique Francais release 
Starring Winna Winfried and Pierre Fre- 
noir. Directed by Jean Renoir. Fron 
novel by Georges Simenon. Made in th 
Braunberger Richebe studios Recorded 
| Western Electric. Running time 9) min- 
utes. Elysee-Gaumont, Paris, April 2 


A complicated detective story. 
| Not so hot. Film was made for less 
than $40,000 with the money of a 


| compilation 


young | 





to block 





+ scenes 


small group of dabblers who, having 
sold their film, nearly doubled their 
investment. One bright point about 
the production is it’s the introduc- 
tion of Winna Winfried, a Nordic 
actress who speaks French with a 
strong foreign accent, but in the 
part of a foreigner does effectively. 

Film attempts to be exceedingly 
arty, resulting in confusion, many 
sequences being apparently shot for 
mere atmosphere. An enormous 
amount of footage is’ shot in semi- 
dark with only a few lights or sil- 
houettes. This results in more con- 


fusion. One police motorcar pursu- 
ing bandits in another car is also 
i night sequence, with the search- 
lights somewhat remindful of ‘Me 
tropolis 

Story deals with the detection and 
arrest of a gang using an isolated 
cross-road garage as headquarters 
after they have murdered and 
robbed a jew elry crook Star is the 
woman crook, male star being the 


detective. He is Pierre Renoir, legit 
actor and brother of the director 
He is not exceedingly good-looking, 
but photographs and acts satisfac- 
torily. Balance of cast okay. Mavyi. 





CRY OF THE WORLD 


Released by International Film Founda- 
tion Edited by T.ouis de Rochemont At 
th Vanderbilt, N. : two-a-day, week 
May 4. Running time, 65 mins 

Supposedly this is intended as a 
historical effort of some sort. It’s a 
of newsreel clips of 
various events since 1914 and comes 
to date far enough to include the 
Lindbergh case. Handled with a 
sense of humor, it might have been 
interesting. As is, it means prac- 
tically nothing. 

Clips are all from Fox movietone, 
though not credited. Program car- 
ries a note mentioning that I. F. F. 
is ‘an independent organization, 
non-partisan and non-sectarian. It 
is neither affiliated with 
trolled by the theatrical 
of motion pictures.’ 
an alibi. 

Starts as though it’s going to be a 
preachment against war. But poor 
editing and compilation kept it from 


producers 
Maybe that’s 


| 


| 





SIN’S PAYDAY 


Ralph M. Like production and Mayfate 
releags, featuring Dorothy Revier. Geo. B, 
Seitz, director. Gene Morton and Betty 
; Burbridge, story and adaptation. Jules 
Cronjager, camera Cast: Forrest Stanley, 
Harry Semels, Alfred Cross, Hal Price, 
Joys Whitlock, Bess Flowers. At Loew's 
New York theatre ome day May 3 on 


double bill, Running time 


Another of the underworld attore 
ney cycle in which the acting as 
much better than the story. Plot is 
too obvious to carry much suspense, 
and even in the B houses this should 
have strong support if Can 
hold up the long end of a double 


Ww minutes. 





soloed. 


bill in most instances. Fair to good 
photography, indifferent sound, 
poorly done dialog and uninspired 
direction 

Story starts off with the protest 
of a wife against her lawyer-hus- 
ind’s practice, chiefly in defense of 
rangsters When he deciines to 
drop the lucrative business, she 
“aves im He goes to the dogs, 
but is brought back by a small boy. 
When the child ic accidentally killed 


in A 
killers 
pros¢ 
and 


shooting, he turns the 
up on the promise he can 
cute. He obtains a conviction 
gets his wife back. 

Latter part of the story strongly 
suggests the silent ‘Manslaughter,’ 
but given a new quirk when in the 
courtroom it is revealed that a 
sound truck has been used to record 


gang 


the lead’s conversation with the 
murderer, who supposes the lawyer 
will be his defendant and tells the 
story of the killing. Action moves 
slowly even in the flat hour, and 
poorly done dialog handicaps the 
players. 

Dorothy Revier featured, though 
most of the situation goes to For- 


| rest Stanley, who gets plenty of help 


} 
| 


nor con-/| 


accomplishing that or any other 
purpose. 
First come a few war scenes. Sub- | 


titles of figures of the wounded and 
dead are followed by scenes in Mos- 
cow immediately after the revolu- 
tion; Mussolini addressing crowds 
in Rome; Hitler talking to crowds 
in Berlin, and Carrie Chapmann Catt 
asking for votes for women in New 
York. Voting for prohibition is 
shown, with most of the voters 
women, and Lena Phillips says she’s 
happy women are free; Chancellor 


Bruening talks to masses in Berlin, | 


and Henry Berenger says something 
about world debts; Hoover 


about it; Baldwin talks about tariff, 
and George Bernard Shaw talks 
about the world; the hunger march 
to Washington, and New York com- 
munists rioting in Union Square. 
All kinds of speakers follow on 
the prohibition question, including 
Senator Sheppard of Texas, Mrs. 
Ella Boole, Mrs. Charles Sabin, 
Nicholas Murray Butler and Con- 
gressman La Guardia. Commis- 
sioner Mulrooney talks about crime, 
Two-gun Crowley is shown being 
captured, and Al Capone led off to 
court for trial. William Burns talks 
about the wickedness of dope, the 
Lindbergh baby is shown, and Henry 


Stimson talks about peace. Soldiers 
are shown in Japan, Italy, U. S., 
France, and Great Britain, and 


again peace is brought up with Jane 
Addams talking about it. Then the 
thing moves back to prohibition, 
and so on, for over an hour. 


from the erstwhile Mickey McGuire. 
The boy, out of the comedy class, 
does intelligent and often appealing 
work. 

Production shows evidences of 
penny-pinching, which sometimes 
does not matter, but which at others 
is a handicap. In spite of a prom- 


| ising theme, not quite up to the 
average programmer. 
SOIL IS THIRSTY 
(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Vostokinno production and Amkino re- 


| 
| 


an-| 
nounces a world moratorium, and| 
Ramsay Macdonald says something 





| 


Not one humorous or semi-humor- | 
ous shot, and not one of human in- | 


terest. All clips dry and 
them pointless, with the mixture 
none too logically portrayed. 
Hard to see any box-office value. 
Kauf, 


Sous le Cacwes de Cuir 


(‘Under the Leather Helmet’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, April 39. 

Cinemasques production. 

Manes. 

rected 


Released by United Artists. 
by Albert de Courville. From the 
novel by Rene Chambe. Olympia, Paris. 
April 27. In cast: Gaston Modot, Pierre 
Nay, Pierre Richard Willm, 


A very poor attempt at a replica 
of American aviation pictures. If 
Cinemasques wasn't headed by a 
very ritzy crowd, the film would 
never have got the same send-off it 
had at the Olympia, Marshall Pe- 
tain’s 
semi-official touch. 

Story, during the war on the Rou- 
manian front, shows a woman agent 
using a plane to get in the enemy 
lines. 3efore she does the job she 
spends a few days with a flying 
squadron where her presence plays 
havoc with the personnel, 


Starring Gina | 
Di- | 


most of) Willjam 


| 
} 





presence giving the film a/| 


From the flying point of view. film | 


shows next to nothing. From the 
directional point of view, ditto. Con- 
tinuity poor with some 
Behavior of the officers in 
the flying squadron unseemly. Photo 
not so hot. Sound poor... The ban- 
quet scenes in the enemy castle ap- 
pear an attempt at spectacular 
duction, 

Acting indifferent all round. Stone 
and Vernon, Americans, in an ada- 
vio act of the banquet scene excel- 
lent. Mavi. 


pro- 


extraneous 


lease in WU. S. Direction, M. Raizman; 
photography, I. Kosmatov; music, R. Glier; 
scenario, 9S. Yermolinsky; cast includes L. 
Vikhrev, Kira Andrennikova, D. Konsovski, 
S. Sletov, N. Sanov, Y. Agzamov and M. 
Yinograd. At the Cameo, N. Y., on grind, 
week May 5. Running time, 60 mins. 


If a Russian film director showed 
up with a sense of humor he'd prob- 
ably be exiled to Siberia. Or worse, 
Maybe even Hollywood. 

Discussing the faults of Russian 
pictures is getting to be monotonous. 
Review of one practically stands for 
all. 
no artistic merits to speak of, and 
almost always without the slightest 
hint of entertainment. This release 
is no exception, other than from the 
standpoint that it’s a little worse 
than average. That's like compar- 
ing burlesque shows. 

‘Soil Is Thirsty’ has to do with the 
poor, poor, poor Turkmans who live 
in Turkenistan on the edge of the 
Kara-Kuma desert and can’t get 
enough water for their crops be- 
cause the wicked (meaning rich) 
bey controls the irrigation and takes 
all the luxuries. Along comes the 
revolution and everything’s okay 
again, and the poor, poor, poor 
Turkmans have plenty of water and 
work again. 

Even the photography is of. 

a 





. 
Hoffman production and Allied release, 
From the novel of the same name by 
Makepeice ‘Thackery. Screen 


play by F. Hugh Herbert. Features Myrna 


Loy and Conway Tearle. Directed by 
Chester M, Franklin. Wilbur McGaugh, 
asst. dir. Jean Hornbustel, art director. 


Harry Neuman and Tom Galligan, cameras, 


lL. E. Tope, sound. Sidney Algier, produce 
tion manager. At Loew's New York thea- 
tre one day, May 5. Running time, 73 
mins. 

Becky Sharpe: icccévecccces «++..Myrna Loy 
Rawdon Crawley..... e+eees/Conway Tearle 
AMOR BOG... ccccsscesseces Barbara Kent 
George Osborne.......ss00+65 Walter Byron 
Dobbin....... peccesccesoes Anthony Pushell 
SEROGM BOGOF sh icc cccccctcsseocer Billy Bevan 
The Marquis of Steyne......Montagu Love 
Bs, CE cs btdvssoeteedas Herbert Bunston 
Mrs. Sediey..... TUTTI TT +-+-Mary Forbes 
Sir Pit Crawley... cicccsccrs Lionel Belmore 
PU oo ctssvdebecs +eeeteeseeeee-Lilyan Irene 





One of those independent produc. 
tions which misses distinction be- 
cause of a lack of finish. A modern 
dress version of Thackeray’s famous 
chiseler, with a competent player in 
the part° and frequent good mo- 
ments, poor photography, tepid di- 
rection and poor dialog set it into 
the one-day theatre for its Broad- 
way showing. The picture will 
probably make an acceptable single 
in the B houses and can top a 
doubleheader almost with distinc- 
tion, but for the better class houses: 
which is where the story is best 
known and liked, it not mease 
ure up to production standards 

Getting the story down to present 


does 


day has helped some. It is at least 
not a costume picture However, 
ihe theme is one which will not 
Appeal to the average filmgoer since 
t is seldom possible to hold interest 
in a tory in ich ti heroine is 

orth The story will appeal 
mivy to those who know ‘thelr 
7 ~ Ph Pyrrt tha production 

(Continued on page 29) 
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“ANOTHER 







3 WOMEN! 


HE LOVED HER 





HE MARRIED HER 


RKO-RADIO SMASH 














“Not since his first picture has 
Barrymore had a part that 
fitted him so admirably,, said 
the N.Y. Journal, while the 
Daily News said “This picture 
is swift, intriguing ...a thrilling 
eighty minutes./ | 
CROWDED HOUSES AND EN- 


THUSIASTIC AUDIENCES AT 
EVERY PERFORMANCE HAVE 


CONFIRMED THESE GREAT 
NEWSPAPERS’ OPINIONS. 





Directed by George 
Archainbaud. Adapted 
by Gene Fowler, Author 
of the Best Seller, “The 
Great Mouthpiece’’and 
Rowland Brown, Author 
of “Doorway to Hell,” 
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. NOW SETTING A 


FOR NEW YORK MAYFAIR! 





f 





BARRYMORE 


in-his first great modern Ameri- 


can role... as the brilliant lawyer 
who in love and law was always 
an outlaw...who won women with 


his kisses and juries with tricks! 


VETREES 


_ JILL ESMOND 
‘WM. (stave) BOYD 
RALPH INCE 
MARY DUNCAN 
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LESS than three months left this 


season to make a profit. 


SUMMER tight at your doorstep. 
THES is no time to let you down. 
FOX won't. 


THESE names prove it: Janet Gaynor, 
Charles Farrell, Warner Baxter, Joan 
Bennett, George O’Brien, Jdémes 


Dunn, Karen Morley, Marian Nixon 
«+ and others, 


ALL in the pictures listed to the right. 


BACKED by ace directors, and 


STORIES by leading authors. 


YOUR protection against hot 
weather. 


LOOK them over. Date them in. 


‘THEN stop worrying about summer! 
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WARNER BAXTER 


in 
Man About Town 
Karen Morley, Conway Tearle. Directed 


by John Francis Dillon. Released May 22. 


SOCIETY GIRL 


James Dunn, Peggy Shannon, Spencer 
Tracy. Directed by Sidney Lanfield. 
Released May 29. 


GEORGE O’BRIEN 
Death Valley 


Cecilia Parker. Stewart Edward White’s 


story. Directed by David Howard. 
Released June 12. 


JOAN BENNETT 
Week Ends Only 


Ben Lyon, John Halliday. From Warner 
Fabian’s story. Directed > Alan Crosland. 
Released June 19. 


Rebecca of 


Sunnybrook Farm 
Marian Nixon, Ralph Bellamy. Directed 
by Alfred Santell. Released June 26. 


AFTER THE RAIN 


Peggy Shannon, Spencer Tracy. Directed 
by John Blystone. Released July 3. 


ALMOST MARRIED 


Violet Heming, Ralph Bellamy. Alex- 
ander Kirkland. Directed by William 
Menzies, Released July 17. 


JANET GAYNOR 
CHARLES FARRELL 


in 
First Year 
Frank Craven’s Broadway hit. Directed 





_ by William K. Howard. Released July 31. 


FOX PICTURES - Backed by Showmen! 
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Comparative Grosses for April 
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Gotham Indies Renew 






























































































































































































































































April 2 ' April 9 April 16 April 23 " ; 
CENTURY Alias the Crowd Roars | Flesh IsWeak| Girl Crazy Wail on RKO S Duals 
| High. $29,600 Doctor $17,200 $22,000 $24,000 | 
| Low.. 9,000, $18,400 (Jimmy 
Total of grosses during April for towns and houses listed as pre- | otage: Snow Sarees) | Gradual increase of double fea- 
eek! I : : ai - | turing by the chains in the ares 
viously reported w - KEITH'S Rue Morgue | Strangers in Impatient Love Affair | corved by New York snctanane le 
NEW YORK | High. $20,000 $12,000 Love Maiden $7,400 bringing ‘fresh complaints fr ym in- 
, ; ’ 3 Low.. 4,000 Vaude $14,000 $11,000 (Dorothy Ss es rae P 
April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 | | (Mackaill) |@¢rendent exhibitors, many of 
CAPITOL | Tarzan Hell Divers Flesh Is Are You | —_ 2) ee We otek «Re! whom hag 4 they will have to close 

High.$110,400| $50,500 $58,000 Weak | Listening? | “STANLEY | One Hour |Arsene Lupin| Wet Parade | World and | down if not securing relief. RKO 

i ow.. 29,500 (2a week) $29,500 $42,000 | High. $33,500, $21,000 $21,000 | $17,500 Flesh |} added to the indie woes by replac- 
Stage Show | _ __ | (New Low) | _ __sj Low... 10,400) o , ee a $18,500 | ing vaude in numerous houses with 
~~ PAR- Shopworn Misleading | This Is the Sky Bride | VALENCIA | Tough to Be | Broken Wing! One Hour |Arsene Lupin, double bills. 

AMOUNT $56,100 Lady Night $41,800 High. $11,000 Famous | $2,900 $2,900 $3,100 Formerly the independents in 
High. $95,000} Stage Show $61,500 $59,300 | Low.. _ 1,800) $2,600 hk ee eee pa Ne | this sector had to contend with lit- 
Low.. 35,700 - : | —_— |§ ———___——_- PARKWAY | Polly of the | Man Who | One Hour /|Arsene Lupin| tie double-billing from the chains. 
~~ ROXY Devil’s Disorderly | Careless Amateur High. $6,000 Circus Played God |” $4,900 $4,950 | But within the past two years 
High .$173,600 Lottery Conduct Lady Daddy Low.. 2,500) $5,000 | $4,700 | Loew, previously doing the . most 
Low. A 32,000 $: 50, 000 $42,000 $44,000 $44,000 - ee ee dual billing has item many ein 
—“tAA ae ST hel Ss dal for |L St d| Coh d PHILADELPHIA | spots white RKO, Fox and: War- 
WAVED sO Jury | Sale | 87.200 | Kellys ee | eee | ee) | ee ee ee oe 
Coe: 7, $11,900 $11,400 | (New Low) $10,000 “ich Sane eenewe in| Shopworn. Misleading Play Girl “chad sat . — against 
OVE s «ees + h Be | Want Pa igh. , ove $40,000 Lady $45,000 presen rentals an¢ protection 

1378.00 oy my “Te eee 7 | megs, 800 “ | ‘Cas Low.. 27,500 $50,000 (Conrad $30,000 |(Paul White-| claiming that the chains, in double 
one ___8,000!_$12,300 __ $15,800 $15,800 (Follow Nagel on man) —— heavily themselves, are tak- 

OW <. ’ — = — Thru) Stage) ing away the only chance indies 

Stage Show | had to follow them. 
LOS ANGELES + nosy, impatient Are You Tough to Be | Cohens and 
- igh. ,000 Maiden Listening? Famous Kellys 
—Keril 2) April 9) April 16 | April 23 |Low.. 16,000; $19,300 $17,500 $16,000 317,000 | Palace-Columbia Now 

LOEW'S |Beast of City; Cheaters at r a Hari | Disorderly eh ee 

STATE $16,800 Play 000 | Conduct FOX Devil’s Careless Lady Amateur Young L A R C it | t 
High. $48,000) Stage Show | — $22,000 | $18,500 |High. $41,000) Lottery $17,000 Daddy America oewW A- apl a S 
Low.. 10,000 | (Ted Lewis) | |Low.. 10,500) $13,000 (Ed Lowry) $19,000 $14,200 aie 

. ee , sniisibasees a Stage Show_ —_ Seas : ; 

PAR- One Hour One Hour Miracle Man “Scar Face STANLEY | Hatchet Man Tarzan Tarzan Crowd Roars eT, ” ashington, May 9%. 

AMOUNT $30,000 __ $18,000 $15,000 | $36,000 High. $37,000) $6,000 $15,000 $20,000 $17,500 Effective Saturday (13), Loew 
High. $57,800) Stage Show |(Final 8 days) | Low.. _8,000|(F inal 3 days)! (4 days) switches policy for its houses here, 
Low.. 10, 10,000 SS raR, pee oe eae - — shifting its own stage shows from 
"WARNER'S Man Wanted | Tough to Be | So Big Mouthpiece | PITTSBURGH the Palace to the Fox, converting 
HOLLYW’D $13,000 Famous $13,500 $13,000 | . . . the Palace into an A house and 
High. $37,800) Stage Show $17,000 | | April 2 —April 9 __ April = April 23 changing the Columbia from a run 
Low.. 7,000 4 = STANLEY | Strangers in Play Girl Sky Devils Wanted, A /to a B classification. Under a 20- 
WARNER'S | Beauty and | Man Wanted | Destry Rides | Tough to Be | High. $48,000 Love $17,000 $24,000 Millionaire | ear lease Loew has the Fox at a 
DOWNTOWN Boss $10,000 Again Famous Low.. 11,000 $24,000 (Regis (Pola Negri)| Good News |) orted $7,500 weekly rent 
High. $38,800 $10,800 $9,500 $10,000 Stage Show Toomey) $18,000 Tent ~h ne a y ny vies . 

Low.. 7,000}; Vaude eee Pe = — —-IiPp é re = bie pa rege wey the 

—<$<$$—— FULTON {No One Man | Are You Disorderly Wayward — — se Op 506 some time, but 

High. $12,000} $5,900 Listening? Conduct $6,000 was delayed because Fox was in- 
spat ; 
: Low.. $6,000 $7,500 terested in including a high cost 
__April 2 April 9 __ April 16 | April 23 PENN | Tarzan Passionate Flesh Is | Night Court | Piece of real estate in Philadelphia. 
CHICAGO Crowd Roars Flesh Is “World ‘and So Big High. $41,000 $33,000 Plumber Weak $17,500 Final arrangements do not take in 
High. $71,300 $36,800 Weak Flesh $45,900 Low.. 13, 700) Stage Show $17,000 $15,000 the Philly property. 
Low.. 29,600! Stage Show $39,900 $29,600 (Jackie (Jimmy (George 
. (Lopez) (New Low) Cooper) | Durante) Sidney) P . 
| =, it pas ies ublix Closes 90 
McVICKER’S ~ One Horr One Hour | Miracle Man Miracle Man HARRIS Guilty Cock of Air Big Shot Steady § 
a $53,000) With You $14,200 $23,300 $9,900 High. 11,000) -Generation and * and Company 
Low. 8,200 $19,900 (Final 9 days) | (2a week) Low.. 1,200 and High Speed | Behind Stone and Sudden closing of Publix houses 
(24 week) _ | < | : Women May $2,800 alls Sin’s Pay Day/| in various parts of the country Sat- 
“ORIENTAL Are You Amateur | Tough to Be | Misleading Marry $2,600 $2,350 urday (7) completely takes that 
High. $52,500 Listening? Daddy Famous Lady $2,700 = a an chain of many towns. A total of 
Low 17,000 $22,200 $19,800 | 26,300 $32,900 i h. $10,000 Wiser Sex Panama Flo sugerere of weeaty and | 90 houses, with as high as seven 
“\y Stace Show | (Bing igh. y $3,500 $3,200 orld oss » city Reon . 
tage Show Crosby) Low.. 000 $4,800 $2.500 anal to helt the Gini Meals. 
a ————$_—_———— _— p ee ee aay. 
ROOSEVELT Hotel Freaks Destry Explorers of A majority s 
roa Gahaael Qcnkenoutel $10,300 $9,200 “eh DENVER d _ majority of these spots are not 

'g 23 $15,400 equipped with cooling systems, but 
Low.. 3,300 $12 et a y April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 in the group closed included are 

gt 3 a ta ~—— $y ms ‘ie Phas DENVER One Hour Fireman It’s Tough to| Miracle Man | numerous important operations. 
i LAr '5,300 $12,100 $7,900 $6.600 $7,300 High. $27,700 $15,900 $16,200 Be Famous $13,900 Houses shut down and towns 
Low 6, : (New Low) row 000) Stage Show $11,500 = which thus will be without Publix 

UNITED Sky Devils Tarzan Tarzan Tarzan MOUNT done 1 eae ae phy oy ~~ aici ago" are Portland, Me., 3; 

ARTISTS $7,700 30,100 $16,100 $10,300 High. $22,000 ’ : ™ $7,100 jangor, 3; Biddeford, Me., 2; Rut- 
High. $49,100 (4 days) (3d week) Lew 3,800 , land, Vt., 2; Waterville, Me., 2; 
Low.. 10,200 r ; Pittsfield, Mass., 3; Atlanta, 2; Bir- 
oN ALADDIN Hotel Passionate Beauty and | Careless Lady | ,,;,, ham, 1; C *hatt: 3: K 

High. $16,600) Continental Plumber the Boss $5,000 ad SSaROSES, Sf nee 

BROOKLYN Low.. 1,560} $5,000 $7,000 $5,000 Haag sna te 1; yee Ga. 

. . - > 7 ewpor ews, 2; ynchburg, 

April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 pth? ym Girl Crazy | Young Bride = of Sky Devils Va., 3; Charlotte, 2: Memphis, 2: 

- : High. $20, $14,000 $11,000 hance $11,000 , » oF 

PAR- Shopworn Misleading | This Is the Sky Bride (|) 10,500 , Jackson, Miss., 2; Abelene, T 8; 

AMOUNT $51 000 Lady Night $37,100 ow.. , Vaude $10,500 ™ I ” ’ ’ ex., ’ 

Stage Show $28,800 $38,800 (New Low) — Olyphant, Pa., 1; Pittston, Pa., 2; 

——— D. il Disorderly | Careless Lady RIALTO Forbidden Deceiver Michael and House Plymouth, 1; Kingston, Pa. 1; 

FOX Gay eves 7 High.. $4,500 $2,500 and Mary Divided Bloomsburg, Pa., 1; Shenandoah, 1; 

Caballero Lottery Conduct $17,600 . cae - » os 

$17,000 $18,500 $21,000 Low... 2,250 Final Edition and _ and Carlisle, 1; Sunbury, 1; Pottsville, 

en’ ae ee a $2,300 She Wanted | Business and) Pa., 2; Williamsport, 2; Middletown 

Stage Show , a Millionaire Pleasure N. Fu i: R k V: : ‘ 

METRO- | Polly of the Greeks Tarzan Hell Divers $2,700 $2,250 Ne Xs 25 ROMNONe, Va. 4; Butler, 

POLITAN Circus $16,000 $26,000 $25,000 _ (New Low) Pa., 1; Altoona, Pa., 3; Uniontown, 
$17,400 _ ——————— | Pa., 2; and Johnston, Pa., 2. 

ah Vaude DETROIT In many of the towns affected, 

ALBEE Ladies of the| Scandal for |Love Starved| Cohens and ' : : including those that for Publix are 

Jury Sale $16,500 Kellys April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 now dark altogether, one or more 

$20,300 $18,800 $15,300 MICHIGAN |Crowd Roars; Miracle Man Misleading Mouthpiece | houses have previously been closed 

pe Vaude High. $53,100 $26,200 $31,900 Lady $28,000 some of them for a long time. 

STRAND Play Girl Beauty and | Tough to Be | Crowd Roars |Low.. 16,700) Stage Show $27,000 (Camel % . 

$13,300 Boss Famous $20,100 (Bing Hour) 
: __g11,200___|_ $12,300 (ist_week) Crosby) _ House-to-House Canvass 
—— FOX Devil’s Careless Lady| Amateur Young B ° 
NEW HAVEN High. $50,000) Lottery $20,000 Daddy America y N. E. Union Men 
- Low.. 16,100 $24,600 $21,200 $16,100 Ww 
April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 Stage Show | _(New Low) Seritels . a May 9. 
PAR. |Broken Wing| Dancers in | This Is the | Misleading FISHER | Tough to Be| Flesh Is This te the | Werld and | tiontsts nf tho’ ae en 

AMOUNT $17,000 Dark Night Lady High. $29,000) Famous Weak Night Flesh adele e Elm and Palace, 
High. $21,000) Stage Show $11,500 $19,700 $14,000 ‘Low.. 9,400) $16,500 $17,000 $17,000 $12,950 arry Arthur theatres, have adopt- 
Low.. 9,000 (Mills Bros.) (L. Fazenda) - a house-to-house canvass to 

s Stage Show place before the New England pub- 

FOX-POLI Lost Girl Crazy Scarface and Cohens and a lic the reason they are out of work. 
High. $26,000|\Squadron anda and Office Girl Kellys and PARA- One Hour One Hour Wet Parade | Wet Parade Wearing picket buttons to id>n- 
Low.. 7,500} Shopworn Devil's $11,500 Careless Love _MOUNT $18,000 $9,600 $12,200 $9,500 tify themselves, the men ask house- 

$11,000 yy $8,500 ce a 3d week) holders for an opportunity to state 
9.500 : ow.. y their case and request that citizens 

SHERMAN Play Girl Tough to Be| Beauty and Crowd Roars UNITED Tarzan Tarzan Tarzan Scarface | patronize only the theatres employ- 
High. $16,000 $10,000 Famous Boss $8,200 ARTISTS $24,800 $15,700 $5,500 $22,000 ing union men. Union is advertis< 
Low.. 1,500 Vaude $7.500 | _ $8,000 . High. ae shana shaciaaaiate ing the strike and its cause in the 
High. $12,600 bt ge Bove ares ant ie ae wae ae bow. 200 daily newspapers. The men are also 

° A i é R < icketing . - > 
Low., 1,600 *53,600 Carnival Boat! Sin’s Pay Day| Around the BUFFALO picketing the theatres 
$5,000 $3,800 World : . . 
$2,300 April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 $1, 134 BLAST 
—s — BUFFALO (Arsene Lupin; Crowd Roars Amateur 
SEATTLE High. $42,000 $26,500 $18,500 Daddy Denver, May 9%. 
4 Low.. 13,800' Stage Show $29,900 lox-Curran theatre, soulder, 
April 2 | April 9° | April 16 | __ April 23 HIPPO- Tough to Be eeraery Devil's essa tony rt gpa ag by thugs who 
FIFTH ‘ Are You Miracle Man Disorderly _DROME amous onduct Lottery Jlew the safe with nitro-glycerine 
High, $26,000 315.500 Listening? $10,200 Conduct High. $22,000, $4,900 $7,000 $3,900 and escaped with $1,134. 
Low.. 7,800 Stage Show $9,500 $8,100 Low.. 3,900 (New Low) Charge blew up the floor, orchese- 
ee | (9 days) CENTURY |Gay Caballero) No One Man Play Giri tra pit and two rows of seats. Cove 

ORPHEUM | Young Bride | Cohans and | Scandal for | Carnival Boat, High. $21,000 $12,700 $14,800 $12,300 | ered by insurance, 

High. $32,000 $6,200 Kellys | Sale $6,100 Low.. _ 4,700 ay eee ee ae ic ——w ntien 

Low.. 6,000 Vaude $6,700 $5.300 GREAT vareen Tarzan Lost ' Art Work Changes 

MUSIC | Sky Devils | Shopworh Alias the (Crowd Roars f LAKES $19,200 _ $9,000 Squadron edie Citsntna ttem. tk Slee 
BOX 5,00 $4,000 or $3,100 | High. $40,000) (2d week) $11,600 eel 
High. $17,000 espa | 3.500 | |Low.. 6,600) in charge of art work for RKO 

Low..  2'500| ; sd CAFAVETTE) oe ouilty oo hetel Three Wise a 

Lis lock Men of the | Deceiver 9 $16,000 eneration ontinental Girls a ee * me 
High. $12,000) “aa” | Telnaes tk Sky $4,800 | Low. 5,500 $3,200 $7,500 $9,000 Dave Strumpf's Radio Pic tures” 
° > ( $5,109 ‘ " lad art staff will take care of this RKO 
= w ___ 5,000 (Low) _ -_ $5 .: = -—— - ——____— -_— ———————— (Continued on pause <i) }' watre ‘ k hence! oO h. 
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24 VARIETY 


THE WHOLE WORLD IS 


Tuesday, May 10, 1932 

















SHOUTING ITS PRAISES! | 


_ The Most Glamorous Musical Spectacle 
B the English Language Has Ever Known 













Europe’s Reigning Queen 
of the Screen 


LILIAN HARVEY 


AND 


CONRAD VEIDT « LIL DAGOVER 


Produced by ERICH POMMER 
the man who made “Variety” 


BRAILES EES. 


CREATED BY THE WORLD’S 


LEADING PRODUCER OF SPECTACLES 
eo 


It BROKE all Records in LONDON at 3 Theatres 
lt BROKE all Records in PARIS at 3 Theatres 
ls BROKE all Records in BERLIN at 51 Theatres 


Now Showing at America’s Foremost Long Run Theatre—Rivoli, New York 











NOW BOOKING «Phone, Wire or Write for an Early Date 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


minor market also for the remain- 


pressed bonds, but there was little | ing common stock, cut down to a 


parallel movement among the active | 
Alm Rather it appeared | cent exchange. 
as though holders of the theatre se- | te bad 


film companies. 


curities were taking full advantage 
of the surrounding strength in the 
general list to push out both stocks 
and bonds. 

Weakness in the two Paramount 
liens was conspicuous. They con- | 
tinued to be offered for sale regard- 
less of the general situation in the 
other industrials. Dealings were 


|old Keith 


not impressive in volume, but it was 


glaringly evident that buyers 
altogether absent at anything 
nearby prices. The older 
Famous sixes plunged to a new bot- 
tom at 23% and closed the week 
with only a modest recovery from 
that figure at 25%, representing a 
net decline of about 7%. Same com- 
pany’s more recent issue of 5%’s 
matched this action, selling off 
quietly to 20% at one time and end- 
ing the week still in new low ground 
at 2114, net off 6%. At the week’s 
closing quotations both issues were 


were 
like 


selling on a yield basis of 25% or so, 
and no headlong scramble of pur- 
chasers. 

No intimation has come into the 


open that the company has new 
financing ahead, but the terms upon 
which it has recently negotiated 
loans suggests that something of the 
sort may be not far off. 

Other Bonds Off 


The Paramounts were outstanding 
in their weakness, but they were not 
entirely isolated. The Keith liens 
gave way on a minimum of trading 
to 34144. new low ground for all time, 


Paramount | 


| the formal statement 


|common stock 





representing a net loss in six trad-_| 


ing days of 5% points. At_the $6) 
rate this is a yield of between 17 
and 18%. Dearth of offerings 
price, of course, is an element in 
favor of the security, but the ab-: 
sence of supporting bids again looms 
ominously. 

Even the Loew 6’s failed to make 
as zood a showing as the same com- 
pany’s stock, giving way nearly 4 
points, repeating its former bottom 
at 75 and failing to take any part 
whatever in the general run up late 
in the week. The only bond in the 
group that showed a disposition to 


follow the market trend was the 
Pathe loans, which under the com- 
pany'’s present situation are rather 


remote from show business in their 
fortunes. ; 

Warner Bros. liens slipped back 
to make a double bottom at 15% 
and lagged close to that figure up 
to the week's final quotations at 
16. In none of these performances 
is there any encouragement to hope 
for betterment, and generally the 
speculative element was confirmed 
in its disposition since the late 
autumn to let the whole group 
alone, at least until the develop- 
ments of the summer give some hint 
of a clearing situation for the the- 
atre business. 

The whole market hangs at this 
time upon the behavior of the bond 
list and it is there that the ticker 
observers are getting their pointers 
for dealings in stocks. What prog- 
ress the Senate made toward bal- 
ancing the nation’s books last week 
was promptly reflected first among 
the best bonds. Later the less de- 
sirable grades of fixed income secur- 
ities got into the movement and fin- 
ally the move extended to preferred 
and, later, common stocks. 


RKO Loss $2,166,000 


There is nothing to gauge the 
trend of RKO except the old bonds. 
The new debentures seem to be so 
closely held that they are without a 
market. They have not appeared on 


| 


at this | 





quarter of its old volume by the re- 
Hence the brunt of 
news contained in the 
company’s income statement for 
first quarter had to be borne by the 
bonds and the old pre- 
The latter collapsed 
on sale of 200 shares from 19% t 
10 flat, cutting their quotable value 
in half practically between sales. 

Statement covering operations 
from Jan. 1 to March 31 was a 
brusque affair setting forth: Loss 
from operations, $519,162; (deduct) 
profit from other sources, $52,294; 
interest on gold and deben- 
tures, $219,567 and depreciation $1,- 
480,000, making a total net loss for 
the period of $2,166,713. 

Item that interested the trade 
most was ‘depreciation,’ upon which 
shed no light 
Assumption .was that it represented 
heavy charge-offs on film produc- 
tion. There also was a possibility 
that heavier than usual rentals 
might have been charged, in fur- 
therance of the company’s time 
honored system of charging rentals 
for the year to the 40 weeks of most 
active operations so that the com- 
pany is practically rent free 
the dull summer. The 
issued showed a loss 
the size of preliminary 
timates. 

In any 
naturally 


stock. 


ferred 


notes 


over 
statement as 
about twice 
unofficial es- 


had a 
the 
still 


event the disclosure 
depressing effect on 
which retreated 
further, coming 
its bottom last fall when the new 
capitalization was broached and the 
bankers candidly announced it was 


either refinancing or a receivership. 
| Stoc k slipped to 2% and closed the 
week at that figure after a perfunc- 


tory defense at the level of 3. 

Warner Bros., continued compara- 
ij tively active, churning around for 
the most part unchanged at its ex- 
treme bottom of 1% A total of 
more than 10,000 shares changed 
hands during the week within the 
narrow range of 1% to 1%, the vol- 
ume apparently representing 
dow dancing for some obscure pur- 
pose. Market information chan- 
nels have ignored the issue point- 
edly for months, a neglected mem- 
ber of a neglected famity. 


Loew Statement Due 


Loew statement for the second 
quarter of its fiscal year is expect- 
ed any day, forecast being unoffi- 
cially that it will show somewhere 
around $1.90, which, with the $1.09 
of the first quarter (Aug. 31 to Nov. 
28), takes care of the regular $3 
rate for a year. Figures are not 
official, of course, but their source 
gives them weight. Fact the ut the 
stock shared only moderately in the 
week's upturn is another commen- 
tary on the lack of-esteem at this 
time in all the amusements. Loew 
was able to organize sufficient sup- 
port to hold its above its former 
low during the severe pressure of 
the early week, when it consistently 
defended 21, and under the spur of 
the Friday rally it gained a high of 
24, closing just off that top at 23%. 

It easily behaved best of all the 
theatre stocks, but even at that 
there is nothing brilliant in a level 
of 24 for a stock reported to show 
a year’s dividends earned during a 
time of depression in six months. 
Such a rate of net ought to represent 
an annual per share of around $5, 
which would make a net to price 
ratio of less than five to one. Simi- 
larly such a rate of earnings would 
abundantly fortify the Loew pre- 
ferred, which changed hands un- 
changed at 58c, or on a basis of 


sha- 


the bond ticker for more than a]/about 13%: while the Metro-Gold- 
month. Apparently there is but a wyn ruled at 17, slightly above 11%. 
Summary for week ending Saturday, May 7: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
c—— 1932——~ Net che 
izh Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High Low. Last. for wk 
2'5 1 100 American Seat. .ccessccsices $400 1 1 1 - Fy 
53% 2 1,200 Consol. Film....... Nelthuencetuat at 2 2 
Thi 414 400 Columbia P., v.t.c..... ¢etevawed 5 415 4, <1 
1135 7 1,100 Consol. Film pfd. (2)......60.-. 8% 1% 8% +% 
2 44% 44,100 Eastman Kodak (5)...e.ssee00++ TO% 44% 47% —1% 
a) 2 1,200 Fox, Class A....+.e0. ae” 2 Dae 
nO 12% 102,200 Gen. Elec. (1).......- Et ie! 15 12% 14 +% 
o's M4 SOD, Glee Tees HS BD. cb cvccccécccce % % % 
- 10 300 Keith pld......s00 écccoccescess «=O 10 10 —9% 
of 20% ol te Sep ar yeeer eT se ae 25% uu + % 
i: a6 200 ~=Do pref. (6%)...... crakenies 58 58 58 
- 4 = 100 Madison Sq. Garden......ee0++. 3 3 3 4% 
<4 7 109 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)....... Bem 3 17 17 — & 
14\4 6 30 Orpheum  pld...cccccccccssccess ° 7 7 7 + % 
11 25% OO. TED PaPAMOGRt occ ccc ceccsssesscges ‘ 31. 2% 3 a 
1 % 2,800 Pathe Exchange........++5: sea 3, % a, 
od 1% SOD Pee, CHGS Bivcccsccccsceceses , 2 es 
10 -) % 45,000 Radio Corp......+. aan cheese eees 4 3% a1 4 
. 2% ON rrr ere rere 3's 2% 27% A 
‘ ™ . senses BUMOTE ec ccvccccessesecccses eo 1, bid 
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Chagrin 


St. Paul, May 9. 
Yegss -wasted an evening 
and cost the Benz interests, 


Shubert theatre operators here, 
about $500. Thieves hammered 
the combination off a safe and 
then blew the inner compart- 
ment of the strongbox and got 
nothing. 
Closing of theatre three 
had been page 
the boys hadn't 


the 
days previously 
one news, but 
read about it. 


SAN ANTONIO LOCKS 
OUT UNION OPERATORS 


San Antonio, May 9. 
Non-union help is operating San 
Antonio's four circuit houses follow- 
ing a lockout when 











union negotia- | 
|} used backstage 


tions were bogged. 
It was agreed to have one union | 

. | 

operator in each house, but later a/| 


demand for 
brought the impasse. 
$2,200 weekiy are in 


one stagehand apiece 
Wages of 
volved. 


To the Bone 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

Another notch in Fox - West 
Coast's tightening up on its expense 
belt is the new policy of making 
individval trailers for 
they can be put together cheaper 
than screen service asking price. 

In the “ of Mother's Day screen 
greetings, F-WC home office pub- 
licity department prepared one fer 
the L. A. and Southern California 
divisions that cost each house $1.75 
in comparison to the service charge 
of $3.75. 

Home office is advising managers 
to get out their own special event 
trailers if they can do so at a sav- 
ing and is including appropriate 
copy in the weekly ad manual, 





KURTZMAN REJOINS PUBLIX 


Charles <urtzman is back with 
Publix as assistant to Milton Feld, 
divisional head. 

Kurtzman was formerly’ with 
Publix on the Coast, later joining 
Fox under Harry Arthur. 


INCORPORATIONS 


Albany, May 9. 

Royal Distributing Corp., New York, 
motion picture business; 10 shares, no 
par value. 

Producers Service Corp., Manhattan. 
motion picture business; 200 shares, no 
par value. 

Interstate Motion Picture Theatres, 
Inc., Manhattan; theatrical business; 10° 
shares, no par value. 

District Amusement Corp., New York. 
theatrical business; 2,000 shares, no par 
value. 

Mitchel Camera Fxchange, Inc., New 
York; motion picture business; $10,000. 

European Music Publishers Protective 
Association, Inc., Manhattan; theatrical 
business; $10,000. 

Larry Kent Productions, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; motion pictures; $10,000. 


Oklahoma City, May 9. 











Premier Pictures, Inc., San Antonio, 
Texas; capital stock, $1,000. Incorpo- 
rators, Prentice D. Hill, P. G. Hill and 


Paul B. Willett. 

Chicago Amusement Corp., Oklahoma 
City, Okla.: capital stock, $500. Incorpo- 
rators, Robert A. Mason, J. Dowler and 
H. C. Poe, all of Oklahoma City. 

Straughan Aircraft Corp., Marshall, 
Okla.; capital, $25,000. Incorporators, 
Frank Straughan and Kenneth O. Her- 
wig, Marshall, and Burfrell Tibbs, Ckla- 
homa City. 

Mazdabrook Golf Club, Tulsa, 
capital, none. Incorporators, J. A. Whit- 
low, Fred Clear and R. V. Stephens, all 
of Tulsa. 





W. Va., May 9. 
Co., Bradshaw, 


Charleston, 
Bradshaw Theatre 
W. Va.; capital $5,000. Incorporators, 
Dr. J. C. Harrison, C. E. Dove, Walter 
Deavers, W. H. Flam and M, M. Per- 
kins, all of Bradshaw. 


JUDGMENTS 


Ritz Theatre Corp.; Columbia Pic- 
tures Corp.: $21.53. 





Terrace Th. Corp.; Big U Film 
Exchange: $22.09. 
West Shore Theatres, Inc.: First 


Division Exchanges, Inc.; $166. 


Okla.; | 


holidays if | 


|exits were in good condition, 








| 


; 


Irving Wernick Amus. Corp.; Co- 
lumbia Pictures Corp.; $87.45. 

Kingston Ritz Th. Corp.: First | 
Division Exchanges, Inc.; $69.95. 

Meyers Publications, me.; C. Wd. 
| O’Brien, Ine agg 5. 

Frank Meyers; C. i O'Brien, Inc.; 
=] 2 ‘ 62 35. 

William Knott; Sheridan Theatre 
Co., Inc.: $602.60. 

Joseph Ota Gimbel Bros., 
Inc.: $24.3 

Po tan "Publications, Inc., and 
| Frank Meyers; Conley, Inc.; $14,-| 

Urban A. Sharkey; G. S. Van 
Schail $176.96. 

Satisfied Judgments 

Sun Printing & Pub. Ass'n; F 
Schaffron: $7.691.53, March 6, 1931. 

Sun Printing & Pub. Ass'n: F 
Schaffran; $138.20, March 7, 1932. 


' 


An Example of What Happens 


en 


Promoter Dreams About South Seas 





ARTHUR- UNION DEADLOCK | 


New Haven Fire Seouiet Orders 2 
Stagehands for Houses 


New Haven, May 9 
Deadlock still in effect in strike 
situation between stage and booth 
men and 13 houses operated und 
Harr\ Arthur chain in New Eng 
land, Conference between Arthur 


nd representatives of W*° 
failed 

Local situation apparently 
been settled in favor of 
when fire marshal issued orders that 
two stagehands, with at least 10 
years experience locally, must be 
at Poli, Bijou and 
College, three local Arthur houses. 
Arthur had refused to employ crew 
in houses where no stage acts were 


rrceestel 


labor men to bring results 


has 


shown. Attorney for Arthur Thea- 
tres secured temporary injunction 
against the fire marshal closing the 
ieatres and a motion for perma- 
nent injunction is due for early 
hearing. 
Springfield, Mass., May 9. 

Five minutes after ‘Grand Hotel 
openea Friday night (6) at Harry 


Fox-Nelson theatre here, 
workers are on strike, 
a stench bomb was hurled into the 
ventilating system and the audi- 
ence fled to the street. 

All tickets, with a $1.50 top, 
refunded. 
continue the show because of the 
nauseating odor. carlier in the 
evening a man asked the cashier if 
Show- 


Arthur's 
where union 


were 


ings were resumed Saturday. 

Supreme Cour: enjoined picketing 
at the Nelson and Fox-Poli houses 
by stagehands, but operators con- 
tinued the sentry duty. 





Minneapolis, May 9 
Musicians’ and stage hands’ 
unions in Minneapolis and St. Pau 
have agreed to an immediate 10% 
slash in pay. Ey so doing they 
waive the terms of their contracts 
which do not expire until August 
S2. 
No agreement has been reached 
yet, however, with the booth op- 
erators. The operators are wiling 
to tcke the 10% cut, but they insist 
upon a new one year contract at 
the new rate. 


Toronto, May 9. 

After negotiations leading up to 
concessions on both sides, a 16- 
month agreement between FP-Can- 
adian and the Toronto local of the 
ATSE and MPMO. 

It means a 10% wage cut for 
some of the operators in certain of 
the larger houses, says W. P. Cov- 
ert, biz manager for the union. 


B&K Makes New Lease 





Setup for Pantheon | 


pocery knowing Hunsacker but 


Chicago, May 9%. 


Having gotten rid of its old lease | 


and headaches on the Pantheon, 
north side house, B. & K. will con- 
tinue to operate it subject to a sub- 
lease made with the Field Amuse- 
ment Co., newly organized, to take 
over the property. Outfit is headed 
by Horace Lindheimer, local realty 
man. 

Lindheimer acquired the property 
from the United Cigar Stores Co., 
with his deal subject to an incum- 
brance of about $500,000 due to 
bondholders. Only difference the 
new setup makes to B&K is that it’s 
out in the clear on a lease origi- 
nally bequeathed the circuit when it 
took over the old Lubliner and Trinz 
houses in town. 


DROP FREE PARK FILM 

Dallas, May 9. 
Nabe exhibs here see summer 
smiles in municipal council's de- 
cision to drop free park piciures, 
local tradition since 1910. Cost of 
repairing worn silent equip or re- 
vamping for so.nd out of line with 





currert retrenchment, councilmen 
figure. 

Couple of indie propositions to 
operate free picts on advertising | 


revenue were nixed. 





Report Texas-Mexican Deal 
Dallas, May 9. 
Reported here that International 
Amusement Co., operating string in 
El Paso and Me sold to Mex- 


aiCO, 


ican Amusement Co., headed by 
Ramon E. Lafon, IAC’s forme: 
ramrod, 


+ ene 


strikers | 


ing 


Hollywood, May 9. 


Most fantastic of the recent series 


if gentlemen adventurer round-the- 


world-with-a-camera promotions is 


that of O Ix Hunsacker, Los An- 
xeles promoter Hays office looked 
into the matter when Jack Greger, 
t tex Ich grew Suspicious. 
Greger f i mself in the em- 
irras pos n of having hired 
i ftull crew and meeting a stone wall 
of silence when he wanted to find 
out specific details. 


Hunsacker, from the east and act- 


through a Mrs. Marceau, de- 


| scribed as a Culver City new spaper- 


woman, commissioned Greger to 
line up a technical crew to equip 
and man a floating studio. For this 
purpose Hunsacker was supposed 
to have chartered a_ five-masted 
barkentine tied to a wharf in 
Brooklyn, N \ 


Greger Swallows 


Greger, with dream-like descrip- 
tions of a five-vear globe-circling 
tour to make ‘Robinson Crusoe,’ 
‘Gulliver's Travels’ and other class- 
ics in southern seas, lined up these 
| Hollywood technicians: Alfred E. 
Williams, Roider Olsen Russell 
Harlan, Milo Utterback, Foster 
Hilton, Arnold Wagner, John Lon- 


Police barred attempt to} 


gaza, E. F. 
ae * 
Gordon 
Newlove. 


Baldridge, 
Philbrick, 
Palmer 


El St. Claire, 
Arvard Wooden, 
and William lL. 


Efforts to communicate with 
Thomas N. Wicks and Commodore 
A. Gerhart Schillo, Chicago busi- 


nessmen named as interested in the 
| promotion, were unsuccessful on 
the Hollywood end. 

Doug Fairbanks 
‘Around the World’ is believed to 
have given the impetus, glamour 
and prestige that the promoters of 
later ideas to combine business and 
pleasure needed. There have been 
about a dozen such schemes 
hatched. ~ 


when he made 


Hunsacker’s Pinch 
Chicago, May 9. 
Thomas N. Wicks, when queried, 
stated that incorporation of Fa- 
mous Stories Pictures Corp. and 
public sale of stock was suspended 
and whble deal called off when 
O. K. Hunsacker was arrested here 
a month ago on a Los Angeles in- 


dictment charging that an auto 
finance company, which he pro- 
moted, had swindled Dr. and Mrs. 


Oliver Gordon of San Diego. 

Wicks explained that George K. 
Spoor, whose name was used by 
Hunsacker, had agreed to act in 
an advisory capacity. Mr. Spoor 
denied knowing anything about the 
proposition, or any of the persons 
involved, when queried in the mat- 
ter. 

Lester A. Eagles, now here and 
formerly a Universal cameraman, 








claimed he hadn’t seen the promoter 
in 12 years. 


Two Chicago Nabes Get 
Sunday Night Perfume 


Chicago, May 9. 

After a lull of several months, 
stench bombing again cropped up 
here over the weekend, with the 
B&K Uptown, deluxe neighbor- 
hooder, and Essaness’ North Center, 
another outlying house, getting the 
perfume last night (Sunday). 

Outside of the odor driving pat- 
rons to the box offices for refunds 
small damage was done. Police in- 
vestigating advance the theory rival 
theatre owners are implicated 
through competition of double fea- 
turing. 





Trusound Bankrupt 


Trusound Corp. of America has 
fled a petition in bankruptcy. 
Assets $57,517, liabilities $76,699. 











are 
Pic- 
Still- 


Principal creditors listed 
William H. Bristol Talking 
tures Corp. $3.140; Watson 
man Co. $14,064: Trusound, Ltd., 
| $4,312; Stephen B. Church Co., $6,- 
707; Ramon Cantarrana, $10,251. 

Main assets are equipment and 
fixtures valued at $31,036 and ac- 
counts $12,240 


Weeds’ Bankruptcy Plea 
fearing in A. H. Woods’ applica- 
tio. for a discharge from bank- 
ruptcy set for une 1 before Ref- 


jere? Seaman Miller 
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THINKS ABOUT! 
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(Continued on page 29) 


April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 
BRANFORD | Rue Morgue Disorderly Shopworn Crowd Roars 
High. $30,500 $9,000 Conduct $12,000 $11,500 
: Low.. 5,500} Stags Show $12,000 
(Conitnued from page 23) STATE Plumber Polly of Tarzan Beast of City 
High. $32,000 $15,000 Circus $17,500 $18,000 
BOSTON Low.. 11,500) (Alice White $15,000 (Cab 
on Stage) , Calloway 
= April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 Vaude _on Stage) _ 
~ METRO- Alias the This Is the So Big Misleading RKO Hotel Girl Crazy |Love Starved) Carnival Boat 
POLITAN Doctor Night $35,200 Lady PROCTOR’S/| Continental $15,000 $16,000 __ $14,000 
High. $66,000 $34,000 $32,100 (Leo Carrillo) $42,000 High. $33,000 $13,500 (Mitzi Green 
Low.. 19,500) (Pola Negri (Mills Bros.) | Low.. 7,000 Vaude |__on Stage) _ 
on Stage) CAPITOL ({Final Edition| Expert and Alias the /|Arsene Lupin 
Stage Show High. $15,000 and Big Timer Doctor and and 
STATE Are You Night Court Flesh Is Wet Parade jLow.. 2,500 Gay $5,000 Devil’s After 
High. $40,000) Listening? 20,000 Weak $17,000 Caballero Lottery Tomorrow 
Low.. 10,000) $13,100 $14,000 ____ $5,000 -_ 95,200 =| $4,800 
Vaude — 
RKO Shopworn Cohens and | Scandal For | Girl Crazy LOUISVILLE 
’ a 2 ——— ——S ee  — — — 
vine oecmed — yap ty ved $708 April 2 __ April 9 | _ April 16 __ April 23 _ 
ae 6,140 -LOEW’S Are You Flesh Is Scar Face Wet Parade | 
KEITH’S Steady Young Bride | Love Affair | County Fair |High. $28,000; Listening Ly od $12,500 $9,200 
BOSTON Company $19,600 $22,300 $12,600 ow..__5,300)__ $8,400 $10,60 - = 
High. $23,000 $28,900 (Mary Brian,| (New Low) STRAND {Careless Lady Amateur Crowd Roars Miracle Man 
Low.. 12,600)(Camel Radio Ken Murray) | « High. $12,500) $4,800 Daddy $3,800 $6,500 
Group) Low.. 3,700 $4,500 
Vaude RIALTO Wayward Hotel Man Hunted | Misleading 
High. $16,000) $7,900 Continental $10,500 Lady 
= Low.. 3,275 $9,300 = $9,500 
PORTLAND, ORE. _BROWN Alias the Woman sQugk to Be Bs 
= Keele | Apel o:) “Agel 1] Ape we |tuene Panam | Geter ..|, Semmmande || ramen |... Serves 
~ PARAS Tarzan Miracle Man | Arrowsmith World and . (4 days) _ 
MOUNT $14,000 $13,500 $15,000 Flesh ALAMO Broken Devil's “Behind the | “Beauty and | 
High. $22,500) Stage Show (9 days) $9,500 High. $11,600 Wing Lottery Mask Boss 
Low.. _5,000 Low.. 2,400] $2,800 $2,500 $2,400 $2,900 
RKO Young Bride | Cohens and | Scandal For | Carnival Boat (Low) 
ORPHEUM $5,500 Kellys Sale $5,000 
High. $24,000 Vaude $5,500 $3,300 
Low.. - 3,300 (New Low) KANSAS CITY | ae 
‘MUSIC BOX| Shopworn Unexpected | Beauty and |Crowd Roars April 2 April 9 April 16 __ April 23 _ 
High. $20,000 $4,900 Father the Boss $5,200 MAIN- ‘Cohens and | Panama Flo | Scandal for Young 
Low 2,806 $5,000 $5,000 STREET Kellys $17,000 Sale America 
UNITED | Millionaire | Broken Wing Tarzan Arrowsmith | High. $32,000 $11,000 (Weaver $11,000 $11,000 
ARTISTS $3,900 $4,000 $4,500 $4,000 Low.. 8,000 Vaude Bros. on 
High. $13,000 Stage) . 
Low.. 2,500 LOEW'S Sky Devils are 2, wey a Ail whistle 
MIDLAND $12,000 istening es t 
INDIANAPOLIS High. $35,000 $9,600 $13,000 
- : 14 a Low.. 7,800 
os Bt ga : ners “2 Late NEWMAN Fireman Misleading |Crowd Roars! Miracle Man 
~ INDIANA One Hour Alias the Misleading Miracle Man High. $33,000 $5,200 Lady $7,000 $9,500 
High. $2 500 $18,000 epee pay De nnd Low.. 4, $7,000 
Low.. 8,500) Stage Show ae’ ays LIBERTY | One Hour | Beauty and | This Is the | Tough to Be 
(B. Robinson) | (New Low) High. 7,800 $5,800 Boss Night Famous 
= L oe 2,800 $4,300 $4,300 $4,000 
PALACE Tarzan Are You Flesh Ils Weak| Wet Parade — (6 days) 
High. $10,000 $10,000 h) Listening? $8,000 $8,000 
Low.. 5,000} (New Hig $5,500 
LYRIC Devil’s Beauty and Careless Steady SAN FRANCISCO . : 
High. $10,000 Lottery the Boss Lady Company April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 
Low.. 7,500) $11,000 7,500 $11,000 $9,000 FOX Millionaire Amateur Devil’s Flesh Is 
(V.McLaglen)| (New Low) High. $70,000} $24,000 Daddy Lottery Weak 
(New High) Low.. 18,000] Stage Show $24,000 $27,500 $39,000 
vou WARFIELD| Disorderly |“ Wiser Sex | “Play Girl | Broken Wing 
: igh. ,000} Conduct 15,000 17, 17, 
CIRCLE | Panama Flo | This Is the | Girl Crazy | Tough to Be |; ior: 42000) Conduc . 
High.. $7,000 _and Night $5,000 Famous Stage Show 
Low... 4, Big Shot $4,000 $5,000 PAR- One Hour Tarzan Tarzan Miracle Man 
fees AMOUNT $10,000 $20,000 (a8 eck) $13,000 
i ,000 yeek wee 
APOLLO Hotel rmaewr Crowd Rears ~~ _— pion, +5 200 (24 week) 
High.. $8,000) Continental addy $7,000 5, GOLDEN Wayward ogee Rus’ Moraus Tmpatlont 
Low... 3,500) $5,000 99 33:500 ) GATE $12,000 Order $12,000 Maiden 
(New _Low High. $19,000 Vaude $11,000 $11,000 
WASHINGTON Lew. .___ 34% 
April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 MONTREAL 
EARLE One Hour Crowd Roars | Man Wanted April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 
High. $25,000)  $21.500 ner waeee LOEW'S After Polly of the | Crowd Roars Devil's 
Low.. 6, Vaude High. $18,500} Tomorrow Circus $15,000 Lottery 
PALACE Beast of the Wiser Sex Flesh Ils Weak Low. 500 $13,500 $15,500 $14,500 
High. $29,300 City $14,000 $23,000 Vaude 
Low.. 8,500 Nea aed sa aide PALACE One Hour {Arsene Lupin| Sunshine Frankenstein 
poo cere bey High. $32,000] — $13,000 $11,000 Susie $17,000 
er Low.. 7,000] (24 week) (6 days) $12,000 
; d ith a Alias the Wiser Sex Heart of 
COLUMBIA Tarzan Wet Parade | This Is the Hight $30.0 la Lact Doctor pol New York 
High. $19,000 $10,000 $10,006 Night Low.. 8,600 ona ané Tomorrow $11,500 
Low.. _4,900)__(2d_week) (24_week) $6,500 Hatchet Man | Tough to Be $11,000 
FOX Disorderly Devil’s Young $12,000 Famous 
High. $41,500 Conduct Lottery America $12,000 
Low..: 12,000 $21,000 $19,200 $12,400 PRINCESS Greeks Sky Devils Forbidden Girl Crazy 
Vaude High. $25,000 and and _ and and — 
KEITH’S © | Young Bride Hell’s House Symphony |tow.. 500 Corsair X Marks Spot} Big Times | Secret Service 
High. $20,000) $9,500 $8,000 $10,500 ° $8,000 $7,500 $7,000 $8,000 
Low.. 4,600} Vaude (Ist week— |—TMPERIAL |Est Charmant| One Hour Une Heure | Une Heure 
- no_vaudey— High.. $6,000 $4,500 $3,500 Pres de Vous|Pres de Vous 
Low... 000} (2d week) $8,000 $5,000 
NEW ORLEANS (French (Par-French) (2d week) 
April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 made) 
“ALABAMA |Arsene Lupin Strangers Tarzan Scarface 
"°$10,000 in Love $12,000 $11,000 TACOMA | 
Vaude $10,000 April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 
RITZ Young Bride Shopworn Office Girl Hotel RKO Alias the Ladies of Big Timer Tough to Be 
an and and Continental | oRPHEUM Doctor the Jury and Famous 
Love Affair Steady Cohens and and | High. $14,500 and and Cohens and and 
$4,000 Company and Kellys | Destry Rides |; ow... 4,200} Menace Shopworn Kellys Scandal For 
‘ $4,500 $3,900 $4,000 $5,100 $5,200 $4,800 Sale 
E Taxi Dancers in Millionaire Tough to Be 5,000 
MPIRE $3,800 the Dark $3,900 Famous BLUE Play Girl Heart of Old Man Sky Devils 
$3.800 $3,700 MOUSE $2,500 New York Minick $1,800 
STRAND Ben-Hur Pardon Us Big Parade Greeks High.. $8,300 $1,500 $1,500 
$2,300 $2,000 and | $1,300 Low... 1,400 
. Sky Devils 
$1,600 


R. R. HELPS REVIVE 
"HAM’S SUN. PROBLEM 


Birmingham, May 9. 

Sunday amusement question has 
popped-up again thanks to the rail- 
roads. Merchants, hotel men, the- 
atre managers and others have been 
instrumental in reviving the 
ject. A delegation called on 
Chamber of Commerce last 
demanding that something be done 
to help the Sunday situation, 

With railroads running excur- 
sions out of Birmingham every 
is little business; 
for Birmingham 


excursions 





Subd- 
the 


week 


or 
left 
The 
ing inday 
somery, 


money, mere 
are tak- 
to Mont- 
Chattanooga, 
Ga., and 
Sunday amuse- 
Last week an 


se 
Ss thousands 
New Orleans, 
Shoals, Columbus, 
towns where 


ments are allowed. 


}excursion carried over 5,000 people 


to Chattanooga at $1.50 for the 
round trip. Figuring that each per- 
son on the trip spent $5 that meant 
$25,000 taken away from this city. 
Montgomery hotels and theatres 
are rurning advertisements in local 
papers to catch the Sunday trade 
One of the Montgomery hotels 
running a three column ad in the 
‘News’ several times a week. 
Delegation calling on the Cham- 
ber of Commerce 
action. 


iS 


asked immediate 
Newspapermen were in- 
vited to this conference but when 
they arrived they were barred. They 
were further told not to print a line 
the meeting. The ‘News’ 
didn’t but the ‘Post’ reporter went 
back to his office and slammed a 
story on page -one, 

The C, C. has promised a decision 
at once. If it’s favorable a cam- 
paign will be launched and another 
election held. 


a hAssté 
auvvue 





Tex. Negro Specials 


Dallas, May 9. 

Robb & Rowley, indie chain, is 
trying all-Negro films as week day 
boosters and for separate Negro 
mats in some of the smaller towns. 

Clarence Brooks, colored per- 
former in ‘Arrowsmith,’ will do a 
string of personals mostly in Negro 
stands, 








‘Hotel’ Hitting Coast 
Tanks as Roadshow 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Under supervision of George 
Mooser, Metro’s coast roadshow de- 
partment is readying 11 dates for 
‘Grand Hotel.’ First is the Califor- 
nia, San Francisco, May 12, for two 
weeks or more. Remainder, all for a 
week each, are Oakland, Sacramento, 
Fresno, San Diego, Seattle, Tacoma, 
Portland, Butte, Billings and Spo- 
kane. 

Company managers are Harry 
Davis, Hal Elias, Harry Cort, Wil- 
liam Roddy, and Sam Myers. Rich- 
ard Marshall is ahead to handle 
publicity, and Norman Sprowl, bor- 
rowed from Fox-West Coast, is in 
charge of ticket, boxoffice and house 
management arrangements under 
supervision of Frank Newman for 
Fox-West Coast. 





Albany’s Sundays 


Albany, N. Y¥., May 9. 
Democratic controlled common 
council passed an ordinance last 
week legalizing Sunday films in this 
city in the face of considerable op- 
position from the churches. Bill 
is now before Mayor Thacher, who 
is expected to sign it this week. 
When the measure is made a law 
it will end a long fight which few 
city administrations cared to at- 
tempt to carry through. 





Three-Hour Exception 
Oklahoma City, May 9. 
Voters of Waynoka, Okla., have 
authorized Sunday shows except be- 
tween the hours of 6 and 9 p. m. 























ALL LOEW DE LUXE THEATRES TO FOLLOW 


THE ORIGINAL — REUNITED 


“DANCING TO THE KING’S TASTE” 


Held Over 2nd Week CAPITOL, New York, Week May 6 


Thanks to L. K. SIDNEY and MARVIN SCHENCK 


KING, KING anv KING 
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WHAGRAPH, INC. DISTRBUIORS 
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on Wo Varnec Bros. Pictu * 
tA: First National Picture * 


vom CHATTERTON 


in her first picture for Warner Bros. and her greatest since ““‘Madame X’’ 


The Rich Are Always With Us‘ 


Watch its mid-west premiere at Publix ace house, Chicago Theatre, Chicago! 


First of its Kind! 


THE STRANGE LOVE 


ae ——— a — 















THE COMPANY 
DELIVERING RIGHT NOW— 


THE COMPANY GEARED 
TO KEEP DELIVERING 


THROUGH THE TOUGH 
SUMMER MONTHS— | 


IS THE ONE COMPANY 
FOR 1932-33! 


and H ERE’S 


the tip-off... 


NEW SMASH HITS IN 3 WEEKS FROM 


ARNER BROS. 





tue MOUTHPIECE 


The hit that scooped the industry! starring WARREN WILLIAM— 
SIDNEY FOX...3rd capacity week in N.Y. Top grosses in all key cities. 











MOLLY LOUVAIN’ 


a it woman’s picture that carries a terrific emotional wallop! 
‘with LEE TRACY—ANN DVORAK...The Star Finds of The Season! 


more! MORE! MORE! 


2 great star smashes on the way to top onything you’ve had 
since last winter.... 


EDWARD G. 











JOE E. 


; Focieren \ BROWN 
in his first love drama as a Rang Tang Taran- 


TWO SECONDS! 


TENDERFOOT' — 
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VANITY FAIR lent entertainment from bégtnaties )enet, using native porters with | —_ 4 — 


na—! P A LOEW PRODUCTION A LOEW PRODUCTION 
to end—latter being rather abrupt, | only one white escort as operator, “BROADWAY REVUE” “DIVE IN” 
(Continued from page 19) contrary to French habit. but she herself shot a lot of the (May 6). Paradi New York M val Jamaica 
S Photography and sound somewhat | film. Owing to Chinese prejudice Ana Be eae Reg 7h Veen, oe 
shortcomings make tit impossible ; uneven. Very well received on the! she had to discard in Shanghai her STARRING 

for the theatres these possible ad- | boulevards, and likely to draw far! big camera and use a small Bell & 


mirers patronize. more still in the neighbs and proy- | Howell model. She was thus able HARRY JACK PEPPER 
inces Mari. to film quaint Chinese places and 


On the other hand, it has not 
been dressed up to modern styl —_—__—_—___—- ceremonies, 
| < } ro-hi } 4 33 | ° ’ ‘ . , * 
cht Saat tote tee eae | Rei en Chine Human element is supplied by ; Pepping p the Show” 
ns as een € re : or- | the nerve ie gi vine Pe 4 + 
| ously and carried over on that angle (‘Trip Through China’) 1 nel of the girl, who has done 



































rh some degree of success Here many explorations on land and sea Dir Cargill & Dobson 
ww aie ‘te ‘Chat bt atieka too cloaels (FRENCH MADE) practically unescorted and has had te Broadway Jesier™ 
Aa i ae was > ad > = : " tri se TS Ve *xperie ‘es j 
to the original story and the plot Paris. April 30 st inge personal experiences in ' Wa. Marries 

lated and creaky "| Produced by Titayna Murketed by Com China and Manchuria She is fre- | MADELINE BERLO 

eems adate < ( oe ’* x ‘ ‘ nent > r af . _ +1 _ o : , > . . . . : 7" . ' w 
" | m inother angle the book } itn tine ale nema re hiqu quently seen herself in the film | THE TELEPHATIC HUMORIS!I 

tro al { a 3! OOK nel ’ Lina Running time, 95 mins Girl. who is of a hig French 233 _ * nN N eR > 
\rigin is a handicap in that there | Miracles, Paris, April 21 irl, v is fa high rench mili NORM AN DIVING MERMATI 
oris h plot fer-am intrigu cs a tary family, was attached as ladv- |! " oo GIRLS 
is too much le a riguing | ios in-waiting to tl ~ ae eet U ' 

pu ° r y - . » heat A Ta . aoe I Vi if ( 1e@ ky PSs lL Jé I ’ 
development rhere is room only; Film was made between Februa neat Shh ania -- gone pte saya \ Thanks to Mar vin Schenck 
’ for the highlights and the sequences and July, 1931, by Titayna, name of ; “*” - a a on bags ar 
flit by with 2 speed which derites | a globe-trotting gir| who has al coe of red pen Og ~sps! —— pity «Nem CHESTER HALE’ Ss 
time for careful story development ready filmed a tr welog in Mexico —e - cae te = : — — > 
it : ' ta ; eae: , ; was a iong time ina pilaster cast, 
is like a book o llustrations | “he landed in Shanghai and went | H 

. the tg Bye oe a ee up the Yang-tse river on a French and on recovery started on a life} DIVE In GIRLS 
vi ) 4 oe q . ; . — 

Mvrna Loy was an_ excellent | 8unboeat, later on tracking up to (Continued on page 62) 


OLIVE & GEORGE BRASNO HAROLD STANTON 


in American Tenor 


She plays the part with genuine- —_ : B M 
ss, looking as well as acti her | ° oy *7e,°? | “Bri ™ “hil Tyrrell 
ee ary Bacrrory until ‘the Sul ncodince || Picture Possi bilities | 4 rief oment 


when the makeup obtrudes to sug- | 


cnoice for the character of Beclxy. | 

















i | | LOEW PRODUCTION A LOEW PRODUCTION 
gest age and her fading charms. ; ~ } Pv ” : sé 99 
She's still Myrna Loy then, when ! a P ee ; { THREE SCREENS ; FORWARD _— 
the deception should be most per- | pn otra blr gta | (May 7), Loew's, Jersey City _ (May 7), Oriental icago 
fect Save at the finish she tureat ‘FOREIGN AFFAIRS’ (Comedy, Kamsler and Fuller, Avon). — _ 
in a highly creditable performance Little substance to a story of a love rendezvous in a small Italian | FRANKLYN 
which is partly defeated by the} mountain hotel Thee CHANEY | rer awcett 
charm she imparts to the gir] : . 
The other characters are gener- ‘Take M Tip’—Unfa ab} | | 
‘ a 3 . » aes y ip ntavoraoie AND “ ” 
ally well cast, with Billy Bevan, an| «paki; MY TIP’ (Comedy, Mack Hilloard, Forty-eighth Street) | Falling For You 
ex-comic, doin’ surprisingly well as Ki a : z — a nants : 
Joe Sedley. Conway Tearle, Bar-!. ‘iim chances depend on length of engagement with a brief stay F 0 X af ( Dir Eddie Meyers 
bara Kent, Anthony Bushell, Lione! | indicated lbee. 


NE 
Belmore and Lilyan Irene all turn JACK LA 


in creditable performances, but lack ‘Bulls, Bears and Asses’—Unfavorable |f ‘Dancing Stars of | “Do You Want CANDREVA 
of direction makes the play a parade | ‘BULLS, BEARS AND ASSES’ (Herbert Milton Gropper, Playhouse, Two Continents’ | to Wrestle” 6 BROS S 


of character acting rather than a} 

, ke ; ¢ rene s Ss . j - . : . ’ ‘ 
well-knit and homogeneous story.| geainst the type interesting enough people to make it pay. Not a chance Dir.: Johnny Hirde Dir. Alex. Hanlon 
for this one, which has no feminine interest, and not much for the men. 





Screen has never made a strong Wall Street picture and chances ars 


The production lacks the gifted 
touch which welds components into he 
a single structure. Rush. 


Oot eas 


Dir. Cargitt «i Dobson 





“ture. | ie. | LOYALTA’S 
AU NOM DE LA LOI ‘Another Language'—Favorable y wonman | coccee : Arebion Stallbens” 


‘ANOTHER LANGUAGE’ (Comedy drama, Arthur J, Beckhard, GRIFFIN 
(‘In the Name of the Law’) Booth). ? Comedian 


| 
| 

(FRENCH MADE) A domestic play written with a fresh style that should qualify it cor | Distinctive 
| 


nate 





| Dir. Chas. V. Yates 


Paris, April 30. | program release “Ibee. | Fheaks to Styles in Songs CHESTER HALE’S 


Johnny Hyde 


S . 
eee ee re Se 


Natan production and release. Made in 























| 
j | 
Natan’s studios at Joinville. Recorded | a FORWARD MARCH GIRLS 
R.C.A. Directed by. Maurice Tourneur. In | ‘Angeline Moves In’—Unfavorable | | 
cast: Marcelle Chantal, Charles Vanel, Ga- ‘ Te _— — v9 . : i a = . . : 
briel Gabrio, Labry, Jean Marchant, Jean | ANGELINE MOVES IN’ (Comedy, Hale Francisco, Forrest), A LOEW PRODUCTION LOEW PRODUCTION 
; , H 
Dax. _ From the nani by _ pe rl Much too lightweight to Supply any picture material. Thee “PARISIENNE’ | “WESTWARD Hi- HO” 
Panta. Apeit 15 9 minutes. Marivaux. eed | (May 7), Capitol, New York ee (Week May ), “Michigan, Detroit, 
ae | ‘The Man Who Changed His Name’—Favorable ‘ -— 
After a period of rest, this is a ‘THE MAN WHO CHANGED HIS NAME’ (Melodrama, Frank Conroy, | FRANK RADCLIFF BON 
tremendous comeback for Marcelle | Broadhurst). 

Chantal, and her best so far intalk-| A thriller from the last Edgar Wallace which has a better chance on with 
ers. Role of the ritzy woman crook | coreen than stage Ibee 


running an opium ring, hunted in| 


connection with the murder of a de- | ‘ , ‘6 ” 
tective, getting another sleuth who; ,.. >¢ “Merry “8 Round natal . Miia Previnds DARK DOINGS 
is tracking her to fall in love with MERRY GO ROUND’ (Melodrama, Blankfort an art, rovince- 





Dir. CHAS FITZPATRICK 





her, and finally committing suicide | town). FOUR 


when faced with capture. Story of alleged connection between politics, police and rackets. Very 
Chantal has a contract with Na-'! weil done for the Village. Might make a thriller, bee. JEAN LEE GAILS 1.KON a YS 
tan, but difficulty of providing her — | 


—$—$—<—<—————— 


Bai 
| 
GENE RODGERS | 3 A R C LAY 
| 
































with the special type of aiory fitting ‘Brendway Gey'’—Untaverabie INTERNATIONAL DANCE STARS “Knockin’ Around” 
ner, prevents her being used regu- ‘BROADWAY BOY’ (Comedy, Barton Slater, 48th Street), Dir. LYONS & LYONS Per. Dir. Irv. & Chas. V, Yates 
arly. Toa TT 
The men are very good—all detec- Alcan the: treuiting of a/ahge-string Dy pratucee, Spt Giyture ra _— ANITA AVILA CHESTER HALE’S 
tives, with the exception of a couple a 
of crooks, and Jose Noguero pro- ~ ~- - ris JACK NILE Hi-HO GIRLS 
viding what comedy relief there is DANCERS 
@s a sap South American diplomat. ° ° Style — Sophistication — Humor | LA 
— is a thriller detective story. st OSCAR RAGLAND 
ans, with excellent picturization of om ata ve rosses or pr and 
French yolice third degree methods, SILVIA NELSON ROBT G 
and a sequence vividly showing the! Singer of Charm and Beauty ° ° PITKIN 
arrest of a crook in a deserted hut. ma 
Another thrill involves the use of | . @ A LOEW PRODUCTION A_ LOEW PRODUCTION 





tear gas to get tho leader of the (Continued from page 27) 
gang when he holds a top room 
in a Paris building as a last fort. 


Maurice Tourneur’s American ex- 


| “HI-LITES OF 1932” “CUBAN HOLIDAY” 
CINCINNATI (Week May 7), Obie, Columbus Pig , State, Cleveland Sas 
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: : : ———————— The tnt 
perience has saved him from wast- |__ April 2) |__Aprit 9 | April 16 April 23 JIMMY © Kntornational Comedy Couple 
ing eee. Film prexiden excel- ALBEE | Cohens and Wayward | Careless Carnival | Cc Li ca FO g D 
: —-~ - bag $35,500: Kellys $24,000 Lady Boat | 
| Low. 17,000) $20,000 $20,000 $28,000 | SA AND 
aut a i | MARION 
FANCHON & MARCD | PALACE | Girl Crazy Sky Devils | Tough to Be! Miracle Man | “The Runaway Boy” M 
F y J # | High. $28,100 $16,000 $13,000 Famous $16,000 | Sam Lyons ___Dir- Lyons & Lyons 
AL a he AM ow. 8,000 7 pen ae ne —oomenane lan. 
~ ~ CAPITOL | | One Hour | Flesh Is | This Is the So Big | S 0 H nlo a Zamb 
f | High. $75'500. $11,000 Weak Night $11,500 VANDERBILT BOY a nl uni 
| Low. 6,5 $12,000 $10,000 S DANCE CREATORS 
: | — rs oO on . A 
The Mad Wags of Malibu LYRIC | Tarzan Tarzan | Crowd Roars| World and “Croonader 7 ae e" ae ae Panentionnt Ss 
B High. $23,900 $16,500 $9,500 | $9,500 Flesh tls: Bd | : 
ERNIE and WALKER | Low. 5,000: (2d_week) $10,000 
































in “ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN” | ie PROVIDENCE r | PEG LEG BATES T H E 3 Go u 5 











SGN in DUNES OTE TE HE 



































~ | World’s Greatest Monoped Dancer % a 
| |___April 2 April 9 | April 16 April 23 fbr: Nat aay Win. Morris 9 | Dies: Nat Phi ae my Morris Office 
NOV d STATE | Sky Devils Are You “Sear Face | Wet Parade moiotarte.d JACK REID 
an /High. $28,000; $8,200 Listening? $15,000 $14,000 lei es 
“All Tangled Up for Fun” ' Low. 8,000, $13,000 | 2 CHESTER HALE’S : poINGING THE BLUES” 
“ RKO “ALBEE Shopworn Cohens and | Young Bride Scandal for | by Shepe 
TOWN and COUNTRY” idea | |High. $20,000 $12,000 Kellys | $10,600 | Sale HI-LITERS CHESTER HALE’S SENORITAS 
| Low. 3,000) Vaude $12,600 $9,300 : ‘ 
FAY’ | | Tough to Be Amateur | ‘High gh Speed Tena Rivers A_ LOEW PRODUCTION A LOEW PRODUCTION z 


+ mm ~ oe ery 


7,300 “DANCE DREAMS” “FRIVOLITIES” 


- (Wook Mey 7), Coow's, St. Levis on er (Week May 7), Palace. Washington : 








“High. $8,500 Famous Daddy $7,300 
| Low.. <a $7,000 $3,500 


Vaude (High) 


PONG Ne, 


























| 

| “pase sea | GEORGE 
AMOUNT $4,200 Night Lady World B K B bbi 
High. $18,000 200, $7,100 $6,100 | $7.200 uc and u es DORMONDE 























i 
i 
Bt 
“The Singing Switcher’ | PAR- \Broken Wing “This Is the Misleading i 
Mae Murray’s “Parisian Revue” | £ 
i 
JANICE ALKER | “2 NNEADNI 3 “Rhuth a Sale’ | : ‘ 
W | MINNEAPOLIS | ythm for Sale “Scientific Nonsense” 
Doing “Cinderella Brown” | April 2, April 9 | April 16 April 23 |g 0 ersona! Directions Nat Naseare if Dir.: Joheay Hyde. Morris Office 
7 — - MINNE- (Arsene Lupin. Tarzan Crowd Roars Miracle Man ~@ 4 
Mae Murray's “Parisian Revue | SOTA | r $21,200 $21,300 $18.5 cae $16,700 IVAN TRIESAULT TOMMY and BETTY 


| High. om eee Stage Show 


: | J] Famous International D WONDER 
STEVE SAVAGE row oo ladies of the Impatient ~~ Shopworn , Tough ‘to Be ean yo eeronerne ad 


} - and Pantomimist a 7 = 
“JOE E. BROWN” ORPHEUM | Jury Maiden ) $8,000 Famous poet The Dancing Wenders 


High. $25,000, $15,000 $8,000 | $13,500 0 L iv iJ S | B L EY Lir.; Wm. Morris Office 


| Low., 5,000 Vaude | (6 days) (Bill 


} Robinson on “The Songbird of Two Continents 
ee PSS ' ___Stage) Dir.: Cargill-Dobson i ® e 











With “Star Night” Idea 
Dir, HARRY LEVINE 





~ s 























— | 
STATE One Hour Wiser Sex Freaks | Wet Parade Se ae nate Orlane? Team vuchet® 
CILBERT BROS ‘High ; | aid | saci | maid na 7 MARY MILES j = ‘The Bicycle Ballet as 
. jew: 3,000, memnanes Aorebatic Sensation || ————— 
wv . _ LYRIC Are You | After | Broken Wing, Behind the 7.3 See eeree | CHESTER HALE’S 
MALIBU BEACH” Idea | High. ela “en | he — ry | Chester Hale’s Dream Damsels || FRIVOLITY GIRLS 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F: & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing and 
Where and Why 


Clothes 

Trixie Friganza, who starred on 
many stages in many countries, 
tells Eleanor Barnes of Los Angeles 
Record that one reason she’s happy 
over her F. & M contract is— 
clothes, States that of all the gar- 
ments she purchased in London, 
Paris, Berlin, Manhattan and Hol- 
Ivwood, none of ‘em touched the 
gowns for her act turned out by 
I’. & M. costume department. Spot- 
light for little publicized depart- 
ment! 


Beth Lewis, with “World's Fair- 
est” Idea, getting much national 
newspaper publicity due to inier- 
esting experiences as singing te1cl- 
er in New York public schools, 
training thousands of kids. Chicago 
beauty winners in this Idea picked 
by Lou Lipstone and the two Bills, 
Hollander and Pine, grabbing pic- 
torial publicity at every stand along 
route. Chicago publicity welcome 
will break space records. 

Prodigal 

Eddie Peabody going over in Los 
Ange:es bigger than ever at Loew's 
State. 3eing away helped local 
popularity, particularly being as far 
away as Paris and London. Rube 
Wolf contemplating European con- 
tract for same reason. Ted Lewis 
smashing Frisco box office records 
for Fanchon and Marco, as he did 
in Los Angeles. The Hat tells press 
interviewers this is his happiest 
engagement in years. 


Vaude 

F. & M. Manhat vaude bookings 
for the Skouras houses include 
Celebs Leo Carillo and Gus Van. 
Jack Partington signed Blanche 
Sweet for an Idea to be produced at 
the F. & M. main studios, Hollywood. 
Raquel Torres opened successfully 
for F. & M. on Coast in “Malibu 
Beach” Idea, which gently spoofs 
the movie vacation colony. Renee 
Torres and Gilbert Brothers helping 
Raquel put the show over. 


Game 

Madame Schumann Heink’s game- 
ness in course of F. & M. St. Louis 
engagement gets approving com- 
ment from James Aswell, Central 
Press Manhat expert, who writes 
for four hundred American news- 
papers. In Spokane, Wash., Myrtle 
Gaylord writes up Betty Compson 
on her F.. & M. visit, under heading, 
“Blonde Betty Compson tells Myrtle 
she believes husbands love to have 
wives work. She’s charming, she 
diets, and she’s friendly!” Wuxtra! 

Casts 

Supporting discoveries of “Trixie 
Friganza and Her Discoveries,” are 
Keene Twins. Bunny Bronson, Mark 
Pepper, Stadler Rose Trio, Ruth 
Layne, Ken Syner and Paul Howard 
The Mae Murray gang (“Club 
Maxim” Idea) is Rudee Kaye, Dezzo 
Retter, Loc Lorraine and Helen 
Petch. Leonidoff has cast Bert 
Levy, Monroe Brothers, Monty and 
Carmo and Tgqots Novelle in his 
“Mickey and Minnie” Idea. 


Ginger 

Ginger Rogers quit the kliegs and 
played her original role in “Girl 
Crazy” for F. & M. at Catlifornis 
Theatre, San Diego, due to short 
jump from Hollywood. F. & M. 
booking musical tabs when big 
enough. Helen Warner joins Lynn 
Cowan in “Southland” Idea: this is 
big addition to cast: Helen weighs 
250 pounds. Bernard de Pace, con- 
sidered world’s greatest artist on 
mandolin, and Park and Clifforé 
also in, 


Stunis 


All the famous movie stars up- 
pearing in impersonation in “Star 
Night” Idea at Denver Theatre, 
Denver, portrayed in lobby cutouts 
that were town talk for week. Stunt 
engineered by Jerry Zigmond, Den- 
ver manager. Morris Kinzler, Fox 
Brooklyn publicist, has “Parasols” 
Idea Sunkists turn hands of city 
hall clock back_as°reminder to lo- 
eals of charice in daylight time. 
Brooklyn Journal front-paged. 


Experts 

Motion Picture Relief Fund, rep- 
resented by Mark Larkin, famous 
Coast p.a., ealls on Fanchon and 
Mareo to produce revue. numbers 
and scenes for “Hollywood on 
Parade,” Lewis Lewyn production: 
profits of which go*to the Fund, 
Dog lovers all over the country 
thrilled by in sting inside varn 
on F.& M. s' nines written by 
Mark Barron, Associated Press ace. 











Clipping from 
VARIETY 





-@ NOTHING fades faster than a name 


that isn’t plugged. 


e F. & M.’s live publicity staff keeps yours 
tight out in front! 


FANCHON:MARCO 


INC, 


Offices 
HOLLYWOOD e SAN FRANCISCO e SEATILE e MILWAUKEE e NEW YORK 
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' 
library of the late Harry Houdini!/ nie new leading man for Madge - 
§ : - t 
eye to the Library of Congress has | Kennedy. I es 
: : y 
@ws rom practically bankrupted his estate. —_— 
Houdini spent years in collecting! Edith Barrett, Eric Dressler, G. P eae 
the most complete magical library | Huntley. Jr Beatrice Hereford With the subscription campaign 
. - ‘ “eo — z : ‘ f the omen’s Symphony C¢ t- 
| ever brought together. It repre-| Dorothy Dands, Roland Drew and os the Wom "e Symgne y en 
: z : . | Sented the bulk of his fortune. | Edith Van Cleve among the guest | *® ser Re ce ctied ee ee pet “Avie : 
Tee Seen ee theatrical news items as pub- | players at Westchester theatre, Mt. a een ra be another « ate 
i rin e week in e i i i l Ki , et {for support of the orchestra some 
lished during aily papers of New York, Chicago, || fetters of administration granted | Sco, summer stock. 1e next fal 
il time 1 I 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit || to Hans Taucher, husband of the | , - note allots 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper Tol a Gadeki —2r F i paeaatel 
° late Johanna Gadski, to-enabie him; ‘High C,’ play by Gladys Unger Chicago Ass’r f Commer ; 
«© > . Ms: - = t sass fl ( VUILTIeT is 
. to take charge of $20,000 personal ; Which Brock Pemberton picked up| ,ogine to make a check on the visit- 
v t ;summer stock for Mt. Kisko teen | estate of the singer in New York. and dropped, mew ritten ind now nar Gabuiation thers during theme 
" ‘onsiderec or enore ric naer , 
as | offered a job in Jane Cowl’s play aD B le ned . for PC SUEN . id . inal ‘? entions A meter for 3< 
‘ be oeders man Bur 
cies tema oe ‘Coast to Coast,’ radio play, drops C ae mt re ner vear's vO! 3 
: ; I P 1 | Lew Lesli nlannit four show that title to pick up ‘Heigh Ho 2 : 
ott junning nc forme Vi Ty. vill ‘ , 1 +] sa | 1 i 
WO wlll I € white and the others ‘ ; 
P) p Dunning, George Abbott and | colored casts Clowns in Clover’ is ee : 
> linkarto or _ ue *hicarco ext non ; ‘ S x » 
Joseph P. Bickerton, to pr duce a ~~ _ ee xt month with a| Martin Johnson, who hunts big ul ¢ 3 
\ » Ci He ‘ ore , I lil I > 
pl avs next season. Dor +i Field li 3 authored by rame with a ‘amera, to fly o Sat i ) Alexander 
oun *1e1as ni Im ry eC oh 
ei | A second edit aa 6 RE - ys ~ Diego, Cal. with a gorilla > 
é sccont eaition ot .napsody in ry 
orton Wilder is working on Bla Kk’ is also ntemplated with . Pre I 
. h Gilbert Miller 1] Ethel Waters. Will open in N. Y Winifred Lenihan picked by I ape 
*Klari which rilbe Miller hopes | jn Aug There will be another| rence Langer to help stage plays ne it D 
+ . ‘Pe ] , ‘ . y tne ictol t nterest<« | 
to produce. Adaptation from the Blackbirds later. ‘Satires,’ revue,! for his Westport playhouse. lia — Ne xe ‘ I : : ma 
Hungarian | for fall production \ith a white| eo  2oneen a eoff ae 
Nr cast. ; am ty Sage —— 
| eicacabiminy Helen Wehrle, acro dancer, un- Bandits shot one and robbed many! i@e™ las W St vas 
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ing gift. In suit of Ed Fishman 
who contends that the Guinan con- 
tracted for some California dates 
which she never filled. He asks 
$100,000 damages. 





License Commissioner saw a bur- 
ley show last week and found it 
tame. But he is suspicious that it 
was pruned because they knew he 
was coming. 





Temporary alimony of $200 a 
week and $1,500 counsel fees 
granted Mrs. Aaron Fox in her suit 
for divorce from the brother of the 
picture magnate, 





Police enjoined from closing a 
dance marathon in Yonkers, judge 
holding that no law specifies against 
the endurance contest, 





Players’ Club finally makes up its 
mind to a spring revival. Will do 
‘Trolius and Cressida.’ First pres- 
entation in U. S. To start June 6 at 
a@ theatre not yet selected. 





Arthur Hopkins announces that 
Ethel Barrymore will appear under 
his management next season in 
‘Encore,’ by Victor Wittgenstein 
and Sheridan Gibney. Siegfried will 
be the leading man. 





Michae] 
Downtown 
taken on 
fall. 


Saks has given up the 
National theatre and 
the Second Ave. for next 








Osgood Perkins goes cold on a | 


tryout in Richmond, Va. 





Report on estate of late Sydney 
Rosenfeld, prolific playwright, is 
limited to possible royalties on 
plays, cash value of which will run 
between $100 and $1,000. 





Local physician of Lucille Chal- 
font, opera singer who committed 
suicide in Berlin, reveals that im- 
minence of a surgical operation 
rather than destitution was prob- 
able cause of her self-destruction. 





Circus back in town and under 
canvas in Brooklyn, 





Louis Hallett and Gene Francois 
to repeat at the Rip Van Winkle 
theatre, Haines Falls, N. Y., this 
summer, 





Milton Aborn’s G. & S. opera 
troupe wil close in Pittsburgh 
May 21. 





Peggy Fears has landed Helen 
Menken, Mary Duncan, Queenie 
Smith and possibly Ina Claire for 
her next season productions, 





Manhattan Opera House to be 
torn down and replaced by an an- 
next to New Yorker hotel. Was the 
first Vitaphone studio. 





Lillian Roth arranging for a 
Mexican divorce from Wm. C. 
Scott. 





Revealed that the bequest of the 











Peter Arno has closed his offices 
and is out of production for the 
time being. 





The former Hannah Williams, 
who married Roger~ Wolfe Kahn, 
wants to go back to the stage. 





Two policemen in evening clothes 


raided a Park ave. penthouse last | 


week and arrested three persons, 
who were charged with being com- 
mon gamblers. They were held in 
$2,500 bail. Roulette wheels, back- 
gammon boards and dice tables 
filled many of the 21 rooms, and 
chips ran from $100 to $1,000 mark- 
ers. No liquor violations sought, 





Ado over ‘Merry Go-Round’ re- 
veals that the authors tried to get 
backing from a Seabury aide before 
production. Fire department pulls 
50 seats out of Avon, where show 
is announced to open tonight. 





Philip Moeller probably will direct 
‘Good Earth’ for the Theatre Guild 
next season, 





Ben Stein acquires a musical 


called ‘Coo Coo Cottage.’ 


done at 
reach 


*Merissa,’ play recently 
Princeton University, to 
Broadway next fall. 


Billy Rose’s ‘Crazy Quilt’ closed | 
in Reading, Pa., Saturday night. 


‘Bridal Wise’ again in work. | 


Philadelphia this week and due in} 
New York May 16 with James Ren- | 








Philip 
Epert, 
jian, 
composers 
$10,000. 


Max Wald, Carl | 
Florence Grandland Galak- 
Nicolai Berezowsky, winning 
in NBC contest, split! 


James, 


‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny,’ 
given the musical 
‘Words And Music.’ 


title now 
once called 
To open later 


this month, probably at the Shubert, 


New York, 





Lew Hearn and Eddie Lambert 
for ‘Clowns in Clover,’ Lew Leslie 
musical, 





Robert Reud, p.a. for Gilbert Mil- 
ler and Chas. Frohman, resigns. 
Plans a European trip. 





Tan Keith, given an interlocutory 
divorce decree, Will wed Baroness 
Fern Andra, 





Move made by Robert G. Stewart 
to dismiss the complaint against | 
him, brought by Jacqueline Hunter, | 
for $250,000 breach of promise is | 
lost by Stewart. Stewart, presidert | 
of the Pan American Petroleum & | 
Transport Co., must defend the ac- 
tion. 





Jack Potter, manager of the Ful- 
ton, New York, succeeding the late; 
William Muenster. 


-—- --—— } 


Home that Ja:k Dempsey built 





in Hollywood for his former wife 

Estrelle Taylor auctioned Monday | 
(9) } 
(9). 


extortion 
| opera 
threat of kidnaping her baby, was 
convicted on 
sentenced 
worth, 


divorce from 
son 
Mrs. Powers charged desertion. Ali- 
mony 
three children given to the mother. 





If Minneapolis will donate the use 
of the land in the glen at Minne- 
haha Park, Henry C. Woempner of 
the Minneapolis Symphony, pro- 
poses to erect an open air opera 
stadium there. 


Ed Pohlman, manager of the race 
track at Exposition Park, Ravenna, 
O., has obtained an _ injunction 
against Portage League restraining 
interference with the track. He 


| also filed suit for $50,000 damages, 


claiming the league ruined his busi- 





| ness. 
| Tony Korechy, East St. Louis 
dance hall proprietor, got three 


months in jail and four years’ pro- 
bation from Federal Judge Wham, 
Foundy guilty of liquor possession 
in his place, 





Shubert theatre, Minneapolis, 
goes over to the Peoples Theatre 
Co., controlled by Al Steffes, Allied 
leader. House opens May 15 as a 
foreign film outlet. ' 


—. 





Andrew Matsukewich who wrote 
letters to tosa Raisa, 
diva, demanding $10,000 on 


a forgery charge and 
to two years at Leaven- 





Mrs, Dorothy Powers granted a 
Harry J. Powers, Jr., 
of the Chicago theatre owner. 
waived 


and custody of the 
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YOU NEED ’EM 
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Bird's Defeat in Suit Vs. Rosita 
Brings Out Legal Definition of a 
‘Production’: Scores ‘Minors Law 

















———— a + 
° 

In dismissing Johnny Hyde's long An Aching Heart 
ending commission suit against 
Rosita Mo oin Né York Supreme eT as 

7 : : Meve (Bas Gers 

Court Friday (5), Justice Churchill a feyer Basil) ierson, the 
' ‘er Tes 417th street restaurateur, says 
delivered an opinion disapproving nas x fae = 

“geet ee , - it isn’t his eggs that smell— 
f the law on which his decision s : 

e , : it’s business. 
was based. While relieving a mino1 " . . 
: ayes ; ; Basil's newest squawk is 
of obligation in contract disputes s : : : 
that RKO is tossing ’em out in 

the law does not protect the man- 5 oanie 

re* . the order of their billing on 
ageriai party to the same extent. x : 

¥ : his restaurant walls. 

Hyde, as the manager, was 
obliged to fulfill the contract re- 
quirements, but Miss Moreno, a 40 E t A t Fl k 

» minor when the contract was as ern C $ 0c 


not responsible for vio- 
her part, the court de- 


signed, was 
lations on 


clared. The law does not recognize 
parents’ signatures, which were in- 
cluded in the Hyde-Moreno con- 
tract. 

Suit was for $32,000 as commis- 
sion on Miss Moreno’s stage and 


picture bookings for five years. Miss 
Moreno, a dancer, was 16 years old 
when she signed the contract, 


What is 


Justice ‘Churchill also ruled that 
the term production, as used in con- 
tracts between actors and agents, 
applies only to legit shows. Under 
this ruling, in which Equity is very 
much interested, vaude or presenta- 
tion flash acts do not qualify as 
‘production.’ Ruling is the first ever 
made in this connection. 

Definition of a ‘production’ is the 
second vitally important ruling com- 


‘Production’? 


West; Find Coast Dates 
Few and Far Between 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
With no apparent reason for the 
influx, about 40 vaude acts landed 


her in the past two weeks and im- 
mediately started a round of the 
booking offices looking for dates of 
Which there are only about four 
weeks in and around Los Angeles. 

New acts coming in are all crying 
about conditions in the east. After 
they're here a few days the moaning 
is multiplied. 


Closing of several Fanchon & 
Marco units has also helped to 
swell the list of.acts available 
locally. 


New acts, mostly standard turns, 





ing out of Hyde's suit, the first one 
being that agents need have no em- 
ployment license. This was decided | 
when Hyde appealed a previous de- 
cision when his suit was thrown out 

ef court because he admitted hay- 
‘ing no license. 

A witness in the case was Harry 
Lane, an Equity employee. De- 
cision may have a repercussion at 
Equity in connection with contracts 
which allow agents to work off pra- 
duction guarantees on other forms 
of entertainment, such as vaude or 
presentation. 

Hyde’s managerial contract with 
the dancer guaranteed her booking, 
in a production before a stated date. 
Instead, the daneer, who was legally 
represented by Harry Sand and 
Joseph P. Bickerton, Jxr., was put 
into Herman Timberg’s vaude act. 
Hyde charged that she was to pay 
him 25% of her salary, but that in 
1927, after reaching the Coast in the 
act, she wired she was through and 
was going into pictures, 


MGR. REINSTATES VODE 
AFTER LAMPING FILMS 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
RKO vaudeville was reinstated at 
the State, Long Beach, after out 24 
hours. 
William Fahey, owner, studied the 
film bookings and reconsidered, 











Josephs Bankrupt 


Las Angeles, May 9. 

Jack Josephs, who published the 
defunct ‘Inside Facts,’ coast trade 
weekly, has pushed $14,998 in bills 
into a bankruptcy referee’s lap. All 
are unsecured debts and assets are 
listed as nil. Principal creditor is 
Harry A. Epstein, who holds notes 
amounting to $6,188. Next is South- 
land Publishing Co., with $3,937 
coming, and West Adams Tribune 
with $1,200. 

A $700 court judgment to Fran- 
cine Grel, $528 involved in lawsuits, 
$500 phone bill and $381 wage 
claims are other items. 





VET VAUDE DATE OUT 
Los Angeles, May 9. 

State theatre, Long Beach, old- 
est vaudefilm house on the Coast, 
has gone straight pictures using 
enly three acts on Saturdays and 
Sundays in the future. This is the 
first time since the house was built 
that the stage has been dark. RKO 
office will continue to book the acts. 

Only house left in L. B. using 
stage shows is the Strand booked 
by the Meiklejohn office. 


Mary Nolan’s Split Week 
Omaha, May 9. 

Mary Nolan appeared only two 
days on a week's personal appear- 
ance at the Moon Theatre due to 
fliness, 

She went on again in a midnight 
gwshow the end of the week, 


which are making the rounds are 
Francis Renault, Freehand Brothers, 
Alexander and Evelyn, Wrigley and 
Raymond, Kirk and Lawrence, 
Hooper and Gatchet, Three Jacks 
and a Queen, Brown and Lavell and 
Mack and Borden. Plenty of others 
have arrived here recently but these 
are mostly small timers who have 
traveled by auto and buss from the 
middle west playing one and two 
night stands on the way out, 


RKO HOUSE MANAGERS 
STAGE CENSORS AGAIN 


‘The You Mustn’t Say That’ thing 
is up again at RKO, with censor- 
ship rights on all stage gags and 
bits returned to the individual house 
managers. 


Harold B. Franklin, the RKO 
operating head, expressed himself 
against stage dirt before leaving for 
the Coast last week and gave the 
managers full authority to delete 
anything that doesn’t sound or look 
right to them. 

Dirt was quite a problem some 
time ago at RKO, with the circuit 
making an issue of it. But the 
question seemed to lose its impor- 
tance during the past year or so, 
principally because the circuit over- 
looked the Palace, New York, while 
rigidly censoring the other theatrés. 

Some of the stuff that got by at 
the Palace made gags scissored in 
other houses sound like Sunday 
school stuff. 


—_ 


State-Lake New Scale 


RKO's photo and press depart- 
ment will be reduced to John Pol- 
lick, in charge, and his assistant 
John Dowd and two secretaries on 
Saturday (13). Pob Nagel, 13 years 
with RKO, Herman Schaenbrun 
and Dave Travish go out then. 

Travish may go into free lance 
publelity. 














Statelake’s New Scale 


Chicago, May 9. 

For the first time since its vaude 
days, the RKO State-Lake is go- 
ing back to balcony prices of 40c 
while reducing the 85c top to 60c 
on the main floor. 

Change in scale which becomes 
effective Thursday (12) followed the 
visit here of H. B. Franklin and 
Joseph Plunkett who came through 
en route to the coast 





4 MORE WKS. FOR CBS DUO 


Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, CBS 
comedy team, have been renewed by 
Loew for another four weeks with 
an option for four more. 

Original route of the team has 
been revised, On May 20 the team 
reopens at the State, Jersey City, 
and the following week comes into 
the State, New York, 





STRATTON AS NBC-RKO 
CONTACT ON BOOKINGS 


Chester Stratton of the booking 
office will be RKO'’s contact man 
with NBC on all matters pertaining 
to talent, under an arrangement 
fostered by the NBC-RKO presi- 
dent, M. H. Aylesworth. NBC will 
appoint a similar representative for 
contact with the vaudeville circuit. 

Stratton will specialize in the ex- 
change of vaudeville and radio 


talent between the two organiza- 


| tions. His post is newly created and 


| brings RKO and NBC in direct con- 
i tact, for the first time. 


In the past all NBC and RKO 
|negotiations over bookings were} 
handled rather . haphazardly, al- 
though for a time Phil Ponce of the 
NBC artist bureau represented the 
network at RKO through the regu- 
lar agency franchise held by NBC. 

Ponce, who was recently let out 
by NBC and went into the agency 
business for himself, was among | 
several applicants last week for an | 
RKO franchise. 


RKO Agents Arb. 
Board Dissents 


Over Decision 














RKO’s agents’ association’s arbi- 
tration board was split into two fac- 
tions in a heated debate at the re- 
hearing of the Morris & Oz vs. 
Gladys Brown case, but a six to 


three decision by the nine board 
members gave Miss Brown the ver- 
dict again. .\t the first hearing the 
decision was unanimous. 

Morris & Oz requested a rehear- 
ing on grounds that the decision at 
the first session was influenced by 
a previous order from Martin Beck, 
rather than based on the agents’ 
own judgment. The complaining 
agency’s bid for permission to have 
counsel present at the second hear- 
ing was turned down, The board 
also repeated its refusal to accom- 
pany its decision with an explana- 
tion, ° 

One of the three dissenting voters 
on the board berated the others for 
lack of courage in sustaining their 





Indie Optimism 





Some encouragement for in- 
dependent vaudeville is drawn 
from results on half-week acts 
as played against the other 
half with straight film. Thea- 
tre owners split policy this 
way in order to study the sit- - 
uation. 

In towns that have had no 
vaude for several years, the net 
on halves with vaude is above 
earnings on half week play- 
ing film only, 











LOEW'S PROVIDES FREE 
SUPPER CLUB QUARTERS 


The Actors Supper Club, one of 
the most successful reliefs for un- 
employed players, will move from 
the Union church, west 48th street, 
to the basement under Loew’s 
State about May 16. The new 
quarters are more commodious and 
better equipped. They were once a 
cafeteria. The switch was arranged 
through Nicholas Sehenck and 
Charles C. Moskowitz. Understood 
no rent is to be charged. 

During the first week of May, 
2,500 dinners were served an aver- 
age of more than 400 nightly. About 
1,600 were gratis. Cards may be 
purchased for 50 cents each but are 
given free when needed. 

Funds are raised by giving con- 
certs in the Lyceum each Sunday. 








of the remaining eight arbitrators, 
but the rest again voted for Miss 
Brown. 

The case concerned commission 
from the act of Bee and Ray Goman, 
which Morris & Oz booked. Beck 
credited the booking a@nd commis- 
sions to Miss Brown who hadn't 
handled the act for a year or more. 


Talk about dissolving the recently 
formed association reached larger 
proportions when the agents’ body 
learned of the result of the rehear- 
ing. Sentiment among the RKO act 
reps was largely in Morris & Oz’s 
favor. The general attitude around 
the booking floor is that the ar- 
bitration board’s admitted fear of 
provoking the booking heads has 
robbed the organization of most of 





first decision, He was joined by two 


the power that was promised, 





as a career. 


pelled for revealing magic secrets. 


mensurate with cost. 
away down only week one of the bi 


more than any of its competitors, 
Cab Calloway, Duke Ellington, Guy 


Fiarry Carroll. 


with RKO booking office production 
ested. 


in the south. 
The shows are reported doing bus 


tion shows, gives Loew a 15tm week 
are full salaried and five cut. 


In the new act review af Rosetta 
panist mentioned was Bob Hamil. 





Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Recent announcement that the bulk of the estate of the late Harry 
Houdini was represented by his library on magic, which was willed to 
the Library of Congress, surprised many who did not realize what an 
ardent collector the late magician was. 
Weiss, adopted his stage name in honor of Robert-Houdin. It was Hou- 
din’s book on his own life which had influenced Houdini to adopt magic 





Houdini, whose family name was 


Some years later Houdini discovered that the Houdin book was a tissue 
of falsehood. Disillusioned, he started to collect material which would 
supply the facts for a new book which eventually appeared as ‘Robert- 
Houdin Unmasked.’ By that time Houdini had become intensely inter- 
ested in the collecting fad and is reputed to have spent nearly half a 
million on his library, easily the most complete extant. 

Second best library of magic is that donated to the N. Y. Public Li- 
brary by the late Dr. Saram R, Ellison, amateur, who was chiefly instru- 
mental in forming the Society of American Magicians but who was ex- 





Bands for vaudeville are maintaining their hold despite theatre oper- 
ating insistence in some quarters that they do not draw business com- 
One of the big de luxers presents gross sheets 
to establish the latter contention, pointing out how business slumped 


g bands was in, 


Of the picture house chains, Publix has encouraged big orchestras 


providing much work recently for 
Lombardo and others, 





Martin Beck turned down the flash act production idea buiit around | 


Songwriter-vaudevillian and Ballard MacDonalé wanted to write it, 


assistance, but Beck wasn’t inter- 





Dan Fitch, old time tab producer and best known in New England 
and for Fitch’s Minstrels, is producing tabs at present for picture houses 
Fitch is handling 18-22 


people troupes for $750-$800, 
iness for the Dixie exhibs, 


Adding the RKO Memorial, Boston, to Loew's route for its presenta- 


for these troupes. Ten of th? weeks 





Duncan last week the piano accom- 


It should have read Pat Casey. 
Hamil was formerly witm Miss Duncan but is now with Charlie King. | units 





RKO’s Amateur Contest Revues Will, 
Lay Off Around 150 


Regular Acts 


Amateur shows will displace 
regular vaudeville in RKO theatres 
from coast to coast for two weeks 
this summer. Circuit has picked 48 
of its principal vaudeville theatres, 
including five in New York to staga 
local revue’s for a week’s run. It’s 
a contest with the winning talent in 
each town, or theatre, to be sent to 
New York for casting in a final pro- 
duction that will play the circuit as 
a unit. About 3,500 simon pures are 
expected to participate. 

Purpose, as explained to RKO 
house managers, is ‘to increase 
business, first through the medium 
of a local revue or vaudeville unit, 
and again as a national revue or 
unit When it is booked through 

Managers are ordered to make 
their local newspaper tie-ups on the 
basis that RKO’s motive’ is to un- 
earth ‘new talent.’ The _ talent 
search is despite that of the ap- 
proximately 800 standard acts avail- 
able weekly, RKO now hasn’t room 
for 200. 3etween the time the trial 
units will consume, and the tour 
of the winning troupe, it will throw 
around 150 acts out of work those 
weeks. Another talent hunt will be 
launched by Martin Beck when he 
arrives in Europe this week. 

Connolly in Charge 


Bobby Connolly, legit stager who 
went on the RKO payroll last week 
as production advisor for the 
vaudeville bills, has been placed in 
charge of the amateur show pro- 
ducing. Connolly will work with 
the house managers on the staging, 
with talent picked by the theatres 
or newspaper or both. RKO will 
supply the local incidentals, such as 
rehearsal hall, etc., but commercial 
tie-ups will be made by the theatres 
for shoes, stockings, make-up, etc. 

Although the circuit has agreed 
to pay transportation to New York 
for the winners, they will have to 
supply their own hotel accommoda- 
tions, meals and all other expenses 
during the two or three week re- 
hearsal period in New York. Econ- 
omy angle also comes in with the 
prize unit figured a cheap show 
when it goes out on tour. 

Martin Beck and Harold B, 
Franklin, credited with devising the 
stunt, are the nominal heads of the 
committee. The theatres are or- 
dered to start local rehearsals so 
that these shows can be played the 
second week in June. Winners are 
wanted in New York by July 15 to 
open the national unit on a route 
Aug. 6. Each unit will be the same 
in all towns, contestants singing the 
same songs, etc. A new production 
will be staged for the winners. 

Towns, besides New York, selected 
to participate, and all regular 
vaudeville spots, are Newark, Cleve- 
land, Minneapolis, St. Paul,. Seattle, 
Tacoma, Portland, Ore.; Portland, 
Me.; San Francisco, Oakland, Los 
Angeles, Denver, Omaha, Akron, 
Youngstown, Kansas City, St. Louis, 
So. Bend, Lowell, Boston, Chicago 
(Palace), Yonkers, Albany, Schnec- 
tady, Troy, Providence, Cincinnati, 
Rochester, Syracuse, Dallas, New 
Orleans, Trenton, Columbus, Day- 
ton, Ft. Wayne, Grand Rapids, 
Toledo, Madison, Springfield, Iil.; 
Des Moines, Spokane. The ama- 
teurs’ New York stands will be the 
Hippodrome, Albee, Coliseum, Ford- 
ham and Madison. 

This will be RKO’s first general 
amature show attempt. Other cir- 
cuits have frequently used this idea, 








Sweet-Burke F. & M. 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Blanche Sweet and Johnny Burke, 
both now in the east, will come here 
within the next few weeks to be 
headlined in separate Fanchon & 
Marco ideas. 
Also given Fanchon & Marco con- 
tracts this week for future spots 
were Flo Lewis and Roy Rogers. 





Tracy vs. Kate Smith 


Syracuse, N. Y., May % 
Loew's State has booked in 
Arthur Tracy (the Street Singer) as 
an added attraction to oppose hate 
Smith at Keith’s on May 21. 





HALE-CHORUS DEAL OFF 
Pittsburgh, May 9% 
Deal whereby Chester Hale w4s 
to have taken the entire Stanley 
chorus and placed it intact in ® 
Loew unit has fallen through. 
Stanley line gals are all jobless 
now, due to opening here of F-M 
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$18,000 Show at Capitol, State 
Ups Budget $1,500 as Palace 
Goes Grind; Par’s $25,000 Tab 


For the double purvose of over- 
coming any screen handicap and 
stepping into the big time stage 


spot which RKO’s New York Palace 
will vacate next week, at least three 
ether Broadway blast 
forth with the most expensive stage 


houses will 


shows any has ever played. Costs 
will range upward to $18,000 on the 
stage alone. 

Upon changing to four-a-day 
grind Saturday (14), the Palace will 
run up against he strongest opposi- 
tion yet seen on Broadway. The 
Capitol will spend $18,000 on its 
rostrum talent that week, the Para- 
mount will have another legit musi- 
eal tab and Loew’s State is tilting 
its vaude budget by $1,500 to play 
$5,500 vaudeville bills in addition to 
its pictures. 

‘The Bandwagon’ as a tab and ai 
the Paramount this week, sets a new 
high in stage show prices for the 
picture houses. Its toal cost to the 
theatre approaches $25,000. The re- 
vue is listed at $17,500 net. Balance 
goes for extra back stage expenses 
and payment by Publix of all trans- 
portaion bills for the show's Balti- 
more to Broadway jump. An added 
expense was necessitated by en- 
largement of the Par’s own revolv- 


ing stage to handle the musical’s 
heavy _ sets. red Astaire, of 
‘Wagon,’ is getting $5,000 for the 
Par week, which is the only spot 
the heavy show can play. 


Capitol’s Lineup 
The $18,000 bill at the Capitol next 


week (13) will include Edmund 
Lowe, Victor McLaglen, Charles 
Judells and Fifi Dorsay besides Cab 
Calloway’s band, Burns and Allen 
and the ‘Street Singer’ (Arthur 
Tracy). 


Loew's State’s new budget starts 
with Smith and Dale and George 
K. Sidney topping the bill. Follow- 
ing week (21), the Loew vaudfilmer 
will play the Gregory Ratoff ‘Girl 
Crazy’ tab. This is the show which 
started thetabcycle at the Oriental, 
Chicago. 

Also opening against the Palace 
this week will be another tabbed 
musical, ‘Everybody's Welcome,’ at 
the Times Square Paramount. The 
Shubert revue will cost the house 
around $9,800, with extra stage 
hands, etc., included. For the week 
of May 20 this same house will hold 
Dorothy Mackaill, at $5,000, and 
Cliff Edwards. 

Billing the stage show over the 
Picture, done several times since 
the Paramount started its heavy 
stage show policy two months ago, 
is likely to become common on 
Broadway. It’s occurring at the 
Par again this week with ‘Band 
Wagon.’ 

Hollywood, May 9, 

Victor McLaglen left here’ by 
Plane Saturday (7) for New York, 
where he opens at the Capitol thea- 
tre in the act which he formerly did 
With Charles Judels, and which has 
been amplified to include Edmund 
Lowe and Fifi D’Orsay. 

Edmund Lowe took a 
New York the same day. 


LANGDON’S LOST CHANCE 


Comeback Film Cold for Present— 
Beck Denied Favor 


train for 





Hollywood, May 9. 

Harry Langdon’s failure to obtain 
periaission from RKO to cancel two 
weeks of vaude dates so he could 
do a picture for Paramount is being 
laid at the door of Martin Beck. 
The RKO vaude head turned down 
Langdon’s request when the actor 
@pparently had it all arranged. 

Blast of publicity on Langdon’s 
comeback made Paramount resent- 
ful. Studio even sent a wire to 
Sidney R. Kent, westbound for Fox, 
to use his influence on’ Beck, but 
Kent also failed. Studio 
Langdon for ‘On Your Mark,’ but 
may use him in a later picture 
Actor comes to Hollywood as soon 
&s he finishes his RKO engazement 





Betty Compson’s Flu 


Chicago, May 9. 
Compson withdrew from 
Fanchon & Marco ‘Doubles’ 
after the Chicago date with an 
attack of flu that landed her in the 


Re tty 
the 
unit 


wanted | 


+ 
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| 
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American hospital for several days. | 





‘ 
It’s a System! 
Al Trahan’s announced in- 
tention of retiring to study 


voice is getting farther away, 
with RKO time just 
booked. opens in Buffalo, 
May 21. 

Immediately on top of the 
comic’s recent retiring state- 
ment, he was picked up for an- 
other week at the Palace. 


WB UNDECIDED OVER 
B’WAY BIG TIME SPOT 


War- 


time 


some 


He 











Although it’s still possible 


ners may step into the big 


vaudeville with 


the 


spot on Broadway 


Hollywood, chances were re- 
ported slimmer following a meeting 
on the 
day). 
The Hollywood had been men- 
tioned as reopening some time this 


month with two-a-day bills for two 


proposal yesterday (Mon- 


week runs each. Harry Richman 
as m. ec. and Roger Wolfe Kahn’s 
band for the stage and pit were 


opening bill possibilities. 

Other meetings this week may 
determine the Hollywood's return 
to straight vaudeville, with the spot 
now wide open for the first time in 
unless Warners figures 
the summer time inopportune for an 
opening. 


20 years, 


Kahl Says ‘No’ 


Sam Kahl reported to have said 
‘No’ to two offers made by Martin 
3eck before the latter sailed for Eu- 
rope. Kahl could come to New York 
as RKO’s general booking manager 
or stay in Chicago, his home, and 
take over the Orpheum circuit book- 
ings. 

Kahl is now in the insurance 
business and will stay there. Kahl 
was formerly general western book- 
ing manager for the Keith-Orpheum 
circuits, 





Two CBS Singers Set 
For Loew Vaude Tours 


Ben Alley, CBS singer, booked 
for the Loew metropolitan houses 
opens May 14 at the Gates, Brook- 
lyn. 

Alley has eight weeks of Loew 
time. 

Vaughn DeLeath reopens for 


Loew at the State, Newark, May 21, 
with seven weeks to follow. 

Miss DeLeath is under a 
CBS sustaining broadcasting con- 
tract. 


also 





Cirillo’s Broken Jaw 


Scranton, Pa., May 9. 
Mickey Cirillo of the Four Cirillo 
Brothers, vaudeville act, was taken 
to State hospital with a broken jaw 
sustained, here. 
Act was playing a loca) engage- 
ment at the time. 


MARSHS’ CREDITORS 
Toronto, May 9. 

Marsh Brothers, who staged the 
recent ‘Spring Revue’ in which 
Jean Harlow and others appeared, 
have made an authorized assign- 
ment for benefit of creditors, show- 
ing $51,371 in the red. 

Claims are Columbia Artists Bu- 
reau, $5,340; Luigi Romanelli, band- 
leader, $3,300; Trans-Canada Broad- 
casting, $1,914; Station CFRB, §$2,- 
900; ‘Evening Telegram,’ $1,631; 
‘Mail and Empire,’, $1,675; Toronto 
‘Globe,’ $1,322; Toronto ‘Daily Star,’ 
$1,758. 


$2,500 FOR RUMSHINSKY 
of the Yid- 
14 with his 


Rumshinsky 
May 
Ensemble, 25- 


Joseph 
dish theatre opens 
International Art 
people act, at Loew’s Pitkin, Prook- 


lyn, at 92,500 for the week. Rum- 


shinsky has a radio rep via WMCA 
under commercial sponsorship. 
The radio and vaude dates have 


been the 50-year-old Yiddish com- 
poser’s first efforts away from his 
native language stage. 


| $250 CUT 





Loew’s Pays That Much Less Than 
RKO for Florence Richardson 





| Loew's has booked the Florence 


Richardson 


} 


band for three weeks 


at $250 less than RKO has been 


| paying the same act. Loew dates 
start May 14 in Newark and in- 
|}clude the Metropolitan, Brooklyn, 


land State, New York. 


Miss Richardson, agented by C.F 


Zittel, received a raise to $1,500 
from RKO for her recent dates in 
the George Godfrey-booked New 


York 


houses. 


Palace Grind to Star 
| With Baker at $4,500; 
Lost $8,000 Last Week 


| RKO's Palace, New York, grossed 
| $16,200 for an $8,000 loss last week, 
| its semi-final in straight vaudeville. 
|The four-a-day grind policy starts 
| Saturday (14) with Phil Baker at 
| $4,500 net as the probable headliner. 
| Rest of bill not set up to yesterday 
|} (Monday). Baker's salary leaves 
| but $3,507 to spend for the 
eight or nine acts. 

| Under the grind budget of $7,000- 
$8,000 for the nine and 10-act shows, 
$17,000 


scale. 


the Palace can break at 
with its 25c to $1 admission 
Latter will be the night top down- 
stairs. 

Having decided on a grind for the 
Palace, RKO is now reported con- 
cerned over what may happen to 
| the Sixth avenue Hippodrome, which 
| will practically become opposish for 
the Palace with its eight-act bills 
and pictures. The Hip can be 
turned back to the Fred French 
company, property owners, on a 
month’s notice. 


Mme. Alda Threatens to 


Boston, May 9. 

Mme. Frances Alda, opera singer 
playing Keith's for RKO this week, 
was reported ready to leave the bill 
last night (Monday), due to the 
strain of four daily over the week 
end. 

Theatre was on the wire with the 
booking office in New York over 
whether to let the Mme. blow out or 
change the policy to three-a-day. 

When in Chicago recently for 
RKO Mme. Alda objected to the four 
shows at the Palace there, but it 
was straightened out and she agreed 
to stick. 





Tommy Reilly with Rogers 
Tommy Reilly, one of the assist- 
ant bookers recently let out by RKO, 
has connected with the Harry 

Rogers office as an RKO agent. 


| 
| 





other | 


Walk; Four Too Tough | 


EE 


Major Circuits Reported Reaching 
Understanding on Acts Salaries, 


Particularly as Regards 





Bad Takeoff 


May 9, 
imitation of 


Hollywood 
Actor, 

a well-known 
that the 


against him. 


doing an 


star was in- 


formed latter was fil- 


sult 
‘That guy can’t sue for 


he 


me 


imitating him,’ stormed. 
‘Nope,’ answered 
who had caught 


he has a swell libel 


DIFFERENCE OVER $25 
CAUSES BERLE TO WALK 


someone 


the act, ‘but 


case.’ 














‘Names 


An understanding to deflate fancy 
and picture house stage 
reported to have been 
reached by the five principal variety 


vaudeville 


salaries is 


circuits. Purpose is to prevent fur- 
ther payment of so-called ‘despera- 
tion salaries’ by curtailing bidding. 
Those concerned are Publix, Loew, 
Warners, Fanchon & Marco and 
RKO. 

While the agreement is to osten- 
sibly cover the salaries of all acts 


booked by any of the circuits, it is 
presumed to be aimed chiefly at the 
‘name’ turns. 

It is the first such move of its 
kind ever attempted by the circuits, 
Pressure brought to bear by the 
circuits’ theatre operating depart- 
ments forced the and is said 
to have led to meetings of the book- 
In the operators’ opinion 
the necessity of playing and paying 


issue 


ing heads, 


‘names’ on the stages to offset 
screen weakness has forced boosts 
to the point where salaries have 


| gone out of control. 


j 


RKO’s Coliseum and Fordham 
theatres, New York, lost their heav- 
ily billed headliner, Milton Berle, | 
this week over a difference of $12.50 
to each house. George Godfrey re- 
fused to part with $25 extra for | 
Berle’s girl foil, Madeline Kileen, as | 
late as Friday night, with Berle | 
walking. The theatres were forced 
to change their billing overnight 


after obtaining Joe Penner as sub- 
stitute headliner. 

Both Berle, whose regular salary 
is $1,000, and Miss Kileen, who re- 
ceived $100 at the Palace, agreed to 
accepts cuts for the two New York 
splits. Miss Kileen sliced to $75, but 
Godfrey insisted that she $50. 


Upon Miss Kileen’s refusal to ac- 


take 


cept the required 50% slash, God- 
| frey advised Berle to get another 
girl. Serle had rehearsed his act 
with Miss Kileen and by Friday 





night it was too late to make a sub- 
stitution with safety, he declared. 
Heavy advance billing at both 


| theatres for Berle’s engagement put 


the theatres in a spot, but Godfrey 
refused to give in. 


CARILLO’S RKO DATES 
Leo Carillo will play RKO 
weeks before hopping to the Coast 
to make pictures for Joe Schnitzer 
who will release through Radio. 


two 


Carillo’s vaude dates are the Pal- 
ace, Chicago, week of May 14, with 
Cleveland following. It’s a direct 
Coast hop for the performer from 
the latter spot. Leo Morrison office 
arranged, 








Loew Becomes Tab 


5 Circuits; $5,500 Is Top Budget 


Producer for All 





becomes the official pro- 


Loew 


| ducer of tabs for 
/Fancho & Marco and RKO, besides 
itself, under an agreement made by 
the five circuits. Loew is under- 
stood to have devised a means of 
producing the tabs for a weekly 
price of around $5,500. Cost of the 
independently produced tabs play- 
up to now has ranged from 
to $18,000. 

This does not, however, bar F. 
& M. from producing independ- 
ently, this circuit alone being in- 
terested in continuing its own 
production. Last week, Mike Marco 
on the Coast closed with Larry 
Schwab of Schwab & Mande] 
tab ‘Desert Song’ to be 
wherever desired. No budget 
has been figured. F. & M. 
tees S. & M. 26 weeks on a 


price 
guaran- 


royalty 





Publix, Warners, | 


| their 
; attempt to 


ing the Loew and the other circuits | 
$7,500 | 


tab | 


for a| 
played | 


basis besides the advance payment 
First of the Loew tabs under the 
$5.500 budget will be ‘Rio Rita.’ 
Ziegfeld musical. Casting starts 
this week It will play the regula 
| Loew picture house route starting | 
#t the Capitol, New York, and then 
go to the other circuits for non- 
conflicting dates. Deals between 
the circuits will be worked out on 
future Loew tabs when they are 
| produc t ad. 
Publix is reported to hold the 
first option on Loew's second tab 
not yet settled as to script, with | 


|janother circuit playing. Loew's own 
ishows hefore Loew plays them un- 


der this 
Indie 


arrangement. 


tab producers were called 


in by the various booking offices 
during the past week and advised 
of the Loew price. All were said 


informed to boil down 
production investments and 
reach the same salary 
level that Loew has set. 

Sammy Lee, legit musical dance 
stager, has been added to the Loew 
production -department for tab 
staging and will work on ‘Rio Rita.’ 
Lee will be associated with the 
regular Loew unit producer, Frank 
Cambria, on the latter's shows. 
Loew's other producer, Arthur 


to have been 


Knorr, will work with Chester Hale 
on the dances, 
Louis K. Sidney is taking charge 


of the tab producing and will place 


Gene Ford as oversecr for all shows. 

*Rio Rita’ will carry a cast of 
around 60 people, including six 
show girls, 24 ponies and 12 chorus 
boys. 

Loew's biggest saving on produz- 
tion costs and the chief factor jin 
the $5,500 price is elimination of 


the middle man or producer's profit. 


Additional saving is 


possible on 
scenery, costumes and other pro- 
| ductional costs through Loew's 
jJarger facilities as a regular stager 
of weekly shows for its own pic- 
ture house route 
Loew, Warners and Publix. moet 
| prolific players of the indie tabs 
thus far, have plaved ‘The Band 
Wagon’ at $17,500, ‘Girl Crazy,’ $8,- 
BOO: ‘Good News,’ $s §00 anda 
‘Three's a Crowd,’ $12,600. ‘Every- 
body's Welcome’ plays the’ Para- 
mount, New York, next week, at 
$9,800 


| cuits 


Scarcity As Cause 
By eliminating the bidding on the 
present extravagant scale, the cir- 
are said to believe they can 
guard against the no limit salaries, 


| But scarcity of real boxoffice draws 


|helped bring about 








sky high sums 
for this select group, with the 
shortage increasing the stipend for 
their services. Theatres’ despera- 
tion for anything suggesting ‘name’ 
value also figured in claimed exor- 
bitant stipends for synthetic and 
non-drawing ‘names,’ the circuits 
contend. And that any round-robin 
understanding on salaries is apt to 
be broken any time if a theatre has 
needed an attraction bad enough 
has always been true, 

At the crux of the '31-'32 show 
season it was estimated that 80 
acts classed as ‘names’ were in the 
$2,000 or more class. Salaries for 
this set ranged from $2,0C0 to $10,- 
000 a week, paid for the acts’ pre- 
sumed boxoffice value. Many failed 
to make good as draws or acts. 
Some didn’t draw at all, while 
others found their salaries going so 
high they were unable to draw in 
proportion. That list of 80 has 
therefore been cut down due to 
economic pressure. 

Salary cutting in vaudeville has 
been general for the past couple of 
seasons, but handled individually 
by the booking offices. All acts, of 
moderate salary standards, besides 
‘names,’ have been more or less 
affected. 

Whether any cireuit understand- 
ing will lead to wholesale exchange 


|of salary information on acts isn’t 


known. In all probability such co- 
operation would be restricted to 
‘name’ bookings, since individuality 


;in buying and booking normal sala- 


| ried, 


or body-of-the-bill acts, is 
held necessary by all booking men, 


Coast’s Film Names 
Los Angeles, May 9. 

Dubious drawing power of pic- 
ture names trying vaudeville and 
personal appearances has made it 
necessary to delay final settlement 
of their salaries until after one or 
two weeks of showing. 

So much film talent is now being 
offered bookers by agents, and the 
untried nature of the acts, has 
forced trial salaries for the first 
weeks. This occurs in a majority 
of cases where a name’s draw is 


} still a mystery. 


There has been some talk of the 


|} major theatre chains having a fixed 


' 


first week showing price for all new 
picture naines, salaries to be ad- 
justed later according to the box- 
office reaction. So far, no steps 
have been taken in this direction. 


Warner’s, Atlantic City, 
Name-a-Week Summer 


Warners will play one big money 
name a week at the Warner, Atlan- 


tic City, for the summer. Starts 
around July 1. 

Names will augment the regular 
film shows, with no other stage 


trimmings. 
Planned to go up to $6,500 for big 
attractions. 





Ray Wiley With Ed Morse 
Chicago, May 9, 


Ed Morse, local RKO agent, has 
a new associate Ray Wrley, for-~ 
merly of Wiley and Young. 

£ 
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DOUBLE STAGE BILLS IN 
MINN.—LOCAL TALENT Speeches, stolen bows and 


unwarranted encores will be 
out for all acts at RKO's Pal- 
ace, New York, when the last 


New Palace Rules 


Minneapolis, May 9. | 


Efforts by Publix to stimulate | 














big timer goes four-a-day 
business include the inauguration of grind May 14, 

E -+% yan ve . v4 
double stage shows at the Minne- Martin Beck wants speed 
sota from the nine or 10-act shows, 
sota. 

with all acts ordered to hit 
The extra stage show, augment- ray gol 
ing the Fanchon-Marco unit, is 
staged by the house and comprises | 
weed tee . 
talent obtained locally. It will in- Sk Al G 
clude from two to four acts each ourases So ong 
week. [ £ L * T b] id 
_— —- n for Legit Labioids 
Dressmaking Unit 
Hollywood, May 9. Skouras Brothers will attempt con- 
Larry Ceballos is producing ‘Van- | densed legit plays. First of these 
ity Fair’ idea for Fanchon &| goes in May 13 at the Academy, 
Marco, which will be worked around New York, with a one-hour version 
A. Duval’s trick dressmaking act. of Kenyon Nicholson's ‘The Barker.’ 
Billing also for Maxine Lewis| Fanchon & Marco will book. If 
singer. successful the Skourases intend to 








rotate a series of these straight legit | 














| tabs in lieu of units or vaude. 
. ‘Barker wil include a cast of | 

SINGLE | AND NOW H around 20 headed by Taylo) 
? | Holmes Vanessi, Fritzi Scheff, Joe 

SUN o RAY | Wagstaff, Priscilla Knowles, Estelle 

Brody, Phi Huston, and Ruth Lang- 


HEALTH LAMPS | 
FOR OUR GUESTS | 


| 

| don. Other dramas being consid- 

DOUBLE ered for the policy are ‘Prince of | 
: , Pilsen’ and Maurine Watkins’ ‘Chi- | 
17 further proof that The Fdiso@ | 

' AD . | 


is New York’s best hotel value. 
1000 rooms, each with bath (tub | 
ag a shower), radio, circulate 


ing ice water, large closctss 
PE nrcyivenis 6-8600 


Camel Act May Continue 
Bookings After Radio 


Tel. 


RY HOTEL Camel period may continue to be | 
booked in vaudeville despite going | 
off the CBS airwaves May 28. Pres- | 

r Mi SON ent vaude dates of the Camel oat | 


terminate May 14 at the Keith's, 
670 ST. OT TW. OT Eanes JUST Ww. oF B'WAY, N.Y. Baltimore, but CBS is desirous of | 
continuing the use of the group in | 
vaude after they go off the air. | 
| Morton Downey desires to take 
|a month’s rest after the Lroadcasts | 


5 THE ORIGINAL r th | 
| termini ate, but it is likely the act | 


GLORIA LEE | will continue in vaude. 














iS NOW AT Notice Goes Up at 
Loew's State, New York}, “Ham's — hie coagl 
Zirmingham ay 
Two weeks’ notice has been posted | 


(Week May 7) | 
| 


+6 backstage at the Alabama. Since 
igin 
In Her Own Or ginal |March 2 house has been ple 
Dance Ideas with the |Fanchon & Marco units and pre- 


vious to that had a trial with RKO 
vaude. 

Theatre has been doing poorly 
enough with stage shows but does 
worse than that with straight films. 
Operation is one of the south’s 
toughest problems. 


SHERR BROTHERS 
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“THE OPERATION” 


Week May 7 














BEACON, N. Y., INDIE’S 5 ACTS 























Hippodrome, Toronto, Can. The Apollo at Beacon, N. Y., op- 
Dir.: WEBER-SIMON AGENCY erated by Louis’ Barraca, goes 
‘vaudeville for the first time May 
ee 16, playing five acts on Mondays 
and Tuesdays and another bill on 
755 Seventh Avenue | Fridays and Saturdays. 
New York | Jack Linder booking. 
Yery desirable office space; reason- |) Rudy Vallee will settle the $1,000,- 
especially suitable for theatrical || 900 suit brought against him by Ro- 
rey ee > peemnes hb poe a ho Key, er ee — 
~ ” PR ago Play . ongstress claimec la cudy 
Avé., Vanderbilt 5-0206. swiped her tune, ‘Vagabond Lover.’ 














| Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


i160 WEST 46"ST- 
BRyant 9-7800 NEW YORK CITY 






































| mer 
| tion are 
| since 
| strings, 


| in 
| now 


VERY TUFF FOR INDIES 
TO COLLECT COMMISH 


Enough money for ail the inde- 
pendent vaudeville bookers 
tire on for the rest of their 
as they themselves put it, 


to re- 
lives, 


is owed 


} . . - 
as commissions by theatres or for- 


Chances of collec- 
held to be highly doubtful, 
many operators, in on shoe- 
blow owing various debts 
and can’t be found, or go into bank- 
ruptcy. 

In numerous cases the bookers 
sue in the hope of getting some per- 
centage of the amounts due. 

A big commission bill owed an 
indie booker is $617 which ho is at 
tempting to collect from a New Jer- 
sey house. 


operators, 


STAGER-MAESTRO 


Jerry Mayhali Takes 
Again in Pitts 


Up Baton 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 

With the opening at the Stanley 
of Fanchon & Marco units, Jerry 
Mayhail, staff producer here for 
WB, has been made orchestra con- 
ductor, replacing Dave Broudy in 
the pit. Mayhall will also continue 
to oversee what production work is 


| necessary. 


Broudy has been pit conductor at 
the Stanley. since it opened four 
years ago and before that served 
a similar capacity at the Grande, 
the Warner, for several years. 
He moves back into the orchestra 
proper as a first violinist. 





B. & K. Call Shubert Tab 
Deal Off Over Price 


Chicago, May 9 

Negotiations between Balaban & 
Katz and the Shuberts for the ‘Blue 
Mask’ for the Chicago theatre in 
tab form fell through over price. 
Musical closed at the Grand Satur- 
day. night (7) after six weeks. 

Original asking price from the 
Shuberts for the condensed version 
of ‘Mask’ was $8,500, but B. & K. 
discovered that figure would be 
|augmented by a couple more thou- 


aying | sands for stage hands and other 
| extras. 





Involuntary Pal 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

Although his $50,000 miniature 
golf course is closed for business, 
Oscar E. Schmidt, wealthy owner, 
maintains it as a free park. 

He has signs out inviting the 
public to come in and take a sun 
bath or have a drink from the 
mineral spring at the 18th hole. 
If conditions are right Schmidt can 
change it back into a minnie golf 
course over night. 





Radio Skit as Act 


Peter Dixon and his wife, Aline 




















J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


ee 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING 


MANAGER 


Berry, wil go into vaude with their 
‘radio skit, ‘Raising Junior,’ which 
three weeks ago went off NBC with 
Wheatena. 

Dixon and his 
(Monday) returned 
vacation in Bermuda. 


wife yesterday 
from a brief 





INDIE OUSTS RKO ACTS 

The Empire, Glens Falis, N. Y. 
will be booked independently, start- 
ing Thursday (12) when a five-act 
bill, booked by Jack Linder goes in. 
Policy will continue last halves 
only. 

House has been booked through 
RKO ur to now. 


FREDDY MACK’S SCHNOZ 











Freddy Mack, m. c. and pit leader 
— the Fox, Brooklyn. was operated 


on for a nose infection Saturday (7). 
|; He will be out two weeks. 


over the baton for the fortnight. 





MARION HARRIS’ REVUE 
London, May 9. 
Marion Harris, who has been 
drawing good trade to the Cafe de 
Paris, is going into ‘The Jack Pot,’ 
new revue, devised by Robin Hum- 
phreys. 





Henri Therrien With F & M 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Henri Therrien, tenor, flew in 

from New York and joined Fanchon 

& Marco’s Raquel Torres unit at 

the Pantages Thursday unexpected- 
ly on assignment that same day. 


George Weigle, first violinist, took 





RKU VAUDEVILLE INTACT 862 
(Week May 7), Pertiand 


RKO bf a DEVILLE INTACT 35 
Week May 14), St. Paui 





GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 


VIC OLIVER 


Europe’s Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 
(Direction of Phil Offin) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 
“On the Up and Up 


(Direction of Sam Tishman) 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 


(Direction of Jack Weiner) 














THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R ICH 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
The Elongated Express of Come, dy’’ 
At. HODGES 
‘Ok iahoma’s Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
JOE BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


South 








~~ y 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 861 
_ (Week May (4), San Francisco 


WALTER ( Mouse ) POWELL 


Benny's Bad Boy and 


“RED” PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 





The Three Playboys 


DENNY LYNCH 
MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 


The Ultimate in Harmony 


BENNY 
MEROFF 


Personal Mgr George Wood 
Bilt McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) 


Famous Orchestra 


(Dir. 











RKO VACDEVILLE INTACT 78 
(Week May 7), , Los os Angeles 


CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway’ 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGEL — ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Oz) 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
Marie Patri—At the Piano 


(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


The Colone! of American Nuts 
avith Myrtle Lansing 
(Personal Megr., Jesse H. Martin) 




















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 1773 
(Week May 21), Denver, Colo. 


THE ORANTOS 


“Fieads Up” 
World’s-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


MASTERS 
AND 


GRAYCE 
in “GESS WHO'’TIS 
Jess Freeman-C ‘has. . Morrison) 














(Dir. 
An Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 


Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 
(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Stmon) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 87 
___ (Week kK May 7). . St. Paul 


THREE BREDWINS 


Athletic Comics 


_(Directi on of Hug z0 Morris) 


~ GERALDINE and JOE. 


Int ei 
(Dire 


national Kiddie Stars 


on Weeden Schu tz) 


NAYAN PEARCE 
and JAY VELIE 


in “RED RHAPSODY” 
3oyd Davis, Musical Director 
( Dires tion of Ed. S. Ke eller) 


AMERICA’S EGOTIST 


Harry J. Conley 
in Person 


(Direction of Curtis & Allen) 























— VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
Week May (4), Seattic, Wash. 





The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 
Chorus of Eightees 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 64 
(Week May (4), Tacoma, Wash. 





The Mirth Provokers 











of a Nation! 


OLSEN 


JOHNSON 


and Their 
“ATROCITIES OF 1932" 


22 Nuts of All Kinds 
Alt With One Idea and One Purpose 
— To Make You Laugh— 


BATA and BESSIE KAPPLE 


“Two Beautiful Dancing Singers” 
The Fight Miss-takes 
“Nestling in a Bouquet of Idiots” 
With Moore and Shy, Geo. Moore, 
Joe Perry, Sidney Gibson, Gibson, 
Gibson, Gibson, Gibson and Gibson 
Also “Speedy” Paterson 
And Sundry Nuts—too 
Numerous to Mention!! 











He probabty stays with the unit. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 76 
(Week May 14), Denver 


VERNON RATHBURN 


“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-O0-TETTE 
(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) _ 


EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 











THE ELECTRIC TRIO 


Wes and Lisa Adams 
Bernice Mershon 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 





DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


QUACK-QUACK-QUACK 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgera!d) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week May 14), Portian.d Ore. 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN — 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 











and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress™ 
Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 




















(Booked by Weber-Simoa) 
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Tuesday, May 10, 1932 


.  BURLESQUE—VAUDE 





VARIETY 





Burlesque Reviews 





MAJESTIC, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 2. 
Last year Sam Goldberg, candy 
putcher at the Hippodrome, decided 
to go into show business. Hustling 
prize packages had taught him a lot 


about what the public wanted. No} 


( 1old- 
best 


vearner for Pulitzer honors, 
berg selected burlesque as 
fitting his particular talents. 

Now burlesque in Los Angeles 
has been a closed shop for years, 
being controlled by the Dalton 
Boys of Main Street, who operated 
the Follies. One burlesque was 
about all L. A. wanted and could 
stand for several years. Making it 
the hard way, Goldberg opened his 
Grand across the street from the 
Follies. His theatre was an old 
broken down Mexican legit house 





and his customers broken down 
Mexicans. Nevertheless, he pros- 
pered—continuing to hustle candy 


in his own house and also keeping 
the Hipp concession. It was all 
show business. The brand of bur- 
lesque offered at the: Grand con- 
sisted of time worn blue bits and 
equally time worn performers, in- 
cluding the chorus \,ith the scenery 
thrown in on the same sentence. 
Goldberg grew ambitious and 
took over the Liberty, San Diego, 
rechristening it, as would be ex- 
pected, the Hollywood. As the base 


for the Pacific Fleet, San Diego was | 


a lucky break for Goldberg, 
house opened on the day the fleet 
returned from two months at sea. 
That was six wecks ago and the 
sailors haven’t got enough of Gol- 





HERB TIMBERG 


JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 




















his | 


die’s burlesque. But they’re 
His latest addition, and 
burlesque theatres should be classed 
as a circuit, is the Majestic, former 
Broadway legit house and moving 





burley on to L. A.’s main drag 

makes Goldie a local Minsky. 
Majestic’s offering is longer, but 

{little better than the Grand’s. The 


| bits are old and blue, the perform- 
|ers go through their 


ithe stamped mein of those addicted 


ito a lost cause. 

Strip numbers never get near the 
|brassiere and are worked weak 
ienough so that the audience isn’t 
very interested. In fact, most of 
the girls could do their grinds 


wearing fur coats. At least it would 
be a good illusion. 


Al Weber and Bert O’Leen are 
the comics, former sap, latter wop. 
;A third comic, a tramp, Ralph Duby, 
|has little to do. Marion Samuels, 
Ruberta Omo, Virginia Emoree and 
Tauline Glenmar are the strippers. 
Reo Brothers, tap dancers, work 
straight. Weber stages what book 
there is, with Eddie Young staging 
|}the chorus. Line has 16 girls, all 
|fair lookers. Goldberg, reticent 
|}enough, admits that other 

something to do with 





| have 
a, but always insists that finally 
| he supervises everything and might 
bo» credited with most of the stag- 


| ing. However, that’s usually the 
way with producers if they have 
more than one house. 


Pictures cost money, so Goldberg, 
a bit of a budget juggler, has made 
a deal with Al Wager, small time 
booker, to supply him with enough 
vaude acts to allow the members of 
the burlesque troupe a chance to 
send out for coffee. Currently Wa- 
ger has 16 semi-amateur acts work- 
ing between shows. Reported that 
xoldberg gets the job lot for $100 
weekly. <A feature would cost him 
at least $150 for the week. 


Acts work to the music of a piano. 
First three days of the Majestic 


as a burley house got $2,500. With 
a weekly nut of perhaps $3,000, 


Goldberg should make money if the 
policy continues to h.ng on. 
Feeling his oats, so to speak, 
Goldberg has gone slightly high hat. 
No candy butchers work the Majes- 





due, | 
three | 


routines with | 


people | 
his | 





tic. Broadway still remains a class 
Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK street to that extent. However, 
Palace Theatre Bldg., candy is still sold in his other 
New York City houses. Call, 
i 





Are Fully Protected by the 


Productions: 


WARNING 


PROPS, MUSIC and MATERIAL of 


CHILTON AND THOMAS 


Bureau at Washington, D. C. 


WEEK MAY 21 LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


(NEW ACT) 
Dir. WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY (inc.) 
BILLY GRADY 


U. S. Copyright and Patent 








‘CLEVELAND HOUSE QUITS 


Local Mgrs. Stake Girls to Fares— 
Zeisler Seeks New Spot 





| 
Cleveland, May 9. 

Despite Dick Zeisler’'s desperate 

attempts to keep the Cameo’s bur- 

lesk stock running on a co-op- 


erative basis, the house did a nose- | 


dive after a string of bad breaks 
| put it into bankruptcy. It’s clos- 
ing leaves the town without bur- 
lesk for the first time in vears 
House is being taken ove! 
Paul Gusdanovick, owner of a 
string of film nabes, who plans to 
make it a flicker grind 
| Of the 62 troupers the closing 
threw out of work, 36 were chorus 


girls who didn’t have a dime. 
eral local showmen went into their 
own pockets for train money 
'the girls. Zeisler is looking for an- 
other spot to open for burlesque 
with the remaining performers. 


Sev- 





‘MUSICIANS BLOW CO-OP, 


STAGE HANDS HOLD BAG 


Canton, O., May 9. 

After weeks of wrangling, union 
musicians collaborating with stage 
hands in presenting stock burlesque 
on a co-operative basis at the Grand 
opera house walked out this weel: 
|} and let the deck hands go it alone. 
Now a lone piano player occupies 
the pit, where 10 musicians hac 
worked. 

Musicians said they would rather 
remain idle than play seven after- 
noons and as many nights for $13 
a week. 

Newspapers are demanding money 
in advance for the daily advertising. 


Loew’s Boston Shift 


Loew’s picture house units, open- 
|ing for RKO in Boston May 28, will 
play Keith’s theatre there instead 
lof the Memorial. RKO will shift its 
|vaudeville from Keith’s to the 
| Memorial. Latter has been in 
| straight pictures. 








Loew’s regular vaudeville policy 
lat the State, Boston, continues. 
1 ‘PEACHES’ IN CHI 


Chicago, May 9. 
‘Peaches’ Browning goes into the 
Academy, burlesque, Friday (13), 
on top of the regular weekly stock 
show there, 





Buffalo Pickets 
Buffalo, May 9. 
Labor troubles at the Mayfair 
(burlesque and pictures) formerly 
the Palace, resulted in union 
pickets. Stagehands, musicians and 
operators were called out, house 
continuing to operate non-union. 
Nat Beasberg is handling the 
site. 





for 


| 


ee 


Comm. Geraghty Looks at Burlesque, 
Says He'd Much Rather Play Pinochle 





| 


The battle of 42nd Street in 
which the large property owners 
and legit theatre interests aim to 
‘clean up the block is still 
Protestors put their casé¢ Ip 
James |] Ger ense 
missioner, with the idea that if the 
Republic and Eltinge theatre li 
censes are not renewed, stock bur 
lesque will be forced to q 
burly people hit back with charges 
ind the iry is still « 

Commissioner Visited the two 
theatres objected to last week, 
| viewing the Billy Minsky outfit 
| (Republic) and that conducted by 
| Max Rudnick at the Eltinge. He 
| 


said that he personally did not like 
| the type of show and would ‘rather 
stay at home and play pinochle.’ 
It was known in advance by the 
theatres that the commissioner and 
a reviewing staff would 

Geraghty commented ‘They've 
had to delete more than a Holly- 
wood movie production.’ Perform- 
|}ances were tame half the audi- 
ence walked. In the party were 
| representatives of the Forty-second 
Street Realty Owners Association 
and counsel for the burlesque inter- 


ests. 


be present. 


sO 


Weinstock Sobs 
Joseph Weinstock, part owner of 
the Republic show, shed tears and 
sobbed when he appeared before the 
commissioner and charged that 


tion came while Weinstock was be- 
ing cross examined by Former As- 
sistant District Attorney Ferdinand 
Pecora, counsel for the realty in- 
terests. 

After swearing he had attempted 
to rid the front of the house of 


the witness cried: ‘We've been 
accused of everything except kid- 
napping the Lindbergh baby. They 
don’t like our companionship on 
Forty-second street...We are will- 





ing to take down the pictures 
(strongly objected to)—anything 
within reason...It broke silly 
Minsky's health and its breaking 
my own. Cardinal Hayes, Father 


Burke and Rabbi Goldstein have all 
complained, but none of them have 
been to the show.’ 


All Depends 


Herbert Minsky, also interested 
in the Republic, testified that ‘less 
than half the scenes’ have double 
meaning. Asked if there were vul- 
gar scenes he replied: ‘That de- 
pends on the mental interpretation 
of the one who sees them.’ 

A. H. Woods, who leases the El- 
tingle to the Rudnick group, testi- 
fied there was no difference in the 
people in front of the burly houses 











Arch Selwyn and the Erlanger in- 
terests were in conspiracy to ruin | 
his business. The show of emo- 


steerers for speaks and ‘clip joints,’ 


than those around the legit the- 
atres. He also said that the bu 
lesque shows did not harm the 
legit shows and that patrons would 
hit even if presented 

i 

4 ‘ i Ir Jane ( \ ae 

d S had I a message of 
| tect i eft he i peopie 
= I fram was re ved by) 
tne I sione) He ed é 
ras i Weste l Oo! 
branch office be brought to « 

who filed the 


an effort to find o 
message. 


| Oxford’s Burly-Films 
| Combo Gets Results 


Combination policy of pictures 
and burlesque is apt to spread in 
Brooklyn following results obtained 


by the Oxford, small shotgun type 
operation in the downtown section 
House will close down June 1, re- 


opening in the fall after a success- 
ful season. 

Picture chain 
the ‘Brooklyn situation, 
th2 film-burlesque policy will gain 
headway next fall. %xford has been 
|getting 25, 35 and 50c for its com- 
| bination shews. 


men, familiar with 


are afraid 









THE og, 

&, Ww 
W Prince of * 
Material by 

EUGENE CONRAD 


Direction 
CURTIS & ALLEN 











Over 5,000,000 Feet 


General Film Library, Inc. 


MORKIs 4 
7249 7th Ave N.Y 


Pres 


KRANDEI 
¢ BRyant 9.4417 




















THE ORIGINATORS OF RADIO’ SATIRE 


BOTH ON THE AIR AND ON THE STAGE 


CHARLIE 


ORDAN and WOODS 


JOHNNY 


Assisted by FRANK E. LYNCH 


“RADIO'S BALLYHOOLIGANS” 


Written by CHARLIE JORDAN 


NOW AT THE RKO PALACE, NEW YORK (WEEK MAY 7) 


Thanks to TOM KENNEDY—NICK KENNY—RAOUL MARLO 


Personal Rep.: TOM KENNEDY 


RKO: BLONDELL & MACK 


























ADA BROWN 


THE CHARACTERISTIC BLUES SINGER IN SOUTHERN SYNCOPATION 
THIS WEEK (MAY 7), RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


Direction MARTY FORKINS 


Did You Hear Me on Arthur Barton’s New York Amusement Hour Over WMCA Last Night (Monday, May 9) at 5:30? 
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38 VARIETY 


FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 
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” New York, May 6. 
Paramount's Broadway house 
continues its big stage show push 
with probably the most expensive 
entertainment yet played in a pic- 
ture house. Max Gordon's boiled 
down revue, ‘Bandwagon,’ is in for 


-hile the Par’s new mike system : 

PARAMOUNT, N. Y. mufted abe of the dialog. The IMPERIAL, TORONTO 
“ (‘Bandwagon’—Tab) backstage boys were still having Toronto, May 6. 4 
i trouble with the heavy pieces at the Vv; 





$17,500 net, with extra back stage 
expenses and Publix’s payment of 
the show’s transportation from Bal- | 
timore bringing the bill close to| 
$25,000. Another expense was nec- 
essary for enlargement of the re- 
volving stage. Fortunately the 
Broadway Par has its own turn- | 
table, although it isn’t big enough | 
to hold this show. 
That revolving stage require- | 
ment probably will keep ‘Band- 
wagon’ out of other’ film theatres, | 
if the price doesn’t. But for the | 


Par, as a vastly different type of | 
entertainment, it makes good as a 
flashy, classy and productionally 
grand presentation. That it will jus- 
tify the cost at the box office this 
week appeared likely from the stand 
‘em up trade throughout opening 
day. House is billing the stage over 
the picture, ‘World and the Flesh’ 
(Par). 

At the opening performance the | 
musical ran almost its full length, | 
105 minutes, which threw the Fri- 
day schedule out of gear by half an 
hour all day. They finally got it 
down to 82 minutes at the fourth 
and last night show, still six more 
minutes than had been allotted. Pit 
overture and the Crawfords’ organ- 
log was dropped beforehand in an- 
ticipation of plenty of stage fare, 
but the house even had to shelve 
the newsreel at the night perform- 
ance. The only.item outside of the 
tab and picture to slip in was. the 
trailer on next week’s bill. Despite 
the cuts the show was. overlong, 
running well past the two and a 
half hour mark. 


‘Bandwagon’ as a tab for the pic- 
ture houses can be appraised on its 
merit in this house only. At the 
Par a question of taste is the only 
thing that restrains it from rating 
as probably the most impressive 
display of the popular type to play 
wee film theatre. The fault is the 
failure to distinguish between a s0- 
phisticated $5 adult legit audience 
and an 85c picture crowd. 


That bathroom fixture’ sketch, 
one of the 14 interludes retained 
from the legit version, was rough 
enough in its original locale and 
certainly too rough here. Likewise 
a line each in songs by Helen Brod- 
erick, and Frank Morgan. Miss 
Broderick lyrically complains about 
steering the out of town relatives 
up and down the New York sky- 
scrapers—Those G— d— elevators,’ 
she sings. Morgan’s not-so-nifty 
informs that his mother came home 
plastered and told him he was 
something that a lot of parents may 
not be pleased to have their chil- 
dren hear in a theatre or any other 
place, 


Fred Astaire is the trojan of the 
troupe on this four-a-day grind, 
working in at least six of the num- 
bers and giving plenty each trip. 
More than anyone else, he stepped 
in when some stepping in was need- 
ed. Besides Astaire, Morgan and 
Miss Broderick, others from the 
regular cast are Philip Loeb, Fran- 
cis Pierlot, John Barker, Mary Jo 
Mathews, Lillian Duncan, Florence 
Chumbecos, Helen Carrington, Ed 
Jerome, Jay Wilson and the Alber- 
tina Rasch mixed line. Vera Marsh 





| worry enough 


|tage Small.’ 


night show and sevérai waits made 
for a bumpy performance, 

Should anyone, upon seeing this 
show, inquire as to what the Para- 





Imperial prez socks home this week 
with a flash finale that is one of the 
most spectacular hits seen here in 
many moons. Fourteen-girl lineup 
does a disappearing diving act in 
full-stage set that looks like money 





|mount is going to use to follow 
\they’d probably be advised not to 
worry about next week or next | 
month: the chief worry nowadays is | 
the current week. And usually that’s | 
Bige. | 
ROXY, N. Y. 
New York, May 6 

Another import from the operatic | 
stage fronts the show at the Roxy | 
this week, and again it is demon- 
strated that opera singers are not 
what picture audiences want. They | 
might stand for the opera, but the 
pops can be looked after by radio 
singers, who generally are just as 
fat. To Mme. Marie Matzenauer the 
audience is merely politely tolerant. 

Mme. Matzenauer does a sort of 
lyrical shoot the chutes, starting 
with ‘My Heart at Thy Sweet 
Voice’ from ‘Samson and Delilah,’ 
going to an Indian love lyric, semi- 
classical and encoring with ‘A Cot- 


| 


Only one number, but four letters 
to the current stage offering, all 
titled ‘Maytime,’ and opening with 
a bubble dance, with Patricia Bow- 
man at the rear waiting to do her 
solo. Opening day the girls seemed 
a bit afraid of the balloons. Set- 
ting is a waterfall with a soapsuds 
cascade, but not properly lighted for 
effect. .Nothing outstanding either 
to the ballet or the solo. De Haven 
and Nice went over better with a 
burlesque of the dance, and then 
the Roxyettes in long blue stock- 
ings and blue-and-orange head- 
dresses, with snug-fitting bodices, 
get over a nice kick routine to pave 
the way for the singer. 


After that’s over the last number, 
‘May Morning’, with a pretty color 
effect in blue-greens and the ballet 
tripping down a ramp which crosses 
the stage at the rear. They wear 
Icng skirts, with tulle underskirts, 
and look well when they are in mo- 
tion, but at rest the crude colorings 
on the skirts, panels of elementary 
blue, yellow and pink, look cheap to 
those who remember the exquisite 
pastel shades which once would 
have been used. 

Followed by Miss Bowman with 
a large hoop which took her mind 
too much off her toes at times. Dif- 
ficult to think up a different routine 
each week, but this could not have 
caused very deep thought. Best 
part of it was her costume. The 
Roxyettes in the same style cos- 
tumes as the ballet go a livelier 
number, and the effect of their bare 
legs flashing amid the billows of 
tulle was quite good. Finale is a 
maypole dance by the ballet, the 
pole coming up through a trap as 
the continuation of an astrolabe 
used as a garden ornament, Stage 
show ran slightly over 40 minutes, 
with the orchestra rounding it out 
to an even 50. 

This is Waring’s last week, and 
either he made a poor selection or 
they held down to make Dr. Riesen- 
feld’s return next week the more 
pronounced. Announcement of the 
enlarged orchestra was greeted with 
appause, with even more for the 
conductor, 


Waring has made an excellent 





is in Adele Astaire’s place as she 
has been in the show's closing road 
dates. Tilly Losch is also out, with 
the girl replacing her in ‘Dancing 
in the Dark’ not identified. 

In the running order the scenes 
and bits are out of original se- 
quence. The merry-go-round first 
act finale frqm the original is used 
here as the final number of the show 
and okay since it’s the production's 
flashiest number. . 

Although the revolving rostrum 
permitted speedier backstage ma- 
nipulation, the Par attempted to 
simplify things as much as pos- 
sible by alternating most of the full 
or almost full stage effects with the 
‘one’ slot. 

Probably it was due to staging 
limitations but it seemed a shame 
that the show's regular opening, a 
satire on all revues. was dropped 
for this date. Instead the audience- 
on-the-stage scene is depended on 
to carry the opening alone, resulting 
in an unfavorable start. Besides 
this, ‘Dancing in the Dark,’ the 
merry-go-round and the bathroom 
skit, other full stage items retained 
fire the geography match, beggar- 
dancer ballet, one chorus dance 
number, Astaire-Marsh.s. and d. 
and the mystery play burlesque. 
Latter also falls in the rough stuff 
class, but not so offensive and suffi- 
ciently humorous to pass most any- 
where. Morgan's playing is the 
reason. 

The ‘one’ spot is occupied at vari- 
ous times by Morgan, John Barker, 
the Misses Broderick and Marsh 
and an old-fashioned comedy quar- 
tet. 

In the three times the 
stage is used for visible effect, the 
Par audience gets a flash at a grade 
of staging that’s uncommon in a 

‘ pop priced theatre. 


Lighting satisfactory ali the way, 


ad 


revolving | 


record here, but something seems to 
have slipped for the fadeout. He 
did not click as well as usual with 
| a choppy mixture of band and vocal 
music, and an awkward moment 
when one of the bandmen came 
down to go into a comic song before 
Tom McLaughlin, who had just fin- 
ished tenoring, could be taken down 
on the lift. He could only stand 
and look foolish while his successor 
was right on top of him. 

Film fare was ‘Young America’ 
(Fox), a Silly Symphony, ‘The Bird 
Store,’ and the Movietone News 
with a blow-up of a scene of many 


hippopotami in an African lake 
which will be good where they 
never saw ‘Trader Horn’ or ‘The 


White Feather.’ 


OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, April 30. 
Olympia is striving hard to catch 
what slim trade there is, putting 
/on ambitious musical and stage 


| numbers. 





Show this week starts with a 
| mixed newsreel, and introduces two 
| singers, who, with the support of 
the Georges Bailly orchestra, do 
several parts of Messager’s opera 
‘Veronique.’ Some more singing 
by Mme, Boyarska in the next num- 
ber which is the Polovtsiennes 
| dances of Borodin, done by E. Po- 
| plaveka and H. Taneeff supported 
| by the ballet Sergueeff. Latter, who 
was ballet master to the Czar, has 
staged a nice performance, 

This is followed by the aviation 
picture ‘Under the Leather Hel- 
| met,’ produced by Cinemasques for 
United Artists release, starring 
Gina Manes, who has quite a fol- 
lowing. One sequence in the pic- 
ture reproduces the American 
adagio act, Stone and Vernon. Film 





spent. This is Lottie Mayer’s old 
act, with the daughter of the aquatic 
star doing the trapeze act. Hubby 
is still manager of the act, and 
Lottie, Jr., the original Jantzen girl, 
still wears the crimson bathing suit, 
but no mention of trade name is 
made, 

Three of the girls were originally 
with the old Lottie Mayer act, but 
the others broke in during a three- 
week period, which explains the 
poor diving form of some of the 
femmes, something to be overlooked 
when it is remembered that these 
kids must make changes all the way 
from one-wheel bike riding to line 
work on stilts. Girls do a series of 
three dives and three costume 
changes, and have the peasants be- 
wildered. It’s a nice flash finale that 
should do well on word-of-mouth 
advertising. Act would have regis- 
tered more heavily if front of tank 
had been open to view and would 
have been more mystifying. Effect 
of swimming behind oblique mirrors 
would have been more effective and 
just as puzzling. As it was, front 
of tank was obscured. 

Smugly built show is strong on 
comedy and the dance. Travelers 
parts on station set in ‘two,’ with 
ballet out as red caps and into a 
line routine that finishes with a 
train effect on darkened stage after 
the girls have done army drills with 
whisks. Yit band gives nice sup- 
port, and finish registers. Red Don- 
ahue fills the deuce spot with his 
standard balky mule still drawing 
laffs. 

Ballet eases on before a black and 
pink drop for one of the most col- 
orful dance presentations of the 
season. Girls are in gleaming span- 
gle costumes, set off by pink feather 
headdresses for a concerted fan 
routine as Agnes Knox steps out for 
solo. Girl is on toes for an acro- 
batic that scored, and lineup closes 
with a graceful routine in waltz 
time that had the natives pounding. 
Edwin George, comedy juggler and 
monologist, is om in ‘one’ as set is 
changed for tank scene, and scores 
with foozled tricks and chatter. 
Then the finale with the diving girls 
and Lottie, Jr., finishing with a 20- 
foot trapeze dive and turn in air, 


Disappointment was the non-ap- 
pearance of Conchita Montenegro, 
who was headlined in billing and 
newspapers. No expianation of her 
absence, but it was another case of 
immigration trouble at the border, 
with the Spanish dancer getting 
permission to enter Canada but re- 
ceiving the intimation that she 
would not be allowed to re-enter the 
U. S. She preferred to stay south 
of the line. No act was substituted. 
Whole stage bill was also thrown 
out of schedule when troupe, leav- 
ing Detroit, found a train wreck 
ahead, later proceeded until the 
boiler of their own engine went 
phooey, and landed here five hours 
late. Early crowd got five hours of 
pictures, for which the town was 
hurriedly scoured, and first stage 
show was minus the diving act. 
Full-stage bill runs 37 minutes, 
with Conchita’s spot filled by a 
Mickey Mouse cartoon. Feature is 
‘This Is the Night’ (Par), McStay. 


WILSHIRE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 2. 

Mrs. Whatzername of the W. C. T. 
U. spoke on Fox Movietone news- 
reel, but nobody could hear what 
she was saying. This presumably 
class audience seated in 60-cent 
loges turned suddenly ruffian the 
moment the subtitle flashed. They 
booed and kept booing, stomped, 
whistled, applauded, end absolutely 
refused to listen to the earnest lady 
with her spectacles askew who was 
droning on about the Demon Rum. 

Such a demonstration might be 
passed off lightly in a working 
neighborhood but in snooty Wil- 
shire, surrounded by fancy trappings 
and trimmings, and with the assist- 
ant manager in a tuxedo, it was 
somewhat astonishing. 

Make no mistake about the ritzy 
part. They put it on here. Beauties 
in evening gowns of smart tailoring 
greet and seat the patron. Passage 
through the foyer, thickly padded 
with orchid carpet, is to the accom- 
paniment of a lobby act of Estey 
organist and violinist. It arouses 
expectancy. The patron rather ex- 
pects that the hostess will coo 
‘Won't you sit down?’ in best draw- 
ing room manner and pass over a 
cup of tea with two nabisco wafers. 

Besides Chevalier’s ‘One Hour 
With You’ there was a Thelma 
Todd-Zasu Pitts slapstick and a 
Samoan travelog, with dialog by 
Emma Lindsay Squier, which tends 
to prove that women don’t get the 
angle. It sounded pretty school- 
mamish, 

For that ‘at home’ effect the lobby 
act ducked around backstage and 
knocked off a soft, drean:y musicaie 
in a framed tableau with a lady 
singer abetting but not aiding 
much. This gives the Wilshire pro- 
duction class and lifts it out of the 
grind classification. It’s quasi- 








Was given a ritzy sendoff. Mazi. 


deluxe. 


Business also quasi. Land. 
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NEW YORK 


(Embassy—Trans- Lux) 


Watching a parade from the curb 
and from a perch in a newsreel 
theatre are vastly different. Too 
many screen parades are as tiring 
as windy and meatless speeches. 
The same goes for an over-portion 
of the country dancing stuff. Em- 
bassy this week has 13 clips touch- 
ing on the march and fandango end, 
while the Trans-Lux, using more 
judgment, allows only six to creep 
in, 

More and more are the newsreels 
aising their libraries to keep up with 
the dailies. Enterprise, however, is 
shown when they take a subject like 
the assassination of France’s Presi- 
dent and give their talking reporters 
new scripts to bring old views up to 
the minute. Both houses led off 
with the assassination. 


Scoop score for the week finds the 
Luxer in the lead with five to the 
Embassy's four. Main events to the 
newsreel people were generally cov- 
ered, although for a change there is 
a certain variety of camera angles. 
In its coverage of the Cunard pier |} 
fire on the Hudson, for. instance. | 
Pathe got a slant from:a plane and 
a ground fringe, while F-H boys 
stepped right into the smoke and 
close enough to scorch, unless they 
were using long lenses. 


The Coolidge fishing assignment 
registered laughs at the Embassy, 
mainly because the unseen reporter 
pulled some fast conversation, while 
the Luxer people greeted silently 
views that were virtually the same. 
Paramount did a blue nose move 
in about facing a still of the gang- 
ster, while the Embassy, with the 
same views of the outgoing Capone, 
realized an audience reaction again 


through the reporter medium. Too 
much footage was allowed the 
Washington pageant by Pathe. The 


audience commenced wriggling be- 
fore it was over. Embassy, on the 
other hand, omitted considerable of 
the parade in this particular clip. 
Other coverages found in both 
houses, were: South Bend train 
wreck, New York charity ball, Wel- 
lesley girls, Akron hooking plane in 
the air, Louisiana’s girl secretary of 
state becoming governor for 10 days, 
more Olympic try-outs. 

Clips rated as scoops at the 
Trans-Lux included Representative 
Crisp explaining why he recom- 
mended pardoning of the Massies, 
army testing gun velocity in Vir- 


ginia, two killed in Chicago w 
plane hit building, British aviecn 
flying blind, and Prince of Wales 
dedicating Avon (England) theatre 
erected largely through American 
contributions. First two are oe 
Pathe, third by Universal, and last 
pair Paramount, 
; Silver Springs, Fla., must have an 
‘in’ with some of the reels. There 
is hardly a week that some phase of 
it, under-water boxing and now 
golfing, is not on the news screens. 
Other Trans-Lux exclusives in- 
clude explanation of rocket expected 
to travel the Atlantic in two hours 
(Pathe), herring rush in Mass 
(Par), Mass. forest fire (Pathe), 
Mother’s Day at Mary Washington's 
monument (Pathe), Newark beer 
(U), more about California lions 
(Pathe), California rodeo (Pathe) 
Governor Rolph returning from 
Governors’ convention, Jersey’s ele- 
vated road over the meadows (U), 


British royalty inspecting army 
headquarters (U). = 
At the Embassy, Fox-Hearst 


showed first views of the Davis Cup 
tennis match in Washington, Von 
Hindenburg casting his own ballot 
in the recent German presidential 
election, close-up of the King and 
Queen at an English soccer contest 
retirement of West Point’s head 
after 40 years in government service. 

Any time beer is screened or 
talked about approvingly on the 
Embassy screen, there is applause, 
So, one of the founders of the Amer- 
ican Legion gets almost as much 
cheer as Col. Ruppert being inter- 
viewed by Fat McManus in a foam 
factory. Dr. Lorenz, incidentally, 
also talks about beer—this time 
from his estate in Austria. The 
specialist gets laughs as well asap- 
plause through his reference to pro- 
hibition as ‘America’s sick man.’ 

F-H finally got into the NBS stu- 
dios for a heart broadcast weeks 
after Pathe had exhibited the nov- 
elty at the Luxer. Embassy, how- 
ever, gave situation a new twist by 
broadcasting electricity generated 
by a kiss. 

Representatives of France, Ger- 
many and England at Geneva do a 
handshake for the edification of 
Fox’s talking reporter. Right after 
that, Ramsay MacDonald speaks to 
London’s press boys about disarma- 
ment. And then Lawrence Tibbet 
renders a new number for the 
block-aiders. After this there is a 
wave of dancing, singing and shout- 
ing in Spain, Italy, Germany and the 
Swiss Alps. Waly. 





STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 3. 


Mae Murray unit seen in Los An- 
geles is not the unit that will go on 
the road, so that the local inclusion 
of the Arnauts and Michons, both 
brother teams, is simply a gap that 
will be filled later by other talent. 
Consequently, all that can farily be 
commented upon is Mae Murray, 
an and the production 
self. 


Leon Leonidoff’s flair for rich 
color combinations, and with his 
modern notions on staging num- 
bers, is visible throughout. With 
six boys and six girls he starts in 
a night club foyer. Boys, all 
dancers, are in full evening attire, 
tails, topper, and dress overcoat, 
muffler and cane. Girls as check- 
room attendants in short saucy out- 
fits with bare flesh showing, conti- 
nental fashion, above the stockings. 


Leonidoff again was rampant in 
a finale imaginatively handled by 
mixing the Cinderella idea with a 
hotcha Harlem motif. Boy and girl 
specialty team with that nonchal- 
ance of the modern’ generation 
of neck - breaking wonder - doers, 
weren't even programmed. 

Mae Murray’s performance in- 
cludes her usual tangoing, etcetera, 
plus a little comedy crossfire with 
Rudy Kaye, tenor, who, lightly dis- 
guised as a hoodlum, comes out of 
the audience with a letter of intro- 
duction written by himself. Once 
the gagging is over, Kaye’ digs into 
‘Pagliacci.’ Later, in tails, he re- 
turns for a ballad, badly chosen and 
unfamiliar. ‘Pagliacci’ is perhaps 
a little Mandalayish but at least 
is known. Kaye is a reliable pop 


tenor but handicapping himself 
with that number. Maybe those 
numbers. 


A handsome gig in ultra-mohair 
dances with Miss Murray. Picture 
celeb has been seen in the east re- 
peatedly and is rated a box office 
draw. 

Arnauts and Michons filling out 
eight-week contracts with Fanchon 
& Marco came west for Grau- 
man’s Chinese and were made 
available at unusually high salaries 
after ‘Wet Parade’ flopped in three 
weeks. Both acts, as usual, had no 
trouble pleasing. 

House orchestra made the Metro 
trailer on the coming ‘Tarzan, a 
dramatic interlude. They made the 


interpretation. Using the pitmen 
for this chore is good showmanship. 

Eddie Peabody in his second week 
was heartily welcomed and unre- 
| servedly endorsed. Land, 





PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, April 30. 

‘Kitchen Pirates,’ adagio act, 
drawing considerable attention at 
the Paramount this week, many 
people who do not usually go to 
film houses making an exception to 
see them. The three men and girl, 
who appear in a set showing a 
kitchen, work in subdued lighting, 
evidencing Francis A. Mangin’s 
staging ability. 


Show opens with a mixed news- 
reel and an animated cartoon. 
These are now a regular feature on 
practically every film house~ pro- 
gram. This is followed by a mue 
sical overture consisting of adapta- 
tions of hit numbers from various 
Paramount films, ending with the 
march of ‘Love Parade.’ Left side 
of band, made up of strings, plays 
normal, but men ‘on the right hand 
side act like a jazz band, getting 
up ané@ doing tricks when playing 
their instruments. Music, directed 
by Pierre Millot, much appreciated. 


Then came ‘Kitchen Pirates,’. who 
are the biggest one-act smash for 
a long time on the Paris stage, and 
remindful in their work of Stone 
and Vernon. 

Feature, a Paramount Joinville 
production, titled ‘Luneville’s Dress- 
maker,’ is from an Alfred Savoir 
legit play, and is nicely directed by 
Harry Lachmann. Mazi. 


MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, May 9. 

With a production of its own, 
‘Cocoanut Grove Revue,’ and an art 
director, Raymond Temple, who 
knows how to create effective set- 
tings, this house achieves some 
staging this week. West coast at- 
mosphere is used on account of tie- 
up with local tab to introduce dou- 
bles of movie stars and a clever ar- 
rangement gets them gracefully on 
and off the stage. 

Radios are spotted on both ends 
of stage and a voice announces the 
Cocoanut Grove in Los Angeles, 
playground of the movie stars, etc. 
Curtain rises on a beautiful settings, 
with what looks like the entire or- 
chestra on the stage; setting pretty 
far back. She pit has been fitted uP 
with tables and chairs in regular 
cabaret style, each carrying a lamp. 


tom-toms reverberate and the brass | Citcular fountain plays in the cen’ 
roar to give the jungle mood vivid | t®: 


Miniature radio towers at back 


of stage flash out Los Angeles and 





Philadelphia, 
Couples dance onto stage 
music is playing and then 


(Continued on page 40) 
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ROSCOE ARBUCKLE (3) 
Comedy 

12 Mins.; One 

Academy, N. Y. 


Arbuckle is still a name, but 
needs an act. 

As a name, of box office timber, 
taking in both the ‘youngsters and 
adults, fortified by perhaps one of 
the most lasting popular reputa- 
tions, even at this late date, it’s too 


bad he wastes himself with the type 
of a makeshift he now dis- 
closes. 

It may be true, as he admits, that 
on the coast he had Bobby Woolsey, 
John P. Medbury, Ralph Spence and 


act 


Al Boasberg trying to. contrive 
something for him, and that he 
finally had to frame the routine 
himself, but that’s just what it 


shapes up as—a home-made act. 

In Jack Shutta, a vet trouper, 
he has an able foil. In Addie Mc- 
Phail (the rotund comedian’s fian- 
cee) he has an effective feminine 
vis-a-vis who, in one all too brief 
bit, evidences she can handle lines 
But that’s not enough; should 
do more. 

Arbuckle is too big a personality 
to wind up waving a stick in front 
of the pit band which goes on stage 
for the finalette of the Fanchon & 
Marco unit. 

In his own 12 


she 


minutes. Arbuckle 
also misses fire. He comes up with 
a prop uke which he uses for one 
meagre gag. That should be aired. 
He winds up straighting for his au- 


dience-heckler, Shutta, who is 
seated midway on the aisle, obvi- 
ously for the idea of having both 


the front and rear sections of his 
audience hear him equally as well. 
It doesn’t work out; it’s even diffi- 
cult to get him from the front rows. 
He may not want to borrow the 
Phil Baker stage box idea, but could 
sit in a side seat and obliquely ad- 
dress his audience at an angie. The 
audience cross-talk has some ef- 
fective comedy moments but there, 
too, an author is required. 

The Academy concededly does not 
provide the most ideal audience. A 
flock of orphans at a Saturday mat- 
inee theatre party on the shelf 
didn’t help with their decorum, or 
lack of it, but there're the type of 
kids Arbuckle should draw. The 
youngsters all over the house, but 
up and downstairs, gurgled out loud 
at the comedian’s initial appear- 
ance, 

It's for this reason alone, if noth- 
ing else, that Arbuckle should es- 
chew any damns or hells or any gag 
with the faintest suggestion of any- 
thing off-color. That goes for one 
of Shutta’s cracks in the burglar 
gaz. Besides which, Arbuckle could 
and should make his personal apps 
tour a builder-upper for a possible 
screen comeback. Whether or not 
Elder Hays may okay it, Arbuckle 
is certainly in a great spot to de- 
velop’ a strong personal following 
which can be his most effective 
wedge fora return. Jolson certain- 
ly did it when touring with ‘Won- 
der Bar,’ frankly asking for -pub- 
lic opinion on his screen future. 

Arbuckle is still a personality. His 
name is box office lodestone. With 
a real act—and he evidences full ca- 
pability to handle anything—he’d be 
a smash. Right now he’s just an- 
other picture name making a per- 
sonal appearance. Abel. 


ANDRE, DE VAL and CO. (5) 
Dancing Flash 

9 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Grand Opera House, N. Y. 


Neither Andre nor De Val are 
new, having formerly worked with 
an Argentine orchestra. George 
Andre, apparently the same, a 


couple years ago headed an adagio 
of three men and a girl, same com- 
bination as here. Fifth member in 
new setup appears in the first num- 
ber, which is weak, the other girl in 
the adagio closing, which saves act 
as possibiity for smaller houses. 

A South Seas set on first sight. 
A couple muggs and a girl are loll- 


, do for less important bills. 











HENRY BURBIG and FUNNY 
BONERS (5) 

Comedy, Singing 

22 Mins.; One and two (Special) 

86th St. 

Two radio attractions, both from 
CBS, have combined for a turn that 
rates good time the 86th 
Street but a better spot than meted 
out here, No. 2. Henry Burbig, Yid 


as as 


| Palace, 


PALACE N Y  ihiataead Nothing seeméd to jell in 
> * . i 


This is valedictory 


week at the} 
its first 


abandonment of 


| straight vaudeville on a deluxe basis. 


i 
| 
} 
| 


| 
' 


} 


|inglorious finale to 


comedian, until recently was on the’ 


air. The Funny Boners still are on 
the ether on two different programs, 
under this billing on sustaining and 
as the Oxol Trio on commercial 
time. A fifth member of act, in for 
a couple laughs, is Charlie Cantor. 
Burbig’s act ran too long up here 
when caught, with encores padded. 
To make room for ‘You're 


Yourself,’ straight and as done 


by | 


ing 
|} interrupts the progress. It 


} 


Fooling | 


| 


the Boswells, then by the Mills, the | 


cutting could come ahead if this 
must remain as an encore number. 
Burbig’s Boston tea party tale in 


| 


dialect, opening, is also a trifle long. | 


It might be trimmed with a view to 
avoiding any cutting of Burbig's 
impression of a telephone operator 


in a hotel which registers him on 
laughs better. 
A mike is used at first but dis- 


carded for the telephone board por- 
tion, where Burbig definitely im- 
presses as not being in need of any 
amplification. Nor do the Funny 
Boners, novelty harmony trio, seem 
to require the mike, but they use it 
to gain a broadcasting. effect. 
Cantor, as a medium-low come- 
dian, interrupts for laughs, doing a 
passout for a comic finish in a song 
attempt, Burbig catching him in his 
arms at the end. Char. 


TAKETA BROS. and SISTERS (5) 
Perch, Risley, Acrobatics 

7 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Grand Opera House, N. Y. 

Admixture of perch, risley, tum- 
bling and wire work by troupe of 
five, probably Hawaiians, that will 
Opened 
here to nice reception 
Thursday night. 

Three men and two women make 
up quintet. They open with two 
perch exhibitions, fifth’ member 
(girl) following in fullstage on the 
wire, with and without umbrella. 
Risley and acrobatic routines from 
there on. Char. 


enough 


‘HOLLYWOOD ON PARADE?’ (10) 
Novelty Songs, Dances 

21 Mins.; Two and Full (Special) 
Hippodrome, N. Y. 

The novelty of this act, film star 
doubles, puts it over, although the 
idea goes a bit haywire as the turn 
gets underway. Opens with screen 
shots of film luminaries at a film 
premiere on the coast. Screen up, 
house lights on and doubles for 
Miriam Hopkins, Slim Summerville, 
Lupe Velez, Buster Keaton, James 
Cagney, Nancy Carroll, Anna May 
Wong and Greta Garbo are intro- 
duced by an m.ec. 

Following this bit, act goes to 
‘two’ for an Ellis Island scene show- 
ing Pola Negri just arriving. Chat- 
ter between the Negri girl and an- 
nouncer fairly amusing and pro- 
moted by the cute-accent employed 
by the film double. Latter is the 
best of all. 

A Montmartre cafe scene is next. 


| Velez double does an overlong weak 


| Spanish 


dance. Anna May 
double next, works more like a bur- 


| lesque imitator than anything else. 


ing around, the mixed team coming | 


on for a quasi-adagio with the male, 


bottle and whip in hand, playing 
tough. One of the beachcombers 
Starts to mix in as routine turns 


adagio. 

Second half the four-way adagio 
is distinguished by the grace of the 
sirl and the well-time tosses. But 
very long, causing repetition. Char. 


BLUE MOON GIRLS (11) 
Dances, Songs 
19 Mins.; Full (Special) 


Academy 
Girlie flash with a_ burlesque 
touch. Costuming and scenery pro- 


mote, but the girls have a poor set 
of routines. Dances vary from solo 
work to group dancing by a line of 
10 girls. Quartet hoofing numbers 
also included and_= spotted free 
quently. 

An attempt is made at diversifi- 


cation in the hoofing numbers, but 
all have a touch of sa ness. 
Purlesque comes in through the 


menes 


abbreviated costumes and some of 
the cooch stuff. Bit of singing in- 
terspersed, solo and group, special 


naterial, is pretty bad 


When called upon to entertain, did 
a hot ‘blues’ song. 

Miriam Hopkins’ double follows 
with an acrobatic @ance and is in 
turn succeeded by the Keaton dou- 
ble for a comedy dance. Cagney 
double is the best hoofer of the 
lot, being okay at hock steps and 
featuring them with a rope skip- 
ping number while going up and 
down stairs. Carroll imitator closed 
with a tepid song number. Other 
pair, Garbo and Summerville, just 
atmosphere. 


BILL AARONSON 
Comedian 
11 Mins.; One 
Academy 

Aaronson is one of the Paul 
Whiteman audition prize winners, 
playing with the maestro up until 
coming in from Pittsburgh the last 
half for this date as a prelim to a 
Fanchon & Marco tour. 

Aaronson, 
Whiteman was at the Palace, could 
and should do a single. His spe- 
cialty, right out of the Whiteman 
presentation, makes a strong solo 


entry on its own. 


He is an impressionist of radio 
favorites. Opens with Russ Colum- 
bo, then does ‘Singin’ Sam,’ followed 


by Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie, 
Amos ’n’ Andy and Bing Crosby 
takeoffs, all tiptop. Columbo, his 


opener, is perhaps the weakest, but | 
+) 


was a managerial insistence at 1e 
Academy, where Columbo was a 
heavy click. All are excellent per- 


sonations. 

The radio thing, of course, makes 
it easy The names 
, hookups, and 
furthermore, by his vocal, 


dialog and comedy talents evidences 


for any place. 


on coast-to-coast 


Aaronson, 


are 


Wong | 


|show is 


Next week the house goes to 10 acts 
on a four-daily policy and pop scale, | 
marking the passing of a theatrical 
institution and a tradition from 
coast to coast. 

The current entertainment is 
the many 
the Palace has been the goal of 
specialty performers It has 
many weeks since the house saw a 
so inexpertly framed program. 
Most of the standard brand Palace 
type of presentation is pushed into 
the first half, a fairly smooth suc 
cession of varied specialties. Clos- 
intermission a attraction 
is Floyd 
Gibbons, doing a hastily patched 
melange of lecture with ] 
from the Sino-Jap war newsreel: 
and then a weak session of chat, 
made up of feeble gags and an aim- 
less, poorly paced ten minutes of 
talk. 

Proceedings wake up momentarily 
when the mob returns after 
smokes, but brodies again in 
spot where it ought to have 
bolstered up at any cost—next to 
closing. Team here is Charlie Jor- 
don and Johnny Woods, and their 
impasse at the Saturday afternoon | 
not chargeable to them in 
any sense. The boys, who have been 
doing well in minor spots under the 


an 
years | 
all 


been 


treak 


up 


picture cCilps 


the 


| billing of the Ballyhooligans, have a 


| 
| 


well-defined low comedy turn, use-| 


the | 


been | 


ful for a certain type of house, but| 


they do not qualify for the juicy} 


spot at the Palace, and putting them |} 


there makes it plain that the booker | 


doesn’t know his Palace mob. 

The Gibbons item is debatable. A 
name which is at the moment in the 
public eye might have been logically 
sold cn the strength of its value on 
the marquee, but the spotting of 
Jordan and Wood couldn’t be de- 


his piecemeal series of band num- 
bers, specialties and gag bits, best 
of the interludes being Danzi Good- 


ell's simple strut and a repeat for 
Mitchell and Durant. 

First half that laid the founda- 
tion for a satisfactory enough per- 
formance that was never realized 
was opened by Allan Mann with 
Dorothy Dell, eye-filling blonde 
blues singer from the ‘Follies,’ and 


the fast-stepping Helen O'Shea ina 





j 


} 


| 


neat song-and-dance interlude with 
special numbers and a nice collec - | 
tion of interesting stage ideas Miss 
Dell ipplants Rita White, a better 
Broadway billing possibility per- 
haps. but a loss in the contrast ol 
the missing brunet 

Ada Brown, No. 2, did well in an 
applause way with her singing of 
the real thing in spirited Negro re- 
vival numbers linishing with a 
great display of vocal fireworks and 
a bit of comedy stepping Comedy 
hecause of her ‘mammy’ get-up and 
bulk, 

Henry Santrey and band, Palace 
perennials, No. 3 to good returns, 


musical interludes 
Parade’ finale, 


tricks and freak 
and the ‘I Love a 


supplying sawdust atmosphere inj} 
the hippodrome finish with a girl | 
riding two galloping horses on a| 
treadmill. It’s not subtle, but in | 
No. 3 it wakes ’em up. 


Demarest had done the m.c’ing for 
the last two turns, working briskly 
and briefly, and now broke in for his 


own specialty and first try for 
laughs. He's strictly in the Palace 
manner, shrewd blending of rough 


low comedy and smart suggestion. 
Works with Estelle Collette, straight 


| violiniste, who foils with a ladylike 
hauteur that emphasizes Dema- 
rest’s clowning. Audience came up 


to breathe and for the first time gave 
evidence of friendly response. 

This made it nice for Rosetta 
Duncan, working with a pianist and 


\fended on any ground; for the boys| explaining the absence of Vivian by 
aren’t ready for the Palace and with| saying she had just been married ‘to 


| 
| 


| 
! 


| tributed to 


| state 


their act in its present unfinished |a 
an | ever-blooming 
As it happened, the| turns the trick in any setup and in 


wouldn't fit 
earlier niche. 
Gibbons name didn’t count for much 


except in 


(Nils Asther). The 
Topsy, as always, 


big Swede’ 


any situation. This time it’s by 


either, judging by the attendance at|means of a new group of songs by 


this show, house being less than half | Blanche ' 
filled downstairs, a fact which con-| d opsy routines, 
of!|in her alley 


the listless attitude 


Merrill, and the- familiar 
A capital bit right 


is ‘Queen of the May,’ 


ithe audience toward the whole stage | done in kid impersonation and pack- 
| 


|gamble on the newcomers, who un-| 


proceedings. The Palace is one of 


the 


audience to speak of. 


ing a laugh, 
those houses where the stage needs | Pickaninny : ( 
co-operation of the audience.| Pat Casey presides at the piano and 
On this occasion there wasn't any/|CO-operates in 
}a la Palace. 


and so is a sentimental 
number for the finale. 


confidential joshing 
Gibbons next and then 


Sensible thing to have done with} the Camel Hour for the customers. 


the situation would have been to 
switch William Demarest, 
m.c’ed the bill, into the late spot, 
swapping the No. 4 position with the 
radio burlesque boys. The bland 


who ball 


Mitchell 
rolling 
being 
special 
ties’ 


and Durant started the 
again after the news- 
the beneficiaries of a 
sketch buildep from ‘Vani- 
for their knockabout. Stage is 


| reel, 
| 


kidder from the ‘Vanities’ has the| set as an office with Demarest pos- 
| Palace quality of comedy and would|ing as a picture magnate, Miss Dun- 


have been a safe play instead of the 


' 


stenographer, Mitchell and Durant 


'der the circumstances were entitled | crashing as a couple of authors sell- 


ito a lighter assignment for their | ing a 








Palace debut, anyhow. 
The breakdown 


which was clean-cut vaudeville, 
even if it did lack punch. With a 
sock in the next to closing it would 
have been a standard entertainment. 
Lacking that sock, it went to pieces. 

Dave Apollon was saddled with 
the hopeless job of closing this list- 
less show after it had gone haywire 
and wasn’t up to the task, being in 
the third week of an engagement 
and up against it to rustle up new 
material. Result was a pretty com- 
plete muff with indifferent devisings 
patched up to stretch out the 20 





of the late end | mixed 
had no alibi in the earlier buildup, | pipes. 


script and acting out 
|goofy scenario with punishing falls 
with Mitchell's gorgeous 
Second laugh interlude to 
|fatten up an otherwise thin average. 
Rush. 


HIPPODROME 


With Par’s ‘One Hour with You’ 
featured, the Hipp Saturday after- 
noon held one of its biggest houses 
in a long while. Audience capacity, 
with a few standees, and standees 
are something this emporium hasn't 
seen in a long time. 

Vaude end this week came out of 





the rut it has been in during the 
past few weeks. Bill plays fast, de- 


sufficient versatility to slip in some | spite unusual running time, over 


particular local fav depending on 


| two hours. 


It is well knit together 


which sector of the country he plays. | 294, coupled with film, gives the 
: i Abel. | Hipp an all around pleasing bill. 


CARTER BRCS. REVUE (5) 
Singing, Dancing Flash 
13 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Grand Cpera House, N. Y. 

Emanated from Chicago original- | 
ly as a seven-people flash. Carter 
boys, looking like twins, carry the 
Dawn sisters, also probable duals, 
and a single dancer, Joan Olcott, 
who stands out and above the rest 
in a couple of fast, ably-executed 
numbers. A little better in value 
as a flash than the G.O.H. ordi- 
narily gets. 

Carters alternate with the Dawns 
in routines 


that have both youth | 


Miss Olcott spotting about the! 
middle and toward the end. Some 
comedy worked into routine by the | 


| boys, one of whom offers good pos- | 


as was observed when | 


sibilities as a laugh-developer. 


Char. 
SID WHITE 
Songs, Talk 
17 Mins.; One 
Grand Opera House, N. Y. 

Medium grade single with rou- 
tine of chatter and songs. While | 
not anywhere on the voice and in- 
effective on delivery, White man- | 
ages to score nicely with some of 


the gags carried. Passes for smaller 
time. 





On showing here, White double 
as m. illing a lot of laughs 
away from his regular spot that 


probably came out of his standard 


routine. This may have forced him 
to too much singing to fill. White 
ises pop arrangements of the re- 


cital ty n hope lyrics rather than 
sing, will carry numbers 
Char. i 


ne 
ability to 


Ove?’ 


| nice-looking 
| the art of legerdemain. 
|; routines that 
| turns. 
| chatter brightens up the turn. ‘Two 


P | type 
|and speed, if not a definite punch, | a on 


| dicap at 


| usual okay 


Opening spot is filled by Gwynne, 
chap, well versed in 
Has some 
new for magic 
performer and his 


look 
Smooth 


girls and a boy assist. 

Bernice and Foran in the deuce 
were the weakest link in the bill. 
Mixed youthful couple, whose forte 
is dancing, but who devote the ma- 


| jority of their time to tepid cross- 
| fire. 
handles her lines well. 


Girl plays dumb dora and 

In the trey spot The Briants held 
up strongly and handed an extra 
kick to the kids, who go for this 
of act. Their hoke acrobatics 
accomplished along the usual 
smooth lines. Act was under a han- 
the start when the cur- 
tain refused to up. 

Jean followed 
results. 


Granese for the 
Britt Wood was 
the smash act. His harmonica work 
found strong favor. Interspersed is 
some hoofing and a bit of gab, but 
it's Wood's ability to make the har- 
monica talk that makes the act. 

A novelty act of film star doubles, 
‘Hollywood on Parade’ (New Acts), 
nicely received, although the turn 
is still in the rough. Fred Lightner 


and Koselia spotted next to closing 
and a smart turn, although Light- 
ner’s patter was too fast at times 
for this audience. Lightner is a 
hard worker with a shrewd sense of 
low comed Miss Rosella foils for 
Lightner as a straight, and toward 
the finish doubles on the pipes. 
Clifford Wayne Indians closed. 
Three girls and three men, all in In-| ‘ 
dian get-up, for songs and dances. | 
Work fast, but with the exception 
of one routine show nothing out of 


the ordinary 


'can as a, star, and Miss Dell as the 


the 





G. O. H. 


Ideal way to cover the show here, 


for entertainment or for other rea- 
sons, is to precede it with a spa- 
ghetti dinner and plenty of garlic. 
House’ several times has been 
stench-bombed. That is hardly 
needed. If not garlic-filled on going 
in the whiff may come from both 
sides. The theatre is the only one 


in New York playing vaudeville that 


is entirely non-union. It’s been that 
way for many years 

A low overhead operation, the 
saving on stagehands and operators 
no doubt counts Show now and 
then includes doubk ‘atures along 
with a stage show In such cases, 
as for current half week, vaudeville 
is cut to three acts. Sometimes 


there are four with two pictures 
when the features aren't too long 
and too costly When single fea- 
tures are in, stage show runs either 
four or five acts. That's usually on 
| second halves 

On mats, whether with or with- 
out double features, house is scaled 


| 
thanks to fast succession of comedy } 





at a 25c top, and 35c evenings To 
the patronage it draws that’s prob- 


aby enough. But at the same time 
buying enough of 2 show to suit. 
Currently the stage lights up for 


three acts, full-stagers opening and 
closing, with a team between. : 
Twain in middle, Lang and Law- 


ley, two men with voices. that 
greatly overtop their attempts at 
ecmedy, recently were playing RKO. 
They did 17 minutes down here, 
much too long for a turn of this 
calibre. Half of the combination 


doing a semi-wop character has the 
sales ability as a comedian, but 
lacks the material, which if ob- 
tained would greatly strengthen 
their chances. Much of the singing 
is broken by interruptions looking 
for laughs that are hard to find. 
Saturday afternoon the team did a 
harmony double for an _ encore, 
showing the best they have on that. 

Opener, Earl Mountain and Co., 
formerly Mountain, Dixon and Co. 
A small-timey skit of five people 
built around a couple of boys run- 
ing a country grocery store, one of 
whom must marry that certain 
daughter in order to inherit 10 g's. 
Routine is hokey-pokey, with se™g 
and dance numbers run in clumsily. 
A sis team stands out in a couple of 
leggery exhibitions. 

The other act in full, Andre De 
Val and Co. (New Acts) has a weak 
start, but a fairly strong finish, a 


four-way adagio, which, though 
long, sends it across. 

Twins on the screen are ‘Man 
Who Played God’ (WB) and ‘Play 
Girl (FN). Char. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Bill this week is oddly assembled 
in that it opens with two boys and 
a girl singing and dancing, two boys 
and a girl singing and music, and 
two boys in music and talk, fol- 
lowed by the two full-stage acts, 
with 3enny Rubin all through. 
However, the styles are sufficiently 
different not to conflict, and the 
show slid over nicely for an hour 
and a half, including the overture. 


Opener is Gloria Lee and the 
Scherr Boys, starting with a trio 
dance highlighted by a jump gplit 
to the shoulders of the boys for a 
climax. Miss Lee back for some 
acrobatic work and spelled by the 
boys in a drunk dance which got 
over, theugh no better than aver- 
age. At the finish the boys wear 
minstrel suits, and Miss Lee utilizes 
the color absorption effect to do a 
mulatto. That helped the act to a 
good exit. 

Benny Rubin to announce that he 
is going to m.c., tells a couple of 
jokes and paves the way for Rus- 
sell, Marconi and Jerry. The two 
men, with their violin and accor- 
dion playing, form the bulk of. the 
act, but the girl brightens the turn, 
looks well and can take her share of 
the chatter. 


Freda and Palace run through 
their usual routine in Italian dia- 
lect, and get together with Rubin 
for a mixed dialect threesome that 
is more of a hit than the routine 
turn, chiefly because it is not rou- 
tine. 

Gracella and Theodore do two 
adagio selections, opening with the 
‘Sleeping Beauty’ panto and wind- 
ing up with a Tarzan which seems 
to be new. In this the girl is 
brought in by two huge apes, res- 
cued by Tarzan, but again assafled 
by the gorillas and leaps from the 
roof of an African kraal to her 
partner’s arms for the finish. Jg 








| 


. 


between a cat and dog duet between 
two of the troupe to permit the set 
to be made. Turn is nicely finished 
and goes over in a big way 


tubin takes seven minutes here 
to permit a shift and offers mostly 
familiar jokes. He had the crowd 
right with him all the time. His 
outstanding bits were the trombone 
playing and the music cue recita- 

| tion. 

Closer is the Mangean troupe, 
now billed ; ‘International’ by vVire 
tue of the fact that the members 

re dressed as representatives of 
different races, But the tricks are 

hout the same, with a number of 
ensational tosses from the teeter 
‘Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 39) 


board with a prop camel used in 
place of the more familiar settee 
er chair. They pack a lot of work 
into eight minutes without stallirg. 

Film fare is Barbara Stanwyck 
in ‘Shopworn’ (Col), ‘Sharks and 
siwordfish,’ a Metro fishing short, 
ind the Metrotone news, which on 


Saturday showed a comprehensive 
sequence on the Chelsea piers fire! 
of the day before House full on 


the second show and starting to fill 
rcain at seven o'clock. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 








Her limitations, in the _ typical 
vaudeville manner, are defined by 
her material, but she can skip 
along safely as is. 

Senor Zelaya, a product of Mexico, 
| continues to demonstrate with what 
j}utter simplicity of hokum an audi- 
ence may be persuaded to believe 
that it is the only vaudevlile audi- 
ence in the world which will sit 
through classic piano renditions. 
And after all his deriding of popu- 
lar music the senor chooses to get 
himself off with ‘Just One More 
Chance.’ To a good hand, inci- 
dentally. 

Closing was ‘Living Jewelry,’ 
posing act with a dance team and 
a song duo working in front. Wear 
and tear on trappings has dimmed 





Chicago, May 7. ' 
this vaude bill is, 
Six blondes 


Color scheme of 


the best thing about it. 
and as many red heads in four of 
the five turns. But for box office | 
purposes those bright tresses mean | 
nothing. 

Ssther Ralston and Harry Lang- 
don divide top honors and the Frank 
and Milt Britton bunch take sec-| 
ondary billing to supply the one and 
only punch on the show. 

Just vaudeville, even though good, 
has ceased to mean anything where | 
there is no b. o. attraction. Lang- | 
con's routine of talk is not nearly 
as funny as anything he’s done in| 
the past. Only thing that remains} 
is his style and mugging. With no 
real comedy on the bill up to this 
point Langdon failed to come 
through with the expected sock, His 
bits with Lillian White approached 
a somewhat belated attempt to get 
that big laugh over but which only 
got as far as the midrift. Talking 
was never Langdon’s long suit and 
here he is doing more than he 
should, possibly side stepping -the 
issue of his mugging and eccentric- 
panto personality with which he’s 
been identified for years. 


Miss Ralston apparently decided 
to take no chances on her own abil- 
ity as a performer, although she has 
nothing to worry about at any time, 
and surrounded herself with a fast 
lineup of redheads, who are spe- 
cialty girls all the way. Presence 

~ Eddie Prinz in the lineup is no 

rawback either, with Prinz not only 

accounting for himself with a couple 
of corking dance routines, but re- 
sponsible for a similar stepping 
spree by the blonde screen girl, 
which won't be anticipated. 


Aerial acts at the Palace are not 
as commonplace as they used to be 
and Lya and Wolf had to turn over 
some unusual tricks to get across 
the footlights. Girl here was first 
of the ensuing parade of blondes, 
working the trapeze in a smooth and 
workmanlike manner. Opening act 
could be speeded up for better re- 
sults. Four Golden Blondes, sub 
billed as ‘Jest Girls,’ looked like the 
runaway four in skirts. These girls 
have been around for some time 
with several acts, but new around 
here. Material is much better for 
Broadway than Main street. Femmes 
compose a talented group, but a bit 
too fast for the hinterlands. They 
do everything from straight har- 
monizing to burlesquing of radio 
names and even go in for a dramatic 
character number that will have 
most pit orchestras worried. 


That Britton Gang literally mopped 
up on the closing end. Hoke band 
was a loud guffaw from start to fin- 
ish, with Gene Cory, the gag vio- 
linist, smacking ’em all over the 
place. More lumber broken up on 
the stage in this act than in a Can- 
adian camp, but great for laughs. 





| Katz neighborhooder 


the act’s previous flash, but the 
male member of the dance team 
compensates for this by wearing 


one of the scantest adagio step-ins 
ever seen in vaudeville. 

There being a piano single on 
the bill, the pit leader lengthened 
the overture by playing a piano solo 
hitnself. Bang. 


CONGRESS, CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 65. 
this Balaban & 
in the shape 
of from five to six-act showing bills 
every Wednesday night, making it 
the second preview spot in town. 
Other is RKO’s at the Kedzie. Not 
exactly opposition, with the Con- 
gress showings primarily aimed by 
the William Morris office at Fan- 
chon & Marco and B. & K. 
Just the same both houses are 
being covered by the same bookers, 
although many, of the acts repeat. 
Bookers’ argument is that every act 
should be seen at least several times 
in order to get a fair chance and 
welcome the opportunity of more 
than one showing house. At one 
time there were three in town, and 
from the way it looks now there 
may be a couple of more added to 
the Kedzie and Congress this sum- 
mer, 
Showings here are on an equitable 
basis from the actors’ viewpoint, 
with Harry Singer, representing 
F. & M:, coming in every week from 
Milwaukee for a look. Acts seen 
are by no means amateurish. Most 
are standard turns, either with new 
combinations or new material. All 
this is tipped off to the audience by 
Abe Platt, house manager, in a 
stage speech, which may or may not 
be the right angle. However, the 
house is doing business on these 
showings and that’s what counts. 
The acts aren’t paid for anything 
outside of baggage right now. 

New policy clicked right away, 
with the second week just as big. 
Considering the size of the house, 
over 3,000 seats, that’s going some, 
although a drawback in hearing 
talking acts from the balcony or 
main rear. Acoustics are none too 
good as it ts, while another handi- 
cap for acts working close to the 
apron is the concave foots which 
throw shadows where shadows 
shouldn’t be. Only way to get 
around that is to step back a little. 

With B. & K. desiring to keep the 
overhead down as much as possible, 
a way out for a stage crew was 
found, with only acts in ‘one’ used. 
House has a deep stage, but for the 
past few years in straight pictures 
has had the screen fastened in a 
stationary spot. On the musicians’ 
end there are six men in the pit, 
headed by Art Frasik, formerly with 
RKO at the Belmont and later the 
Palace. 

Last week’s bill counted only five 


Vaude back in 





Both the Brittons take a back seat 
in the jamboree, leaving it to Cory 
and Tito, another one of their lads, 
to carry on, which they do to the 
pitch of exhaustion. This turn 
turned out to be a life saver for the 
show. 


More than the usual opening day 
number of waits, probably due to 
the several full stage layouts. No 
headache for the manager to com- 
pute this week's time table. It’s a 
fast running show, clocking less 
than an hour and a half, and maybe 
it will look bettter with more peo- 
ple in the house. 

Usual fill-ins from trailers and 
newsreels, topped by the feature, 
‘Devil’s Lottery’ (Fox). Span, 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 2. 

Don Zelaya, monologing pianist, 
who contends from the stage that 
he has changed his act somewhat 
since he first played Los Angeles 
20 years ago, heads an RKO unit 
of immaterial boxoffice substance. 
“Smbined with ‘Impatient Maiden’ 
(Universal) it afforded the RKO 
mild attendance Monday night even 
though a diamond ring, on which 
chances had been distributed for 
one week was handed to a jubilant 
young lady f.om the stage. This 
was a week’s build-up concentrated 
on Monday night attendance, 
Orantos, three gentlemen 
hand-to-hand and head 
2 ng tidbits, started the 
ke shuws are started. Then 
Mesetere and Grace, man and girl 
eon song and chatter nonsense in- 
eccentric dancing, 





with 
bal- 
show 


%<,\@ 


erste trk led by 


proeve@ afver several minutes that 

we Miss Crapce has discovered 
wit pudeville audiences like in 
ber ay at Clowwelng from the ladies. 


turns, but with the exception of 
one turned out some good, playable 
material, Four Jacks, male singing 
group, were supposed to open, but 
objected and were handed the sec- 
ond groove. Didn’t make any dif- 
ference. It’s the old type of har- 
mony quartet that passed out long 
ago. 

Bob Witt took the ante corner 
and walked off easily with this 
audience after trying out on them 
a variety of hillbilly instruments, 
including even a _ butcher knife. 
Witt knows his musical contrap- 
tions and is » ticularly potent with 
some gimmicked up traps and 
drums. 

Four Covans, next, turned out the 
fast and clever dancing foursome 
from the Coast, where they have 
worked for F. & M. for years. It’s 
the same double combination and 
rapid paced as ever. B. & K. 
booked this act into the Uptown 
this week. 

Kane and Hazelton, formerly 
Kane and Ellis, mopped up in the 
pre-shut spot. Still good, for the 
smaller houses especially. Miss 
Hazelton is a welcome replacement 
in the act, but on no account should 


she sing numbers like “Yiddishe 
Mamma,’ particularly in a house 
like this. Armand and _ Perez, 
knockabout acrobats, recently at 


the Oriental, looked good enough 
for further booking on the closing 
end here. Boys don’t stall in their 
routine and have some particularly 
attractive and punchy tricks. 





If business continues it might not | 


| be a bad idea to spread the vaude 
;} to more than one day. Neighbor- 
|} hood is not as fertile for theatre 
| nee as it used to be, but there 


| is still trade to be enticed if the 
Sat: is there. There is a free auto 
| park around the corner for patrons 


} of the house. Scale runs up to 40c 
‘with but one show a night starting 


| MASTBAUM 


(Continued from page 35) 


voice begins picking out the celebs. 
As the names of the couples are 
called, spotlight %s flashed on them. 
they stop dancing and go to their 
tables in the pit. That gets them 
out of the way in routine time and 
doesn’t clutter up the stage for the 
rest of the performers. The lady 
‘doubles’ looked good; Jean Harlow, 
Clara Bow and Joan Crawford al- 
most the McCoy, from the Mezza- 
nine. A good stunt put over neatly. 

Mastbaum girls on next as the 
cocoanettes for a regular routine in 
face and fringe get-up of the lamp- 
shade variety. Wells, Mordecai and 
Taylor follow with number of fast 
and furious dance steps, put over 
with class. Zlzz Black, acting 
as m.c., calls on Milton Charles and 
brings him up before the mike for a 
song. Ballet comes on in tulle eve- 
ning gowns. With the changing 
colors of the footlights creating a 
striking effect. 

*ansy Sanborne starts his curi- 
ous entrances, always good for a 
laugh and then his fine pantomime 
and work on the xylophone builds 
his act to a real comedy feature. 

Mastbaum orchestra has its inn- 
ing on the stage when David Ross 
takes the baton. An arrangement 
of ‘Home’ as Rachmaninoff, Kreis- 
ler, Sousa, Gershwin and _ Ross 
would do it. 

Cliff Edwards on next, using a 
platform over the pit. He scored 
neatly in the quiet way he put over 
his puns, stories and tunes. Came 
back a couple of times, always for 
a strong hand. Show closes with 
the girls parading. Then there is a 
rather unnecessary tie-up with tele- 
vision with a scene high back of 
mother and dad listening or looking 
in over their set and lots of flashes 
from the radio towers. 

Milton Charles’ mother day offer- 


ing was ‘My Mom,’ and then his 
regular song-fest. Picture is ‘Two 
Seconds’ (FN). Waters. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 6 

Getting the top billing for the 
personals currently is Anna May 
Wong, just a dot in the long list of 
in-person showings that this house 
and its sister spot, the Chicago, 
have had in the past few months. 
There’s nothing here currently to 
indicate any strength at the front 
gate, and from the first show’s half- 
filled theatre it’s likely that the 
house will revert this week to its 
home in the red. Big business is 
being done at the Chicago, where 
‘Three’s a Crowd’ revue is midget- 
ing. And down at the Tivoli the 
tab version of ‘Zombie’ is starting 
a three-week neighborhood ride for 
Balaban & Katz. 

The Loew unit having laid off last 
week for ‘Zombie,’ the Fanchon & 
Marco presentation does the en- 
forced vacation act this week. This 
one is ‘Forward March’ and full of 
meaty material, delivering itself as 
a unit with much talent and bulk. 
The only strictly presentation angle 
is the chorus, and these 12 femmes 
rate as a cinch act themselves, 
turning out a trio of routines that 
can stand on their own. 

They open on a strong tap and 
march number that ends in a flood 
of paim-smackng for the drill and 
radium sequence. Gals are back 
later towards the center of the show 
to toss off a hotcha tap routine, 
both ensemble and challenge. 

On the act end were Terrell and 
Fawcett, ace turn of the show, their 
knockabout comedy and roughhouse 
clowning hitting this audience in 
the ribs. The boys had to speech 
themselves off. They’ve gotten their 
falls and tumbles down to a nifty 
comedy science; it’s possible to 
clock the laughs in advance. The 
Six Candreva Brothers tooting a 
sextet of cornets in a pleasant musi- 
cal novelty routine, ranged nicely 
from jazz to opera and finished the 
presentation on their march tune. 

One of the best-trained dog turns 
is the act of Loyalta Arabian Stal- 
lions. That stallions line gets its 
basis for the opening makeup as 
tiny horses, the dogs impersonating 
ponies in a take-off of a regular cir- 
cus horse turn. Act is skillfully 
paced, mixing up comedy and 
straight stunts to build the entire 
routine to the closing jumping num- 
ber. Particularly effective is the 
feature dog’s wire-balancing trick. 

Anna May Wong walked into a re- 
ception and completely omitted the 
opening welcome talk, which was a 


point in her favor. She sang two 
songs in Chinese and a couple in 
English. First show she worked in 


front of a mike. Miss Wong doesn’t 
need it; the mechanical equipment 
distorted her voice. When she 
moved away from the mechanism 
she came across the footlights in a 
better and more entertaining man- 
ner. Bowed nicely by voicing her 
thanks in several languages, but 
omitted the Italian, which caused 
some of the obstreperous members 





at 8:45, with a community singing 
spree induced by the pit orchestra 
under Frasik. 

Okay for the acts to be showing 
here as long as they get serious 
cons. iteration from the bookers and 
are covered every week, otherwise 
the whole thing would be a gag. 

Span, 





| isfactory. 


of the audience to demand ‘How 
About Eyetalian?’ But she finished 
with a Jewish greeting and: called 
it an act. 

Eextras on the lineup were the 
Preston Sellers organlog, standard 
here; ‘Screen Snapshots’ (Col) and 
an overture led by Verne Buck, now 
in charge of this pit band. Buck 
has this orchestra working smooth- 
ly at present, both on its own and 
with the acts. He is an established 
dance orchestra leader in this town 
and his presence in the pit counts 
for something. Feature is ‘Woman 
in Room 13’ (Fox). Gold. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, May 7. 

Nice average show here this week 
with nothing startling on the stage 
end, but everything sufficiently sat- 
‘Fine Feathers’ is the 
name of the Fanchon & Marco unit 
and just to be different it actually 
stresses the bird motif. 

Theatre goes a bit out of its way 
to build up for the stage end. Fred- 
die Mack’s pit men are rearranged 
and have done away with jazz for 
the time being, the orchestra at- 
tempting symphonic effect. Medley 
of Victor Herbert’s numbers is not 
the happiest selection in the world 
for symphony orchestration but the 
lads put their point over pretty 
well, 

Also theatre is now beginning to 
splurge on George Kay, who is 
being built into a definite b.o. aid. 
He is an usher (not a plant) who 
asked for the chance to sing a 
number couple months back. His 
pipes are okay, though needing a 
bit more training, and the kid has 
been used with the organ every 
week since. He’s limited to one 
number, which is smart, and has 
actually begun to mean something 
to the customers, his appearance 
Saturday afternoon bringing an 
ovation. Theatre has bought the 
kid a new uniform with more gold 








braid than the other lads get, 
doubled his usher’s salary and is 
billing him outside and in. But it'll 
take more than gold braid to hold 
him. 

‘Fine Feathers,’ by Gae Foster, 
opens with a fair swan number by 
the 12 girls, leading into a beautiful 
travesty on the ‘Dying Swan,’ by 
Edna Covey. Novelle Brothers with 
their acrobatics and whistling con- 
tinue the train of thought. Their 
chatter at the beginning didn’t carry 
beyond the third row and was com- 
pletely lost, but the whistling bit 
was a natural. 

Emilie and Romaine are a good 
adagio team, but not colorful 
enough in action to get their mes- 
sage over effectively. Maybe it’s 
that the bird costumes don’t espe- 
cially hang on the particular num- 
ber they’re using. Earl La Vere 
and Mildred Byram were a last- 
minute substitution for Joe and 
Jane McKenna, working effectively 
in one outside an extra smart cur- 
tain. La Vere is a crowd-pleasing 
comic and Miss Byram an eye-fill- 
ing lass who handles straight with 
the best of them. 

For a close the gals do a dance 
routine atop six-foot ladders, scram- 
bling up and off a bit too exr »rtly. 
It looks easier than it is, and 
thereby loses half the effect, but 
sufficiently strong to close neatly. 

‘Trial of Vivienne Ware’ (Fox) on 
the sheet, wide screen for ‘Movie- 
tone News’ (Fox) and a cartoon 
short, and capacity biz for the first 
afternoon show. Kauf. 


MINNESOTA 


Minneapolis, May 6. 

With two stage shows each week 
in addition to the pictures and 
overture presentations, the Minne- 
sota leaves no cause for complaint. 
The extra show is staged by the 
theatre itself and consists of two 
locally recruited vaudeville acts and 
several numbers by the orchestra 
on the stage. Auditions are held 
by the theatre weekly to obtain the 
talent. Lou Breese, orchestra di- 
rector and m.c. and Harold Kaplan, 
house manager, stage the shows. 

For their initial show, called ‘Hot 
Cha,’ Breese and Kaplan succeeded 
in lining up a pair of pleasing acts, 
contributed by five young men, a 
trio of crooners and a team of tap 
dancers. The commendable feature 
was lack of amateurishness. Per- 
formers were neat appearing and 
personable and their routines, while 
not extraordinary, proved accepta- 
ble to the audience and evoked good 
response. 

Breese, as master of ceremonies, 
announced to the audience, after a 
brief hot number by the hand on 
a stage platform, that the theatre 
was presenting ‘its awn little show,’ 
then introduced ‘The Three Shades 
of Blue’ as local high school lads 
who have scored over WCCO. The 
trio impressed by their appearance. 
Two pop selections were crooned 
and hummed nicely through mega- 
phones. 

A medley of pop numbers by the | 
band wound up with Breese strum- | 
ming on the mandolin. Concluding 
act was the two Erhardt Brothers, 
clad in blue coats and white striped 
trousers. Whirling and toe taps 
were their best steps and merited 
the hand. 

Prior to the stage show the band, 
with Breese conducting, worked in 
the pit, offering a succession of ef- 
fective arrangements of ‘Dixie’ as 
an overture. Good. Paramount 





| Kiddie Air Hour 


(Continued from page 1) 


three to 15 years in age, have been 
selected from the thousands wio 
write for cards admitting them to 
the weekly auditions. Twenty 
children and their adoring Mammas. 
That makes the difference. Whiie 
Junior is over in one corner trying 
to break a.leg off the piano, Mamina 
pursues officials with last minute 
advice, or reminds the accompanist 
to play the second chorus softly for 
the dramatic patter. Susan’s mother 
is annoyed at Susan who is about to 
cry because she can’t find her music. 
Tommy has misplaced hie tap shoes, 
The mother of last week’s winncr 
tracks down Mr. Douglas as he 
nears escape to the control room. 

‘So you'll tell me a few words 
for my little girl to say when she 
thanks you for the cake.’ 

Futile Rehearsals 


An hour’s rehearsals precedes the 





program scheduled for Sunday 
mornings at 11 o'clock, rehearsal 


that is futile for the tiniest babies 
who want to be Colombos, Smiths 
and Crosbys. In the midst of their 
routines they’ve apt to become ab- 
sentminded and wander away from 
the mike. Another youngster may 
attract their attention and lure 
them into a game of patty-cakes 
before an embarrassed mother can 
yank him off the floor. A four- 
year-old who urges the river to 
stay away from her docr may dra- 
matize her plea with gestures and 
vehemence to sud¢enly want to get 
that certain room down the cor- 
ridor. 

Urbanely free of mike-fright, an 
embryo Jessell will suddenly be- 
come bored with it all. 
the moments when sound balancers 
rush from the conirols and silently, 
gently, but firmly, direct attention 
back to etherizing. Those are also 
the reasons why sound balancers 
smile rarely, sigh a great deal, and 
have wrinkles at 30. 

Broadcasts, alive with worried 
under-currents, are dulcet com- 
pared to preliminary auditions held 
on Saturday mornings. Though the 
contestants are now limited to 35, 
at least 75 hopefuls may be counted 
on to show up, claiming official ad- 
mission. 

CBS officials know no fury lke 
that of a mother whose young has 
been barred from competition. 
Each knows her child is a genius, 
and genius should be heard. What 
though she neglected to write for 
an audition blank—How can people 
be so mean to a little child?’ 

Wear and Tear 


At its inception, several years 
ago, the H&H program issued a 
wholesale invitation to youngsters 
who wanted to air their talents. 
Those were the days when they 
stormed the studio, 2,000 strong. 
Sponsors were delighted. Here was 
the surest evidence of a successful 
campaign. But advertising excite- 
ment was found not to be worth the 
wear and tear on the _ réception 
room, or on the frayed nerves of 
program arrangers. 

Though the contestants have 
been gradually reduced in num- 
bers, their intensity is undimin- 
ished. Apparently every infant 
around greater New York is radio 
conscious. They all have their lit- 
tle parlor tricks. Radio has be- 
come the incubator for the talent 
of tomorrow. 


KEITH, ST. L., DROPS VAUDE 


RKO Keith's, St. Louis, drops 
vaudeville May 19 and changes to 
straight pictures for the summer. 

The St. Louis house is one of the 
principal spokes in RKO’s middle 
western wheel. 








Slants’ and, after that, the Fan- 
chon-Marco idea, ‘Art Gallery.’ This 
latter was practically a_ straight 
succession of vaudeville acts, head- 
ed by the familiar Paul Sydell and 
his remarkable balancing dogs. 
‘Art Gallery’ is distinguished by 
t.e living statues in the interior 
art museum setting. In bronze and 
silver, they descend from their 
pedestals to offer acrobatic and 
adagio numbers of average quality. 
Fourteen people participate in this 


act, which provides the idea with 
its flash and color. In respect te 
the latter, however, as well as to 
general entertainment value, the 
idea rates below most of its pre- 
slecessors, 

Opening setting in ‘two’ repre- 


sents the art museum exterior and, 
in addition to Sydell, a trio of male 
hard-shee dancers and Eddie Cole. 
German dialect comedian, with lis 
old Chariie Chaplin silent reel, per- 
form before the curtain. 

‘Sky Bride’ (Par) feature, pleased 
but did not prove a draw. Audience 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (May 14) 
THIS WEEK (May 7) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Inc.cate opening aay ef 
show, whether ful! or split week 











RKO 


NEW YORK CITY, Evans & Mayer 

Palace (14) = 
Will Oakland ATLANTA 
Joe Laurie Jr Co Keith’s (14) 
(Others 7. fill) Honey Family 

dé . = 

Allan Mann Co ye ge redlns — e 
Ada Brown * a a 
Dave Apollon Rove & Maye Rev 
Wm Demarest (7) 
Rosetta Duncan Wills & Davis 
Floyd Gibbons Marcellus Dancers 














CHARLES V. YATES AGENCY 
MATTY ROSEN, MGR. 


Booking with Loew, F. & M., Warner, 
Publix, Radio, Talkies, 
Suite 701, 1619 Broadway, New York 
Phone COlumbus 5-0033 
Associates: Ihil Coscia—Bert Lawrence 

















Mitchell & Durant 
Jordan & Woods 


BOSTON 
Keith's (14) 


Henry Santrey Co Ann Greenway 

Coliseum Jack Usher Co 

Ist half (14-17) George E Stone 
Mills Kirk & M Glad Rags 
(Three to fill) (7) 
2d half (18-20) Christensens 


Ward Wilson A & F Steadman 
(Three to fill) Mme Frances Alda 
2d half (11-13) Mills Kirk & M 
Andressens Frank Richardson 

Ryan & Noblette BUFFAIO 
Billy House Co Hippodrome (14) 
Peter Higgins Large & Morgner 
Lewis “& Ames Joe Herbert Co 


Doc Baker’s Co Toto 
Fordham Swanee & Daly 

ist half (14-17) Al K Hall Ce 
Jack Mulhail (7) 
Earl Lindsay Rev Crystal 3 
(Two to fill) Will Aubrey 

2d haif (18-26) Kitty Doner 
King Bros & Cully Stewart & Lash 
Trini Glorious Girls 


(Three to fill) 

2d half (11-13) 
Dave Winnie & 
Grace Hayes 
Joe Penner 
Porcelain Romance 
(One to fill) 
Hippodrome (14) 
Wing Wah Tr 
Bernard & Gurney 


CEDAR KAPLDS 
Paramount 

Ist half (14-16) 

Richard Wally 


Lew Pollock Co 
CHICAGO 
Kedzie 
Ist half (14-15) 
Brooks & Franklin 


BLACKSTONE 
Booked Solid for RKO 
Dir.: Wm. Diamond, james Plunkett OMee 














Tou Cameron Co 
Vogues of 1932 
(Two to fill) 


Rita Royce Co 
Coscia & Verdi 
Senator Murphy 


(Three to fill) Palace (14) 
(7) Roxy Theatre Ens 
Jack Gwynne Co Ray Hulinege 


Bernice & Foran Buster West Ce 


Braints Rasch Ens 
Jeane Granese Leo Carillo 
Britt Wood (7) 


Lya & Wolf 
4 Golden Blondes 
Esther Ralston 
Harry. Langdon 
F & M Britton 

CINCINNATI 

Albee (14) 
DeLong Sis 
Petit & Douglas 
Bert Lytell Co 
Carl Shaw Co 
4 Freshmen F & M Britton 
Dixon & Cornell (7) 
Rae Samuels Rasch Ballet 
George Beatty Ray Huling 
Edwards’ Co Alice White 
Kenmore Buster West 

2d half (11-13) CLEVELAND 
Case Bros & Marie Palace (14) 
Brooks & Murray Lou Lockette Co 
Chester Fredericks | Eddie White 
Ethelind Terry B & J Brown 
Bob Hope Co Ben Bernie Bd 


Hollywood Stars 
Fred Leightner 
Clifford Wayne Co 

BROOKLYN 

Albee (14) 
Doe Baker’s Co 
Britt Wood 
Milton Berle 
Hal Sherman 
Pola Negri 

(7) 





Madison (7) 
ist half (14-17) DeW'lf M'itc'if & F 








Conquering Audiences 


Tough 


or Otherwise 


JACK POWELL 
Sponsored by LEDDY & SMITH 




















A & F Steadman 
© Fredericks Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d halt (18-26) 
Muriel Kaye Co 
Russ Brown 
Jack Mulhall 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (11 13) 
Russian Revels 
Casa & Lehn 
B ly Wara Co 
‘larry Savoy 
Will Oakland 
ALBANY 


Small & Maye 
Pola Negri 
Al Trahan 
Roxy Theatre Ens 
105th St. (14) 
The Kitayamas 
Cole Bros 
Hugh Skelly 
Leary & (Craven 
ta) 
3 Cossacks 
Al Abbott 
Raymond Wilbert 
Sid Marion 
B& R Goman 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (14) 


4 Casting Stars 


es Ist half (14-17) 
Pham & Sidare 
“on Janney 
‘ Po. fill) gs A phaats 
~G half (18-20) tem , ee , , 
Hill & Hoffman —- 7 =o 
‘ihree to fill) } » . Re } 
<@ half ¢ 11-132) — soe _ sag 
Ann Prite hard Sunk it Nelsor x 
Harry Webb Rewes 1 mine . 
riurst & 7 ee 4 ir EP 
Russ Seon DAVENPORT 
Tote Orpheum 


Yat 
vray Fam 
‘uller Rawson & D 


\KRON 
Palace 


nist halt (7-10) [kK Normar 
ong Sis 2a half «18 v) 
tdi White Lorraine & Digbs 
CK Whiting Bob Albright 
'K Hall Co Hilton Ss 
“4 half (11-13) | 2a half (11-13) 
via & Clements Richard Wall 
‘ary & Craven 'Cillette & PR yrds 


Bert Lyteil Co Lew Pollock Coa 








DENVER 
Keith’s (14) 
ernon Rathburn 
xdith Bow 
Rockwell 


sso-4 


| 
Mangean Girls 


| Fred Keating 


Adelaide Hall 


| Howard Fine & H 


DES MOINES 
Orpheum 

Ist half (14-17) 
Lorraine Digby 


; Bob Albright 


Hilton Sis 
2d half 418-20) 


| Nee Wong 
| Faber & Ford 


Dave Jones & P 
2d half (11-13) 
Gray Fam 
Fuller Rawson & D 
Karyl Norman 
DETROIT 
Holly wood 
Ist half (15-18) 
Fiesta of Mexico 
Hii & D Downing 
d half (19-21 
Boyle & Della 
= Via Ciemence 
2d half (12-14) 
Clyde Hager 
(One to fill) 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (14) 
Lya & Wolf 


| Rio Smith & A 


Mike Ames 
Lake Harris & H 
Stamm & Darnell 
Sims & Bailey 
Hutchins & Smith 
6 Franklins 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (14) 
Bob Stickney 


; Maker & Redford 


Singer's Midgets 
(7) 
Fortunello & Cirill 

Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Anatole‘s Showboat 
LITTLE ROCK 
Pulaski (14) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Harrison & Elmo 
Sunkist Nelson 
Royal t yenos 
(7) 
Lohse & Sterling 


| Billy Farrell & D 
Gillette & Richards | 


Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 
LINCOLN 
Stuart (16) 
Paul Yocan Co 
Frank Devoe Co 
108 ANGELES 
Hillstreet (14) 
6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 
Donatella Bros Co 
Barry & Whitlege 
(7) 


Ch'ppele & Carlet’n 


Krugel & Robles 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 
MADISON, WIS. 


Orpheum 
2a half (17-20) 
Richard Wally 


Gillette & Richards 


Lew Pollock Co 
Princeton & Renee 
MEMPHIS 
Loew's State 
Ist half (12-14) 

Joe Kelso Co 
Roy & Romero Rev 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Evans & Mayer 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (14) 
3 French Misses 
June Carr Co 
Nick Lucas 
Willie West & McG 
(7) 
Reems Rio & K 
Gracie Barry 
Larry Rich 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (13) 
Chelm St Orr Co 
H'ward S’delle & B 
Mediey & Duprey 
Yoki Japs 
NEWARK 
Keith’s (14) 
Lamb Bellit Co 
Porcelain Romance 
(Three to fill) 
(7) 
Earl Lindsay Rev 
Cole Bros 


| Lewis Mack Co 


Gaston Palmer 
Kate Smith 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (14) 


i Lohse & Sterling 
| Billy Farrell & D 


Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 
(7) 
Honey Fam 
bon Santo & Exie 
V & E Stanton 
Roye & Maye Rey 
OAKLAND 
Keith’s (14) 
Ebony Follies 
Healy & Cross 
W & G Abhern 
A & M Havel 
(7) 
6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 
Donatella Brose Co 
Barry & Whit 
OMAHA 
Keith's (14) 
Mangean Girls 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 
fe 
Roh Stieknex 
Maker & Redford 
S cer’ a Midae te 
PATERSON 
fk eith’s 


iege 


4-17) 


d Wiisen 


inder Kross 

and ° t w 
PORTLAND 
Keith’e (14) 


Rosette & lattmar 








Hlarris & Brookins 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Devito & Denny 


Gloria Lee & H 2 


Victor Oliver 

Nan Halperin 

Cass Mack & Ower 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (14) 


| Winnie & Dolly 


Ada Brown 


| Lander Bros 
;} Allen & Hoover 


Christensens 
(One to fill) 
(7) 


| Glad Rags 


Kay Hamilton 
Faber & Ford 


Ned Norworth Co 
| Hal Sherman 


A & J. Corelli 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (14) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 

Neal Sis 

Rath Bros 

Johnny Perkins 
(17) 

Johnny Dove Co 

Kirby & Duval 

Leon Janney 

Joe Herbert Co 

Harris 2 & Loretta 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Golden Gate (14) 

Benny Meroff Orch 
(7) 

Ebony Follies 

Healy & Cross 

W & G Ahern 


A & M Havel 


SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
Ist half (14-17) 


Jack Gwynne Co 


King Bros & Cully 


Jack Janis Co 


Hill & Hoffman 
Ann Pritchard 
2d half (18-20) 
Forum Boys 
Chamberlain & H 
Hurst & Vogt 
Rex Weber 
3 Aces & Queen 
2a half (11-13) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Irene Ricardo 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 
The Wager 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (14) 
Bill Robinson Rev 
(7) 
Olsen & Johnson 
SOUTH BEND 
Palace (14) 
Small & Mays 


Foley & Latour 


Diamond Boys 


(7) 
3 French Miszes 
Lorraine & Digby 
Georges Carpentier 
Medley & Duprey 
SIOUX CITY 
Orpheam 
Ist half (14-16) 
3 Bredwins 
Madeline Patrice 
Dave Jones & P 


SPRINGE’LD, ILL. 


Orpheum 
Ist half (14-16) 
Pickard & Seal 


DeW'lfe M’tc’lf & F 


Boyle & Della 
Golden Blondes 


SPRINGE’LD, MO. 


Paramount 
Ist half (13-14) 
Bruno Weise 3 
Goetz & Duffy 
Burly Ludlow & C 
. Louis 
Keith’s (14) 
Rome & Gaut 
Lillian Shade 
Withers & Moran 
Wells & 4 Fays 
(7) 
Kitayamas 


Pettet & Douglas 


Ferry Corwey 


Jack McLalien 


Roy & Romero Rev 
ST. PAUL 
Keilth’s (14 

Reems Rio & K 


Gracie Barry 


Larry Rich Co 
(7) 
3 Bredwins 


Geraldine & Joe 


Harry J Conley 
Pearce & Velie 
SYRACUSE 
Keith's (14) 
Murray & Allan 
Rosetta Duncan 
Russian Kevels 
Frank Hunter 


Togo & Chiyo 


(7) 


Jimmie Burchill Co! 


Neal Sis 

Rath Bros 

Johnny Perkins 
TACOMA 
Keith’s (14) 

Olsen & Johnson 

Rosette & Luttman 

Bud Harris & B 


| Lita Grey Chapiin 


Devito & Denny 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (14) 


Crystal 


Will Aubrey 
Kitty Doner 


|} Stewart & Lash 
; Glorious Ens 


N Arnaut & Bro 


aynor Lehr Co 
l¢gar Bergen Co 
le ‘arleson 

‘ 





k & Ve i 
M@éAS 
Jackson & G Ine 
2 ; iA ‘ ; 
4 | or} Ni« r 
Rernard & (ur 
atnhe & | 
Rex W er 
as Withers Co 
TROY 
Keith's 
lat half (14-17 
Forur Roves 


hamberiain & H 





r 
| p 
} 


Hurst & Vort 
rene Ricardo 

} Aces & Queen 
zd half (18-20) 
arimer & Hudson 

’ Brien & Hewitt 

jack Janis Co 

*.d Marion 

Ann Pritchard Co 
od half (11-13) 

Tego & Cherry B 


ing Bros & Cully 


E*hel Norris Co 
Fill & Hoffman 
& Richardson Bd 
YONKERS 
Proctor’s 
half (14-17 
tadianna 
Rex Weber 


d halif & 0) 


| Rex 
| A & F Steatman 


2d half (11-13) 
Pance Olympica 


} Siems 


scar Stand Orch 
Jim McDonald 


1 8 American Buds 
} 


| Francois Densmore 


YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith's 
Ist half (7-10) 
Sylvia & Clements 
Leary & Craven 
Bert Lytell Co 
Evans & Mayer } 
2a half (11-13) 
DeLong Sis 
Eddie White 
} <c Whiting 
Al K Hal Co 








Loew i 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (13) 
Cab Callowa () I 

Street Singer 
Burns & Alien 
Edmund Lowe 
Victor McLaglien 
Fifi D'Orsay 
Boulevard 
Ist half (14-17) 
Paul Bauer Rev 


One to fill) 
BALTIMORE 

Century (14) 
Chaney & Fox 
Al Norman 


| Joe Griffin 
| Stella Power 





JEROME MANN 


“A clever comcdian who, if preperly handled, 
might be a music show star.”’ 


—Wm 


M:Dermett, Clevcland Plain Dealer 














,; Ist half (14-17 
2 il 


Natalie Alt Co 


Pey 

Ross & Bennett 
(One to fil 

2nd half (18-20) 


| Bernard & Henri 


Carl Emmy's Pets 


' 
Chilton & Thomas 


(Two to fill) 
Orpheum 

Ist half (14-17) 
Al Shayne Co 


| Walter Walters Co 


Chilton & Thomas 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (18-20) 

Max & Co 

tita de Lano 

3 Rio Bros 

(Two to fill) 
Paradise (13) 

Lee Gails 

Anita Avila & N’ 

Radcliffe & Rogers 

Syvivia Nelson 

King-King & King 
State (14) 

Miss Patricola 

Kramer & Boyle 


| Sciler & Wills Ce 


George sidney 


| Smith & Daie 


Goodwin & Raym'd 

(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Bay Ridge 

Ist half (14-17) 


}5 Brace 


| Terrell & Fawcett 


| P Kirkland Co 
| Madeline Berlo 
' Mack-Harold & B'y 


!'Frankivn D’Amore 


BOSTON 
Orpheum (14) 


Whitey Roberts 


| Pease & Nelson 


Siate Bros 
Easter & Hazelton 
CHICAGO 
Oriental (14) 
Buck & Bubbles 

Ivan Triesault 
Mary Miles 
Olive Sibley 
Maria Rio 
CLEVELAND 
State (14) 
Don Barclay 
4 Carlton Bros 
Bob Pitkin 
Oscar Raglan 
Marion Eddy 
Raymond O'Brien 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (14) 
Girl Crazy Co 
DETROIT 
Michigan (14) 
Candreva Bros 
Alf Layal’'s Dogs 


JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (14) 
J'nny Weissmuller 





- EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED _ 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 





J & H Mason 


| Barry & Lancaster 


NTG Rev 
2nd half (18-20) 
3 Cycling Martells 


| Al Shayne @o 


Walter Walters Co 

Stanley Twins Ce 

(One to fill) 
Gates Ave. 

Ist half (14-17) 

Hadj Nassir Tr 

Ben Ally Co 

Dave Harris Co 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (18-20) 

J & M Mason 

N T G Rev 

(One to fill) 

Metropolitan (14) 

Dick Henderson 

Chris Charlton Co 


| B’s-Fitz & M’ Bros} 
| Gracella & Th're Co} 


Ist half (14-17) 
Foster & Van 
Irving Edwards 

J Rumshinsky Co 
(One to fili) 

2nd half (18-20) 
Hadj Nassir Tr 
Art Frank Co 

J Rumshinsky Co 
(One to fill) 


BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 


Jeanne Devereaux 





| Block & Sully 





MONTREAL 
Loew's (14) 
J & I St Onge 
Major-Sharpe & M’ 
Gordon & Lane Co 
Sammy Cohen Co 
Stone & Givvons Rv 
NEW JERSEY 
Palisades Park (14) 
Donals Sis 
Charles Deighan 
Marie Mang Co 
PITTSBU RGH 
Penn (14) 
Slim Timblin 
T & B Wonder 
George D’Ormonde 
W E Ritchie 








Jack Reid 

Clifford & Marion 
SYRACUSE 
State (14) 

Young China 

Calvert-Irving & H’ 





Bernice & Emily Co 
WASHINGTON 
Palaee (14) 
Dolores-Eddy & D’ 

Serge Flash 





HARRY 
Late Star of LEDDY & SMITH'S 


OPEN LIST 


SAVOY 





Valencia (13) 
Harry Rose 
Buster Shave Co 
Norman Frescott 

ASTORIA 
Tribvro 
) 
3 Cycling Martelis 
3 McCann Sis 
Carl Emmy's Pets 
Bell-Waters & 3S 
Southern Gait 
Znd half (18-20) 


Phelps 2 
| Wesley Eddy 


| Rita de Lano 
| Sully & Houghton 


' (Two to fill) 


YONKERS 
Loew's 
Ist half (14-17) 


Vanessi Co 


2nd half (18-20) 
Ben Ally Co 
Dave Harris Co 


Three 0 





WARNER 





BAYONNE 
DeWitt (14) 
Joe Chapel Co 


(Four to f 

Sne & nor 
Hy J } 

Str t 14 

} e |} 


ELIZABETH 


Kitz 
Ete 
ré 
) 

pos 
} Bbl® 1 & J 
hie y grneer ar 
het Coope 
Hla y 





ELMIRA 
Keeney 
‘ alf ¢€18-20) 
W Furr Co 
r Sis 
I nif (11-1 


2 


Rennington 


HOBOKEN 


Fabian 
t f i ) 
F & I 
i ir ) il) 
1 half 20) 


l ( 
| Darktown Scan 








‘Cherry Blossomea’ | 
Frank Gaby 

Bno Tr | P & N Ghezzi 
Dorothea 


Picture Theatres 





NEW YORK CITY 


Parumeunt (6) | 
Band Wagon’ | 
Fred Astaire 

|} Frank Morgan 
Helen Broderick j 
Vera Marsh } 
Philip Loeb 


Francis Pierlot 
John Barker 

Mary Jo Mathews 
Lillian Duncan 
Fir'nce Coumbecos 
Helen Carrington 
Kd Jerome 

lay Wilson 

Wi la Fes! 


BROOKLYN 
Paramount 6) 


Jue Fong 
Sunkist Ens 


VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (14) 


‘Exotique’ I 


TORONTO 
Imperial (14) | 


|! Lynn Cowan Co 
|Ramon & Virginia 


Sunkist Ens 








CHRISTENSEN BROS. — 


“CREATORS OF THE MODERN BALLET” 
THIS WEEK: KEITH 8, BOSTON 








LONDON 








Guy I« 
turns & \llen 
‘4 } ? K 
c " I 
JAMAICA 
Aiden (14) 


Bobby Folsom 
Thomas 5 
(Three to fill) 

(7) 
Frankley & Royce 
Cherry Bi'ss'm & J 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Naro Lockford Co 
larry Fox Co 

NEW LONDON 
Garde 

2d half (18-26) 
Jean Bedini 
Milt Dou 18 

2d halt 11-13) 


la < 
PHILADELPHLA 
Karle (14) 
Relle Bennett 
Williams & Cryor 
Irene Vermillion 
Jordan & Woods 
(7) 
Vardell Bros 
Donovan Sis & B | 
Stone & Lee 
Whiteside A & B 
Eddie Conrad | 
White & Manning | 
Mastbaum (13) 
Adler & Bradford 
' 
} 


| Jay Millis 


Walter Dare Wahl 
(6) 


Week of May 9 


Victoria Palace NEW CROSS 


Em pire 
Ce Les Uniques 
r Nellie Victor 
5 ton 3 jack Warman 
ieriqu Ward & Albee 
(Y Brier & Lad own Ar 
ayer bogs MNu Brook 
ar er x W vnr r i s & Gy es 
tton Bad aen & Greenwell! 
BRIXTON Mackey Ba 
i Astoria OLD KENT ROAD 
Wolkowsky & I \storia 








WASHINGTON 


| Irene Vermillion 


WATERBURY 


WALTER WALTERS 


Talkin’ Back 


to Himself om the Loew Circuit 


Placed by 


LEDDY & SMITH 














FINSBURY 


Terry's 51 Juves 


PARK . Presco & Campo 

Astoria Strob] 

Olivette & Chat 
STREATHAM 


Empire | Astoria 


} 
| Fred Duprez Co lack Payne Bd 





PROVINCIAL 





Jack Randell Co Duncan's Collies | 





Fanchon & Marco 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (14) 
‘Stitch in Time’ I 
J & JI McKenna 
Tommy McAuliffe 
5 De Cardos 
Harriet Mortimer 
Topsy Lee 
Torney Ens 
ATLANTA 
Fox (14) 
‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marino | 
Constance Evans 


Harney & Connors | Ruster & Rrown 


Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFAIO 
Boffalo (14) 
‘On the Riviera’ 
C Montenegro 
Donahue Co 
Lottie Mayer 
Edwin George 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (14) 
‘Art Gallery’ 1 
Paul Svdell Co 
Eddy Cole 
Bob Andy & Tod 
Josephine 
The Cachalots 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean 3 
La Marr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 
Marion & K'th'ryne 
Paradise (14) 
‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 
Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 
Judy Cheron 
Julian Hall 
Dorothy & June 
Lillian Price 


Millis & Shea 
The Rhythmettes 
Alexander Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Verna Sylvia & R 
Sunkist Ene 
DALLAS 
Palace (14) 


Barson Sis 


| Brady & Holland 
Quintons 

Louise Maxin 
Ernest Shandon 


Chalmers Ens 


Week of May 9 


BIRMINGHAM | Naughton & Gold 
Empire | Kirkwhite & Aa'ss 

| Howe & Young 

De Haven & Page 


Giovani : > 

| Prior & Murray } ny dA Warner 
O’Gorman Bros 

| Kremilina & Darr’s — 
Jimmy Day ‘ ce seat 

5 Whitelegs Gee av lay’s Co 
Ted Ray | awia 


Annison & Major 
Arthur Pond 
| Chas Austin Co ¥ 
| Short & Dalziel 
| Effie & Sylvia 
Sammy Shields 
Alma Victoria 


Grand 


Jack Brownie } : gg ee 
Kay & Jay Marion Pear “oO 
Katie Kay | MANCHESTEP 
Richardson Girl Bd! Paramount 





| OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THB N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1540 Broadway 


This Week; Hal Sherman, Arthur Vinten 





MILWAUKEE 


Flotsam & Jetsom 
Sandy B Ronan 

Clapham & Dwyer 
Jenny Fordyce |Co a 
Lon Radford 


Eimer Herling 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Wright & Marion 
Raga Sis & D 


Paramount (13) 


; Pierrotys 
Trixte Friganza tas ry ree 4 


Howard Rogers 
Blondie Hartley 


On Wah Tr 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 

‘Sunburst’ 

Condos Bros 


BRADFORD 
Athambra 


s bocked 
SOUTHAMPTON 





Gerard Marylin Empire 
Jenkins Bros |} Geo Hurd 
CARDIFF | Nicol *. aoyte 
Capitel Jennie artley 
Leon & lacette SWANSEA 
Empire Empire 


| Dr Raymond 
Pender Tr 


Rome & Romane Heskind 

GLASGOW Olrae Tr 

Empire Iris Carr 
Frederique Lawrance Glen 


Rupert Ingaiese 
Alvaretti & Jose 
Scotch Kelly 





Bunny Bronson 


Cabaret Bills 





PHT ADELPHIA 





| Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 

| Betty Wilson 

| Grace Mitchell 

Louis Barsoni 





NEW YORK CITY 


| 3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobble Tremaine 
| Cook Bis 

La Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 


Fieaux Arte 








‘Biack & White’ T 
Carleton & Ballew 
Clifton & Brent | 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
farie Le Flohie 
Mariealice Head 
Sunkist Ens 
DENVER 
Denver (14) 
Chicago Fair-est’ 
Bayes & Speck i 
Nadine | 
Russian Actors } 
Beth Lewis 
Carlyvie Kennett } 
Lucitie & Ta Verne 
FORT WORTH 
Worth (14) } 
Gas Vienna’ I 
De Karekiarto 


} 


Gavdsinith Bros 


Pena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Torney Er 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (12) 
Mae Murray 
Dezzo Retter 
Rody Kaye 
Loe Lorraine 
Petch & Deaur ‘ 
Janice Walker 
ur + Ens 
JERSEY CITy 


Stanlew (14) 


I J I 

M ! ! am 

Nov } s | 
Fdr Covey 

Emile 4 Romaine , 


r et Eins 
LOS ANGELES 
Toew's State (14) 
‘ & Minn. 
‘ £ K me 
Vonroe Firos« 
Joe Christy ( 
I s Noveile 
~unkiet Ene 


PITTSBURGH 


TOILETRIES 


Are Available at VANITER MAKF-UP 
BHOP, 160 West 46th St., New York 


Try My Velvet Lotion—$1.50 








| Sheldon & Frayne % 
Countese Barsoni 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Don Redmond Or 
Leoulse Cook 
Cora Green 

| Mae Alex 

| Baby Cox Voa Trogzento 
Glennie Cheesman Barra Bire 

} Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker | Misha Usanoff 
Lois Deppe 
Willie Jackson | Gregory Grestrow 4 
| Bon Bon Buddies 
|} Joan Sennett 
Arthur Wilson | Al Relasco 
Jer 





SAN FRANCISCO 


lew Dolgoff | 
Tracy & Vinette ! 
Enoch Light Orch 


Oakland's 


Burns & Swanson 


Rainbow Ino 
Central P’k Casino | Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudelph & Chicita 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda Or 


Connie's Inn 


Hessian Artes 
Joe Morantz Orch 





Natalya Davis 


Helen Kazanova 


6 Prater Singers 
Helen Polka Co 


ry Bergen Bela Loblov Orch 
Cotton Clab 
Dan Healy 


Aida Ward 
Terrace Cora La Reda 


‘alif Ramblers Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 


Syivia & Lee | Anise FB r 
Frances Mildren Roy Atkins 
Keller is Pete Pe« hes 2 TD 
Ada Winston f « 
Gertrude Niesen i e & 
Georgie Tapps E I er 
Snooks Ramblers j -. ette 
Old Vienn “pte Ogee) 
Florie Hutchison i | 
Leu Dolgofft A fn rn h 


(Continued on page 62) 
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VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE—SPORTS 


Tuesday, May 10, 1932 

















FOURTH MONTH AND STILL 
WRITING. (By special permission 
of the copyright owner.) 





Over the Gangplank 
Lou Holtz for Europe 
The sl.ip is headed 
but if Holtz gives his cane 
to the 
Sing 


sailed 
week. for 
Bremen 
routine 
land in apore. 

Just a Gigli—oh! 

{t happened at the N. V. A. bene- 
fit at the Met. Gigli was shaking 
the rafters with an operatic aria. 
Hundreds of artists were waiting 
to go on. 

In the middle of the tenor’s sec- 
ond number, Herman Timberg 
rushed in back stage, fought his 
way through to Louis Sidney and 
yelled, ‘Tell that guy out there, 
whoever he is, to do another num- 
ber—my kid’s not veady to go on 
yet.’ : 


He Found Out 

A staff radio announcer was 
called into the office of vice-presi- 
dent No. 8. Noticing an old dol- 
lar bill framed ani hanging on the 
wall, he asked: ® 

‘What's that?’ 

‘That’s the buc« we've been pass- 
ing around the last two years,’ an- 
swered the v.p. 





Hard Hearted Columnist 

Some one asked the one week old 
father, Sid Skolsky, why he didn't 
break the news of the arrival of his 
heiress first. ‘Listen,’ said Skolsky, 
‘I'm bringing my kid up right. She’s 
got to give me a gag before she 
gets in my column.’ 

Knight a the Bath 

“pid it ever occur to you that the 
Linit Bath Club is on the air every 
night except Saturday? 


A Squelsh 
Reading of Wilsor. Mizner’s many 
remarks reminds of an evening in 
the Brown Derby. Mizner was 
seated in a booth when a young 
man entered who gets on his nerves. 
Mizner suggested moving to the 
end of the room, but it didn’t phase 
the intruder. He follawed all the 
way and joined the table uninvited. 
Which prompted Mizner to say, 

‘Look, go  ngrene ¢2t in.’ 


Overheard 
‘Do you know Walter Winchell?’ 
‘I knew hira before he made his 
debris.’ 


Broadway Note 
Burns and Allen are at the Capi- 
tol next week....they must be re- 
modeling the Paramount. 





Good Idea 
Lou Irwin informs that Dr. 


pilot they'll probably | 


Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 





| 





Charles Steinberg desires to pro- 
duce a revue. He wants Noel Cow- 


land 


last | 








New Version 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 
Joseph Murphy is a stage- 
hand at the Stanley. As he 


was emerging from the theatre 
alley he was accosted by a 
seedy looking gent. 
‘Can you let me have seven 
cents?’ asked the s. l. g. 
‘Seven cents?’ ejaculated Jo- 


Bee Lillie, Gertrude Lawrence 
Alfred Lunt. 


patients? 


ard, 


As actors or 


The Polite Answer 

















At Russ Columbo's Woodmansten | seph, surprised at the unusual 
Inn opening a girl kept annoying | sum. 
Harold Arlen with the question, | ‘Yeh, just seven certs. T only 
‘Don’t you remember me?’ need that much more to join 

‘your face is familiar, but I don’t my family. 
recognize your drinking, cracked ‘And where can your family 
Arlen be?’ asked Joseph. 

— ‘In a picture show,’ was the 
Ostermania reply. 

Many stories about the sign to 

replace Carroll’s over his former 


but how about worrying 
a good show in 


stage door, 
about a sign of 


OLYMPIC TEAMS 
IN DANGER OF 


front....One dame thinks ‘Truth 
About Bladys’ is sponsored by the 
American Safety Razor Co..... Guy 


Lombardo starts holding his violin 


on the road next week....We asked 
Gracie Allen if she were supersti- 
tious....‘I should say not, knock 
wood,’ she said....Fatty Arbuckle 
states he is fully recovered from 
Hays fever....ARE YOU READ- 
ING? oe 





Los Angeles, May 9. 
It will cost committees of foreign 


Jefferies’ Polka-Punch 
Barn at 75c Draws Coin 


born persons in the United States 
between $500,000 and three quarters 


of a million to take care of the 
estimated 1,500 overseas athletes 
Hollywood, May 9. expected here for the Olympic 
Jim Jeffries, old-time champ who | games. 


has tried everything from preach- 
ing to promoting, has turned small- 
town amusement magnate and is 
holding boxing, wrestling and danc- 
ing events three times weekly in 
the spacious barn on his ranch near 
Burbank. 

Jeff's affairs are in conjunction 
with the Burbank American Legion 
and are bringing out the a.k. and 
bucolic sports of the countryside to 
view his 75 cent top galas. 

Thursday night is fisticuffs eve- 
ning, with the ex-champ as referee 
and willing, if not expert, punch 
purveyors doing the mixing. No 
chance for stalling and love waltzes 
with Jeffries refereeing and the 
three-round events move _ faster 


So far but few of the committees 
have promises of anything like the 
quotas they are expected to 
the entertainment and upkeep 
of their particular native 


raise 
for 
lands. 

As thé expenses of the competi- 
tors fall on these groups from the 
time the contestants land in New 
York, it is figured that it will cost 
$500 a man to bring the athletes 
here, feed them and return them to 
New York at the close of the games. 

Danes in Clear 


One of the few national groups 
that sees itself in the clear for its 


than the usual commercial sock | CO-patriots’ expense is the Danish 

shows hereabouts. contingent, but it has taken three 

Grapplers have their chance to] years of organization to put it 
across. 


shine on Fridays, with Jim again 
the third man in the ring. Satur- 
days and holidays are devoted to: 
the terpsichorean muse, a local or- 
chestra supplying the melodies, 
which vary from rumba to polka, 
according to the desires of the 
small-town steppers. Barn seats 
350 for the athletic events with the 
cows and horses parked outside 
and can accommodate more for the 


Under the chairmanship of Jean 
Hersholt, the Danish-American 
committee formed 10 sub groups, 
among Danish expatriates in vari- 
ous cities throughout the country, 
who during the three years have 
been collecting the funds by putting 
the bee on wealthy citizens of that 
nationality—card parties, amateu. 
entertainments and the like. 


sociables. Other units, not starting the cash 

Although less than 10 miles from | raising so soon, are still "way be- 
supposedly sophisticated Holly- |low the figure that they will be 
wood, the crowd is almost of the | called upon to meet and are worry- 
sunbonnett and Sunday suit type,|ing over a probability of seeing 


some of their co-patriots left at the 
post—in New York. 


with all the village characters go- 
ing in for just clean fun. 








































H. A. LANZNER, General 





Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 
are prominent leaders in every 
phase of human endeavor. Stars of 
the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 
and drama, select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 





Radio outlets....Electric refrigeration. ...Period 
salons and roof patios for private functions.... 
Swimming pool....Golf....and other features 
equally unusual and desirable. 


Largest Single Rooms 
in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 











Manager 


56 St. at 7th Ave., New York cy J 
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4 PHILIP BARRY’ 
HE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


"Round the Square 
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= 











Westchester Cuts 


Down 


Westchester, considered the richest county for surburbia in the U. s 


will see its three parkways and the elaborate public 


undermanned this summer. 
Westchester let out 179 parkway 
eral executives. Virtually 


employees, 


. * 
” 


beach resort, at Rye, 


last week, including sey- 


all others, taking in some of the departmental] 


Summer mouths they will have to 


Runouts 


gutta-percha checks by 
in the Catskills, were 


and collected by, the 


the pro - 
responsible 
3ureau of 


heads, were notified that during the 
take a day off weekly without pay. 
Catskill 
‘Fence jumping,’ and the giving of 
prietors of summer hotels, especially 
for a large share of the claims made to, 
Aliens, N. Y. State Labor Department, 


$122,795 


during 1931. Bureau collected 


, all but approximately $1,000 of which represented salary claims. 


Each year the Bureau of Aliens is called upon to camp on the trail of 


summer hotel operators who run out after 
paid. 
law 
Musicians and entertainers not infrequently get 
The smaller hotels 


with salaries unpaid or parthy 
under a provision of the labor 
collection fai. 
on engagements in 
ones at fault. 


the Catskills. 


Labor Day leaving employees 

These men are haled into court 
if all other methods of enforcing 
‘burned’ 


usually are the 





Reversal 
Hollywood, May 9. 
Through Hollywood's palmiest 
days Peter the Hermit clung to a 
four-piece costume, two of them 


sandals. 

Now, wth a considerable part of 
Hollywood unwillingly studying the 
simple life, the sun-tanned old 
prophet is reported adopting a 
bright beret and sport sweater. 

Aso he owns real estate. 


Throwback 


Huntington Park, May 9. 
This suburb of Los Angeles is so 





far behind the times a miniature 
golf course is being operated at a 
profit. 





NO DECISION 
San Francisco, May 9. 

Nearby town of Merced has been 
without a mayor since last January. 
Five city councilmen have had a 
dozen meetings and some 300 bal- 
lots have been taken, but there’s 
always a deadlock. 


The boys vote for themselves. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Philip Klein, 
daughter, May 4, in Hollywood. 
Father is a writer at Fox studios. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Higgins, son, 
May 6, in New York. Father is 
the stage tenor. 








Kahn's S Walkout Bride 





In Demand for Jobs 


Roger Wolfe Kahn and Harry 


Richman have been in a huddle over 








the prospect of Kahn and his band 
Hol- 


Richman takes 


going into the pit of Warners’ 
lywood when and if 


over that house for a two-a-day 


vaudeville spot. 


Meantime, the estranged 


(Hannah Williams) are becoming 
active professionally and separately, 
with the news of their marital 
breach. Miss Williams was being 
sought yesterday by radio and other 
producers. At the same time, Otto 
Kahn’s son published a legal notice 
disclaiming responsibility for any 
debts contracted by the wife 
had walked out on him. 


Kahns 


whoa 





MARRIAGES 
James Andrus to Catherine Custer 
May 1. 
Orpheum, 


in Seattle, Groom is man- 


ager of the Spokane, 
Bride is an organist. 

Cammie Cameron to Dr. E. E. 
Madden, secretly, in Kansas City, 
March 2. Bride is the daughter of 
Pop Cameron, old-time trouper. 

W. Frank Delmaine and Katherine 
Elliott Simon, non-pro, in Chicago, 
May 7. Bridegroom is assistant 
business manager of Chicago Actors’ 
Equity office. 


ii ii TT 













EDNA HERBERT 


BEST MARSHALL 
THERE’S ALWAYS JULIET 


A Comedy by John van Druten 
“A sure and honest and whetting 
and very amusing play.’’ 
—George Jean Nathan, Judge. 
HENRY MILLER’S Theatre, 124 W. 43d St. 
Evgs. 8:40. Matinees Thurs. and Sat., 2:30. 


LESLIE HOWARD 


S New Comedy 


“The season’s most gratifying adventure.” 
—Fercy Hammond, Herald Tribune. 
Staged by Gilbert Miller 
EMPIRE THEATRE, B’way and 40th St. 
Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 


ANNA TTT 


















LOEW S$ swaveas 
BARBARA 


TAT Epes 


in “SHOPWORN” 
Benny Rubin, Graceila & Theodore 
Steve Freda & Johnny Palace—Oths. 











SEVENTH AVENUE 


O X ¥ AT 50th STREET 


“YOUNG AMERICA”. 
with SPENCER TRACY 


On Stage: “‘MAYTIME’ with MARGARET 
MATZENAUER and Roxy Ensemble. 


FRED WARING’S FAREWELL WEEK 


Beginning Friday, ‘‘No Greater Love,’’ with 
Alexander Carr, Beryl! Mercer and Dickey Moore 






















ropay Joan CRAWFORD 
in ‘LETTY LYNTON” 

. Revue—Orchestra 

cay FRIDAY, 6 STARS IN PERSON 


Séaue Lowe, Burns & 
or Cab Calloway, 
Victor MecLagien 

cs Singer 

Fifi Dorsay 

















Broadway eng 
47th Street 


MAYFAIR 


JOHN 
BARRYMORE 
in “STATE’S 
ATTORNEY” 


RKO-Radio Picture with 


| HELEN TWELVETREES 





B’way & 47th St. 
Mats. Daily 2:20 
Personality Premier Vaudeville 


FLOYD GIBBONS 
DAVE APOLLON—HENRY SANTREY 
WILLIAM DEMAREST 
MITCHELL & wy 
ADA BROWN—ALLAN 
JORDAN & WOODS—ROSETTA DUNCAN 
Midnight Show Every Saturday 


SOthST, 2.18% 


Wed. to Friday, May I! to 13 


EDNA MAE OLIVER 


“LADIES OF THE JURY” 
with KEN MURRAY 
Rosco Ates—Kate Price 







Bet. Lex. & 3d Aves. 







On Broadway 
Continuous Shows 


SI st ST. 


Wed. to Friday, May !! te 13 


EDNA MAE OLIVER 
“LADIES OF THE JURY” 
with KEN MURRAY 





Rosco Ates—Kate Price 
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Diary of 


a Stooge 


By Claude Binyon 





Seattle—Friday. 

We are famous all at once and 
the theatre was jammed with 
people every show on account of us. 
It’s because of the college fellows 
fighting us in the act. It finally 
got around to the newspapers and 
they had our pictures in the paper 
and everything and it sure felt 
funny seeing my picture in the 


paper. a 
Moe Bowery has a black eye, it’s 
a honey, and he pulls a joke about 


jt and the college fellows and 
everybody laughs. They still didn’t 
arrest anybody and Mr. Bowery 


says he doesn’t care if they never 
do because for one show he had the 
greatest act he ever saw in his | 
2a oe change awful fast in this 
business. One week you are going 
to act in a certain theatre and be- 


4 





fore you can get there it is closed 
er something. Now, Mr. Bowery 
found out that we've got to hop all 
the way to Los Angeles after we 
finish here instead of going to Ta- 
coma and some other cities. The 
acts that were going to play at Los 
Angeles next week are going some 
place else. What a business. 

I got a letter from Mom and she 
told me to tell Tillie that Cora 
Wilkinsburny, who was just mar- 
ried to some salesman, is going to 
have a baby. They don’t know 
whether it is right or not. 

How can I tell Tillie when Ty) 
aon’t even talk to her? 


Seattle—Saturday. 


We're still pretty famous, but not 
quite so much as yesterday. I| 
guess people haven't got such very 
good memories. 

I was looking in my bank that 
I carry in my suitcase and I have 
$95.86 saved up already. I would 
have had more if I wasn’t s0| 
hungry all the time. When I get, 
$500 saved up I'll leave this act and 
start my own one because I have | 
enough riddles memorized to make 
people laugh. All I need is to be | 
better on my banjo. When I play | 
‘Carolina’s Calling Me’ I have to | 
stop when I make a jump from a | 
low note to a high note so I can’t 
keep very good time. 

If Tillie hadn’t butted in and | 
fooled Moe Bowery into thinking | 
that she was a stooge maybe [| 
would be a star already because | 
the answers I used to say were 
certainly funny. | 
, But that is the way everything | 
goes, 








Seattle—Sunday. 


We are through here now and I 
have to pack so we can leave for 
Los Angeles. Somebody told me it 
never rains there, but it makes no 
difference to me because I haven't 
got a rain coat even if it did rain. 

I've got to hurry. 


Los Angeles—Wednesday. 

Here we are in Los Angeles 
after me missing a couple of days 
in my diary, but little things kept 
bobbing up and I wasn’t hardly 
ever alone to write. 

It is nice and warm here and not 
much rain. Kind of cold and wet 
at nights, but they call it fog and 
dew. We start playing at the Hill- 
street tomorrow and today Mr, 





|; a hospital with serious burns. 





Bowery took us up to meet a friend 
of his named Bern Bernard, who 
books the acts for RKO out here, | 
if there are any theatres that need | 
any acts. Not a bad guy. Kind of | 


young and fat. | 


Things have been so quiet for a 
couple of days that I have a feel- | 
ing something is going to happen. | 
2 Bot that feeling every now and | 

en. 


Los Angeles—Thursday. 

I knew something was going to | 
happen. It is terrible. 

After the last show tonight Moe 
Bowery called us all into his dress- 
ing room and shut the door. He | 
looked at us a while without saying 
anything and then he patted Tillie 
On the back because she was near- 
est to him. 

‘Gang,’ he said to us, ‘I’m sorry | 
Nn &@ way to have to tell you this 
but the act will be through in a 
week,’ 

We were so shocked that we just | 
stood there. 

I have made a settlement on my 
contract,’ Mr. Bowery said, ‘be- 
cause I have a chance to make 
more money in pictures and I 
won't have to be smashed up sev- 
eral times a day.’ 
th Are you going to be an actor in 
Me movies?’ Tillie asked him and 
can, DOWery nodded yes. ‘I'll give 
one of you $100 extra when we! 
‘nish this date,’ he said, ‘and who- | 
F bg wants to go home will get his 
are, too.’ 

None of us could think of any- 
ing to say, we felt so bad. 

to, ell,’ said Mr. Bowery and he 
‘ooked embarrassed. 
oan! still couldn’t think of 
“ings. ‘Then all at once there was 


th 


|him to the hotel. 
|our room I sat him on the bed and 





Want Show Signatures 


League for the Modification 
of the Volstead Act, which has 
several Congressmen on its ad- 
visory council; is making a 
drive upon show business for 
signatures to a petition that 
will be presented in Washing- 
ton. If obtaining enough names 
it will be stressed as evidence 
that the theatrical industry in 
all its branches, itself heavily 
taxed, is for a change. 

League’s New York repre- 
sentatives are soliciting the- 
atres in an attempt to start off 
its show biz petition. Later it 


will probably tackle Holly- || 
wood. 
Ed Hurley, vet film press 


agent, is acting as public rela- | 
tions counsel for the League in 
its New York drive. No money 
angles to the petition. | 











BURNS FROM CLEANSING | 
FLUID FATAL TO DANCER 


Pittsburgh, May 9. | 
When the ballet dress she was 


17-year-old night club and vaude- | 
ville dancer here, was burned to | 
death last week before help could | 
reach her. She was readying her | 
wardrobe for a resumption, of her 
stage work in Clarksburg, W. Va., 
two days later. 

Miss Cooke had been dancing in 
local nite spots for several years, 
including engagements at the Flo- 
tilla Club, the Nixon Cafe and the 
Mayfair Roof. 

The spray of liquid fire from a 
kettle that caused her death also|} 
encompassed her mother, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Cooke, who was removed to 








Files Alienation Suit 


With Rice in His Hair! 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
Al Dido, Paris Inn entertainer 
who married Virginia Parenti, 


actress, April 6, last week filed a 
$75,000 alienation of affections suit 
against Louis Lewyn. 

Dido claims that he hadn’t been 
married three weeks when Lewyn 
gained his wife’s affections. 

Lewyn directs the Hollywood-on- 
Parade shorts series. 





Nellie Shuken Asks 


For Divorce in Chi 
Chicago, May 9. 

Charging desertion, Nellie Solo- 
mon, known on the Yiddish stage 
as Nellie Shuken, is suing Oscar 
Solomon, also a performer, for di- 
vorce. Papers were filed in Supe- 
rior Court here last week by Attor- 
ney Irving Eiseman. 

Couple married in Cleveland in 
1927 and separated in 1929, Mrs. 
Solomon has two children from a 
previous marriage, one son, Phil 
Shuken, being a local radio warbler. 





Noble Experiment? 
Flushing, L. I., May 9. 


Nassau towns are now getting 
ready for the sale of i’ourth of July 
fireworks forbidden in Greater New 
York. Most of the towns allow sale 
under strict supervision. 





About a week before the holiday 
stands are erected on the roads in 
the towns that border the city and 
residents of New York city may | 
buy all the fireworks they crave. 

The street stands are erected 
within a few feet of the city line | 
near Jamaica and Little Neck. 


j 





a blubbery noise. Scaramouche 
was crying! It was the first time | 
I had ever seen him cry in my life | 
and he was a sight. | 

Mr. Bowery looked away and we 
alf looked at each other. I took 
hold of Scaramouche’s arm and led 
When we got in 


patted his back and told him to 
buck up. 
Then, all at once I was crying, 


any- | too, just like I am now. 


+ iohe 
tonign 


I can't write any more 


| a chimney-sweep, who seeks to re- 


A. C’s 1927 Picture | 
Pageant Still Unpaid | 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

Floppo motion picture electrical | 
pageant at Atlantic City in oi 
| 


| has an echo in a suit against Harry 
| D. Brown, prime mover of the idea, 
| for $10,000 notes given at the time} 


to Charles D. Ross and his Motion | 
Picture Service Co. in New York. | 
Venture broke Brown and hit his |! 


| Cimena Studios Supply Company 
|} in Hollywood. Ross says Brown has 
been pleading for time to get on 
his feet and pointed out that ‘no 
|} one involved in the Atlantic City 


affair has received any money.’ 


Puppet Show Revival 
Brings Seven to L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
Glorified Punch and Judy shows 
in the form of marionettes are get- | 
ting a strong play here. Local in- 
terest in the midget dummies has | 
been at high tide for the past two | 
weeks with Tony Sarg in town, | 


though Sarg is here for pictures | 


|}and not displaying his marionettes. | 


Currently there are six puppet 
shows operating in Hollywood and 
one downtown. <Ace is the Yale 
Puppeteers in the Mexican bally- 
hoo alley, Olvera street. Puppet- 
eeers are also operating a school 
for those ambitious to be bigtime 
Judy operators. 

Others showing 


their jumping 


| cleaning caught fire, Gladys Cooke, | @°lls are Will H. Smith, Albright’s 


Marionettes, Monroe’s Marionettes, 
Henry Arian’s Hollywood Puppets, 
Frank Still’s Marionettes and the 
Hollywood Puppeteers, All are set 
up in former stores or barns with 
no overhead. Capacity of each is 
about 100, 

Puppet trade was cornered by the 
Yale group for about two years. In 
the past two months others have 
realized that there might be a liv- 
ing in the string pulling and have 
opened up. 





Boy’s Powder Burns 
Bring Hughes Suit 


Los Angeles, May 9. 


‘Scarface’ casualty that doesn’t 


| show in the picture is the subject 


of a $25,000 damage suit brought 
against the Caddo Co. and Harold 
Lloyd Corp. in behalf of 12-year 
old Roland Offord. 

Boy was burned playing with 
powder found on the Metropolitan 
lot. Powder had been in use for 
machine-gun effects in the picture, 
and Offord’s father charges that 
the supply remaining wasn’t locked 
up as required by city ordinance. 


Wife Who Sued Frances 


Williams Wants Divorce 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 

Two years ago, two women were 
fighting for the love of Alan Jones, 
Pittsburgh ex-cab driver and pian- 
ist and last with the California 
Collegians—his wife and Frances 
Williams. At that time, Mrs. Jones 
sued Miss Williams for $100,000 for 
alienation of affections after the/| 
singer had announced she would 
marry Jones when he was free. 

In the meantime Miss Williams 
married another and Mrs. Jones 
was given an unnamed amount for 
settling her damagee case out of 
court, 

The final echo came last week in 
Common Pleas court when Mrs. 
Jones filed suit for divorce from 
her piano-playing husband, charg- 
ing desertion. The Joneses were 
married in December, 1922, 








Beauty Salon Side Line 


Minneapolis, May 9 | 
Court records here reveal that a | 
local beauty parlor operator is do- 
ing a profitable chimney sweeping | 
business from her salon on the 
side, 
She just has been made defend- 
ant in a suit by her brother-in-law, 


strain her from accepting orders 
for chimney sweep jobs believed 
intended for the brother-in-law. 
The latter operates under the same 
name, 


Sues for Injured Face 
Cleveland, May 9. 
Carns, night club en- 


slanche 


teriainer, has filed suit for $10,000) 
damages against William Sporke, | 
city lireman, for injuries suffered | 
jin an auto accident while ridiag 
with him. 

Smash-up, she charges, caused 


injuries to her face 





| they 


ee. 


Petty Gyppery Rampant Among Once 


Reliable Penurious L. 





Home Folks 


Hollywood, May 9. 


Hollywood Bulevard, the so- 
called Broadway of the west, 
continues to belie the billing 
with a sheepish grin. 

Typical is the street car 
conductor who wagged his 


puzzled head at an individual 


} 


who had plepped into a seat 
without depositing fare in the 
coin box. 

‘That feller,’ said the con- 


ductor, ‘Always says heli pay 
me tomorrow. But Ill be dog- 
goned if he ever does!’ 


FED’L MEN SWOOP DOWN 
ON TWO RENO PLACES 


May 9. 











Reno, 
Showing utter disregard 
priceless relics of old days of Vir- 


ginia City, which decorated the 
walls, prohibition officers com- 
pletely wrecked one of Reno's | 


bright night spots last week and 
moved everything out of the place 
except the odor of corn liquor. Dur- 
ing the same _ eventful evening 
wrecking crew also visited a less 
elaborate place and cleaned it of 
everything except wall paper. 


The Comstock Club, built to re- | 


semble the interior of a mine, and 
decorated with pictures and relics 
gicaned from Comstock mining dis- 
trict, famous in Nevada’s ancient 
history, was the first resort to be 
clipped. Place cost some $30,000 
to equip and it had only been run- 
ning for four months. Never been 
raided before. 

Other establishent to be put out 
of business was the Green Frog, an 


upstairs speakeasy patronized by 
tired business men who wanted a 
quiet spot to sip an afternoon 


bracer. 

Dry officials explained, when they 
were moving fixtures, that they 
were operating under the revenue 


law. Stuff is in storage now and 
will be sold later at government 
auction. 


Mrs. Weitzenkorn Sues 


Novelist for Divorce’ 





Los Angeles, May 9. 

Mrs. Irma Weitzenkorn, wife of 
Louis Weitzenkorn, novelist, filed 
suit for divorce, here charging 
cruelty. 

She claims there is $100,000 of 
community property and asks, be- 
sides a share of that amount, $1,000 
monthly alimony. 





Misconduct Charge Is 
Changed to Desertion 


Chicago, May 9. 

Looks like the domestic difficul- 
ties of the Billy Glasons will be 
ironed out with the vaude couple 
reconsidering their divorce tiff. 
Glason, through his attorney, Phil 
R. Davis, is withdrawing a lot of 
his original charges and amending 
his complaint to charge desertion 
instead of miseonduct. 

3ut the $100,000 alienation of af- 
fections suit Glason filed against 
Albert Pollack, furrier, who named 
as co-respondent, is still pending, 
Mrs. Glason, too, has done a bit of 
reconsidering and has reduced her 
demands to $25 a week for herself 
and a like amount for their baby 


| daughter. 


Court has indicated it would sign 
a decree if both sides are agree- 
able and give them joint custody 
of the child. 


Lillian Roth’s Divorce 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 

Parents of William C. Scott, hus- 
band of Lillian Roth, admitted here 
last week that te Singer had filed 
suit for divorce in Mexico. Action, 
said, was not contested and 
was brought on the grounds of in- 
compatability. 

The Scotts were married 
lanta in April, 1931, fust -threé 
months after the death of Miss 
Roth's flance, Herbert Ochinsky. 
Seott is now in the 


in At- 


east. 


A. Merchants 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Gyppery with trimmings is being 
practiced these days by Hollywood's 


cheaper merchants in their petit 
larceny attempts to tease the 
nickels and dimes out of the cus- 
tomer’s pockets. Stooping as low 


half-cent on sales is 
of the 
trade 


chants’ attempts 


as to chisel a 
tricks that goes for 


in the 


only one 


regular ethics mer- 


at to 


appearing 


undersell his competitor. 





Bread sells at a cent a loaf on 
special days at many grocer’s, but 
one must buy three cans of some- 
body’s pepper to get it. 

Dairy advertising buttermilk at 
la nickel a quart fails to mention 
that an additional three cenis is 


charged for the one and only con- 
tainer in which it can be carried off. 





for } 


Drugstore Racket 
Plenty of cut-rate drug stores, 
With nationally advertised products 


in the window at low prices, but 
once inside every effort is made to 
switch to the store’s individual and 


unknown 


brand of goods. 
Many 


serve - yourself groceries 
take plenty of space in the papers 
to blast forth with their specials, 
making a trip sound financially at- 
tractive, but once in the store try 
and find the advertised items, which 
are hidden in corners, without price 
tags or other signs. 
Cheapest Gyp Yet 

Pettiest of all the minor rackets 
is the advertising of standard prod- 
ucts selling for 15 cents at 14% 
cents. Catch comes after the sale 
is made, for only one article is al- 
lowed per customer. 


Any car parked on a business 
street is at once cluttered with 
ecards from cut-rate auto repair 


parlors, offering tune-ups and valve 
grinding at very low figures. Plenty 
of complaints from car owners who 
have bitten, since the final bill 
mounts up to $75 or $100 worth of 
unauthorized repairs. 

Cleaning business, rife with rack- 





eteering ‘protection’ associations, 
has plenty of angles and twists, 
j;among which is the practice of 


eharging as much for an extra pair 
of pants as for a suit. 

Shoppers in some of ths markets 
have been solicited by pluggers and 
runners for otner groceries, telling 
them of better bargains :o be ob- 
tained across the street or around 
the corner, 

Eggs at a dime a dozen are not 
uncommon hereabouts, but one 
must buy a quarter’s worth of 
lemons to get them. 


Redeo Cowboy Has 


His Canadian Troubles 


St. Johns, N. B., May 9. 

Being mistaken for a notorious 
gangster, suspected of kidnaping 
the Lindbergh baby is only one of 
the difficulties of Almost Lafon- 
taine, a performer in rodeos, fairs, 
and ex-film cowboy, 
| Lafontaine was trying to get 
from Prince Edward Island to Bos- 
ton when hugged by a squad of 
Royal Mounted at Yarmouth, N. Ss. 

He spent some time in the bas- 
tile before the mounties came to the 
conclusion he wasn't the gangster 
they were after, 

After being released the cowboy 
performer was stopped from going 
across the international line by 
U. S. immigraton inspectors on the 
ground he was minus visible means 
of support. Lafontoine is undeter- 
mined-as to future. 


Water Taxi Pinch 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

| Group of water-taxi men con- 
| victed in a county court of trans- 
| porting passengers from the city of 
| Long Beach to the gambling ship 
Johanna.Smith had it all figured 
;}out they would escape because the 
|county has no jurisdiction over a 
city, and Long Beach's boundaries 
extend three miles from shore. 

| Appeal court just killed that idea 

















{with a lengthy decisi@h showing 
| that, while the county line also is 
| only three miles out, it extends 


|further than the city’s three miles 


and the taxi man had to cross a 
Strip of county water. 
Trick basis is that the city’s 


| three-mile line follows the in-curve 


of the bay, while the county's line 
foliows the general coast coaentour 
and jumps bare 
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Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Hi-Lo machines getting big play. | 


Mort Singer back to Chi after 
several weeks here. 
Reform Mayor Anderson 
man can live on 5c. a day. 
Bob La Piner of local Publix of- 
fice planning to run for Congress. 


Says a 


Joe Floyd of Publix art depart- 
ment abandoning cigars for pipe 

Gene Hundredmarks spending 
Sundays at his Lake Minnetonka 
home. 

Leo Morton, chief of Minnesota 
theatre service writing book of 
poems. 

Excelsior Amusement park start- 
ed off pre-season with Sunday oper- 
ations. 











False report sent out over coun- 
try from here anent Bill Robinson 
being shot. 

Helen Hillman, Minnesota cashier, 
flashing new style admired perma- 
nent wave. 

Tracy Barham of Publix home 
office booking department returns 
to New York. 

Sister of Mike Kelly, president of 
Minneapolis baseball club, burned 
to death in Florida. 

A number of local churches, un- 
able to meet bond interest payments, 
are in receivership. 

Elmer Peterson, “Tribune’ report- 
er, goes to Stockholm as Associated 
Press correspondent. 

Florence Reed commuted from St. 


Paul when ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra’ played here. 
Roger Simon, former ‘Pioneer 


Press’ film critic, back from Euro- 
pean honeymoon trip. 

F. E. Murphy of Minneapolis 
‘Tribune’ one of four Associated 
Press directors re-elected. 

New local society of professional 
and amateur magicians being or- 
ganized. Third of kind here. 

Petition before city council asking 
that Gayety (stock burlesque) li- 
cense should not be renewed. 

John Knapp, former member of 
‘Journal’ sports staff, now adman 
for Standard Oil of Indiana. 

Tom Macdonald of ‘Tribune’ edi- 
torial staff created sensation with 
new hat, his first in 10 years. 

Helen Barron, veteran RKO Or- 
pheum secretary, doubling as box- 
office cashier half-days. Economy 
measure. 

Ben Ferris, formerly F. & R. and 
Publix publicity head, local Civic 
and Commerce association public 
relations head. 

W. A. Steffffes, Allied States pres- 
ident and local independent exhib- 
itor, and ‘Buzz’ Bainbridge to try 
foreign films at Shubert. 

Under new, arrangement Publix 
press agents return to their respec- 
tive theatre offices instead of being 
quartered at main offices. 

Two shows short of advertised 
number, Metropolitan theatre must 
make refunds to New York Theatre 
Guild season subscribers. 

‘Tidende,’ oldest Norwegian lan- 
guage newspaper in America, con- 
solidated daily and weekly editions, 
and just publishes latter now. 

Heron Lake, Minn., near here, 
sent delegation of leading citizens 
to honor Walter Abel, home-town 
boy, in ‘Mourning Becomes Electra.’ 

Minneapolis winner of American 
Association baseball cup for west 





opening day paid attendance, initial 
crowd numbering more than 10,000. 

‘Stew’ Johnson, former Minnesota 
theatre orchestra leader and retired 
the past year on account of illness, 


back in harness, singing over the 
air. 

Jacob Ben-Ami remaining over 
additional week to appear with 


Bainbridge stock in ‘Payment De- 
ferred,’ winding up Shubert theatre 
season. ; 

Local department store, using 
showmanship methods, staged pa- 
rade and entertainment called ‘Cot- 
ton Wedding’ to advertise cotton 


goods. 
Suit of W. H. Taylor, former 
Fawcett Publications’ employee, 


against Capt. Billie Fawcett, charg- 
ing latter with filing fraudulent in- 
come tax return, to be tried in fall. 
Report that Eddie Ruben, recently 
resigned as Publix division director 
here, is negotiating to buy back for- 
mer F. & R. Northwest circuit for 
self, William Hamm, jr., L. J. Lud- 
wig and Harold Finkelstein. | 
Charles Winchell and Don Cham- 
bers trading places, former return- 
ing from Publix New York offices to 
handle Northwest circuit out-of- 
town advertising and latter going to 
Gotham to supervise all Mullins’ di- 
vision publicity and exploitation. 


Portland, Ore. 


Bill McCurdy back. 

Floyd Maxwell in from Spokane 
to run Hamrick’s Oriental. 

sill McCurdy managing road 
shows ut™the auditorium for Calvin 
Heilig. 

Another ‘walkathon’ at Lotus Isle 
park. Ice sitters and sleep walkers 
know no depresh. 

Charlie Couche has an animal act 
yet. Tied-up with the state game 
commission to put gold fish in the 
Paramount lobby. Now he has 
cubs there Bring your own 
dust 

Tusko, 


eu 








elephant, 
trainer, 


burg’s civie 
barnstorming His 





bear | 
saw - | 


to | 





‘Sleepy’ Gray, will take him in a 
special truck trailer to Chi for the 


| exposition, giving dime exhibits en 


route. Pachyderm is reputedly the 
biggest in America, 

Two amusement parks scheduled 
to open this month, but no free act 
booking so far. One park started 
a civic campaign against the mo- 
squito ‘menace.’ Idea is to get funds 
to exterminate the pests, which 
bother the park's patrons. One di- 
rector is running for the state leg- 
islature on an anti-mosquito ticket. 


Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 





Salary cut howls everywiiere. 

H. B. Robb healing broken leg. 

RKO boys back to their old cages. 

Kidd Springs, summe-: playground, 
open. 


Ed Blumenthal back 
resort. 

Even Lions’ 
members. 

C. E. Kessnich around to line up 
‘Hotel’ dates. 

Charlie Koerner riding those long 
TexaS stretches. 

Roy Starling shifts from films to 
trailer peddling. 

Curt Beck swamped the kids with 
Tom Mix stills. 

Maurice Barr and W. E. Paschall 
tripped to Coast. 

Civic music ass’n closed second 
successful season. 

Paul Short got three wires in one 
day. Local record. 

S. R. Simpson delegate to P-P 
convention in L, A. 

City dads got the zoo 
against monkey bites. 

Revised census figures give town 
drawing pop of 309,658. 

Charlie Meredith, little theatre 
megger, keeps his job another year. 

Hank Lishin leaves Adolphus. 
Dance spot revamping for summer. 

John RosenfieM and Eddie Barr, 
rival scribes, swapping razzberries 
again. 

Ruth Roland spent most of her 
week here chumming with Jean 
Darnell. 


from health 


Club soliciting for 


insured 





Hollywood 





Sam Ash here for the summer. 

Joe BE. Brown being treated for a 
sprained back. 

Ben Piazza back and 
new eating places. 


Plenty of vacations being called 
off by studio employees. 

Junior Laemmle spent two days 
in bed last week with the flu. 

Lord and Lady Byng visiting the 
studios as Henry McRae’s guests. 

Charles Miller, Equity representa- 
tive, back at work after a flu battle. 

Raid on Luci’s by the Feds leaves 
without a nearby refreshment spot. 

Clarence Freed, youngest brother 


hunting 


of Arthur, plugging Keit-Engle 
tunes. 
Joe Boyle back from London, 


where he was working at the Para- 
mount British studio. . 

All Paramounteers here for con- 
vention put up at the Ambassador 
in opposition to a dog show. 

Gene Fowler will return to his 
Fire Island home June 15 on a five 
months’ leave of absence from 
Radio. 

Gene Fowler and family return to 
New York in June, when his Radio 
contract is up, by way of the 
Panama Canal. 

H. N. Swanson, searching for col- 
lege writing talent for Radio, 
swamped with marked copies of 
rah-rah periodicals. 

Wife of David Butler, Fox direc- 
tor, recovering from an appendix 
operation performed last week at 
St. Vincent's hospital. 

R. N. Bradbury, director of west- 
erns, hobbling around on crutches. 
He went to sleep on a warm night 
while on location and woke up with 
snow covering his knees. 


Manny Wolfe, former Warner 
story editor, has turned impre- 
sario. He is presenting Benjamin 


Zenmach, Moscow Habima dancer, 
at the Hollywood Playhouse May 26. 

In addition to their regular high 
the Paramount and Radio mob 
commission, sellers of the English 
Derby sweepstakes tickets are mak- 
ing a neat profit on the current rate 
of exchange. 

Production of a Laurel and Hardy 
comedy was held up several hours 
at Roach while a bevy of noisy 
swallows were chased from their 
nests in the roof of the sound stage. 
It took a fire hose and smoke pots 
to eliminate the birds. 

Coincident with the writers-pro- 
ducers agreement for fewer names 
on credit titles, Radio changed the 
story credit on ‘Hollywood Merry- 
Go-Round’ from Adela Rogers St. 
John Hyland to Adela Rogers Hy- 





land. Just like that other four- | 
|name femme celeb, Aimee Semple, 
MePherson Hutton, recently bowed 


io a penullimatum. 


| Connecticut 


Indoor circus at Meriden draws 
well. 
Stage show jumps business 


Palace, Danbury. 

Playhouse, Sharon, being enlarged 
for summer stock, 

Coleman Bros. carnival 
season at Middletown. 

Publix theatres celebrate second 
anniversary at Stamford. 

Strand, Waterbury, to continue 
stage shows through summer. 

Palace, Danbury, givi-* away 10 
pairs of shoes every Thursday. 

Greenwich ‘Graphic-News’ chang- 
ing. from bi-weekly. into daily. 

Norwalk theatres discontinue pol- 
icy of continuous Saturday shows. 

Waterbury using slot machines to 
collect money for undernourished 
children. 

Lawrence C. Bessette and Mary 
Yaeger. file marriage “intentions at 
Stamford. 

Steve E. Pandora of the ‘Star,’ 
New Milford, sustained fractured leg 
in auto accident. 

Danbury not expected to be both- 
ered with carnivals this summer. 
Hat trade too dull. 

Waterbury promises to forget all 
about attachments if big circus pays 
visit this summer. 

Hubert W. Glidden, Publix, buy- 
ing lodge site on Candlewood Isle, 
Lake Candlewood, near Danbury. 


opens 





CHATTER 





Lincoln, Neb. 


By Barney Oldfield 


Barber shops two-bitting. 

Capital Beach to open shortly. 

Ad Avery sprouting new hair. 

New jail does a big flop business. 

Foss Jenkins new fight promoter. 

Del Bonner fiddles for the mike 
now. 

Papers squawk on screen adver- 
tising. 

Jack Kelton gone down where it’s 
warm. 

Capital hotel special rating the- 
atricals. 

Publix wage shave not to affect 
Cooper houses. 

Three holes-in-one 
courses already. 

Coca Cola truck driver here looks 
like Paul Whiteman. 

Lee Bennett’s efforts get him offer 
to Columbo for vaude. 

Moving Pub art shop into Lincoln 
theatre to save rental, 

Have a Helen Hayes and Richard 
Bennett on the ‘Journal.’ 

Evelyn Dean spending her (7?) 
birthday with mom in Chi. 

Marj Corrington gave her 
radio appearance—for a while. 

The Harry Zeigenbeins (Fieda 
Graham) have been heiressed. 

May Pershing due back from a 
visit with her brother, the Gen. ~- 

Celebration at close of U. of N. 
Kosmet Klub show put three in 
jail. 

Adam Kreiger shows locals he has 
right to light-heavy neck knotting 
title. 

Grain elevator in southeast Neb. 
has sign ‘Birthplace of Harold 
Lloyd.’ 

Joe Cooper and Pat Magee, It and 
ass’t It for Coop-Pub, surveying the 
local situation. 

Wally Marrow and Freddie Ro- 
mero in nine-hole golf match had 
marks of 115 and 119. 


on local 


last 








Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Eddie Peyton’s new two-bit site 
spot open. 

Mo Glanz was rushed to the hos- 
pital, but nothing serious. 

Howard Adelsberger, Stanley 
treasurer, never wears underwear. 

Ralph Harrison, Harry Harris 
and Pat Haley are rummy addicts. 

Everybody mistook Mildred Bai- 
ley’s Packard for Johnny Harris’ 
special job. 

George Seibel and Harvey Gaul 
staying home this summer for first 
time in years. 

Clarence Grundish, ‘Sun-Tele’ 
movie crick, let out last week in 
economy move. 

Dozen editorial employes of ‘Sun- 
Tele’ got their notices right on the 
heels of a 10% slash. 

Champagne and whiskey prices 
way down, but gin’s the big seller 
around here these days. 

First time in more than three 
years that this burg has been with- 
out a regular theatre m.c. 

At least a dozen different brands 
of pipe tobacco scattered at random 
about Jerry Mayhall's office. 

Jimmy Balmer and Bill Scott to- 





gether tip the scales at 497 pounds, 
with Jimmy accounting for 278. 
Bernie Armstrong has a miniature 





|a pieced newsreel that’s a howl. 
| The ‘Three So-and-So’s, gal trio 


that won Paul Whiteman audition 
here, currently at the Stanley for 
a week, 

1 George Kaufman's ‘Of Thee I 


| 


theatre rigged up in his cellar and | 


| 


| 





' 


Sing*® second Pulitzer prize in a row 
for Pittsburgh authors, Mare Con- 
nelly getting it last year. 

Tommy Silverblatt gave Charlie 
Danver a column on what kinds of 
posies theatrical big shots order 


at'ievery morning for their lapels. 


A local film commentator known 
for his Garbo consciousness is being 
kidded by fake telephone callers 
who imitate the Swedish nightin- 
gale’s voice and give him the works. 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Night golf soon at Ingleside. 

Pearl Buck expected in July: 

Jess Norman sneezes when peep- 
ing at the sun. 

Craig Smith off on fiying jaunt 
to City of Angels. 

Lloyd Yoder polishing up 
spurs for the Salinas rodeo. 

Max Bradfield with the wife and 
baby here visiting his mother. 

Peter Bauch, oldtime member 
Musicians’ Union, passed away. 

Vic Rodman nerts about photog- 
raphy; pesters everyone for a pose. 

Jennings Pierce swanky in new 
private office as NEC chief an- 
nouncer. 

Alma Robbins, KFRC songstress, 
marches up aisle with Charley 
Risko, fighter. ; 

Don Steele, vocalist with Lofner 
band, married to Evelyn de Claire- 
mont, non-pro. 

Barrett Willoughby in personals 
at local dept. store and autograph- 
ing her books. 

Malanini, magician, pulled a fair 
crowd to a $1.50 magic show at 
Hotel St. Francis. 

Sam Pechner, asst. mer. Fox, 
abed with a broken ankle, result 
of running for a street car. 

Summer season opens soon on 
Russian River. Hal Girvin orches- 
tra into Guernewood Park; Bunny 
Burson into Guerneville. 


New England 


Five cents will buy a sandwich 
most anywhere. 

‘Peaches’ Browning plays Wor- 
cester and Providence. 

Orchestra leader got a request to 
play ‘Minnie the Butcher.’ 

Ten bands played benefit dance 
for Worcester musicians’ union. 

More work for Harry Zeitz. Now 
he’s got to.book films for the Em- 
pire, New Bedford. 

Film theatres with the biggest 
shows for smallest price continue 
to do the business. 

Reading, Mass., selectmen nixed 
a petition from the Reading theatre 
for a Sunday license. 

Sumner Nichols, back in harness, 
directing the Worcester Players’ 
club in “The High Road.’ 

Walter Smith and his band en- 
gaged for Sunday concerts this 
summer in Quincy, Mass. 

Victo: Sutherland, stock leading 
man, considering opening a sum- 
mer company in New Bedford, 
Mass. 

Harry Smith’s got shows on War- 
ner’s Capitol stage in Springfield, 
playing ‘Darktown Scandals’ this 
week, 

Dwight Gilmore not taking any 
chances on summer stock this year 
at the Court Square, Springfield, 
Mass. 

In Webster, Mass., cops—or may- 
be there’s only one there—nabbed 
a guy stealing electric bulbs from 
a theatre sign. 

Eighteen-year-old high school 
girl laughed so heartily at a comedy 
in a Salem, Mass., theatre that it 
caused heart attack and death. 

Barber price war in Pittsfield, 
Mass. One barber offering an apple 
with every haircut. Another says 
he thinks he will give a lollypop. 

Springfield, Mass., finally finds 
profit in rental of Municipal Audi- 
torium after boosting charge 20%. 
— in April amounted to $1,- 

‘Glad it wasn’t the box office,’ 
said Louis Coriarty after he dis- 
covered a vending machine had 
been robbed of coins in the Bijou, 
Uxbridge, Mass. 

Mr. and Mrs. Madison Corey, the 
former a Paris theatrical man, are 
visiting Corey’s father in Prook- 
line, Mass., after the son’s 40th 
trans-Atlantic voyage. 

Arthur Joseph Payette, 
machines in the Arcade, Spring- 
field, Mass., long enough to wed 
Ora Anna Hubert and then they 
skipped on a honeymoon. 

Looks like Bill Powell's gonna 
stay in Springfield, Mass. The dis- 
trict publicity manager for Publix 
leases a six-room house and there- 
in installs himself and missus. 

Rose M. Voge of Union City, N. 
J., former illustrated song soloist 
in Worcester, Mass., film theatres, 
granted divorce in Worcester from 
Charles IF. Voge on a charge of de- 
sertion. She allowed her husband 
to have their piano, which was sec- 
ond-hand when they bought it 18 
years ago 


his 





left the 


“Haven cottage. 
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Jersey Shore 


By Wes Nolte 


Frank Ward O'Malley at Brielle, 


Hollywood Casino, Re Ban 
closed. : 
Player's Club, Fair Hay 
decorated. Mat 
Maggie Cline does Fai 
with a cane. . 


Fritz Lieber says i : 
be an actor. eee Es ben 
Charley Wesson in 
Fair Haven. 
Joe Humphreys opens 


taxi biz at 


his Fair 


Bessie Claytdén now lives ; 
Branch all year. Bead. 
Tony Hunting closing hi i 
torium theatre, Highlands. a 
Roger Pryor of ‘Blessed 
week ends at Long Branch. 
A floating nudist colony. 
location daily to avoid ar rest. 
Rebuilding the Bradley Beach 
Casino, which burned recently 
Seventy members resigned from 
the swank Deal Country Club. 
Eddie Baker points out Martin 
Beck’s Elberon place to his friends, 
Ray Sanborn, once of the big 
learues, wants to buy a roadhouse 
Several hardy souls trying to re- 
a driving ranges and minnie 
golf. 
Lydia Barry at Rumson after a 
Hollywoed winter as guest of Polly 
Moran. f 


Event,’ 


Changes 


Don’t mention vaude to Herb 
Shusterman. 
around. 


Norman Thomas, Socialist, dick. 
ering for ‘The Standard,’ Red Bank 
Weekly. 

‘the Parent-Teachers’ Associa- 
tion at Red Bank reviews the films 
for kids. 

Syndicate of shore sportsmen 
take over Max Phillip’s Suneagles 


Country Club. 

Tommy Phelan, Long Branch 
Paramount manager, scat. sings 
Tommy, Jr., to sleep. 

Robert Shippee, of the Shippee- 
Johnson Peruvian Expedition, to 
lecture tour with films and. stills 
taken on trip. 

Bovuze prices screwy. Gin $5 a 


quart, while good Lincoln Inn rye 
can be had for $1.50 a pint. Beer 
$22 half barrel. 

Al Coleman, brother of grappler 
Abe, and Rudy Miller to promote 


wrestling at Long Branch. Jack 
Curley has the concession. 
Upon the slightest provocation 


Lou Miller, manager of Doherty’s 
Tavern, Red Bank, will do what he 
calls his ‘snapper’ dance. 

Red Bank Airport and the S. P. 
C. A. battling. Seems the airport 
officials want to let a monkey make 
a parachute jump, but the §, P. 
says nix. It goes to court soon. 





Loop 





Mike Barnes out of the hospital. 

Operators ball wound up in a big 
way. 

Ben FPernie’s cigars getting big- 
ger. 

Not much of a play from here for 
the Derby. : 

Louie Lipstone had te call time 
out for a cold. 

Loop eatery selling big stein of 
beer for a nickel, 

Asher Levy back from an inspec- 
tion tour for RKO. 

Roosevelt theatre on State street 
dark for the first time. 

Johnny Joseph christened his new 
buggy with a dented fender. 

Harry Herts getting an _ over- 
hauling at the Mercy hospital. 

Walter Immerman making sleeper 
jumps around the B. & K. houses. 

Arch Herzoff starting to let out 
his belt to agrée with his circum- 
ference. 

Harry Singer now a_ regular 
Wednesday commuter from Mil- 
waukee. 

Carl Laemmle, Sr., came in for 
the Universal sales convention at 
the Drake. 

Bill Young can talk about Cuba 
by the hour and not once mention 
Morro Castle. 

Frank Dare again starting to 
yearn for the simple ways of the 
country lanes. ; 

Roy Bruder getting his golf sticks 
polished up, but wondering when he 
will have time. 

Joe Lewis drives around town in 
a Chevvy, while his stooge parades 
in a big Hudson. 

Will “orowitz thinks he has t 
see every M-G-M flicker because hé 
works for Robbins. 

Frank Schreiber excited about 
the weather forecast commerci 
his station has copped. 

Hugo Reisenfeld got a fare-thee- 
well blowout before departing f0F 
New York and the Roxy. } 

Sam Bramson’s motoring activi- 
ties is prompting his friends to pre 
sent him with a road map. ck 

Bill Rothstein and Sam Skolmic 
looking over the situation since they 
closed the Rubaiyat for the summer. 


Margaret Livingstone ( we 
Whiteman) jumped here ahead ¢ 
Paul for disposition of their apart 
ment. i 

ane 


Bob Sisk, without a black tie h 
slimmer this time, breezed throus® 
town with H. B. Franklin, Joe I lun 
kett and Phil Reisman. 


Tom Carmody got dizzy from = 
bibing to much coffee ani i. 
smacked down for a couple 0 “now 


He’s drinking buttermilk fr 
on. 
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Broadway 


White shoes on the Square. 
Jerry Lesser had glim fixed. 
Kusells folding for the summer. 





Seymour Felix back from the 
Coast. 
Mike Connolly due back this 
week. 





Annual Equity meeting May 31 at 


the Astor. 


A. QO. Dillenbeck looks at life phil- | 
osophically. } 
the 


Nat Dorfman to Coast for 
Metro May 15, 

Bookies getting a good play from 
the femmes this spring. 

Eddie Kook had a shiner and 
gtandard alibis last week. 

Colby Harriman, ‘ormer Loew 
manager, writirg air stuff. 

Frank Vreeland keeps pretty 


much to himself these days. 

Lee Ochs permits smoking all 
ever the house at his Uptown. 

Josephine Davis, former vaude 
single, running a modiste shop. 

Schneebrunzer club with Bill 
Naughton and Bill Sullivan topping. 

Paramount building a morgue 
with everyone away at the conven- 
tion. 

Hector Fuller cracks that NYU 
is now offering a course in receiver- 
ehip. 

Lee Posner giving serious thought 
to his tonsils in the Morrisania 
hosp. 

Milton Aborn says he’s going to 
rest up this summer after a long 
season. 

Dave Apollon and his Russe re- 
vuette probably into the new Billy 
Rose musical. 

Robert Reud 
Miller-Frohman p. a. 
rope for vacash. 

John Hutchens sitting as dramatic | 
while John} 

} 
| 
} 
| 





resigned as Gilbert 


Going to Eu-| 


editor of the ‘Times’ 
Byram is abroad. 

Kent Thurber’ got held up, 
knocked out and robbed clean, all 
in the sume night. 

Add inveterate’ ribbers: Nate | 
Kramer, owner of the Hotels Edi- | 
son, Forrest, etc. 

| 


Buddy Rogers and band moves 
from the Pennsylvania grill to that 
hotel's roof May 20. 

Arman Kaliz back to the Coast 
arrival in Hollywood. 


First picture part for Harriet 


Hagman, ‘Vanities’ beaut, is in ‘Is 
My Face Red?’ for Radio. 
Special cop having tough time 


chasing the Bond building and Pal- 
ace beach stander-arounders. 

The Dows have provided a card 
table and checker board for indie 
agents waiting for their turn. 

Tamara flew to Detroit on a rush 
assignment Wednesday (4) to open 
the same day at the Blossom Heath. 

John Byram, ‘Times’ dram ed, and 
bride on belated honeymoon to Eu- 
rope Wednesday (11) via S.S. New 
York. 

Unkind cut. They chiseled out 
Carroll's name in marble block in 
theatre front and changed it to 
Casino. é 

Charles L. Kimball, Radio studio 
film editor, brought neg east of 
‘State's Attorney’ and will stick 


Bennie Holzman, in Chicago ahead 
of ‘Scandals,’ says his New York 
office not closing temporarily or 
otherwise, 

Sid Spinrad deserting Broadway 
for a mercantile enterprise in Chi. 
His father will operate the Spinrad 
tonsorial parlor. 

The Fred MclIsaacs coastward via 
a slow mail steamer, S. S. Ayuru- 
oca, to take in the lesser South 
American towns. 

Both Abe Lyman, a New York ex- 
patriate for a year, and Addie Mc- 
Phail, here with Roscoe Arbuckle, 
homesick for the Coast. 

Mare Lachmann plans a summer 
revue or a coast trip during the 
hot spell, probably the latter. The 
Missus hails from Santa Barbara. 

Gus Edwards, with 15 years, is the 
Jack Os- 
terman, Arthur Levy and Arthur 
Caesar are other inveterate addicts. 

Job of selling or renting the Par 
Astoria studio has passed from the 
real estate department to Lou Dia- 








mond of jee a .< 
etaft. the short subject sales 

Charles Peyton recuperating at} 
White Plains after five months in | 
the hosp., hopes to be back in New | 
York this week. Underwent five | 
operations. 

Lauretta Puck, daughter of Eva | 
Puck (Puck and White) will be 
Mrs. Raiph B. Randall after a pri- | 
vate family ceremony May 13. | 


Groom is an attorney. 

Eddie Leonard, Jr., spent a lotta 
dough for daily ads to herald his 
advent at the Metropolitan O. H 


tion ir 


} 


ju-jitsu and se~eral speaking Eng- 
| lish. 

First school for the teaching of | 
Mexican national dances, stage 
craft, costuming, etc., inaugurated 
‘by the Ministry of Public Educa- 
tion. Instruction will take three 
years, 


| advantage 
| doesn't mention negatives. 


| 1932’ to compete in Furopean con- 


i Sr. Mom or anybody else to 
| pictures. 
i finance 

' 





Borrah Minevitch sailed on 24 
hours’ notice with the Roxy-Beck 
party on the ‘Bremen.’ Left sans 
passport or visas, which will have 
to be straightened out for him by 
the Morris office while he is en 
His wife, who became a 
a fortnight ago, joins him 
in a week or so. 


route, 


mother 





Mexico City | 


By D. L. Grahame 


——— } 


Vicente S. P..acios, former sales | 
manager for Mexican Fox Films, 
died at his home here after a brief 
illness. He was 35 and married. 

War Department has warned 
army officers that they must not 
use their uniforms to chisel into 
theatres. Violators of edict are sub- 
ject to discipline. 

Girl cops still on the job. Civic 
government changed its mind about 
eliminating them. Corps has been 
reduced in number to 28. All know 


Local gyps bringing into Mexico 
picture negatives which they de- 
velop, charged Orozco Arrioja, pres- 
ident of a film trade body, taking 
of the new traffic law 
increased levies for non- 
discs which 


providing 
Spanish positives and 


a beauty 
Mexico of 


running 
‘Miss 


is 
select 


Loeal 
contest 


print 
to 


test for the world looker. ‘‘ree trip 
to Europe and back with expenses 
and a gold loving cup are induce- 
ments. Rules provide only girls of 
scholastic accomplishments as well 
as looks may compete. 


Argentina 


By Harry E. Goldfiam 





Hermoso here. 

Victor Schochet, Fox, still swears 
by Spanish. 

Stork visited Mortimer C. Budton, 
Columbia rep at Rosario. Boy. 

Keaton’s ‘Sidewalks of New York’ 
SRO at Broadway for opening Tues- 
day. 

Monroe Isen, Universal chief, re- 
turning from Brazil for opening of 
‘Frankenstein.’ 

Rosita Forbes, English novelist, 
here giving lectures at so much per. 
Tells mostly of adventures in Ara- 
bian deserts. Also over air. 

Economy drive by film firms re- 
sults in much smaller ads in local 
papers. One firm uses both sides of 
paper in notes to press and ungums 
envelopes. 

John Day, Paramount chief this 
territory, across the Andes by plane 
for New York via _ Chile. Fred 
Lange, Par’s Argentine head, ac- 
companying. 

Film critic of ‘El Mundo’ says 
work of Georges Metaxa in ‘Secrets 
of Secretary’ (Par) outrage against 
Argentine. Metaxa plays gigolo role 
opposite Colbert. 

English papers here describe re- 
cent volcano eruption as tremendous 
—death dealing. One paper gives it 
four cols front page. ‘B. A. Herald’ 
describes stories as voleano-dust. 

Government employes getting 
their back pay at last, so business 
picking up somewhat. The hot spell 
papers say hottest April in 70 years; 
no good for trade, but cold spell due 
shortly. 

New style release here gives most 
films day and date in up and down- 
town house. Film men say same 
advertising boosts picture in both 
places and net result better at b. o. 
Previously only hottest went two 
houses: now all in that class, flops 
included. 

‘Variety’ story about ‘Via de Oro,’ 
Argentine film now in N. Y. for re-! 





lease, made locals laugh. Picture! 
couldn't find a spot here. It’s un- | 
true that government is financing | 


make | 

Takes gov. all its time to} 
itself. Picture lasted three| 
days here. | 


: re ree 


The Hague ) 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 


Rika Hopper, Dutch actress, join- | 


Frj was in connection with the 
Mars’ Frolic. ing de Veer, who is going with his 
Walter Winchell has gained six company to Dutch West Indies. 
Pounds on the coast and avers its! First 100% Russian talker reeled 
is srenk om the new Sid Skolsky | off for private audience: “Der Weg 
tough he otherwise it would be too ins Leben, produced by Nicolai 
attling against the Skolsky-| Ekk. Performance was in Rotter- 
re Harris type of beards when the | dam. 
fa £rows up. In village of Zaandam treasure- 
Epidemic of telephone slot-itis hunting resumed acain; for years 
oo the Sanare. Racket, where- | all sorts of diviners busy there try- | 
+ oy stuffing blocks up the re- ing to finda car he, w hi h according 
fed nickels on phone calls, seems! to local tradition is buried there 
bo A zoned off territorially. It ex- | Many seers, mediums and mahatma’s 
aing why returned nickels don’t | have tried their hand there, no su 
all down the phone box chute all! cess so far. Two Germans, Major 


Henny and his brother, now at it. ito 


Paris 
By Maxime Levy 


Noel Coward a week late. 

Kathleen Kay on a milk diet. 

Argentina taking a long rest. 

The Feidlebaums at the races. 

Henry Festcourt’s father dead. 

Agnes Petersen visiting Rheims. 

Adele Astaire here for trousseau. 

Joe Zelli reopening the Royal Box 

Irvin Asher in the American hos 
pital. 

Dorothy Thompson getting a wel- 
come. 

Walter M. Krauss doing Montpar- 
nasse. 

tivalry to get Sinclair Lewis to 
speak. 

llona 
Riviera. 

Erskine Gwynne very English in 
flannels. 

Marcel Achard to 
his play. 


Karolewna back from the 


Prague to see 


Jeff Dickson bringing 70 lions up | 


from Italy. 
Desha here from London to dance 
at Bagdad. 


Eight houses now showing talkers 
English. 
W. Lee 

sinus trouble. 


in 


Elizabeth Arden looking over her | 


business here. 
Lucien Leumas getting in on the 
Arihee publicity. 
Stowaways and suicides 
local press crazy. 
3aron Valentin 
back from Berlin. 


driving 


Paul Oscard stage producing for | 


Gaumont theatres. 
D. La Tourette Brown with an Al- 
gerian coat of tan, 


Tobacco making exhibition at new | 


Maison de France, 
Alex Woollcott declined 
American Club, 
Margaret Severn going back to 
America in the fall 
Phillip Goodman back, 
eating at usual spots. 
Bank clerks going in for back- 
gammon at Ritz bar. 
Priscilla Kastner taking her din- 
ner guests to a preview. 
Dave Souhami to Brussels on his 
eturn from North Africa. 
Arthur Moss’ stuff ne longer ap- 
pears in the local ‘Herald.’ 
Pirandello sick and unable to at- 
tend a function in his honor. 
Pierre Brassuer staying 
3erlin to finish his Ufa films. 
Pearl White says her hosses are 
not doing so well this season. 
Richard Tauber leaving the Rivi- 
era to go London for 12 weeks. 
Serre Eisenstein has a few sharp 
things to say about U. S. laws. 
Jeanne Helbling considering mak- 
ing a travelog on her own yacht. 
EFiectoral meetings as well as fine 
weather hurting the show business. 
May Birkhead now includes pic- 
tures among the ritzier social notes. 


to speak 
at 


but not 


on in 


Nights clubs are going to be 
mighty champagne-less this sum- 


mer. 


Wanda de Muth out of hospital 


and doing tests for ‘White Horse 
Inn.’ 

Lewis Mumford and George Cam- 
eron came over together on ‘Eu- 
ropa.’ 


Wilhelm van Loon up to Holland 
for a week at his father’s place at 
Veere. 


Nadja refusing to make an after- | 


dinner speech on love and the 
stage. 

tobert Wyler, directing for Par- 
amount, is changing his name 
Villiers. 

Yvonne Vallee (Mrs. Maurice 
Chevalier) waiting in Paris for her 
husband. 

That honeymoonish look of the 
Hulswitts, who have a three months’ 
old haby. 

William Seabrook back from New 


York on first trip of overhauled 
‘Leviathan.’ 
Lacy Kastner bought Maurice 


Barbour’s car and is planning some 
Sunday picnics. 

Steve Fitzgibbons over from 
London for week-end and riding 


around in a Rolls. 


Water Folner, with Mrs. Elsie 
Folner and Mrs. William Folner, ar- 
riving from Egypt. : 

Lincoln popular with film 
moving upstairs and chasing 


sar, 


men 
restaurant to basement, 
Newsboys report an increase in 


number of Americans in France 
but not the monied ones. 

Margaret Severn nearly 
to an enthusiastic 
Pirandello dinner. 
Harvey beating 


he 


losing a 
slipper amateul 
after a 


it to 


Lilian 


ad’Antibes to her villa as soon as she 


finishes a picture in Berlin. 


Mex Dearly got 6,000 frs. per per- | 


for his work in last Moga- 
Ran three months. 
Gjeorge Wrangel 
‘ew York that he is 
nedict’ on the ‘Journal,’ 
Dorgeles, the 
coming out wit! 
it Montmartre as was. 
Farnum writing all the 
about her plans and 
ttin them know that she’s fone 
Lie nzston Moffett arriving in 
“wn With clean pockets and storm- | 


ormance 


writes 


now 


Wooden Crosses,’ 
ok alx 
Dovott 


edjtors 





ing the Banker's Trust with a 
beard. : 

George Kann brought back a sult 
ease full of German records from 
Berlin, and they are all Hollywood 


bound. 





Dickson in hospital with | 


Mandelstamm | 


to |} 


Lauritz Melchoir, Sigrid Onegin, 
Sir Thomas Beecham and Sokoloff 
all on same boat, bringing musi 
back to Europe. 

{ Host of new cabarets open in 
| Montmartre, one built like a dirigi 
ble, Z-44. Albert Volterra is reopen- 
ing the Abbaye. 

Saul Colin «< 1ining a sce irio 
from Queen Marie in Bui st and 

to the op ne « Si ¢ t Ss 
theatre at Stratford-on 


Montreal 


Lily Pons sell out at St. Denis. 

Howard Conover trying to 
French. 

Jerry Shea helping out local mu- 
sicians. 
| Stan Day still holding out at Ste 





Agathe. 
| Sam Shane ducking depression 
| for tennis. ; 

Judge Morrison all set for the 
| ‘they’re off’ cry. 
Jimmy Adams losing weight un- 
der pressure of biz. 
| E. Lemessurier lighting up ‘Her- 
} ald’ with caricatures. 
| Dominion park, badly in red last 
| year, reopens May 14. 

Bob Parson inviting crowd to 5St. 
Faustin for the fishing. 

Hard stuff being charged 10% 


more under new provincial govern- 
} ment tax regulation. 

President Montreal Theatre Man- 
j}agrers’ Association, Hizzoner Mayor 
Rinfret, economizing. 

| Theodore Morgan says 
| be Montreal's biggest U. 
| year and urges keeping 
| prices, 

Biggest hole in 
| Canada, Montreal's terminal site, in 
|centre of city, to be turned into 
|sunken garden. C. N. R. saying it 
with flowers. 


this is to 
S. tourist 
down of 


the ground in 


Newark 


By C. R. Austin 





Edna Schlanger just bought her- 
self a car. 

Jimmie Shearer's radio revue tak- 
ing a week at the Mosque. 

Charlie Mannof Oritani, Hacken- 
Sack, in French hospital, New York. 


Spitz Kohen, Regent, Elizabeth, 
left for Phila for mother's funeral. 

Arnold Eisen appointed § special 
deputy on local secret service po- 
lice. 


Bennie Fairbanks holding audi- 
tions at Branford for his own show 


there. 

Charlie Bechtoldt returns to San- 
ford, Irvington, after nine weeks’ 
! iliness. 

Boys’ week bringing free shows 
for the kids in the downtown 
houses. 

Warner Club holds first meeting 
and dance at Mosque ballroom 
shortly. 


East Orange holding a referen- 
dum on Sunday shows. Petitions are 





out in South Orange. 

George Kelley, district manager 
for WB, promoting hasketball 
games for stage of Ritz, Elizabeth. 

William Faversham stock closed 
at Montclair. He looked for angels 
in Montclair, but town not close 


enough to heaven. 
John Turteltaub offers tie for le- 


City, once assistant to Tex Rickard, 

holding two tights’ performances of 

high school reyue of 74 people. 
Harry Goldberg, who theoretically 





} 


} 


Cap 


author of | 


learn | 


| Joe 


Berlin 


By Max Magnus 

Luna Park open. 

Agnes Straub on tour. 

Paul Kohner expected. 

Sophie P&gay is 75 years old. 

George Kann to Paris by plane, 

Kaethe von Nagy back from Pris 

Circus Busch to go films during 
summer 

Mary Wigman to guest play at the 
Globe, London, in May. 


Mady Christians on tour through 
liolland and Switzerland 

Viktor Barnowsks privaie home 
nd library sold by auction 

Miles Mander, foreign production 


manager of Pittaluga, in town. 


Martha Eegerth quarreled with 
er impresario Graf Col'oredo 
Robert Liebmann recuper re at 
Buehlerhohe, near Baden-Baden 
Leni Riefenstahl and Lucy Fnze! 
guesting at Aussig, Czechoslovakia 
Erich Maria Remarque and Emil 


| Ludwig applying for Swiss nation- 


ality. 
Robert Wilschke, who a few weeks 
|} ago left ‘Parenna,’ returned to his 
job there. 

German Exhibitors’ Syndicate re- 
fused to make a second picture with 


May. 

Gitta Alpar to play ‘Madame Re- 
camier’ next season, with Rotter 
Brothers. 

The forger, Salaban, has written 
in prison a film manuscript titled 
| *The Prosecutor.’ 

Grock decided to resume his 


vaudeville career and will appear at 
the Scala in the fall. 

Leontine Sagan, only German 
|; woman film director, in for 
| opening of her ‘Girls in Uniform.’ 

Three seniors among Berlin thea- 
tre critics withdrew into private 
life: Fritz Engel, ‘Berliner Tage- 
blatt’; Emil Faktor, ‘Borsen-Cou- 
rier’, and Franz Servaes, ‘Berliner 
Lokal-Anzeiger, 


Ia ric 
aris 





gitimate inquiries for rent of WB} 
stores, offices. Harry Kalmine won 
the first neckpiece. 

Mickey Krittel, reformed song 
writer, now house manager Stanley, 
Jersey City, is slipping and has a 
song for Arthur Jarrett. 

William Stillman of Ritz, Jersey 





Henry Sherek on flying trip to 
| Berlin and Paris. 
Sir A. Lindsay-Hogg, Frances 


Doble’s title, in legal trouble. 

Anny Ahlers hostessing for caba- 
ret reopening at the Carlton Hotel. 

Dicky Collins throwing birthday 
party for Glenn Ellyn at the Cafe 
Royal. 

George Shurley will do presenta- 
tions at London Pavilion when 
house goes vaudeville. 

Russell Johns joining the Ad- 
mirals, American singing duo in 
Europe for the last four years. 

Now that ‘White Horse Inn’ is off, 
‘Waltzes from Vienna’ becomes 
West End’s longest run musical. 

-aramount stunt at a provincial 
| house wag, to give away Jewish 
| prayerbook to Hebrew customers 
| Passover. 











Ord Hamilton, who sued a Lon- 
don paper for suggesting he sang 
blue .songs, settled out of court for 
about $5,000. 

Eric Barker, ‘Evening News’ the- 
atrical sleuth, denies wearing ca- 
melia. Claims its a gardenia, and 
says paper pays. 

Harry Taft, American comedian 
who was here for years, now in New 
York hunting talent for M. Mitchell 
and Julius Derewski, agents. 


ee oe eee 


Toronto 


Ely Culbertson in town. 
Ross Hamilton to Nova Scotia. 
red Griffen bound for Mussia. 


Cantor Max Hershman coming for 


la recital. 


Rates to West Indies cut for hon- 
eymooners., 

Ted Reeve will turn 
Queen's U coaching job. 

Freddie Fetherstonhaugh wed Au- 


down that 


|} drey Emaygh in the Big City. 


Bobby Rosenfeld to the ‘Montreal 
Herald’ for a sports column. 

Cornelia Otis Skinne: being par- 
tied by the Bryn Mawr alumni. 

Dave Gillies will succeed Frank 





lives in Philly, grown tired of white | Nelson as steward of Can. Racing 
lights, has returned home to let his Ass'n. . 
wife see if she can recognize him. |, Charles’ (Horses) Ayers will sock 

Clayton Hamilton in town ahead | ‘#iders Up’ column into ‘Star’ in 

of Walter Hampden. Making |*¥O Weeks. 

speeches in high schools and else- Dr. lawrence Mason, ‘Globe’ 
'where. As usual still tells his age drama scribe, shops with a large 
|}in every speech. brown paper bag. : 

Police have warrants out for Max | Walter Hagan here trying to 
| Olinger, chief of staff, and Henry | 69 on the Royal York course. 
} Dill and Martin Kran, ushers at| With depression as reason, city 
Capitol, accu ed of stealing week- | council refused watches to Stanley 
end receipts from safe of house. Cup winners, world’s hockey 

Ni ELE SOG ERI EIS re champe. 
Forbes Thrasher of the Roval 
° . York, known as ‘Dai to the help, 
Winnipeg becomes mer. of the Lord Nelson at 
Halifax. 
By Matt Corbett Local rags don’t know it vet, but 
igi Young Stribling and Joe Dector 
H. FE. Spencer, dramaed ‘TYree| will play a decision match here in 
Press,’ in hospital a fortnight. 

J. C. MeNeil filling in as dramatk Those four-in-hand coaches on 
reviewer at ‘Free Press.’ the downtown drags art being 

Gyro chub presénts N-Canadia driven by Harry Sifton and Erskine 
rodeo at Amphitheatre, 2-7 Eaton as an Eglington Hunt Club 

Weather still cold nd ove oat gar, 

sh but ‘No Hat Boy open sé Rack from the big town and a 
son. hout with the Paramount organ 

Mike Goodman and Weiner, mere Renee Nizan says, ‘Such sounds of 
RKO Winnipeg and Capitol, switch | jungle heasts, but for me grand 
jobs. bmusic, No, No!’ 








i 
i 
{ 


RS RI eR Ee 


Solio ek iene 

















VARIETY — 





TEMES SQUARE 


Tuesday, May 10, 1932 








Duluth 


By James Watts 





Epidemic of blackface plays at 


local churches. 


Robert E. Donaldson, new police | 
Chief, known as the po@t-cop. 

Fortune teller opened quarters at 
*haunted’ house as a ballyhoo. 

Free chapeau with every perma- 
nent wave at local beauty parlor. 

Manager P. F. Schwie of Orpheum 
has booked ‘Vanities’ for May 
29-30. 

Roy Prytz, manager of Granada, | 
boasts of four months’ old baby that 
rocks herself to sleep. 

Dogs observe ‘Bastile Day.’ An- 
cient dogwagon of poundmaster 
sold under the hammer. 

Frank Sayles, former stock fav., 
got hand at screen bow in ‘Destry 
Rides Again’ as bartender. 

Concert series in Superior, Wis., 
beginning Oct. 7 under auspices of 
the Superior Choral society. 

Superiorites protest state law au- 





thorizing fine and imprisonment 
for practice of daylight saving. 
teorge D. Milligan, prominent 


golfer and Swe-ish dialect enter- 
tainer, moving to Portland, Ore. 

Twenty-three years ago this May 
Duluthians enjoyed sleighrides with 
7 inches of snow on the ground, 

Duluth’s halcyon rowing days will 
be revived. Chamber named group 
to arrange for crews and a regatta. 

Margaret Culkin Banning of Du- 
luth, novelist and mag _ writer, 
chosen G. O. P. national committee- 
man. 

Everett Nelson, native Duluthian 
and assistant pro at Westmoreland 
Golf Clvb, Chicago, made pro at 
Enger muni links. 

Ore shipments from the Lake Su- 
perior area for April totaled 44,073 
tons; less than one-third of the to- 
tal for the same period last year. 

Frank Ahlgren, former dramatic 
editor and now m. e. Memphis ‘Com- 
mercial Appeal,’ in Superior and 
Duluth on account of mother’s ill- 
ness. 

It was off and on ag’in for Ev. 
Seibel’s farewell party. After being 
slated for transfer by Publix as 
p. a., he was promoted to pilot Gar- 
Dick theatre. 

District court dismissed action of 
Duluth Holding company to obtain 
funds deposited by Amphitheatre 
company. Company had judgments 
for $22,781 against defendants. 

Patrolman Ralph E. Lutz, enter- 
tainer for Duluth’s finest, facing 
dismissal for repeated intoxication, 
excused action on grounds of his 
being booze collector and dispenser 
for the force. 





Reno 


Rodeo and wild west show here 
during July, fe 

Jack Dempsey says no reconcilia- 
tion contemplated. 

Al G. Barnes’ circus packed 'em 
for two good shows. 

Harry Bannister and_ circus 
midgets exchanged greetings in side 
show. 

Leonard Sacks still trying to se- 
cure fight here July 4 for Dempsey 
with Carnera or Levenski. 

Republican state convention 
ducked discussion of prohibition law 
by declining to adopt state platform. 
Mayor E. E. Roberts, militant wet, is 
keynoter at Republic gathering, and 
never mentions dry law in talk. 

Judith Voselli divorced here by 





admission to dance floor instead of 
the nickel-a-dance. 


Nine directors named for Muny | 
Opera, including J. J. Shubert as | 
| general production manager; E. R. | 
| 


personal representative; 
Barratt, scenic designer; 
Moore, associate scenic de- 

Giuseppe Bombaschek, | 
musical director; Edward Scanlan, 
associate stage director; William 
Holbrook, dance director, and Maury 
Rubens, assistant musical director, 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Simmons, 
Watson 
Herbert 
signer; 








Dave Jones took time off to lose 





with a Miami tan, 
Floyd Zimmerman and wife shop- | 


opening eatery of his own. 

Arch Lauterer and Helen Forrest 
to free lance it in New York. 

Lee Wakefield, local 
changing handle to Lee James. 
Despite only three-day run, Met 
opera dropped dough at Public Hall. 
Dick Zeisler looking for a spot for 
Cameo’s stranded burlesque troupe. 
Bobby May, vaude juggler, was 
known as Ludwig Mayer in Cleve- 
land. 


Karl Von Ei, Dick Halliburton’s 


again direct Chautauqua’s summer 
rep company. 

Al Katz sporting three-karat dia- 
mond ring given him by Hollywood 
cafe, New York. 

Russel Collins has taken year’s 
leave of absence from Playhouse to 
join Group Rep Theatre. : 
Mewyn Bogue, Kay Kyser’s 
trumpeter, and Janet Meade of Erie 
put on a wedding act May 9, 


Arrest of 14-year-old girl dancing 
in nude, with following investiga- 
tion, has put crimp in stag shows. 
‘People now gobble and run,’ was 
Nate W. Stone’s explanation for 
shutting Hipp Inn after 20 years. 
Ansley , Whittendale quitting 
Hanna to manage Empire in New 
York in September. John Hale com-~ 
ing in, 

Bill McDermott, drama crick of 
‘Peedee,’ leaving for annual Euro- 
pean writing trip May 13 for three 
months. 

Rubber Goldberger and Bernie 
Bernstein, who brodied out of night 
club biz, now selling Cincinnati 
cemetery lots. 


Phoenix, Ariz. 
By R. J. Rhodes 


— 


Girl show at Ramona theatre out. 

Delay in Charles Skouras’ visit, 
but expected anytime. 

Phoenix ‘Gazette’ news room will 
be air-cooled this summer. 




















John Eshelman Lloyd. She never 
answered complaint and Lloyd was 
not present when decree was grant- 
ed. Two days later he married Mrs. 
Nancy Hooten Penrose Gilford of 
New York in San Francisco. 


Louisville 


By M. W. Hall 








Edwin Franko Goldman, native of 
Louisville, visiting friends and rela- 
tives. 

Lois Murta, local girl with Zieg- 
feld ‘Follies,’ visited parents last 
week. 

Louisville Board of Trade using 
National Stock company in list of 
civic assets. 

Churchill Downs reported consid- 
ering admish cut to $1 in face of 
poor attendance. 

Night clubs springing up like 
mushrooms during racing season. 
Latest is City of Memphis, steam- 
er, making runs on Ohio River, with 
floor shows. 

Haden Read's organlog, at Loew's 
since opening, will cease after May 
13 under new budget plan. High 
School girls petitioned for his re- 
instatement. 


St. Louis 


Missouri theatre first local 
house to offer free parking. 
‘Chick’ Evens doubling as mana- 








pix 


Tavern, town’s newest cabaret, 
opened last week with Bill Grell as 
m. c. 

Oliver Alberti, orchestra conduc- 
tor at Fox, appearing as speaker at 
civic club luncheons. 

J. D. L’Esperance, new Fox man- 
ager, brought his wife here from 
San Diego to establish home. 

Phoenix Union high school girls’ 
glee club stage musical revue in 
local theatre before leaving on tour 
through California. 

Ten thousand saw ‘America,’ third 
episode in ‘Masque of Yellow Moon,’ 
staged by 2,000 Phoenix Union high 
school and junior college students 
in school stadium, 

Backers of "White’s Open Air 
theatre, outside of city limits, so 
pleased with work of Delmas-Law- 
lis Players that pay checks were 
distributed at end of first three 
days, just to encourage the players. 
But business not so good. 


Memphis 


By Walter D. Botto 








Dill’s circus to fair business. 

Tommy Musso is now with War- 
ner's. 

Boyd Senter 
Hotel DeVoy. 

Herb Jennings is now manager of 


and orchestra at 


his tonsils ver Slide Co. from Chas. Gillen. 
Knox Strachan managing Bates Tarzan of the Apes’ held eight 

Steters on. air. days at Colorado Springs, where 
Howard Cull, town mugger, back — and four day run; are the 


ping for baby cothes. hp the to ah pe” 
Sam Scoco, Brass tail’s chef, aoe re Joine 16 sening sta 


musician, | * s 5 
wood to visit her sister. 


dated Productions, 
managership 
succeeding Brice Loveless. 


Only 338 
months 
down, 370 so far this year. 


imitator, back from Kentucky’s Sam Feinstein has» changed his 
caves. mind and is moving headquarters 
K. Elmo Lowe of Playhouse to| for ‘Passion Play’ to Seattle. Sold 


the Montana and Wyoming rights 
to Sam J. Kamminsky. 


let everyone ride the street cars free 


Clarence 


Wally Ford's sis-in-law, Cath-|Sam Cain, Pueblo, Colo.; R. Preuss, 
erine Haworth, sealed to Joe|Golden, Colo.; Al Kerr, Ogallala, 
Wright, Lake Shore hotel's p. a. Neb.; Everett Cole, Alamosa, Colo.; 


W. B. Cook, Central City, Colo.; 


Jas. Pace, Chadron, Neb. 


- Denver 


Universal exchange to remodel, 

George Baker on a world tour. 

Robt. Cain, Fox salesman, in hos- 
pital. 

Denham stock’s low prices making 
a hit. 


Carolyn Buchanan sails for 
France, 
R. J. Morrison leaving for Fox 


meet in N. Y. 

Elitch amusement park 
event of the week. 

A. M. Oberfelder closing office for 
summer earlier than usual. 

Barney Rose and rest of gang 
back from Frisco sales confab. 

W. K. Summers bought the Den- 


opening 


Jack O’Bryan, who has been di- 


Gertrude Farber, German actress, 
under two-year contract with 
Metro, stopped en route to Holly- 
G. C. Jones, gen. mgr. Consoli- 
has taken over 
of the Denver office, 


is off. 
four 
also 


Marriage license business 
licenses the first 


of 1932. Divorces 


Down at Colorado Springs they 


the other day,-and for the first time 
in years they hung out the SRO 
sign. It was the cars’ last day— 
buses taking their places. 

Out ef town exhibs in buying 
films and supplies: Ed Schulte and 
Chidley, Casper, Wyo.; 


A. 
F. Allen, Glenwood Springs, Colo.; 





Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 


Ray Allison looks fit enough. 
Ken Benson quit Allied Theatres, 
Ine. 

Club Mirador to be open Sun- 
days. 

Tommy Geoghegan bound for Los 
Angeles. 

Friars Frolic booked in by Flora 
Ward Hineline, 

Harry Winters kibitzing on the 
show at the Valentine. 

Joe Ferris is working as steward 
on a liner running from Frisco to 
the Orient. 

Doc McNeil, one of the leading 
theatrical physicians here, in race 
for coroner. 

Princess, 15¢ house, played ‘Grand 
Hotel’ at $1.50 top. Lasted four days 
and then out, 

Sand Beach, Clark’s Lake, Luna 
Pier and other dansantes booking 
big orchestras, 

Wally Caldwell. borrowed Spike 
Hennessy’s gun for display in con- 
nection with ‘Scarface.’ ; 

Roger Bresnahan, once baseball's 
best catcher, is running for sheriff 
on the Democratic ticket. 

Bill Cameron, former stage man- 
ager at Paramount, running for 
state representative on Democratic 


St. Paul 


Tom Cassidy out as Paramount 
treasurer. 

Mary Bily new box office face at 
Orpheum, 

Garrick, dime grind, getting new 
dress inside and out. 

Walter Palm moves to White 
Bear lake for summer, 

Ruth Eddingfield operating a 
switchboard at airport. 

Five thousand saw Bill Robinson 
in his backward race in loop. 








New monkey island opened in 
local park mecca for show folk. 
George LaVictoire and Tom 


Mooney moving to Bald Eagle for 
summer, 

Concert by 400-piece band fea- 
ture of state high school music 
contest at university. 





Loew's three houses. 
Howard Waugh left 

headed for Broadway, 
Lou Hellborn, former 

Orpheum, off for Dallas. 


Memphis 


manager 





ger of Loew's State and Grand Vaudeville opened at Loew's State 
Central. after being out six months. 

Hume B. Duval, ‘Globe-Democrat’ Allen Smith, formerly with War- | 
musie critic, weds Marie Louise} ner’s, goes to Newbern, Tenn. as 
Dickson of Ellington, Mo. manager of the Palace, 

Forest Park Highlands opening A. B. Morrison, former manager 
with new policy of local entertain- |; of Loew's Palace, has taken the 
ment by dancing schools, Harry! management of M. A. Lightman’s 
Lange as m. c. and straight S5c!three houses at Fort Smith, Ark. 


of 
(6) 


Sentor prom of University 
Minnesota at Lowry I'riday 
packed the ballroom, 

Short change artist picked 
fin apiece at three nabes 
| cops got too hot on trail. 
Northwest Airways inaugurates 
ground-to-plane radio as _ talking 
point for passenger business. 
Uptown has staga shows twice 
| weekly with acts dajng stuff in pit 
| to beat addition of «tage hand. 
| A. L. Eggert, m,isicians’ union 


up a 
before 


political victory in municipal elec- 
tion. 

Free ride home if paying to travel 
to the theatre, inaugurated as ‘Taxi’ 
plug, kept as steady feature by Ri- 
viera and cab firm. 

Minnesota bakers boosted biz at 
hotels with convention and stole 
papers one day with 80-pound cake, 
replica of new city hall. 


Granada cafe scene of farewell 
shindig for Joe Rosenfield and 
Dave Sonofsky, with about 50 


showing up from Publix houses. 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Pete Conti—spats now sell for 85c. 


Dan Cummings to the hills for 
rest. 

Joe Diettle is town's. busiest 
fill-in. 


Eddie Lush town’s newest tin-pan 
alleyist. 

Louie Rapp shoots back here for 
week-ends. 

Yale rama School elging toward 
season’s fadeout. 

Freddie Lightner ate up all the 
goulash in town. 

A. R. Teta in his glory at head 
of military band. 

Poli strike got boys a free truck 
ride around town. 

Harry Cohen learning to rah-rah 
since shift to College. 

Town's nite lfe all crowded into 
one session--Saturdays. 
Harry Berman takes 
swinging again May 15. 
One local 150-room hotel had two 
guests the other night. 

Earl Sturtze won New England 
drumming championship. 

Austin Scofield spends a lot of 
time with a tennis racquet. 
Elizabeth Elson, Yale Drama 
School, turned lecturer for a night. 
Prof. Dinsmore of Yale Divinity 
School does a drama defending bit. 
Four boys captured in attempted 


up baton 


burglary of Nat'l Theatre Supply 
Co. 
Usual flock of Shubert spring 


tryouts conspicuous by absence to 
date. 

It took 10 stitches to fix up that 
accident to Jane McKenna’s cos- 
tume. 

They found Harvey Cocks at East 
Rock Zoo stealing the monkeys’ 
peanuts. 

Four weeks’ survey by local blue- 
noses reported 54% of films bad for 
general public, 

Not content with cultivating a 
nice voice, Harriet Mortimer dab- 
bles in poetry. 

Beacon Nite Club reopens with 
two-bit cover charge and no food 
over 25c. per portion. 
Cancellation. due to la»vor trouble 
in Bridgeport left F. & M. ‘Fine 
Feathers’ walking on layoff. 

Louis Sobol’s brother, Harry, tied 
to local girl by Mayor Walker in 
N. Y. while B’wayites look on. 
Charles Gregory, itinerant enter- 
tainer, solves transportation prob- 
lem by making his jumps on bicycle. 


Spokane 


By Ray Budwin 





Weather gave resorts and parks 
good break for openings. 

Robert Frost, northwest Fox di- 
vision mer., flew in for week-end, 

Son of H. D. McBride, State man- 
ager, seriously injuried in a fall in 
Los Angeles. 

Royal stock opens May 6 at Au- 
ditorium. Leone Webber will head 
the company. 

Dutch Groshoff and Norma Thue 
have taken season’s lease on Lib- 
erty Lake dance pavilion. 

Mrs. C, B. Gasman, wealthy: real 
estate holder, has taken over Bay- 
view on Lank Pend Oreille. 

Frank Kellogg will conduct week- 
end dances at the Garden during 
summer. Metronome, under Kel- 
logg direction also, closed April 30 
for season. 

Henrietta Anderson, Los Angeles 
radio entertainer, awarded the $8,000 
estate of Dr. Charles O. Linder, 
who died last year. Claim won on 
grounds she was the daughter of 
a common law marriage. Her moth- 
er, Elizabeth Anderson, testified for 
her, . 


Trenton 


By George Rosen 





George Anthiel «round 

Barnum & Bailey’s coming 
21, first time in years. 

Childs, everyone agrees, hasn't 
been the same since Sara ieft. 

Razing mid-city building recalls 
other days, with huge sign reveal- 
ing: ‘Wilson's High Ball—That’s 
All.’ 

Beer parade here scheduled for 
Saturday called off. City officials at 
‘lagerheads’ with merchants and 
ministry. 

Abe Harrison, regarded as one of 
the greatest Negro ballplayers in 


aga.n. 
May 


a 


Washington 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rapley g 
to Europe. . 
Jewell Downs staged song 
at Willard. 
Michael Flynn back to his old 
post, managing editor the ‘Heraiq: 
Jay C. Flippen, at the Earle en. 
tertains the ballplayers at night 
performances. 
Mabelle Jennings, 
crooners over the ether 
take singing lessons. 
Mason Peters bows as dramatie 
critic for ‘Herald.’ T. D. Bonneville 
doing same for the ‘News.’ ; 
Lillian and Dorothy Gish sent 
counsel to appeal from income tax 
assessments totaling $5,000. 
Herndon Davis doing series of 12 
sketches of mémbers of the National 
Theatre Players for the *Times,.’ 
Hardie Meakin orders new water 
tower for Keith’s RKO to invig- 
crate the old cooler system. Means 
a summer run, 
Oscar A. Dobb and Joseph Vogel 
of Loew’s, flew down from New 
York to confer with Carter Barron 
over taking over Fox lease. 
Ket-Zaal, Guatemalian artist, in 
town to sketch actors and actresses 
senators and congressmen for an 
exhibit at Sears-Roebuck galleries, 
Roland Robbins, ex manager, and 
Bob Long, ex-asst. mer., Staged a 
reunion in front of their old play- 
house, Keith's, with no vaudeville 
to deceive ’em. 
Joseph Erlanger Cochran, son of 
Steve Cochran, steps out as a thes- 
pian, playing the bellhop in ‘The 
Unexpected Husband’—and makes a 
hit. Another actor. 
Ambassador Puig of Mexico start- 
ing a new style—the morning cock- 
tail party. First guests the Mexican 
troupe appearing in ‘La Plaza’ re- 
vue at the Fox. Shaking starts at 
11:45. 
Campbell Casad in ahead of the 
Friars, playing the Auditorium May 
19, making arrangements for a 
street parade in the afternoon, visit 
to the White House, and an after- 
theatre party at the Press Club, All 
in one day. 





oing 


recital 


introducing 
» IS about to 








Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 


Gus W. Lampe, managing director 
of the Eckel, doing a bit of mission- 
ary work for the Skouras Brothers 
to the east of Syracuse. 

Sanford Skinner, impresario of 
the Dewitt’s stock, tossed a birth- 
day party at’ the Syracuse for the 
troupe and house attaches; he 
passed another milestone. 

Funeral services held in Water- 
town for Mrs. Hilda Kathryn 
Flower, once diva with the Boston- 
ians. Her death took place in 
Miami Beach, Fla. 

Ben Scovell, nephew of Sir Henry 
Irving and veteran of the old Salis- 
bury stock at the Bastable, in town 
for a series of dramatic readings, 
first set for First Baptist Church. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 








Nick Perong circulating about 
town, 

Mrs. Terry McDaniel goes with 
Terry to Spokane. 

Hope Harper lost fight for part 
of dad’s $60,000 estate. 

Mrs. Geo. Crisman arrives from 
Dubuque, Ia., joining hubby. 

Floyd Maxwell back to Portland 
to run John Hamrick’s new Oriental. 

Tex Covey, who uses his neck 
like a wrist to spin rope from top 
of head, to S. F. and L. A. 

Show folks turned out to pay 
final tribute to Carl Reiter, mana- 
ger for years at local Orpheum. 

Frank Newman and Frank, Jr. 
both here, former as division super- 
visor for Fox-WC; latter to man¢ 
age a theatre. 





Montgomery, Ala. 


By Tom Hall 


Cherokee Bill at Strand. 

Baseball interest not good. 

Jerry Walker leaving staff at 
Strand. 

Last of Rubin & Cherry 
departed. 

Leon Copeland, Par docrman, al- 
Ways smiles. 

Tommie McConnell broke out in 
new gray suit. 

Eddie Doster holding down base- 
ball ticker job. 

Walling Keith named 
editor ‘The Advertiser.’ 


Cincinnati. 


By Joe Kolling 


shows 


assistant 





"Leggers drinking their own. . 
Ike Libson to and from Chicas” 


John Rettig, artist and scenic de- 
signer, deceased. k 
‘Scandals’ troupe hosted by Jac 


Horgan, Willie Howard doing ™. % 
Harold Russell, ‘Enquirer Caf 
toonist, left appendix at Good oe 
maritan Hospital. : 
Dennison House, dating bat 








' > ‘ 
president, led band+ agon in labor's 


the country, died at Municipal Hos- 
pital here, 


vears, razed for 5th street wide! 
famous bar auctioned for $1*. 


@ 
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VARIETY 

















Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Spring Fever at Roxy 

‘Maytime’ at the Roxy seems to 
be that time of the year when the 
production budget and Roxy spirit 
are at their lowest ebb. Everybody 
wears her old clothes, the stage is 
limited to one trick, a fountain that 
and only four 
Mixed 

the 
boxes, which usually hold scores. 


oozes foam, people, 


the Universal Quartette, 


rattle around in Roxy. stage 


Patricia Bowman, for want of 


attractions, has to do two 
numbers, the’ Ballet 
bouncing balloons pretending 
are soap bubbles again and 


the Roxyettes suffer a slight Joss 


outside 
Corps are 
they 
even 
of verve. It’s a sort of spring fever 


decline that’s gripping the Roxy 
this week, a temporary mood which 
Mme. 


rather 


the contralto melancholy of 


Matzenauer’s voice soothes 
than stirs. 

Mme. Matzenauer looks very well, 
majestic in shaded satin fitted in 
smooth diagonal sections ending in 
a sweeping train. Quite the larg- 
est chiffon handkerchief ever seen 
is appended from her wrist to trail 


on the floor and merge with her 
train. 

Ballet corps and Roxyettes join 
forces for the finale, a Maypole 


dance, but they’re a long time get- 
ting to it. Organdy dresses fash- 
ioned with long skirts in multi- 
eolored sections iose effectiveness 
because they’re topped by indefin- 
ite and uninteresting yellow horse- 
hair hats. 


Not So Strange 
‘Strange’ is an enticing word, 
picture titles believe. They like it 
so much they’ll slap it on anything 


—even When they mean. routine. 
Promising something different, 
something extraordinary, ‘strange’ 
seasons the title: ‘The Strange 


Loves of Molly Louvain,’ and so 
everything that happens to Molly 
is relentlessly commonplace. The 
most title-credulous fan knows he’s 
been sold after the first hundred 
feet. 

Molly loves ‘not wisely but too 
well;’ Molly ‘goes wrong;’ Molly 
‘has a baby;’ Molly ‘gets into bad 
company;’ Molly ‘sacrifices all for 
her child;’ Molly is ‘saved by the 
love of a good man.’ The story 
clings firmly to formula; it will be 
a party*to no strangeness, not this 
good old convention-respecting tale. 

Ann Dvorak alone seeks to make 
an horest woman out of an irre- 
sponsible title. Her naturalness in 
the midst of so much violent act- 
ing is truly strange indeed. 

Magically Miss Dvorak creates a 
living person from a role written 
with rubber-stamps. The rest of 
the cast play their parts, be they 
villains, nobleman or heroes, in the 


traditional gusty manner; Miss 
Dvorak moves sincerely amongsi 
them, untouched by their fierce 


histrionics, human, warm, real. 
Though a comparative newcomer 
to the screen, she’s at ease always. 
She has no great technical beauty, 
and she’s taller than the average 
screen star, but her eyes spell emo- 
tion as sensitively as her mobile 
mouth and her voice is pleasantly 
mellow with appeal. She wears 
chemises most successfully, she’s 
completely free of mannerisms and 
she car really play the piano. Par- 
lor tricks besides good legs. She 
has plenty of natural equipment, 
the restraint that even years of 
experience does not always guaran- 
tee, and a facility for wise retorts 
that should make her most useful 
for those Warner picture. in which 
the girls and boys never hesitate 





to tell each other what they think. 





Miss Kenyon Corners Market 
_ For a while, when Violet Hem- 
Ing was smiling so persistently in 
‘The Man Who Played God,’ Doris 
Kenyon’s corner on the mature 
Sweetness market was_ seriously 
threatened. Both actresses are from 
the George Arliss school of win- 
some leading women and it looked 
like a stiff battle for supremacy in 
Sugar was imminent. Fortunately 
for the fans whose nervous 
t are made jittery by honey, 
Miss Heming dropped out of the | 
competition after one picture, leav- | 
ing Miss Kenyon the whole field | 
“fain. Hallelujah! 

The cloying menace must be re- | 
‘uced by one-half, or so it seemed 


Lio ne 


sys- 
ems 


frouches. But alas, they are 
hot let off so easily. Miss Kenyon 


is carrying on with redoubled vigor, | 
heartened by her recapture of the' 
in fine fettle in 


monopoly. She is 
‘Young America,’* let 
tered element take heed. 


the embit- 


She plays a lady bountiful, a 
splendid soul determined to 
her home to a poor misunderstood 
orphan boy. Her husband 


her. She is willing to be 
by him rather than forfeit her prin- 
ciples. The boy is an unselfish soul 
and runs away, the story main- 
tains, rather than break up his 
benefactress’ marriage. But maybe 
the child is smart on his own ac- 
count. He may be just a child, but 
there are limits to even a child's 
endurance. Every morning to face 
that smiling countenance, everyday 
to submit to that so terriblly well- 
meaning possessiveness. Better rags 


and crusts, the kid probably fig- 
ures, than the beautiful -blonde 
lady’s goodness. 

Beryl Mercer continues with her 


own special characterization, a little 
old lady of over-powering kindness. 
Sarah Padden appears to be par- 
ticularly sensitive to sweetness, for 
poor harassed thing, she develops 
a twitch. 





Acts’ Cruises 


(Continued from page 1) 


all those concerned wth the 


travel first class. 
Decoration Day Start 

First of the cruises 
Decoration four 


ing with a total of 160 
in the shows 


booked start 
~essels sail- 
professionals 
Boats sailing are the 


a ay, 


Mauretania, Columbus, Britannic 
and Rotterdam. Among the trans- 
Atlantic lines turning to_ short 


cruises are Cunard, White Star, Red 
Star, Anchor, North German Lloyd 
and Holland. -It is expected that 
the French and Italian lines will 
follow suit. 

There was a material increase in 
West Indian travel during the past 
winter, corresponding with the drop 
in passengers to the other side. 
The short cruise idea appears to 
have steadily strengthened. Heavy 


offer 
‘dosen't | 


like the kid,’ but that doesn’t deter | 
divorced | 


shows 














Did You Know That— 


——_—————s= 


Darry! Zanuck will play polo 
in Europe during his two 
months’ vacation there....Mrs. 
Lloyd Hughes has a*new baby 


| »... Johnny Weismuller’s fan 
mail is one of the biggest in 
Hollywood....they say Lina 
3asquette had a bad fall from 
a horse recently Madeline 
Cameron plays good golf 

| there is some talk of Patsy 
Ruth Miller’s doing.a show in 
New York next season....one 


of the recent flop plays proved 


| to an efficiency expert that 
‘what the show business really 
| needs’ is not primarily busi- 
ness men....Jeannette Loff 
sings surprisingly well with 


Buddy Rogers at the Pennsyl- 
vania grilly...Grace Perkins 
{the authoress) expects an- 
other arrival....Bette Davis is 
what the boys around town 
call a knockout in ‘SO BIQ’ 
but Barbara Stanwyck’'s make- 
up isn’t old enough for the 
finish of the story....Holly- 
wood Dominoes are all excited 
the election of new of- 
this month....oh, that 
Jean Sargent is swaeeeeelllll 
in ‘Face the Music’ but there's 
not enough of her....how is 


about 


ficers 


Freddie Astaire holding up 
with five shows a day at the 
Paramount this week....could 


he be that good five times a 
day?....why do the columnists 
around town rave about them- 
selves in their stuff all the 


|| time....Alice Thayer staged a 
|} hair pulling contest at the 
Mayfair last Saturday 


night with another woman. 








| Coast 
‘ 
| 





advance bookings are unusual te 
lease with which passengers can go 
aboard at the last minute without 
passport and other annoyances, be- 
ing credited with much of the pop- 
ularity of the short trips. 


SERVICE 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Pair of s.a. dames have been can- 
vassing boulevard offices attempting 
to sell subscriptions to a sports 
magazine at 25 .issues for $1. 

When they fail to click, one of 
the girls pulls this line: 

‘If you take a subscription, I'll go 
home and read the magazine to 
you.’ 











! 








By Ruth Morris 


| Uncommon Chatter 








| 









‘Wagon’ Goes Par 


When the ladies of ‘Band Wagon’ 
moved to the Paramount after a 
prolonged rehearsal at. the New 
|; Amsterdam they faced ! ordeal 

orthy ¢ sting as é | 

nto openi t jitters Es 
lishing ine W a B iwa) 
reyue audience is one ada} 
ng t toa iammot i e h I 
~ q é ¢ Wi I nart of 

} t t 
traditior ol init l 
task is alarmingly ymplicated, 

Paramount audiences ren't 





amused by mooning love ballads. 
They like to hear torch singers and 
see a young woman emerge from 
the unfolding petals of a stylized 
rose, The announcement that a 
cupboard-hider is really waiting for 
a street car is the signal for genu- 
ine laughter. <A line of chorus girls 


shrilling the recurrent ‘If you 
haven't got rhy-y-thum’ is pretty 
much what picture house audiences 
expect of a line of, chorus girls 
Paramount has presented these 
prettyisms too long and too seri- 


ously to expect the audience to turn 


traitor and laugh quietly up its 
sleeve. They need a line or two of 
explanation to teach them _ that 


they're supposed to jeer ever. so 
smartly. 
Helen Broderick is most at home 


at the Paramount because her as- 
signments are stationary and down- 


stage, conveniently near treacher- 
ous gutter microphones. A sea- 
soned trouper who knows better 


than to hint that she finds her ma- 
terial the least bit funny, she regis- 
ters her bitters sallies on boring 
times and annoying customs. 

Tilly need not 
fear the spaces of 
a large Her success de- 
pends on twinkling toes and the 
delicate fantasy of ‘The Beggar's 


Losch’s successor 
tone-deadening 


theatre. 


Waltz’ or the chic glitter of a 
smartly staged ballet. The other 
girls have to do the best they can 
with song and chatter that carry 
them away from the voice ampli- 
fiers. When they get onto the trick 


of standing in the right spots to be 
heard, ‘Band Wagon’ should seem 


like a much better show, 
Unrewarded Virtue 
The reward that is commonly 





“Slight comment is added. 


Women on Percentage 


A condensed review in points on the women cf the stage rentioned hereunder. 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player's name. 




















Danzi Goodell..... 8 9 2 
(Apollon Revue) 
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PALACE 
Rosetta Duncan... 9 10 10 9 6 4 10 10 6 10 88 Impish baby talk delivered 
with a veteran’s under- 
standing of vaudeville au- 
dience reaction. 
Ada Brown....... 9 10 10 s 5 7 10 10 0 10 79 Dusky blues shouter whose 


costume, good humor 
canny routine can’t 


neat 
and 
miss. 





Strut specialist with lots of 
style. 








Helen O’Shea..... 10 10 
(Allan Mann) 


~ 


~ 
°. 

o 
o 
we 
© 


~ 


74 Graceful dancing 


enhanced 
by well designed costumes. 








Nora Williams.... 7 8 9 
(Apollon Revue) 


Warm-voiced songstress ill 








Dorothy Dell...... 10 9 uy) 
(Allan Mann) 


at ease in a badly fitted 
gown and poorly chosen 
number. 

Hearty low-down song de- 


livery. 








Miss Byrns....... 6 
(Byrns & Swan- 
son) 


al 
© 





“Estelle Collette... 5 8 9 
(Wm. Demarest) 





Adagio routine cheapened by 


mediocre costuming. 


Competent straight 
unflattered by a 
waisted lace gown. 


woman 
long- 























Rasch Girls....... 6 7 s 3 Hy “ & 6 0 é 57 Dance quartet lending pro- 
(Apollon Revue) duction importance to the 
Apollon Revue. 
STATE 
Gracella ...... sa s 8 9 & > 4 & 8 3 7 71 Lithe grace in an adagio act 
(Gracella and with better than average 
Theodore) production, 

Gloria Lee....ccce 7% 9 § $ 7 q.§ & | 65 More interested in the act's 
success as a whole than in 
her own aggrandizement. 

Jerry iene enenen » 4 9 & 6 3 © b J) 7 62 Friendly performer without 

‘Russell, Marconi stupendous talent but her 
nd Jerry) illing personality is an 
effective institute 








llinked with virtue was omitted from 


‘The Strange Case of Clara Deane,’ 
| If ever a nice girl received a pere- 
fectly filthy break, it’s poor: Clara, 
she goes her way with never a 
word toward anyone She's 
1 eam and a perfect lady. And 
what ippens to her? She marries 
le, goes to prison for 15 years, 
oses shox her husband 
ind i ‘ tne contemplation 
| t old a 
Clara no w St fe t il Wynne 
Gibson iver ! i tely dif- 
ficult role as her first starring as- 
signment, She'd need the voice of 
Modjeska, the assured technique of 


j 
i Chaney to 


| 
| 


|; aggeration., 








and the 
overcome 


Chatterton make-up of Lon 
the cheapness 
of an obvious tear-jerker yarn. Miss 
Gibson's a neat actress, but being 
neither Modjeska nor Chatterton 
nor yet Chaney, she can only be a 
sincere performer burdened with a 
part that calls for melodramatic ex- 
She face 


fore- 


plasters her 
and hair with white powder, 
Suggestion of flattering 
best. But 
as shoddy to her 
as virtue was to poor old Clara. 

Her daughter, Nancy, starts life 
as Cora Sue Collins, a darling baby 
with a natural talent for stealing 
scenes. When she grows up, she’s 
Frances Dee, nicely dressed, made« 
up and a bit too saccharine, 
Florence Briton conforms to the 
cinema idea of wealth plus a smart 
finishing school. 


roes the 


make-up and does her 


stardom has been 


Careful research went into repro- 
ductions of costumes that date from 


1912 through years of changing 
styles and increased suffering. 
Audience ladies may sit back and 
be thankful first, that they're not 


Clara, and second that they needn’t 
wear panniers, passementerie, 
pompadors, cravanete automobile 
coats and iron-side corsets, 


High Words, Those 

‘That,’ says George Bancroft to 
Miriam Hopkins, as the latter tosses 
her rare pearls into a blazing fire, 
‘is the self-conscious gesture of an 
aristocrat.’ 

High words, those, 
fisted Worker and disciple of Red 
Russia—but no higher than other 
conversational gems thatthe Nobil- 


for a twoe- 


ity hurls at the Proletariat—and 
vice versa—in ‘The World and the 
Flesh.’ 

That Miss Hopkins keeps her 


head surrounded by so many self 
conscious gestures is a triumph of 


restraint. The projection of Maria 
Yashaya, ex-ballerina of the Im- 


perial ballet and mistress of a suave 
and monocled Dmitri, is an en- 
graved invitaion to high-powered 
acting. Few actresses could have 
resisted it. 

Miss Hopkins does, giving genu- 
ine conviction to a part that could 
easily border on burlesque. The 
aristocracy of an actress bleeds 
through an assignment whose lack 
of subtlety is a severe test. 





B. O. Men Optimistic 





(Continued from page 1) 


Recently, although business on 
Broadway has been downgrade, as 
normally at the end of the season, 
complaints over the prices have 
ceased. Appearance of paper money 
calling for gold coin was also un- 
usual énough to attract attention. 


Other Amusement Signs 

What applies to the theatres is 
backed up by recent developments 
in other amusements. The circus 
run in New York saw a percentage 
of betterment which surprised the 
officials and was the talk of 
The Ringling show's 
Boston grossed $160,000 in 


seven days 


show's 
Broadway. 
stand in 


| Down at Coney Island it had 
| been decided not to open Luna 
Park, the resort's largest amuse- 
ment enterprise, this summer but 





closing orders were 


countermanded 


last week und work on dolling up 
the park has started. 

Certain theatrical real leals 
which financial men would not en- 
tertain during the winter are now 
claimed to be in ne itior tne to 
better attitude of showmen toward 
new enterprise ! r for 
next seas! 

All of which may prove nothing 
but these j tances are indications 
t thie Zor te I ] hten-~ 
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temporary house, instead. Now the 
Academy of Music is there. 


revived 
were sorry. 
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Inside 5 — es 
Among the men who formerly held executive posts with major picture 
companies and are becoming independent producers and distributors are 
the brothers Julius and Abe Stern. For years ‘hey contributed to Uni- 
versal’s short subject program. 
Another is Mannie Goldstein, former general manager for U, who has 


also been with numerous other companies. 
The Sterns and Goldstein happened to meet as competitors last week 
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V.M.P.A. was rolling 1p its shirt 
sleeves preparatory to cleaning up 
the Chicago booking situation. 
N.V.A. members had kicked. 





Harry Jordan, manager of 
Keiths, Philadelphia, was preparing 
a local talent review. Previous 
year the idea ran four weeks. 





Al Reeves quit burlesque man- 
agement, his franchise going to 
Dave Lewis. 

William Fox gave up the idea of 
building a big house on the site of 
the Dewey, theatre. To put up a 








Shuberts had a standing contract 
with Reginald DeKoven for the use 
of his operas. For several years 
they had paid royalties without 
using any of the material. They 
‘The Highwayman’ and 


South American managers were 
in N. Y. looking for musical shows 
to take back with them. Wanted 
players as well as plays. 








Vaudeville managers, brought to- 
gether by the White Rat strike, got 
up a combine to book pictures. 
Could give 267 days including 
Loew, 68; Poli, 63; Fox, 39; U.B.O., 
73 and Moss, 24. 





The war was being used as an 
excuse for cutting picture players’ 





salaries. Vitagraph was first with 
a 25% slash. 
Hawaii was paying more for 


films than all of Australia. 





Chicago authorities looking into 
theatre bombings by an outlaw op- 
erators’ union. They used dynamite 
instead of odor in those days. 





Even vaude houses were going 
in for stock companies through the 
summer, 





Luna Park, Coney Island, had 
the Pawnee Bill Wild West as its 
main attraction. Luna had a new 
entrance due to the elevated tak- 
ing over the front for its new loop 
scheme. 








90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 

Boston Ideals were attached in 
Cleveland by E. S. Martin, former 
manager of the troupe, who plas- 
tered the costumes claiming a two- 
year contract. Wanted $3,000 for 
the period, which on a 40-week ses- 
sion does not rate very high. 





Andress, illusionist, was offering 
a Frankenstein mystery, beating 
Universal to it by half a century. 





Anthony Comstock, of the vice 
society, lectured in Philadelphia 
and declared that city to be the 
fountain head of obscene literature. 
Philadelphia no like. 





Music festival in N. Y. had an 
orchestra of 302 pieces with 40 
double basses. Many of the com- 
peting choruses numbered 500 or 
more voices. Theodore Thomas 
was the general musical director. 
He went to Chicagc when Walter 
Damrosch took the musical leader- 
ship here. 





Minnie Maddern (the late Mrs. 
Fiske) was starring in ‘Foggs 
Ferry,’ melodrama. 





John R. Rogers got a verdict of 
$300 against J. K. Emmett for act- 
ing as press agent. He was get- 
ting $40 a week. Rogers is still 
alive and husky. 





Miner’s 8th Ave. theatre, va- 
riety house, cut out the service of 
drinks in the auditorium, but had 
two 10-minute intermissions and a 
bar in the theatre. -Was planning 
@ summer garden for the hot 


when they found each other bidding for rights to an independent fea- 
ture. Both the Sterns and Goldstein also have production plans. 





Greta Garbo was rather badly pummeled by Metroites at the open- 
ing of ‘Grand Hotel’ on the Coast. Most publicized incident was Wal- 
lace Beery’s impersonation of Miss Garbo in a hoax that offended the 
entire film colony. It had such a recoil that Will Rogers publicly as- 
sumed the blame. Because of his connection with various practical 
jokes, Sid Grauman was pointed to at first, but apparently was quite 
innocent in this case. 

Polly Moran, in radioing during the courtyard arrival ceremonies, 
said: ‘Are you listening, Miss Garbo? These shoes hurt me. I wish I 
had yours on.’ 





Another studio secret is ‘The Eighth Wonder,’ which Merian C, Cooper 
is directing for Radio. Set has been barred to studio personnel not 
directly concerned. Joel McCrea and Josef von Seyffertitz, thought to 
be in the cast, are scratched. Fay Wray is the only player officially 
admitted to be in it in the fifth week of production. 

In view of the documentary tendencies of Cooper’s past work, and 
that the film’s based on an Edgar Wallace story, guesses on the lot on 
what it’s about range from a super-Ingagi to another ‘Lost World.’ 





Coast studio executive has his own peculiar method of standing in 
good with the boss. He turns down almost invariably the first treat- 
ments of stories and tells the writer to do another treatment. 

When the writer turns in his second treatment, the exec turns that 
down, too, and in the presence of the boss tells the writer how to handle 
the story. The way be is asked to handle it is usually similar to his 
first treatment. 

Of course, the boss doesn’t know and the exec gets credit for having 
swell ideas in developing stories. 





Attempt by exhibitors to revive some of the first talkers—to cash in on 
either the novelty.or any sentimental attachment, has never reached 
first base. Some theatre managers feel it would be a source of reyenue 
to the distributors and themselves if such films as ‘Broadway Melody,’ 
‘Jazz Singer,’ ‘Lights of New York’ and ‘In Old .‘rizona’ were offered as 
reissues. Efforts to obtain such prints only bring the story from the 
exchanges that they have been destroyed or wor. out, since the life of 
talker prints is much shorter than the old silents, 





Harry Gribbon, under contract to Mack Sennett for pictures, was dis- 
covered by KHJ, Los Angeles, to have a fine baritone voice and was en- 
gaged for a weekly program. Mack Sennett then made the same dis- 
covery through the ether and began to spot songs in Gribbon’s pictures. 
Adding songs elongated Gribbon’s picture schedule and caused him to 
slip up a couple of times on his radio engagements. He is now off the 
air as a result. 





No official vertification yet on the appointment of Maurice Goédman 
as general counsel for RKO-Radio. However, he is acting in that 
capacity. 

Also understood that Harold B. Franklin has received confirmation of 
his $75,000 annual RKO salary but without percentage terms or contract. 
Franklin is president of Keith-Albee-Orpheum and the Orpheum Cir- 
cuit, RKO subsidiaries. 





RKO and Radio advertising account will stay with Lord, Thomas & 
Logan agency despite that Paramount-Publix is also to be handled in 
future by L. T. & L. With the switch of the P-P account from Hanff- 
Metzger question was raised as to whether there would be a confliction. 
In its 16 years’ association with H-M,.Paramount desired that it be 
the exclusive picture account of that agency. A report around was that 
RKO-Radio might switch to Hauff-Metzger. 





Dialog and situation details of Columbia’s inside-pictures picture, 
‘Hollywood Speaks,’is being kept as quiet as possible around the studio. 

Only five copies of the script are said to be in existence, a funda- 
mental precaution as scripts of preparing pictures marked ‘not to be 
taken from the studio’ can often be picked up at two-bits a copy in 
second-hand bookstores in Los Angeles. 





John Gilbert was vetoed by the Metro New York office for the part 
of the baron in ‘Grand Hotel,’ according to information on the Coast. 
Gilbert’s eagerness to get this plum assignment was reputedly regarded 
with favor by Irving Thalberg. 

Matter was again commented upon in Hollywood after the opening of 
the picture there. 





What is considered the first manifestation of England's re-enforced 
censor laws is the shearing ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) underwent before it was 
considered satisfactory for British eyes. 

Eliminations, according to advices last week to American quarters, 
include: crocodile eating native, Tarzan killing lion, lion devouring zebra, 
Tarzan fighting gorilla, dead and wounded elephants. 





With 138 roadshow dates booked across the country, Metro is count- 
ing on grossing $1,000,000 with ‘Grand Hotel’ at the $1.50 tap. 

Picture is going into minor towns on the twice daily basis and in 
many spots where Loew can’t make a deal for a theatre, the circuit is 
changing policy in some of its own houses to accommodate. 

Miriam Hopkins blew a distinct chill over tue New York newspaper 
bunch during her visit in the east. 

Not only did she dodge the Paramount press department but Miss 
Hopkins also is said to have told the daily reps, who finally caught up 
with her, what she thought of them in general and the press in particular. 





Exhibs in certain Texas keys framed up to beat the home town censor. 
For each scene the clipper snipped they ran some blank celluloid inform- 
ing customers: ‘This scene eliminated by order of the censor.’ And that 
settled it. 





Metro-Hearst alliance on the Metrotone newsreel: presents a delicate 
problem in partisan politics. 

Metro’s studio boss, Louis B. Mayer, is staunchly pro-Hoover. 
is plugging Democrat Garner. 


Hearst 





Paramount has never been able to cash in on Marlene Dietrich in 
German. Actress will not allow the company to make dubbed versions 
of her films, with the result that all Dietrich Paramount pictures have 
been released in Germany with super-imposed titles. 

Miss Dietrich has indicated that she wouldn’t mind speaking her na- 





weather. 


pane ane 
Inside Stuff—Legi 
pit 

Players in ‘Another Language,’ rew hit at the Booth, New York. will 
continue their percentage sharing arrangement in the show’s 8rosses as 
long as the attraction runs, on Broadway or on the road. it is the first 
instance of a semi-co-operative production coming in as ~ hit and carry- 
ing on indef on a profit-sharing basis. 
Entire cast of ‘Language,’ including the principals Glenn Anders, Mar- 
garet Wycherly and Dorothy Stickney, are guarantced minimums, plus 
percentage. Latter vary, according to the standing of the player and 
his or her usual salary. Previously ‘Street Scene,’ opening on the per- 
centage basis, when developing into a hit was put back on straight 
salaries. This will not be done with ‘Language.’ ‘Scene’ the only other 
similar hit. 
Percentage basis worked out by Arthur Beckhard, new producer of 
‘Language,’ has the cast getting their regular salaries when the show 
grosses $8,500. If it goes above that mark then more than the regular sal- 
aries are forthcoming, with the sharing limit as far as the actors go 
— $10,000. Show has gone above this mark in both its first two 
weeks. 
Reason for the continuation of the semi-co-op system is that the pro- 
ducer, coming from the concert field, worked on a similar basis in that 
line and is continuing. 
First week of the show nabbed $11,700 at the b.o. the actors sharing 
in to the $10,000 mark and thus collecting more than their customary 
salaries. Arthur Beckhard, producer of “Language,’ has ‘Pilate,’ satire 
by H. Campbell-Duncan, as a possible production for next season. 








Al Jolson and Equity’s San Francisco representative had an alterca- 
tion on the closing night of ‘Wonder Bar.’ Curtain was delayed and Jol« 
son went as far as discussing with the stagehands and musicians the 
possibilities of his doing a one-man concert if the Equity agent held up 
the curtain. 

Matter involved $18. Demand for its payment was made a few min- 
utes before the show was to start. Jolson’s statement that he would 
look into the matter and send a check if he found he owed the $18 was 
rejected as unsatisfactory by Equity’s man, who wanted it then and 
there. 

Jolson steamed, feeling that having given 70 Equity members a 30- 
week road route the organization was treating him like a common dead- 
beat. Stagehands and musicians, refusing to see the matter as impore 
tant, evidently gave the Equity rep cold feet. The show was given. Jol 
son hasn’t paid the $18 yet. 





‘Animal Kihgdom,’ one of the season’s outstanding successes is prin- 
cipally owned by the author, Philip Barry, who has 50%. Leslie Howard, 
the show’s star, has 25%, and Gilbert Miller, for the Frohman company, 
has the other quarter. 

Miller originally had the larger share but disposed of part of it to 
Barry on the eve of the Broadway premiere. No other attraction known 
where the author has the prependerant share. Nearest concerns ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ of which George S. Kaufman is said to have 35%, with the 
Gershwins in for 15%. The authors mentioned are cashing in two ways— 
profits and royalties. . 
Because of the three-way split on ‘Kingdom,’ Freddie McKay is com- 
pany manager while John Donnelly is house manages (Empire) but is 
away on vacation. 





Several Times Square theatres are in the same box as the Avon, which 
recently was temporarily refused a license ostensibly because of failure 
to conform to the fire laws. : 

The houses were mostly built from plans approved by the building 
department, but found not to conform to the more rigid requirements 
of the fire department. Where the infractions are minor a temporary 
permit may be issued from year to year without correction of the tech- 
nical violations where this is impractical, but the condition always hangs 
over the house and can be made a source of trouble at any time. 





Non-payment of stock royalties has been lessened to as near a mini- 
mum as possible through the stock committee of the Incorporated Society 
of Authors’ Representatives. Particular committee is about the only 
one that actually functions to any extent in the ISAR. Practically all 
N. Y. agents, however, are members. 

Stock branch closes in on non-p*yers quickly, the latter getting no 
more shows. Frank Miller, Eddie Hart and Gus Diehl, formed the stock 
committee. 





A matter of $20,000 or so, which it will cost to relight the exterior of 
the Earl Carroll theatre, New York, may create annoying complica- 
tions for Ziegfeld who finds that the previous incumbent of the Carroll 
theatre had his name profusely all over the theatre. Zieggy’s lease for 
the Carroll overlooked the matter of who’s to pay for the lights, and 
both sides are balking. 

There are so many ‘Earl Carrolls’ plastered on the theatre that the 
estimate for switching the name to the Casino is being placed at $20,000. 





After four weeks with ‘Blue Mask,’ the May Wirth family and Equity 
finally got together in Chicago. Equity persuaded the six people in the 
act to join the organization, but made certain concessions considering 
the unusual circumstances of the case. 

Concessions were due since the Wirth group is strictly a circus turn, 
handle-no dialog in the play, and because this is apt to be the act’s only 
legit date. 





A distinct growth in the popularity of puppet shows throughout the 
country. When Tony Sarg first came to America from England, he was 
the only professional puppet-master here. Now there are about 36 iD 
the profession. 

Courses in puppet making and producing have been offered at Columbia 
University and in Detroit and Cleveland. Eight books on puppets were 
published last fall. 





Just $150 stopped the ‘Round Up’ from reopening in New York under 
the aegis of its would be backer, C. N. Holman, cowboy. That much was 
needed before the approval of Equity could be obtained. Show didn't 
reopen. 

Cast was to have been paid nightly and in advance. Actually more 
than $150 was needed, but this was the minimum amount before 42 
' Equity okay could be gained. 





Majestic theatre, Brocklyn, bought off S. Hurok’s ‘Blue Bird’ revue t0 
allow the booking of ‘Grand Hotel’ (play) weck beginning May 16. 

‘Hotel’ was slated to fold, but lays off a week instead. It then opens in 
Brooklyn. Casts’ run of the play contracts expire June 1. 





At a recent meeting of the League of New York Theatres to consider 
the proposed federal tax on tickets of admission, the method of raising 
funds to reimburse the League for its expenditure in protesting the ta*® 
in Washington was discussed. It was recommended that Broadway's 
legit theatres collect 10% on all free passes. Very little such money 
has been turned over to the League, whose expenses amount to $1,700. 

The pass tax collection was made a matter of judgment on the part 
of the theatres. Pass money has been collected in Shubert theatres right 





(Continued on page 62) 
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Erlanger's Dumping Theatres 
As Estate Reports Big Shrinkage 








Erlanger’s is apparently following 
the plan of the Shubert receivers by 
relinquishing theatres, especially 
out-of-town. That the proposed 
pooking deal between the two cir- 
cuits has taken a step further is 
also indicated. At the same time 
the formation of an independent 
legit circuit with plenty of houses 


on Broadway as a basis is more 
likely. Regardless, both Erlanger’s 
and the Shuberts still claim more or 
less hold on bookings on the 
strength of out-of-town control. 

Last week a meeting of New York 
and Philadelphia interests in the 
Erlanger string was held in Jersey 
City. The result was that the Broad 
Street and Garrick in Philly were 
turned back to the owners or mort- 
gagees. That leaves Erlanger’s with 
only the Erlanger over there, latter 
house being something of a while 
elephant because of heavy fixed 
charges. However, the Sam S. Shu- 
bert (memorial) theatre in Philly 
has been turned back to the owners 
by the Shubert receivers. Peculiar 
feature is that the house will -bce 
booked by Erlanger’s who may also 
book attractions in that city into 
Shubert houses, if no deal is made 
with the owners of the Broad and 
Garrick. Theatre deals by Er- 
langers’ are also reported for Bos- 
ton and Chicago. 

Baron’s Accounting 


That Erlangers is financially in 
bad shape was revealed last week 
when Saul J. Baron, temporary ad- 
ministrator for the estate, filed an 
accounting purporting to show the 
estate’s present value to be but 
$124.20. Estimates when A. L. Er- 
langer died ranged from $10,000,000 
to $75,000,000. 

Baron statement is calculated to 
discourage any suits, such as might 
be brought by bondholders of Er- 
langer’s theatre. Bonds to the value 
of about $750,000 are outstanding, 
owned mostly by Southerners. Es- 
tate itself has $300,000 in these liens 
on which interest has not been paid 
this season. Bonds were guaranteed 
by the deceased and Joe Toplitsky 
of Los Angeles, That the house may 
revert to Vincent Astor is possible. 
Ground rent is $25,000 annually. 
Like the Philly Erlanger’s the fixed 
charges are regarded as high for 
a legit theatre in the present situa- 
tion. 

With no decision from the sur- 
rogate on the Charlotte Fixel claim 
of having been Erlanger’s commen 
law wife, the estate remains in liti- 
gation. Judge Mitchell L. Erlanger, 
brother of the deceased, is said to 
disagree with Isidor Kresel in his 
handling of the estate’s case, The 
attorney would not comment on the 
report that he would retire as 
counsel for the estate. 

There are indications that the 
showman gave a considerable inter- 
est in the estate away to relatives 
prior. to his death. Baron states 
that none of the heirs named in the 
will has been paid. 

Debts and Credits 

The accounting shows that $2,- 
223,479 in assets passed through 
Baron’s hand from May 1, 1930, to 
March 31, 1932. Creditors were paid 
$896,045. There is $1,270,252 due, 
but it is described as money ‘uncol- 
lected or uncolilectible.’ Largesi 
debtor to the estate are the Erlan- 
eer production end, which owes 
$547,018, :nd the realty end, which 
Owes $33,351. Baron explains that 
the assets of both corporations are 
not liquid, but comprise valuable 
Properties. Confessicns of judg- 
ments have been obtained from bot 
companies, and both will eventually 
meet the indebtedness. 

Claims against the estate amount 
to $7,019,000, of which $961,596 have 
been rejected by the administrator, 
including a claim from the estate of 
Gen. Lew Wallace, author of ‘Ben 
Hur. A claim of $1,756,106 concerns 
the Erlanger theatre, Chicago. The 
Chase National Bank claims $771,- 
$29. Included is a note of $8,000 
euaranteed for George Tylef. Flo 
Ziegfeld owes $24,526, and ‘repeated 
demands for payment have been 
made by the administrator without 
result.” However, tiat sets at rest 
rumors that Zieggy ‘owed Evlanger 
big money.” Among the payments 
was a total of $36,263 to Mrs. Ade- 
aide L. Erlanger, divorced wife of | 
s“ceased, who has been residing 


SS 
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CHURCH CHOIR NO LURE 


Syracuse Baptists Unmoved by 
Singers as Stock Entr’acte 








Syracuse, May 9. 

Appearance of the First Baptist 
Church choir as a between-the-acts 
attraction at the Dewitt last week 
during the run of ‘Death Takes a 
Holiday,’ presented by the Sanford 
Skinner Players, Inc., proved more 
of a liability than an asset, 

The choir was depenced on by 
the management to build up in- 
terest in the church’s large con- 
gregation. Response of the chureh 
folks was disappointing, while the 
religious atmosphere is believed to 
have had a detrimental effect at the 
box office. 


‘MERRY-GO ROUND’ SET 





TO PROMISING ADVANCE 





‘Merry Go Round,’ a political play 
which was delayed a week in open- 
ing on Broadway because of what 
was alleged to be political inter- 
ference, paid salaries for the seven- 


day lay-off. 

Show is definitely slated to open 
tonight (Tuesday) at the Avon, 
New York, after much fixing up of 
the theatre to meet license bureau 
demands. Understood the _ script 
also has been subjected to changes. 

The license commissioner stated 
that the Avon management was late 
in making application for a re- 
newal, He added that he could not 
grant the license without reports 
from the fire, building and water 
departments. After those reports 


were made changes were ordered. | 


Principal alteration was replacing 
the orchestra pit, which necessitated 
the removal of several rows of 
seats, cutting the lower floor capa- 
city by about 60 seats. License 
was granted Monday. 

Mayor Walker was asked whether 
political influence entered into the 
matter, since the show is supposed 
to deal with New York political 
figures, although localled in an- 
other city. The mayor replied it 
‘all looked like a publicity stunt’ 
to him, and he did not care whether 
the show resumed. Also he said, 
friends in show business told him 
‘it was a rotten show.’ 

Ticket brokers are of the opinion 
‘Merry Go Round’ will do real busi- 
ness for a time at least, because of 
the unlooked for ballyhoo. Calls 
for tickets were in enough quan- 
tity to indicate that. 





R. M. Feustel, Backer 


Of Many Shows, Dies | 


Ft. Wayne, May 9. 

Robert M. Feustel, president of 
the Indiana Service Corporation 
and executive in charge of Insull 
properties in Indiana, died in Ft. 
Wayne, Ind., Sunday (8). He had 
been ill for about a week. 

Mr. Feustel was successful in the 
theatre having given financial back- 
ing to ‘The Poor Nut,’ a revival of 
Ibsen’s ‘Ghosts,’ ‘Kibitzer,’ ‘Seventh 
Heaven,’ ‘This Thing Called Love’ 
and ‘Cloudy with Showers.’ He 
numbered many theatre folk among 
his close friends, including the Nu- 
gent family and Patterson McNutt. 

He was a member of the Lotos 
Club of New York, Players Club, 
New York and many other organ- 
izations. 





° 
SCHWAB-DeSYLVA BUSY 
Los Angeles, May 9. 

Larry Schwab and Buddy De 

Sylva are batting out a musical 


| together. 


Schwab is a guest at De Sylva’s 
Malibu shack during the process. 








abroad. It was back alimony plus | 


interest. 

The Shubert receivership appears 
to be in a state of quiet. The certifi- 
cates for $300,000 which Lee 
J. J. Shubert are expected 
personally have not yet been issued. 


It was explained the money was not 
needed at this time. 
The Erlanger warehouse on the 


west side has been emptied. 


burned, the property heing up for 
lease or sale. 


and | 
to take | 


Con- | 
tents of no value were removed and | 


Mamoulian for Guild 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Rouben Mamoulian, Paramount 
director, has been given six months’ 
leave of absence from the studio to 
return to New York and direct a 
stage production for the Theatre 
Guild. 

Following completion of this job, 
Mamoulian will take a short vaca- 
tion in Europe before returning 
west. He last directed Chevalier in 
‘Love Me Tonight.’ 


Kath Cornell Burns at 
Chi Shubert Handling 
Of ‘Barretts’ Ducats 


Chicago, May 9. 

Loss by the Shuberts of the book- 
ing of Katharine Cornell's next roid 
tour may develo» from the peeve 
harbored by the star toward the 
local Shubert operating clique. ‘ It’s 
over the way they handled tickets 
| for ‘The Barretts.’ Play is now on 











its fourth and final week at the 
Harris. 

Although the show’s’ contract 
contained a elause giving it exclu- 
sive authority over broker distrib- 
lution here, it turned the privilege 
lover to the circuit’s Chicago man- 
lagement with the understanding 
| that the agencies were to be cau- 
| tioned against collecting more than 


| 
| 
| 
' 


; a 75c premium on any ticket. Miss 
Cornell also insisted that the 
lagencies hang’ signs over their 


;counter carrying an announcement 
to that effect. 
| But despite these precautions, 
complained Miss Cornell, she was 
flooded with letters from theatre- 
goers calling her to task for allow- 
ing the agencies to charge $5.45 and 
up for the show. Agency retort to 
this was that the kick-back re- 
quired of them would leave an in- 
significant margin if the added 
charges were limited to the 75c. 
Another angle of the Cornell burn 
is that the Shubert group here ig- 
nored answering mail orders until 
she learned of the attitude and as- 
signed her own company manager 
to the task. Latter stayed up two 
nights the middle of last week tak- 
ing care of applications from this 


source. 


Trio of Belasco Aids 
Join in Play Venture 


A sort of Belasco reunion next 
season will find Lenore Ulric ap- 
pearing in a show for Benjamin 
Roeder which Burk Symon will 
stage. Miss Ulric is a former Bel- 
asco star; Roeder was the late pro- 
ducers general manager, and Symon 
his general stage director, both for 
years. 

Play is ‘High C,’ by Gladys Unger, 
originally written for the lead to be 
a singer but being changed to. a 
dancer to fit Miss Ulric. Dwight 
Wiman and Brock Pemberton pre- 
| viously owned the piece. 











Lamont Kin on Stage 


Denver, May 9. 

The daughter-in-law of the United 
States Secretary of Commerce and 
the wife of a stock raiser, Frances 
Kent Lamont, otherwise Mrs. Robert 
Lamont, Jr., made her stage debut 
as Sadie Thompson in ‘Rain,’ with 
the Denham stock company. She 
had appeared in three amateur 
plays. Mrs. Lamount is a sculp- 
tress. She has declined a place in 
the permanent Denham cast. 

Her husband is in Russia confer- 
ring with the Russian government 
concerning the development of their 
livestock industry. 


Free Legit Idea Oked 


Frank yillmore’s proposal to 
thave Broadway’s legits give free 
| shows for white collar idle is now 
up to the labor unions. Equity’s 
| council has approved the idea. 

National Theatre Alliance, com- 
, posed of representatives of all the 








| legit ends of labor and manage- 
| ment, approved the suggestion ata 
| meeting last week. Before’ the 
| suggestion can be carried out, how- 


;} pay work without which 
|formances can't be given. 


| 
} 








Two Play Options Die 


Ethel Barrymdare, going into ‘En- 
| core’ next season for Arthur Hop- 
| kins, has released ‘Woman Of Des- 
| tiny’ back to its author, Sam War- 
shawsky. 


Same writer also has ‘Pagan Blau has the eastern rights to the 
; Fury’ back after Herman Gant- | play and will produce it there in the | 
| yoort’s option expired, } fall. 


ever, the unions must sanction no | 
the per- | 


Stage Best Source of Picture 


Stories, Lawrence Weber's View 





FROHMAN ACTIVE AT 83 


Retired 20 Years, Fund Head Will 
Produce In Autumn 





| = 
| Daniel Frohman, retired from pro- 
{duction for 20 years, is planning a 
| return to producing next season. He 
is 83 and has devoted his time and 
energies to the Actors’ Fund for 
many years, 

Veteran manager is understood to 
have one play already lined up. 


GONG SOUNDS END OF 
‘BULLS, BEARS, ASSES’ 


After a premiere Friday night 
and one matinee, on Saturday, 
‘Bulls, Bears and Asses’ failed to 
show Saturday night and called it 
a season with these two perform- 
ances, 

Show was written and produced 
by Milton Herbert Gropper who after 
reading the panning notices decided 
there was no use ‘prolonging the 
agony.” Word to that effect was 
sent the stage manager who was 
instructed to tell the cast to get 
their salaries at Equity. 

Gropper and a newcomer named 
Frank Shevit, said to be a certified 
public accountant who was asso- 
ciated with the author, were so sure 
they had a winner that unheard of 
sharing terms were demanded from 
theatres. Shevit asked an 85-15 
split in favor of the show. Another 
proposition called for the payment 
of $750 a week to the theatre for 
two weeks after which the show 
proposed to talk about sharing 
terms, 

Actors were engaged ‘for the life- 
time of the play’ the run of the 
contract clause stipulating a sea- 
son being stricken out. One actor 
who was replaced could have col- 
lected as long as the play lasted, 
were it a hit. Booking of the Play- 
house was on a rental basis. Under- 
stood W. A. Brady has some claims 
against Gropper and Shevit with 
stage hands’ wages to be accounte 
for. , : 


‘Zombie’ Injunction Suit 
Continued in Chicago 


Chicago, May 9. 

Hearing on the petition for an 
injunction against Publix-Balaban 
and Katz, to prevent that circuit 
from continuing the presentation of 
the tab version of ‘Zombie,’ sched- 
uled for last week was postponed 
until tomorrow (10). Case was 
shifted out of the Superior Court 
to the Federal Court. Move was 
made because one of the participat- 
ing companies in the suit is a Del- 
aware corporation. 

Petition was filed by Ralph Ket- 
tering, manager of the Adelphi at 
which house the show had a five 
weeks’ legit rum Claim of Ketter- 
ing is primarily based on the legit 
protection clause in the contract 
which restrains a legit show from 
piaying the same town within eight 
weeks after completing its stay at 
the house. Kettering also maintains 
that the tab version is harming his 
legit business, present and future. 

‘Zombie,’ as a tab, has just com- 
pleted a week at the Orientai and 
is booked for three additional weeks 
at the Tivoli, Paradise and Up- 
town, neighborhood spots, being at 
present at the Tivoli. Pauline 
Starke, former film player, heads 
the cast. 


‘Hilton Woman’ Ends 


After six weeks of rehearsals ‘Hil- 
ton Woman,’ by Howard Comstock, 
management of which Grace Huff 
had taken over, closed without 
| reaching Broadway. 
| Joe Daly originally put the show 
j in rehearsal, but dropped out and 
| Miss Huff, starring, assumed man- 




















j}agement, having a financial] interest | 


in the production. 


| Two weeks’ salary for the cast 
paid from an Equity bond. 

Blau Flies West 

Los Angeles, May 9. 

| Bela Blau arrived here Wednes- 
'day (4) from New York “by plane 
|for opening of ‘The Mad Hopes’ 
|new Billie Burke show at the 
Belasco. 
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Lack of progress in show busi- 
ness, thinks L. Lawrence Weber, has 
brought about the downfall of the 
industry. 

Weber points to the condition of 
pictures, vaude and the legit as self 
explanatory. Only here and there 
can a winner be found in the vari- 
ous show branches, 

Pictures, believes Weber, need 
more producing managers, men who 
know plays and every angle of pro- 
duction, but, more than anything 
else, plays. Men who can handle 
actors alone, or stories alone, fall 
short of the requisites Weber deems 
necessary. 

The producer is of the opinion 
that »lays should be the main 
source film material. A play, when 
ready for film production, he argues, 
has been tested as proved on Broad- 
way after a finishing process guided 
by public reaction on the road. 

Looking at the legit, Weber feels 
an extreme state of static exists 
and the legit has none of the or- 
ganization frevalent in filmdom. 
The entire stage system is to Weber, 
antiquated. The system of selling 
jtlays has not changed with the 
times nor the system in booking or 
selling plays. 

Weber opines that shows on the 
road should employ, not one p.a. as 
now, but four advance people. First 
the press agent, or his routine, then 
a lecturer to work on civic groups 
and chambers of commerce; third, 
billing agent, and finally a subscrip- 
tion agent to organize audiences. 

For a Set Circuit 

Together with other seasoned 
managers, Weber has faith in one 
legit circuit. For the best results, 
he thinks road shows should play 
a fixed tour on a standardized sys- 
tem of approach and selling. But 
more than that, a_ standardized 
booking contr. :t for the preserva- 
tion of the business, coupled with 
the elimination of the theatres that 
are superfluous, None of these 
things can be obtained withort 
managerial organization and co-op- 
eration. 

Weber holds that a wise writer 
would not work for pictures, for a 
successful play gives to its author, 
not alone the Broadway profits, but 
-*ock, film, serialization, noveliza- 
tion and foreign righis, All of these 
are lost in writing for pictures. 

Looking at the vaude situation, 
Weber thinks variety can come 
back. But it will take a new regime 
to accomplish that return. He 
thinks vaude was ruined mainly by 
its sameness and lack of the variety 
it should s“pply. He comments 
that the best criticism of vaude was 
made by a layman who Weber over- 
head say ‘The bill was the same as 
last week, only there were different 
names.’ 


Maude Adams Her Own 
Producer Next Season? 


Maude Adams is reported leaving 
Erlanger’s and going into produe- 
tion for herself next season. Miss 
Adams’ revival of ‘Merchant of 
Venice’ which she owned in partner- 
ship with Erlanger’s closed Satur- 
day (7) in Lansing, Mich. 

Star is looking for a show which 
she can bring to Broadway next 
fall. This season she ducked New 
York in ‘Merchant.’ 

‘Merchant’ was the first show to 
use Miss Adams‘: own invention of 
a new 30,000-watt incandesccnt 
lamp, largest ever brought into 
stage work. Reported General Elec- 
tric, which built the bulbs on the 
actress’ patents, was financially in- 
terested in ‘Merchant’ and will be 
again next season. 


‘Blue’ Is Right 

Players in ‘Blue Monday’ which 
Dr. Barnett Warren, a dentist, is 
| producing, were not allowed to re- 
hearse when a call was put in by 
the management for rehearsals. No 
bond arrangements hed been made, 

Call for the cast had been re- 
garded as being a reading, out a 
technicality, the actors having their 
parts, classified it as a rehearsal. 








Medico’s Revue Venture 


Charles Steinberg, a Deal Be h, 
N. J., medico, is promoting a sum- 
mer revue. 

Vernon Duke will do the music. 





Steinberg says he has approached 


; Names’ but none set yet. 
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Comes Foundation Bureau Aims 


At U. S. Little Theatre Federation 





+ 
An organization of and for little 


theatres throughout the country is 


understood to be in the making | 
again. Little theatre bureau re- | 
cently formed and subsidized by the | 
Carnegie Foundation is sponsoring | 
the move. 

Principal trouble with the small 


lezits is not depression but, accord- | 


ing to those knowing the situation, | 
loss of personnel suffered by the 
groups, plus the general adoption 


on the part of colleges throughout) 
the country of dramatic courses and | 
resultant presentation of plays at 
schools. 

The organization to be formed 
will not be a closely knit group, 
but more in the nature of a federa- 
tion, it being difficult to bind the 
many differing dramatic exponents 
into any other sort of organization. 

Questionnaire Out 

Carnegie bureau is mailing out 
questionnaires to get at a basis for 
the group. First batch will be sent 
to colleges to obtain info concern- | 





ing schools’ dramatic courses and 
productions. While the regular 
littles present a problem, due to 


change of management or removal, 
in the way of organization, similar 
trouble crops up in the colleges due 
to the annual changes in students 
and those working in the theatre 
groups. Nevertheless, colleges are 
regarded as the best bet in the first 
steps of organization. 

Other plans of the Carnegie bu- 
reau include the appointment of a 
committee of theatre technicians. 
Purpose here will be to standardize 
equipment used in the little the- 
atres. Problem of lost personnel 
will be attacked by a sort of central 
employment bureau for registration 
of directors, technicians, etc. 

General condition in the little the- 
atres is reflected in the fact there 
was no annual tournament in New 
York this year. Principal cause was 
the refusal of labor to lower the 
cost for the little operators. At the 
same time the entries came in at 
an exceptionally slow rate. 

Understood that the Carnegie bu- 
reau will run a tournament annual- 
ly, but will put it on a different 
basis. Name _ will probably be 
changed from a tournament to a 
‘festival.’ Tournament non-winners 
often lose interest in the movement. 
Under a festival, this won’t happen. 

Tournament usually held in New 
York and managed by Walter Hart- 
wig, but missed this year, will go on 
next year but possibly not in New 
York. 





| guarantee 
| the 


| Bainbridge Protests 
‘Pre-Slump’ Royalties 


Minneapolis, May 9. 
Grossing around $3,000 weekly at 
his dramatie stock house, ‘Buzz’ 
Bainbridge charges that New York 
play brokers are still thinking in 


terms of pre-depression times. 

For ‘Grand Hotel’ royalty, a flat 
1,000 per week with 
option taking 15% of the 
gross was demanded of Bainbridge. 
With the picture being advertised 
for the Century ‘Buzz’ turned the 
piece down. 

The royalty charged the local 
stock hous@for New York successes 


of 
0. 


have run from $500 to $700 per 
week. Bainbridge says he has had 
to pay from $300 to $600 for plays 


that have been flops on Broadway. 





Paliteer Award Must 


Be Right, Plagiarism 
Claim on ‘Thee I Sing’ 


Claimant has appeared for idea 
upon which he alleges the book of 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ is based. He has 
not started suit against the hit 
which won the Pulitzer prize, but 
is seeking financial backing for such 
a proceeding. 

The claim is put forth by Arthur 
Lowenfels, a poet who wrote a play 
called ‘U. S. A. With Music’ about 
five years ago when in Paris on a 
Guggenheim scholarship. About 100 
copies, minus authorship credit, 
were distributed privately and later 
several hundred more were printed. 
Probably teamed with Lowenfels if 
action takes place is George Antiel, 
a composer who proposed to do the 
score for the ‘U. S. A.’ show. 
George S. Kaufman, author of 
‘Sing,’ declares he never read the 
Lowenfels play until a week ago. 
It is contended there is litle similar- 
ity in idea except the background 
of politics. The first named work 
dealt with the Herrin mine disturb- 
ances and proposed a political can- 
didate run on a platform of com- 
panionate marriage. However, in 
the statements issued to the press 
the claimants outline the writing 
of Kaufman and Ryskind, indicat- 
ing that material was in the Lowen- 
fels play. 

Among those approached to fi- 
nance the suit was Otto H. Kahn 
who is said to have answered that 





‘Sing’ for Loop? 

Chicago company of Sam Harris’ 
smash musical, ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ is 
a likely summer development. Pro- 
ducer is weighing the proposition 
to send a No. 2 to Chi during the 
Republican and Democratic conven- 
tions. 

Should a ‘Sing’ play the Loop, it 
would present a novel situation, 
since the piece is a satire on poli- 
ticians and politics. 


L. I. Circuit Quits 


Circuit stock in Long Island film 
theatres started by Prudential The- 
atres recently has closed, a distinct 
failure. 

Lasted two weeks, playing ‘Church 
Mouse’ and Glenn Hunter in ‘Wood- 
ley.’ Collapse of the circuit leaves 
no opposition for the company or- 
ganized at Southampton by George 
Haight and Henry Potter. 


DENNY IN ‘EVENT’ 

San Francisco, May 9. 

Reginald Denny in ‘Blessed 
Event’ into Alcazar for Henry 
Duffy May 19. House dark for 11 
days prior to opening, after four 
weeks of good business with Char- 
lotte Greenwood .in ‘Alarm Clock.’ 











Finis in Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, May 9. 


Local legit season, shortest on rec- 
ord, comes to a close next week with 
appearance at Nixon of Civic Light 
Opera company in Gilbert and Sulli- 


van repertoire. 


Alvin winding up this week with 


‘Hay Fever.’ 





‘Casanova’ Back Home 


Dennis King has dropped his op- 


tion on ‘Casanova,’ the musical he 
ded producing. 
hearsing in the ‘Showboat’ revival 


inte: 


King is re- 


he was not interested and that the 
authors of ‘Sing’ were friends of 
his, 

Kaufman is reported having wise- 
cracked he might finance the plaga- 
rism matter against his own play 
and should the other fellow win, 
he’d be in both ways. 





Engagements 


Jeanette Fox-Lee, Alice Cava- 
naugh, Ruth Fallows, Diana Croye, 
Norval Keedwell, Harry Short, 
Worthington L. Romaine, Chas. 
Hammond, Geo. Sweet, Jerome Daly, 
Clude Veaux, Wm. Barrows, ‘On the 
Make’ (complete cast). 

Dorothy McNulty, 
Music.’ 


Clara Carleton, John Bohn, Fredk. 
Tozere, ‘Blue Monday.’ 

Harry Rosenthal, Edna Hibbard, 
‘Coast to Coast.’ 

Katherine Alexander, Edith Bar- 
rett, Ruth Gordon, Ruth Hammond, 


‘Words and 


Earle Larrimore, Donald Mac- 
Donald, Cape Playhouse. 

Larry Ellinger, Sammy Weston, 
Toni ‘Sorel, Jerri Luger, Hilda 


Gaurde, ‘French Faces.’ 

Henry Stephenson, ‘Firebird’ (fall 
production), 

Dennis King, ‘Showboat.’ 

Clara Carleton, John Bohn, Fredk. 
Tozere, ‘Blue Monday.’ 

John R. Hamilton, Walter Fenner, 
Ethel Atlen, ‘Heigh-Ho, Everybody.’ 

Walter Wolff, Verree Teasdale, 
‘Clowns in Clover.’ 

Jas. B. Carson, Walter Kingsford, 
‘Christopher Comes Across.’ 





Comedie Rule Amended 
Paris, April 30. 
Francaise by-law, 
two of the theatres’ 


The Comedie 
prohibiting 
>| film, has been abrogated. 
Idea was to prevent 





Bernard Bercovici, author 
‘Casa,’ has it back again. 


of 





atre. 
(film for actors to abide by it, 


actors to work together in the same 


any film 
.| becoming competition for the the- 
There is too much money in 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Sea Gull’ (Bulgakov) Union 
Church, 

‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny,’ (Del- 
Bondio & Haring), Elliott. 

‘Clowns in Clover’ (Leslie) 
233 W. 42d. 

‘Hired Husband’ 
Bijou. 

‘Show Boat’ (Ziegfeld) Zieg- 
feld. 

‘Bridal Wise’ (Thayer) Cort. 

‘Christopher Comes Across’ 
(Pemberton) Hudson. 


RUBBER TIRE 
STOCK TROUPES 


A flock of so-called stock com- 


(Sterling) 

















panies on wheels (busses) will be 
operating this summer, While 
there were a number of these 


troupes last year, the ranks are ex- 
pected to increase this season. 

One cause is that some stock men 
can’t operate otherwise because of 
the stringency. Another is that ac- 
tors are willing to work*this way 


because there’s not much else. In- 
dication of the increase in the bus 
outfits is that casters, who or- 


dinarily have a number of regular 
companies to cast at this time, are 
devoid of placements. 





Switch of Roles 


Jean Arthur, former film actress, 
who started rehearsing in Brock 
Pemberton’s ‘Christopher Comes 
Across’ is no longer in that pro- 
duction. Actress will probably go 
into ‘The Man Who Reclaimed His 
Head’ which Arthur Hammerstein 
and Li.wrence Weber are preparing. 
Miss Arthur also has had an 
offer from Metro to return to pic- 
tures. She last worked in talkers 
for Paramount. 

Claude Rains will probably play 
the lead in ‘Reclaimed.’ Producers 
tried to get Emil Jannings and 
John Barrymore. Fred Perry and 
Louis Calhern are set-for the show. 
Rains is in ‘Too True To Be 
Good.’ 





CORBETT FILES CLAIM 
‘There You Are’ opened last night 
(Mon.) at the Majestic, Brooklyn, 
with Hyman Adler starring. 

Eddie Corbett filed a claim to a 
2% book royalty when the adver- 
tisements appeared crediting an- 
other author, and is said to have re- 
ceived ‘overtures for a settlement. 
Former title was ‘The Blue Glove.’ 
Failing an agreement, Corbett 
says he will seek an injunction, 
having retained Rudolph Eisenberg, 
attorney, for the purpose. Advance 
notices on the production credit the 
book to Carl Barfelt, Adler’s father- 
in-law. 





LEVENTHAL’S STOCK 


Jules. Leventhal is installing a 
stock company in his Hudson thea- 
tre in Union City, N. J. Meanwhile 
his musical is quiescent. 

If the producer can get his east 
straightened out, opening date will 
be Monday (16). 





Teatro Carrillo’s $3 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
Teatro Leo Carrillo on Olvera 
street, will have a $8 opening May 
16 with Nance O'Neil in ‘The Pas- 
sion Flower,’ Spanish melo. Junior 
League has the first night house 
and will turn proceeds over to the 
Los Angeles Home for Convalescent 
Children, 
Company 
bona, 


is posting an Equity 





Coast's Traveling Stocks 
Los Angeles, May 9. 

Two more coast stock troupes are 
active. 

Howard Ralston players are play- 
ing a circuit that stops Tuesday at 
Norwalk, Cal., Wednesdays and 
Thursdays at Santa Monica, and 
Saturdays .at Brea. 

Horace Murphy is reported work- 
ing again, splitting time between 
Belvedere and Riverside. 





Another Venturer 
Mrs. Richard Greer, wife of the 


! Al Woods’ production list. 


ee ee 


a 


Concert 





Down East Stock Spots 


Preparing for Summer 


New Bedford, Mass., May 9. 

Indications -point to no dearth 
of stock companies in the summer 
resort towns. Cape Cod will have 
a string of them, located in the 
most populous communities. Among 
these are the Cape Cod Playhouse 
at Dennis, the Provincetown Play- 
house and the University Players, 
the latter at West Falmouth. 

Leighton Rollins is. planning for 
another season at Surry, Me., as 
is the Skowhegan, Me., group. 

In Connecticut the Jitney Players 
will organize for their annual. jaunt 
and that state vill have. stock com- 
panies at. Sharon,’ Westport, Bris- 
tol and Greenwich. ~ 

The Newport, R. L, Casino The- 
atre again will present’ plays of 
proved success with guest. stars 
having the support of the regular 
company. 

The Court Square, Springfield, 
Mass., which has had summer out- 
fits for many years past, won’t open 
this summer. 


SEEK INFO ON BROWN’S 
PERSONAL REP. DEALS 





Equity’s council is preparing. an 
inquiry into Chamberlain Brown's 
personal representation permit. 
Brown holds the three Equity type 
permits, for employment, special 
rep and personal rep. 

Action against Brown would come 
about a month after the Theatrical 
Artists’ Representatives Associa- 
tion expelled the agent, growing out 
of his allegedly large number of 
personal representation contracts 
and no pay-off mentioned in con- 
nection therewith, Agent has been 
named as having over 100 such con- 
tracts representing liabilities of 
$200,000 annually. 

Three other agents were dropped 
last week from the T.. A. R. A., Will 
Roehm, Lyons & Lyons and Col- 
lins & Adams, 

Personal rep thing has been criti- 
cized as a prime source of agent 
gypping, with Equity said to be un- 
favorably inclined toward this type 
contract. 





Future Plays 


‘Your Home Town,’ by Earl Sim- 
mons and Tom Swift, vaude actor, 
for a summer tryout by Rosalie 
Stewart. 


‘Sour Cherries,’ tentative title for 
play by Jean Grean, will be pro- 
duced by Edward Edwards. 


‘Hired Husbands,’ by A. L. Stern, 
will have Terry Carroll, sister of 
Nancy Carroll, as _ lead. Piece 
started rehearsals last week. A 
new production corporation is be- 
hind it. Alfred White is staging, 
to open cold on Broadway May 30. 
Tentative cast includes Paul Ever- 
ton, Waldo Edwards, Flavia Ar- 
earo, Isidore Marvil, 

‘Lily,’ by Sam J. Parks, is on 
Shuberts’ production list, possibly 
for the tail end of this season or 
the fore part of next. Shuberts 
have had the show three years. 

‘The Play’s the Thing’ revival in 
prospect for Guy Bates Post for a 
spring tour and probably a Chicago 
convention date. 

‘Nightshade’ 
Scott Moore. 

‘Stork Is Dead,’ German play on 
Play has 
been tried out several times out of 
town, 

‘Hullabaloo,’ revue for the Pasa- 


for production by 


dena, Calif., Community theatre, 
opens May 26, directed by Harold 
Hecht and supervised by Gilmore 
Brown, Book by Paul Gerard 


Smith and music by Ralph Rainger. 
Lyrics by Don Hartman and others. 
Cast includes Frank Eastman, 
Barry Oliver, Pifyllis Du Barry, 
Sterling Holloway, Teddy Hart, 
Frank Atkinson, Jerre, David Mil- 
ton, Charles Teske, Eddie Novis 
Choir of 56 voices, Katja Sergeiva, 
Collinette ballet and eight girl spe- 
cialty line. Settings by Corliss Mc- 
Gee and costumes by Sogata. 

‘Still Life,’ by Lester Cole, Planned 





Negro who backed ‘Bloodstream,’ is 
entering legit production herself 
next fall. So far she has bought 
one show, ‘Joe Biow,’ play by Fred 
Schlick, 


tion set for next season, 
doing 7 her. 


Al Woods 





‘Blow’ is Schlick’s second produc- | 


for fall production by Rosalie 
) Stewart, Jean Dixon slated for lead. 
| Originally intended for spring show- 
; ing. 
| ‘Americana,’ J. P. McEvoy revue. 
; With Clark and McCullough, and a 
‘possible Shubert summer venture. 
{Last ‘Americana’ was in 1928, 


By Sallie 








Outdoor concerts are Scheduleg 


to start in New York this week, 
As usual, Edwin Franko Goldman 
will be first, resuming in Central 
Park. A _ special concert 
given in advance of 
summer schedule. 
June 13 opens the usual ten 
weeks season, which will arternate 
between the Mall in Centra] Park 
and the campus of New York 
versity. These concerts are 
from the Daniel and Floren 
genheim Foundation, 


will be 


the regular 


Uni. 
i gift 


e Gug- 


Pons as ‘Lakme’ 

The season's final grand opera 
performance at the Met. was one of 
its most attractive revivals, ‘Lakme’ 
with Lily Pons in the star role was 
the bill. She» wore many ‘pic- 
turesque ‘costumes and altogether 
was a délight to the eve anc ear 
Gladys Swarthout ' 
her best 
Gerald, 


was vocally ‘at 
‘Malika.”’ Yagel as 
effectively. 


as 
sang 





Bach Mass As Oratorio 

The Oratorio 
Bach's Mass in 
negie Hall, with 


Society presented 
B. Minor at Car- 
Mr. Stoessel con- 
ducting. The grouping of the sing- 
ers, the men wearing tuxedos 
the women white satin, was 
effective, 

The vocal soloists were Jeannete 
Vreeland, soprano, who looked very 
pretty in ‘a black decollette gown; 
tose Bampton, contralto, in white: 
Arthur Hackett, tenor; Robert 
Crawford, baritone, and Julius 
Huehn, bass’ baritone. Stroesse! 
conducted, 


and 
most 


N. Y. U. Recital 


A chorus of 340 voices gave 
Verdi’s ‘Requiem’ at Carnegie Hall 
to an appreciative audience. The 
concert was given by the New York 
University Centennial Department 
of Music Education. Hollis Dean 
occupied the director’s desk. Amer- 
ican soloists were in the majority, 
The soprano airs were sung by 
Ruth Rodgers, Fred Patton was 
the basso and Paul Althouse, the 
tenor. Contralto solos were sung 
by Margaret Matzenauer. 





Verdi Club Recital 


A bevy of singers gathered in 
Town Hall for the joint recital of 
Edward Ransome, tenor of the Met. 
Opera, and Christine Goff, cone 
tralto, under the auspices of the 
Verdi club. <A long, varied and in- 
teresting program was given. 

Mr. Ransome began the program 
with a group that included Pur- 
cell’s ‘Nymphs and Shepherds.’ His 
interpretations satisfied the ear. 
Miss Goff sang the aria ‘O don Fa- 
tale’ of Verdi, among others. In the 
audience were Mme. Ellen Dallosey 
of the Met. in a decollette black lace 
frock, Herma Menth in black taffeta 
and Mme Maude Runyan in black 
velvet and lace. 





Judson Guild Benefit 


For the Judson Guild benefit in 
Madison Square Garden, Monday 
night, the lobby was a bower of 
growing plants and flowers, and t--e 
guests on arrival were greeted with 
music by the 7th Regiment Band 
A stage in the form of a yacht, im 
silver and gold served as a Vene- 
tian background where nobility 
representing every country arrived 
to pay homage to the King and 
Queen of Spain. Costumes rangs 
ing in price.from $3,000 down were 
seen in a big parade, 

Following the pageant Flo Zies¢ 
feld put on a show and dancing 
followed. Mayor Walker made t26 
opening addtess and Grover Whalen 
served on the entertainment com- 
mittee. 


Judge As Sponsor 
Municipal Court Judge . 
Prince and his orchestra are to sive 
a concert during May at the audi- 
torium of Wadleigh High School fot 
the benefit of the Food Relief Come 
mittee of the Godmother'’s league 
Mme. Frances Alda and Rafaelo 
Diaz will sing groups of sonss. 


Leopold 


Colonial Music 
John Tasker Howard, pianist 
composer and author of ‘Our ,mer- 
ican Music,’ is scheduled to sive & 
lecture recital in the Wanamaker 


Auditorium. His talk will dea! W = 
the music of George Wasb!! — 
lie 


epoch. He will be assisted b: 
liam Ryder, baritone. 


cae | 
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Bway Entries Duds or Doubtfuls, 
Grosses Slip in Season Fag End 





Proadway is in annual end of the 
season box office decline. Grosses 
pave been slipping steadily if slowly 
for the past month. There are 21 
attractions on the 
to two shows outside 
jn little theatres. 
more shows same week a year 

Scheduled this 
appear to be balanced by new pro- 
ductions, with indications the list 


list in addition 
Times Square 
were 10 


ago. 


There 


closings month 


will be held to the score mark by 
May 30, the technical finale of the 
1931-32 season. After that what 


Broadway will offer is speculative. 
Weather and how shows look at 
try-out are the determining factors 
of the summer card. 
‘Another Language’ 
from the field, the 


stood out 
new comedy 


again indicating a click by grossing | 


| 


| (13th 
; very good business; last week's pace 


Adams-Skinner Visit 
Best in Minn., $6,000 


Minneapolis, May 9. 
a one-day stand, with a 
and evening performance, 
Adams and Otis Skinner 


Plaving 
matinee 
Maude 





politan last week. Both 
ances were sellouts., 


Critics and patrons waxed enthu- 


: erform- 
‘There's perform 


week) 


Always Juliet,’ Miller 
(C-$46-$3). Holds to 


more than held its own at $12,500. | mere yes: re cet gene oP pense 

‘Too True To Be Good,’ Guild (6th but "Ex ; aay ph Slap ry “lil . ode 
week) (C-914-$3). With subscription | )caecessor, ‘Samson and Delilah, 
period over some drop expected but failed to clic k ae the hoe offtcn : At 
figured to play into June; about $1.50 top takings were nde " a poor 
$15,000-last week. $3,000 Ben-Ami’s third and final 


‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry-| offering is ‘Payment Deferred,’ now 
more (17th week) (CD-1,0907$3). current. 
i Slated to close after another week: | With the aid of a wrestling match 
then to coast; last week about | one night, the stock burlesque at 
$6,600. the Gayety did about a weak $2,700 
Other Attractions Pa. St gee ae 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ | 
Alvin; repeat with road company; | 


| torium; 


started Monday; 
‘Lenin’s 


good advance sale. 
Dowry,’ Chanin audi- 
written by David Vardi; 
opens Wednesday (11). 

‘The Lady Remembers,’ 
incetown; opens tonight. 


PHILLY'S SOLO 
SHOW ‘ELECTRA 


Prov- 


grossed around $6,000 at the Metro- | 


Loop Spotty, Mask’ Folds on $6,500: 
$2.50 Top Helps Advance for ‘Devil 








, . > 
‘SCANDALS’ GROSS DOWN Chicago, May 9 
a Sharp setbacks, felt at two of the 
| With $22,000 in Cincy, All Take Cut four legit stands last week. Reac- 
} but Vallee tion from the _ previous. spirited 
ee stanza came as a surprise all ound 
Cincinnati, May 9. : 
and was blighting enough to send 
:e ‘re “hite’s Cc lals l l ‘D o 8 ) > 
CLeorge W hit Ss 3S andes did dis Blue Mask into a complete foldup 
appointing $22,0 here last week at ‘ 
rn Pp — — P and the owners of ‘Church Mouse 
Taft Auditorium \ del : 
c > aeiphi, sk rr ig ( for 
Notice posted backstage that un AC t < , . 24 Mies urryi to | 0k for 
1 ' ; “ . nother and cheaper termed house 
Lec ery « took 25° ct ) . . 
ess everybody Oo} y 1 show Advance sale promises a healthy 
would close May 14 in Detroit, | gGrst 


week at least for two née wcom- 


where two weeks’ engagement is ers of last night (8). George Cohan’s 
ij scheduled before Chicago opening. ‘Confidential Service,’ Grand, and 
| Everybody but Rudy Vallee took | ‘The Devil Passes,’ Selwyn. Agency 
la 25% cut on the road with ‘Scan- and mail call for the latter star- 
dals. George White. after tilting studded affair indicates it will play 
} wget *en eam Boneh ee : : 4 > to capacity through its two weeks 
| the cast’s salaries when hitting the engagement. Drama's $2.50 top 


road, and doing business at first, 
| experienced some tough grosses and | 
induced all but Vallee to accept 


seems to be acting much in its favor. 
Katherine Cornell's ‘Barretts’ 
| maintained its capacity pace for the 

















‘Here You 





Estimates for Last Week 


‘Pigde asinine ee ; oper s 
$14,000; not far from actual a- | | | their Broadway figure while entour. | third week, ringing near a $25,000 
pacity. Last week’s new shows. oo " | Th> crooner refused. 'tally. Fire department forced the 
‘The Man Who Changed His Name’ removal of the extra chairs spotted 
had a starting pace around $5,500) ’ Philadelphia, May 9. ae eS sa ag down front and around the sides, 
ret * ? : Fears | . BN? rd . ag 
at the Broadhurst; sulls, Bears IN BOSTON LEGIT 0 ” ea ga a ‘ this accounting for the difference 
and Asses’ stopped after two per- | ; Only a logit mewn Bee, oe Vanities at $14,000 between the previous session's $25,- 
formances at the Playhouse; | ids dent Prince,’ booked for two weeks | 2 500. Practically all the cheaper 
‘Broadway Boy’ was in doubt a - . } at the Forrest, having folded quiet- | In Frisco Just Fair seats for the current and final week 
P ess ime ‘One s May 9. | jare already gone <s for 
the 48th at press time. me} ie " ' oston, fay ly and suddenly Saturday, after do- Sins Cimaieitiet ia a + alre rdy gone. Outlook for a 
Thousand Summers’ due at the/ The Ringling-Barnum circus took|jng approximately a slica $7,000, | — Pangea: anit Fasc age aj Nowout gross of at least $22,000 
Selwyn this week, postponed. jthe lion’s share of the town’s! most of it upstairs. | It was no trouble for the ‘Vani- easy to anticipate. 

Due next week: ‘Heigh-Ho amusement spending last week. Solitarv entry is ‘Mourning Be- ties’ to top the legit field, with Though advertised from the very 
Everybody’ (first called ‘Coast to| Though booked for only six days|eomes Electra,’ opening today | Charlotte Greenwood in her fourth beginning of the week as scheduled 
Coast’) Fulton; ‘There You Are, | instead of nine at the big Boston|(yjonday) at the Garrick for at least | 4nd final week at the Alcazar and o Suave <0 the Erlanger on a Swe 
probably at the Cort: revival of | Garden, the show's estimated gross three and possibly four weeks. | little spirited competition from Ian for-one scale Counsellor-at-Law, in 
‘Show Boat,’ Casino renamed from| was over $160,000. Circus people | ppouse management claims to have | Keith in ‘Copperhead’ at the Geary, | its final lap at the Selwyn, sur- 
the Carroll. Last two weeks for) claimed the daily average business | pookings carrying it up to the mid- | OF the Pacific'Opera Co, at the Cur- hea tthe ae oy ry er Sar 
“The Laugh Parade’ and Whistling | best in years and turned them away | dle of July; then after two dark | ran. ere of close to $9,000 was helped 
in the Dark.’ on Thursday matinee and Friday | weeks, Max Gordon's new revue is|. 1” Erlanger’s Columbia on first of |by the sale of the upper shelves 

Estimates for Last Week evening. The-circus failed to hurt | expected ‘Green Pastures’ sched- | two weeks, ‘Vanities’ took $14,000, throughout at $1 a throw every 

P l ’ Booth (3rd the legit attractions in the town | uled for Labor Day. which is good, but not brilliant. Its | night. E 

mong a) A a. like ‘hit materially. Colonial played to ca- | The Bro: id, which gets. a surprise predecessors—‘Crazy Quilt’ and | Church Mouse,* which opened to 
, a. * TQR_¢4 ‘ts > “Te 4 ; _ @ 1ie broad, £ets.a & = ‘ <= : a setrone "AS > , 
week) siege yctel te “$14,000 sec. | Dacity with Mourning Becomes | hooking in ‘Bridal Wise’ next Mon-|‘Wonder Bar’ got the road-show ‘ oe $8,000, wae pounded ews 
Sea aches att oa h more; | Plectra’ in its final week. The Bos-| gay is also reported having a cou- | 8T@vy, and ‘Vanities’ is apt to run on its second week to around $5,500. 
ond week; cant g¢€ oe '|tonians ended their season at the | ie , aie late spring Pen early sum-| into a mediocre final week. Critics Stock version, co-starring Louise 
standees in Some performances. Opera House with ‘Desert Song’ } aot . kin ’ On: the other h inad,| Were luke-warm, most of them Groody and Ernest Glendenning, 

i S | or OOK “Ss. > tuner < 9 apie » . . J . ‘ Pray 

‘Blessed Event,’ Longacre (i4th and were forced to turn away peo- lthe Ss] sient houses have nothing | Writing around the show. aged out of the Adelphi for the 
week) (C-1,019-$3). Cut rate drive; | ple on Saturday. This undertaking | announcea anda nothing likely save| ‘Copperhead,’ initial production Shut wae Ra the end of next w eek 
gross around $7,000; should stick | will be resumed next season. Six | for ‘Grand Hotel’ (film), which | @ffort of the Oakland business man, Bh ‘> 1ad figured on moving 
into June, but summer,stay doubt- | weeks of light opera grosses have | ourkt rene < Geese te ae vaatter | Edward J. Hogarty, won’t make any lue Mask’ to the Great Northern 
ful. |convinced the backers that Boston | on tle An ot ts aaa |money on the first week. Hoped | but “~~ or to put the production 

‘Broadway Boy, _48th St. Did not| will support a well-staged produc- ‘Chocolate Soldier’ didn't do near- | that Ian Keith’s record from oT ben relly m. Ma pirorag — 08 
go on Monday night; after weak tion. ; llv as well in its second week at the |recently played ‘Grand Hotel’ would of the week Ma ree * ced Ghee — 
eeven performances house demanded) Helen Hayes in ‘The Good Fairy’ Garrick as its first, probably due to | Stand him in good stead, but the ex-| templated revival of ‘M: eee 
guarantee; backers trying to dig) was up with the leaders. ae Fergie wie hts ected b.o. support failed to mate- | t¢™Plated revival of ‘Maytime’ is 
bankroll Estimates for L 2 Nl «i memagpecnone epi: Ba el gar rinline und ser n days more con- |°Ut 
- ° ; ‘ : ae © é Le i ( seve aays re ‘On- 

‘Bulls. Bears and Asses,’ Play- P stimates for Last Week tinuance was made. Down to an| ‘lude ti pat lee Ate Other entry of last night (8) was 
house ” Opened Friday; panned; |, re ge os Becomes Electra,’ Co- | estimated $14,500, balcony and gal- | ‘ im ine eg ay C Lew Leslie’s ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ 

Se. . , : : ) ’ : acific Opera Co., i he Curran | ae ss oa : 
closed after Saturday matinee; two | onial, final week, $20,000, capacity. | lery being strongest. si “pela gad urran | Apollo, returning here to pick up 
Desert Song,’ Opera House, $12,- on co-op for a week, did nothing | what coin it may have missed when 

es aaa Fiddl Glot (3ist | 000 final week. Dollar fifty is top. startling. Ordinarily subsidized by | i+ yvamoosed from the Garrick Feb 
_— iddie,’ Globe = (31! ‘Good Fair ri fin: ok the city for $7,000, company this ; * > 
acinar ani y,’ Wilbur, final week, | « p the cit} rr 9/,0N¥, company uS|°7 after a nine weeks’ and a fairl 

week) (M-1,146- $3). Lowered ad- | pr ouent $14,000. Pastures’ Sets Seattle —= [year got the civic fathers’ best |= aiter @ nine weeks’ and a fairly 
mission scale found immediate re- ‘A Church Mouse.’ Hollis. sec i | wishes and nothing moré, but op- profitable run. Next Mone ay (1 3) 
sponse at box office; takings at - Of ns 2 ee, SPOSEN y M k t 23, 000 Sngvie¢ Mia tegen hy ; Helen Hayes in ‘The Good Fairy 
$17 i. Sa Gnaae. Ga areeious week, $5,000 and continues. ear’s arK a | timistically went ahead on a one-| unveils at the Harris for two weeks 

’ . . ihe Ringling Circus, Boston G » | week season , : . : h 
dat : . te . s iarden : — K . | Other visitor in prospect this month 
week at $4.40; still some profit. $160,000 estimated. , Seattle, May 9. 5 Charlotte Greenwood closed in|jg White's ‘enndein Civie Opera 

‘Child of Manhattan,’ Cohan (11th Tis ee. In six nights and two mats at/ ‘Alarm Clock’ at Duffy’s Aleazar | poyse May 22. ; ’ 
week) (C-1,400-$3). Business about Simon Sir Cc t the Metvopolitan (Erlanger) ‘Green | after four swell weeks. Might have 

= com as 


same at around $4,000; 





Pastures’ clicked to top gross in| run longer, 











’ saat av go ic “oe 3% on rhile ing | rl A . y , “de inal 
a | Bernard Simon and Asthuy Str-| Suna G60). | penny tn Sieenee meek Gee ie 
‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Plymouth com, operating twin summer Stocks Next, Earl Carroll's Vanities. | May 16. 
(28th week) (C-1,041-$3). Trend has |in W estchester County and Mill-| Manager E. G. Cooke reports big Edward Everett Horton makes his | 
been downward: last week's tak- | brook, N. Y., starting June 13, have! mail order sale. San Francisco debut tonight (9) in 
ings of $14,000 lowest since open- set the principals of their troupe. ‘Springtime for Henry’ with good 
me: egy gd pg eng som ben gg: Perkins, Edith Barrett, Bea- advance sale already registered. 
ace the usic, New mster- |trice Hereford and Ronald Drew ‘Green Pastures’ slated for the Co- 
ove ae ae ae sae ae te |are included. Drew is from pictures. CAST CHANGES lumbia May 16. 
’ « e VTi . . ? 2 VY 2re ° Tar ° 
Seietabbe at teure, hut more ex- Miss sarrett goes to Cape Cod stock - nee gee Bre a out of bain peed Estimates for Last Week 
/ = later this summer. rior’s Husband,’ Morosco, replaced ‘ 
pected of highly regarded revue. . : lew Dav Steneee Alarm Clock, Alcazar (4th and 
‘Hot Cha,’ Ziegfeld (10th week) | 5. & 5. have bought two new | )¥ ‘lay Alanson. last week) (C-1,600; $1.25). A $6,000 
(M-1,622-$5.50). Off somewhat here |shows for tryouts, ‘New Kind of Alexander Campbell out of ‘Child| gate means Greenwood held up 
too, but easily leads at $40,000 Love,’ by A. Koch, and ‘Sad Words}! of Manhattan, Cohan, replaced by | splendidty here. 
which should be plenty. ito Gay Music,’ by Alvin Kerr. George Dobbins. ‘Copperhead,’ Geary (ist week) 
‘Man Who Changed His Name,’ | (D-1,700; $2.50). Little interest here 
Broadhurst (2nd week) (D-1,118- a — and $7,000 is ns.g 
$3). Notices fair; pace rather light 4. ‘8.8. 
with approximated initial week es- | ° ope . ; Pacific Opera Co., Curran (st 
timated at $5.500. OW nu S a eS or a 0 and only week) (O-1,600; $2). Only 
‘Merry -Go- Round,’ Avon (istia fair business, as less than $5,000 in- 
week) (D-830-$3). Never got started | | dicates. 
last week when moved up from Vil- ‘Vanities,’ Columbia (ist week) 
lage; tangle over house license (M-1,200; $3). First week fair 


charged to politics; matter squared 
and show is due on tonight. 
‘Of Thee ! Sing,’ Music Box (20th 


Names Flop; 





enough at $14,000. 


Forbes’ $12,000 Start 





week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Monday last 
week first performance not clean 
@ell-out; Pulitzer prize announced 
and back to standee biz; Saturday 
Matinee best yet; $30,000. 





Los Angeles, May 


Despite the 





Fs forings . Cc j . . ‘ . 

‘One Thousand Summers,’ Sel¥yn. | cast, ‘Hit the Air,’ musical revue,|#S 4 series of play offerings. Rose | (Cone Sa Sane 
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inclusion of two dozen 
well-known local radio names in the 


and ‘Let Us Divorce’ at the Belasco 
Latter is Ruth Chatterton's first 
| brese ntation in what she announce es | 


eal 


but ill health of the star 


‘Bring Back B’way’ 


in | 


| ‘Church Mouse,’ Adelphi (2d week) 
(C-1,100; $3). Nothing until Wednes- 
|}day night. Recovery from then on 
led to a Saturday mat sellout and 
j near capacity that night, but tally 
on the week only $5,500. Switches 
to the Playhouse May 15. 

‘Barretts,’ Harris (3d week) (D- 
/ 1,084; $3). Piled up an approximate 
| $25,000, giving the show a total of 
close to $75,000 on the run so far. 
Current week final, with St. Louis 
next stand. 

‘Blue Mask,’ 
|} week) (O-1,360; $3). Never out of 
the rough from the start. Doubt- 
| ful whether the Shuberts broke even 
on the run. Folded Saturday to 
around $6,500, most of this garnered 
ithe last four performances of the 
i|week. George Cohan’s ‘Confidential 
Service’ followed Sunday (8) ona 
four-week ticket. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Selwyn (13th 
week) (CD-1,086; $3). Collected 
near $9,000 here before moving over 
to the Erlanger (8) okay. Went 
|eut-rate at the latter spot. ‘The 
Devil Passes,’ with Arthur Pyron, 
| Basil Rathbone and Cecilia Loftus,« 
came into the Selwyn last night (8) 
at $2.50 top. 
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LESLIE IN CHI 
Chicago, May 9. 
Lew Leslie figures to 
Clowns in Clover’ here 
Verree Teasdale 
in the cast. 


open 
12 with 
W oolf 


June 


and Walter 
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Plays on 


Man Who Changed Name 





Melodrama in three acts presented at the 
Broadturst May 2 by Frank Conroy; writ- 
ten by Edgar Wallace: Fay  Bainie 
starred; staged by Clifford Prooke 
Lane er ere e seeesse Maurice Gree 
ween; Bers. CVs 625 csccs ...-Fay Bainier 
See CRW cabec b.0bs cstna ses Frank Conroy 
Hon. Frank O’Ryan : Derek Fairman ! 
Jeremiah Muller. ; teynolds Denniston 
34 Ralph Whitcombe ..-Thomas Louden 
Ilaid . ..Emily Graham 

New thriller got a break from the 


reviewers but its chances 


doubtful Hardly an agency show 


and not much more than bargain 
ticket trade indicated. 
The meller is from the pen of |} 


the late Edgar Wallace, England's 
most prolific playwright. 
him fame there and landed | 
him in Hollywood over here. Tew | 
of his mellers, however, clicker on | 

Sroadway. Nearest to a hit was | 
‘On the Spot.’ Not comparable to | 
leading American money getters. 

Show has a name in Fay Bainter, 
starred. It is probably a slant on | 
the kind of audiences after the pre- | 
miere to note that on the third | 
evening her entrance was not ac- | 
corded a single hand. | 

Action occurs in the country |} 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Selby Clive 
in England, the husband being 
somewhat older than his wife. The 
voman’s schoolmate, Frank O’Ryan, 
is visiting the Clives and his mis- 
sion is the lease on a Canadian 
property owned by Clive. Also he is 
on the verge of an affair with the 
wife. 

Their ardor cools when. iearning 
that Clive had changed his name 
when residing near Edmonton 
some years before. The man wiih 
ihe original name had discovered 
his wife in an affair. He was ac- 
cused of having her killed through 
valling from a window, while her 
lover died of anthrax, the germ of 
which was communicated from a 
razor blade. He was accused of 
that murder also but was not con- 
victed, proving that he had warned 


won 


' 


beth victims to be careful of the 
very things that caused _ their 
deaths. 

Clive, a reticent, crafty fellow, 


tries to be a genial host and gen- 
erous husband. But all his words 
and actions are interpreted by the 
wife and O’Ryan to be part of a 
plan to get rid of them by violent 
accident. 

This was worked up very well by 
the author. The fear in the youth 
mounts to such a pitch that he 
tears up the lease and imparts the 
information that silver has been 
found on the property. Clive, how- 
ever, instructs his lawyer to draw 
up the agreement again. At the 
last curtain it is divulged that 
Clive's original name was exacily 
like that of the Canadian murderer 
and he made the change to avoid 
difficulties through mistaken iden- 
tity. 

The able Miss Bainter gives an 
excellent portrayal. Frank Conroy, 
who is presenting the play, is Clive. 

Show has a short cast and is 
played in one set. Rather doubtful 
of landing at the tail end of the 
season because it is only fairly di- 


are | 


His plays 


Broadway 


| BROADWAY BOY 


Comedy in 
isth Street, 
written by 
Isaac Paul; 


three acts, presented at the 
May 3, by Barton Slater; 
Wailace A. Manhelmer and 
staged by Jacob A. Weiser, 
seovaees William Balfour 
..Jack Irwin 
cevcecces Maurice Cass 
. J. Herbert 
Brooks 
Roberta Beatty 
..William Franklin 
..»-Mildred Baker 
aecvsece Barbara Willison 
nated Roy Roberts 
Chester. .ccccccscccccccmuray Alper 
| Michael Sorley . o+++eee+e ben Roberts 
| Julius Frankel... ..Clarence Derwent 
| Herbert Bamberger..........Hans Hansen 
...Mdgar Dowell 


| A Cabaret Pianist.... 
Midge ‘ ..-Midge Sydney 


Jim .. 
Pat ; ‘ 
|} Donald Evans..... 
Harry Windham... 


} Frank Shelby 


Dure!l.. 
Hillery 
| Edna Harman.. 
| Helen Ford... 
| Bert Flint 
i Jack 


| Begona 
|} James 


finale, and it came at midnight. 
Stunt seemed good enough, but is 
better within the club. The dias 
was too far upstage and the after- 
dinner speakers could not be heard 
so well. But the mayor's voice 
came through okay. Walter C. Kelly 
introduced him. His honor reiter- 


ging on some of the highlights of 
the perfofmance, but part of his 








the average out front, or he was not 
clearly heard, Harry Hershfield 
touched on the mayor's beer parade, 
dated for next Saturday (14), and 


sacramental beer section, 

Second section, with its special- 
ties and skits, provided most of the 
show's kick. Acts were introduced 
by successive m. c.’s, more effective 
than the usual custom of using 
them for interlocutors. First 


Flippen and Jack Benny. 
Best single scoring bit went to 





| ee a 
| Mike ..... na warn eae camel Don Kane 
slessenger Boy ...ccccceccee William Lobell 
WY. ora A> wae kb weedale toe ..--Frank Ray 
Var Ben . wi cccccccscesscssstieen Bae 
PO. ass vs Oa aales besdca George Spelvin 
One of the most monotonous 


plays about producing or the woes 
of a shoe-stringer. If it isn’t amus- 


what it’s all 


ing to those who know 


| about, hard to figure how the aver- | - : 
| humorous dance idea billed as ‘Mo- 


age layman could go for it, Cut 
rates only and then not much. 
‘Broadway Boy’ is like the trade 


items in a trade paper about the| 
troubles which the average new- 
comer with a short bankroll almost 
invariably fallsinto, There is every- 
thing from rupver ciecks to a first 
night attended largely by relatives, 
friends of the actors and author. 
In fact, a line anent the latter pro- 
voked a real laugh—from said rela- 
tives and friends. 

Only thing strange was the juven- 
ile type of producer, a youthful 
lawyer who insisted on being a 
manager despite the protests of his 
wealthy uncle. The youth, repre- 
senting unk, and has in his posses- 
sion a Liberty bond for $5,000. That 
he turns over to a man from Equity 
to guarantee the salaries, otherwise 
rehearsals would have ceased. 

The play in rehearsal is called 
‘The Color Line,’ a clouded story 
localed in Harlem. Begona Durell, 
a high yaller rouses the jealousy 
cf her lover, Frank Shelby. Very 
little of the play is enacted because 
the girl is steeped in temperament 
and takes e<ception to Edna Har- 
man, secretary to James Hillery 
the producer, Edna knows the show 
backwards and jumps into the star’s 
role when the latter comes to the 
premiere drunk. 

A critic whom Hillery dislikes is 
out front, although supposed to 
have been barred. Hillery has him 
ejected and thrashes him on the 
sidewalk. There is a pinch and the 
shoe-stringer lands in the jug. Re- 
leased by his uncle several hours 
later with all hands in his office 
waiting for the reviews. Hillery 
had promised to dispose of his in- 
terests in the show for a fraction 
of what it cost and return to law. 
But the show is hailed as a hit by 
the critics, which is something 
every aspiring manager with a 
short b. r. has always hoped for 
but a result that rarely happens. 

The authors are new names but 
they have left out very little. Stage 
hands ere in the picture demanding 
wages and threatening not to per- 
mit the curtain to rise. They 
grumblingly accept a check, guess- 





verting. Ibeec. 








TO OUR 
POLICY HOLDERS 


Some businesses in America 
made gratifying headway during 
the last two years in spite of the 
business depression. None per- 
haps have stood up more satis- 
factorily or made a stronger ap- 
peal than LIFE INSURANCE. f 
The confidence the people have t 
in it is indicated by the fact that 
we have sold more LIFE IN- 
SURANCE than ever before. No 
product on the market today has 
greater value than LIFE IN- 
SURANCE. 


For Further Particulars See 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 FifthAve. New York 
Murray Hill 2-7838-9 
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VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 


INC, 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 
151 West 46th St., New York 





a | staged 


Bryant 9-3913 | 


ing it’s n. g. Jacob A. Weiser, who 


the show, knows plenty 
|} about managerial troubles, 
William Fraaklin is the young 


producer and it isn’t freakish for a 
lawyer to turn showman. Roberta 
Teatty is the tempermental Begona, 
not a sympathetic part. Mildred 
Baker does Edna. Alan Brooks, 
male lead, has had better parts, and 
that also goes for Clarence Der- 
went. 

‘Broadway Boy’ is an idea which 
might have been made funny but 
really seems quite dull. Tbee. 








FRIARS’ FROLIC 


| 
| The Friars, for its annual Frolic, 
i; returned to the Metropolitan Opera 
House Sunday night (8), and the 
theatre looked close to capacity, 
with standees fringing the orchestra 
jcircle. George M. Cohan did not 
; show, due to his stage appearance 
; in Chicago, but his former partner, 
' Sam H. Harris, was in the entrance 
{directing the performance. Gross 
| was over $16,000, with $10,000 its in- 
| dicated net to club. 
Show was the best dressed ever 
| put on by the Friars, for the rea- 
i} son that it is framed for the road, 
| where it will play a long string of 
one-nighters under the management 


or Irving Tishman and Jimmy 
;O'Neal. Newburgh, N. Y., was the 
‘first stand, Monday night (9). 


| Those appearing are said to be in on 
{a percentage of the receipts, with 
ithe club also participating. 
No secret was made of the club’s 
; need of money. Opening chorus of 
| the minstrel first part ended with 
the lines: ‘We might as well be 
frank; we're here because the treas- 
ury is low and there is little in the 
bank.’ 
Jimmy Walker was present and, 


Danny Dare, who staged the dances. 
Dare appeared as a widow who had | 
been married but three days. The 
bit plus a wiggle was a yell, worked 


ated his sentiments towards the 
profession, 
Joe Cunningham followed, gag- | 


m,. ¢.| 
was Hershfield, followed by Jay C.} 


Tuesday, May 10, 


Plays Abroad 





JOY STREET 


Moscow, April 15. 
A new playwright and a new the- 
atrical director both .made their 





| Theatre of Revolution. 


Both of 


| fied, too. 


showing its appreciation, though 


j 
carping. 

| The author, N. Zarchi, should be 
| known to Americans as the scenar- 
| ist of films ‘Last Days of St. Peters- 
burgh’ and ‘Mother.’ This, however, 
is his first legit play. The director 
is I. Shlepianov. 

The play is set in the East End of 
London in the backyard of a tene- 
ment. A strike is under way, and 
the humanity crowded around that 
backyard reacts to the event. Typi- 
cal English working class types are 





up by Jans and Whalen as in their 


regular yaud act, George Price 
went into high a bit earlier in a} 


| 
| 
dern Ballet Espagnole.’ The en-| 
semble of 16 ‘Friarettes,’ with the] 
boys nicely dressed and excellently | 


trained, provided many a giggle. | 
Price also in a mild skit, ‘Radio| 
Romeo,’ proving a chance for imi- | 
tations. Joe Smith and Charlie Dale | 
were on as Roman warriors in a 
travesty, ‘Great Caesar's Ghost.’| 


Both skits out. 
Two father and son combinations | 
appeared—Eddie Leonard and Ed- | 
die, junior, and Pat Rooney and Pat! 
3d. Both the dads were in the min- | 
strel first part and both added to/| 
the show's weight of names. | 
Rooney’s, on late, easily scored with | 
their hoofing. ; 
Other highlights were Harry Rich- 
man singing, Shaw and Lee's clown- 
ing, Eddie Miller’s ‘Ole Man River,’ 
Hal Leroy, King, King and King 
and the Caites brothers, dancing; 
Joe Frisco’s kidding, Leo Carillo’s 
wop ball game, Walter Kelly’s 
stories, Joe E. Howard's appearance. 
Vaughan Comfort was in the mid- 
die for most of the minstrel section, 
with Howard stepping in for a time. 
Danny Dare and R. H. Burnside 
staged that part of the show, while 
Sam Harris and Max Gordon had 
general supervision. Lou Silvers 
conducted the orchestra and will act 
similarly on tour. 
The Frolic will tour intact with 
but one or two personnel exceptions. 
Enough talent so that the show 
should prove satisfactory all along 
the line. Cutting was necessary 
even here, for the performance, 
which ran well over three hours. 
There are 76 in the troupe. Ibee. 


OUT OF TOWN REVIEW 
LET US DIVORCE 


Los Angeles, May 3. 
Ruth Chatterton-Ralph Forbes production, 
directed by Miss Chatterton. Co-starring 
tcse Hobart and Forbes. Written by Gil- 
bert Wakefleld. ‘Three sets by Rita Glover 
and Carl Cooper. At Belasco, Los Angeles, 
at $2.50. 








DOME cesses ereccccseceeessralph Forbes 
Lord Mere..... cocvcccccocccess eeouert Cory 
WIMOCK 2.ccceccecesccceesss.leslie Palmer 
SN. Bi ndcvccadccecencessas Hugh Huntley 
BiBGS cece eecececcocesesses Norman Ainslie 
BEAMOBOP cocccesecdccesesses Lowden Adams 
Waiter ...sseeeeeececeesees Pierre d' Ennery 
Gecrme ...06. edevece ov ecéecesoens Sonny Ray 
Saunders ...cesees $5600 b 66546 Mary Gordon 
BOI. 0:0 0006 600qatnsnedvecseeed Rose Hobart 

Ralph Forbes, husband of Ruth 


Chatterton, is taking the legit route 
to re-sell himself to the studios. For 
no particular reason he has been 
somewhat out of the Hollywood) 
swim. ‘Let Us Divorce’ was de- 
signed to demonstrate his acting 
ability and picture availability. It’s 
a London play, somewhat English in 
its moments, but good entertain- 
ment, 

Lavishly provided with class set- 
tings and staged by Miss Chatterton 
with a nice appreciation of stage 
tricks, it shows oft Forbes to fine 
advantage, It so happens that the 
script is well-suited for screen 
adaptation, being made to order for 
a Starring or co-starring vehicle. 
Hence Miss Chatterton’s one-third 
interest will help get back the pro- 
duction cost of the stage production, 
which is well ahead of coast stand- 
ards. London producer and Author 
Gilbert Wakefield own the other 
two-thirds, 

Taking top billing with TForbes is 
Rose Hobart, a competent trouper, 
concerning whom the only criticism 
is that she isn’t quite the soft femi- 
nine minx of the play but a rather 
unsexy spiritual type. Her acting 
ability must bridge the gap between 
what she suggests personally and 
what she acts professionally. 

Plot concerns the pert English girl 
who bamboozles a lawyer out of his 
bedroom in a crowded hotel full of 
fog-bound guests. Mistaken ident- 


depicted so effectively that even 
English spectators find them con- 
vincing. There are, of course, a 
good many absurdities, as always 
when Russians try to impersonate 
foreigners, but on the whole the 
thing rings true, a fact that is the 
more remarkable because the author 
has been in England, all told, ex- 
actly three weeks. 

Unlike more experienced drama- 
tists here, M. Zarchi contented 
himself with drawing pictures of 
human beings. They are living peo- 
ple, not heroes and_villains making 
speeches to the censors. The cus- 
tomary symbols of capitalist dezgen- 
eration—top hats, fox-trots, etc.— 
for once are absent. 

The strike wakes that courtyard 
into consciousness. All the brands 
of radical working class thought are 
represented among the tenants and 
are tested by the bloody events of} 
the strike. In the end, of course, 
the Communist viewpoint prevails; 
the sluggard workers awake to an 
awareness of their class function. 
The awakening is made credible by 
good writing and good acting. 

The ‘exploiting’ class is represent- 
ed, too, by a number of weli-drawn 
characters. There are the typical 
lower midde-class types, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hawker, who own a dyers’ 
shop, mistreat their employees on 
weekdays and pray hard on the 
Sabbath. The role of Mrs. Hawker 
is beautifully portrayed by one of 
the best Russian actresses, Mme. 
Glizer. Both she and her husband 
are Dickensesque characters played 
appropriately in an exaggerated sa- 
tirical vein. There is also the owner 
of a pawn shop, a Mr. Maxon, who- 
is not very popular on Joy street, 
and thrives most villainously on the 
. strike. 

Dolly, a factory hand, and her 
sweethear,t a fascist, provide love 
interest and heartache complicated 
by politics. The Italian anarchist 
Spaventa and his little boy Luigi, 
the Communist Norris, workingmen 
and women and children—all act 
and interact to make a play that is 
almost plotless but dramatic, not- 
withstanding. 

One minor character is so well 
filled out by the talent of M. Strauch 
that it becomes a lead. It is the 
old Jewish tailor Rubinchik, who 
has worked and saved all his life to 
provide for his old age. His sacri- 
fices don’t save his old age from 
suffering and want. He is invited 
by his son in Russia to come to the 
proletarian fatherland; the passport 
is in his pocket, but he is killed by 
police during a strike demonstra- 
tion. Lyons. 


GOLD DUST 


Budapest, April 30. 

A play in three acts, seven scenes, by 
Erno Anday, first presented by the Bel- 
varosi Theatre in Budapest. In the cast: 
Margit Dayka, Ella Gombaszogi, Mrs. 
Vago, Louise Szekely, Terus Kovacs, Imre 
Raday, Albert Gyergyal, Gyula Gozon, 
Lajos Varady, etc. 








A play that makes you feel ridicu- 
ously sentimental and romantic 
while you are looking on, and 
ashamed of having enjoyed it when 
it's over. But it will probably make 
audiences feel that way everywhere. 

The plot has to do with a little 
actress and a struggling journalist 
in a little country town. They love 
each other, sup on marshmallows 
and look out upon dreary Main 
Street and dream of Paris. In the 
second act, they are in the big city. 

The boy fails to get his great play 
accepted, but the girl becomes a 
great dramatic star. Though they 
still love each other, the boy can’t 
accept the situation of being just 
the great actress’ husband, and the 
girl can’t help despising him a little. 
They divorce, the boy goes back to 
scissors-and-paste on the local rag, 
and marries a little goose who 
adores him, while the girl realizes 
that the career of a great actress 
demands sacrifices and with a 
bleeding heart goes to Biarritz with 





ity involves the lawyer, who spe- 
cializea in divorce, in a maze of 
imaginary troubles that right them- 
selves for the happy clinch. It’s a 





(as a few seasons back, he appeared 
; on the stage in a scene picturing 
the Saturday night affairs so popu- 








. Jar 


with the club. This was the 


cream puff known in London as 
‘Counsel's Opinion.’ 


the famous dramatist. 

Margit Dayka and Imre Raday 
gave a capital performance, The 
minor parts were also excellently 
cast. This largely accounts for the 
success of the play, but a large 





Cceast of character actors in sup- 
port uniformly excellent. Land. 


share of it is due to the fact that 
‘the public, with plenty. worries at 


| some of the more pious critics are | 


[on en seeks romance and se 





| Budapest's 
| bows to the Russian public with/ divorced husband, Sandor Le 
material appeared over the heads of| the opening of ‘Joy Street,’ at the|is said to have anonymous] 
| authored the play. 

|} them had ample cause to be satis- | 
The play and its produc- | 
| tion are topnotch, and the public is | 
said he would be in line heading the} 


ntime 
on the stage. Another component 


of the success is purely loca]: 
is the life story of Francisca Gan 


aa 
star ingenue, wheat 
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LA PROCHAINE? 
(THE NEXT?’ 


f Paris, April 30. 
Comedy in four acts and two tableaux b 
Andre Paul Antoine. Producer by Re 4 
Rocher at the Antoine, Paris, April 8 = 
. hl eae Suzet “Mal 
The Rugby Player......... Jacques Varenaae 
MO  PROOIGORS isc ccsee $e bekhesdhaue Lluis 


BO WOM inset ceccecs obs tec a 

Pe Nb hn00006 000% ees<aa Geo. kes 

ol ee Maurice Escande 

Me GE SN ZEST vOh0066é usc ecescer Palau 

The Academician.............. Robert Dock 
Likely to prove the biggest hit in 

the international field emanating 


from the French stage in a long 
time, and distinctly different from 
anything created there so far. An- 
dre-Paul Antoine, the author, is the 
son of Antoine, the veteran French 
all-round showman, and has him- 
self already written ‘Enemy,’ which 
Woods produced in New York with 
Alice Brady. ‘La Prochaine,’ really 
meaning “The Next One,’ may be 
taken to apply either to war or to 
revolution. Play stams Pirandellish 
in the spirit of ‘Six Characters’ and 
continues with a Shavian touch of 
‘Applecart.’ Production, apart from 
two real persons impersonating a 
theatre manager and a playwright, 
has a cast of purely allegorical 
characters. 

Play opens before the curtain, a 
theatre manager and an author dis- 
cussing which play they will pro- 
duce, On one side of the stageis a 


kind of cupboard with electrical 
contraptions, which the author 
says is a Robot-making machine 


from which he will turn out char- 
acters and let them act as they see 
fit. Audience, which includes sev- 
eral plants, is consulted as to which 
characters should be turned out, and 
successively the cupboard lets out 
several politicians, two generals, an 
officer, a priest, a girl, a gigolo, an 
athlete, a young peasant, a young 
workman, a judge, a banker, a gen- 
darme and a soldier—in all 15 char- 
acters, representing a cross-section 
of the various classes of society. 

Play shows the older men banding 
together to bamboozle the younger 
generation into permitting them to 
run public affairs to their own ad- 
vantage. Also some discontented 
politicians get themselves jobs by 
forming an independent country. In 
order to remain in power, the politi- 
cians are resorting to such ma- 
noeuvres as money inflation, and also 
exploit a border incident to declare 
a moratorium. A new character au- 
tomatically produced by the ma- 
chine is an anarchist whom they 
jail in their attempt to prevent him 
from exposing them but who never- 
theless convinces the young men 
that they are being betrayed. 

Eventually ‘war is declared, but 
the pacifists, convinced by the an- 
archist, offer no resistance to inva- 
sion, which only results in forming 
one big country out of several, thus 
threatening everywhere the jobs of 
the old politicians. Latter take 
fright and prefer to re-establish the 
several countries, each reigning over 
his own, so that by fostering the 
jingoism of youth they make their 
own jobs safe, 

The femme part, nicely done by 
Suzet Mais, is comparatively unim- 
portant, most of the business going 
to the president, very well done by 
Lluis, and to the banker, made ex- 
ceedingly funny by Raoul Marco. 
Maurice Escande, just out of ‘Hec- 
tor,’ does the anarchist in a highly 
fanciful way. All others are good, 
and act more as background. 

Staging by Rene Rocher. Play 
starts with a bare stage, with cure 
tains all round it and a few mean- 
ingless wooden props showing world 
before organization. There are two 
other sets, alternately used. One is 
the office of the president in his 
palace, This doesn’t take the full 
width of the stage, which is nar- 
rowed on each side for that set. It 
is succeeded by a set showing on 
the left the outside of the presi- 
dent’s palace, and on the right & 
few buildings of the other country, 
and at the back a perspective view 
of big buildings, such as a church, 
a bank and a factory, with @ little 
piece of the border fence front stage. 
This set, by Andred Boll, is excel- ¢ 
lent. It takes full width of the 
stage and is changed to the othef 
one by sliding sideways, sirmulta- 
neously widening the stage expans® 
by withdrawing the fencing off the 
sides. 

Highbrows don't like the play 
many calling it childish, but its 
effect on the masses is tremendous 
show being subject of frequent ova 
tions. Show, if it passes the censor 
can hardly fail te be a hit in = 
country where the masses do * 
find political conditions ideal. It 
comparatively easy to produce, 42 
cast, though numerous, doesnt ; 
for starring names. Contrary * 
legit possibilities, screen chances 
are of the slimmest, due to lack © 
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. Dual Debut ra r ee: —— 
Bes Sell Dennison Clift’'s ‘Man About Hollyw od R ding 
: t 3 ers 4 Town’ makes Its $2 debut slightly 0 $ ea 
Best sellers for week ending April 30 as reported by the American ahead of the motion picture ver- 
News Company. Le sion, with a sash on the jacket call- (Consensus of demand in April, 1932, with Pat-Hunt. Esme W 
Fiction i arde, 
ing attention to the coming talker Stayr Book Store, and Stanley Rose) 
‘A Modern Hero’ ($2.50) salucvbans Leds covaunekome Louis Bromfield version, Fiction 
‘Magnolia Street’ ($2.50) ccccccsecsseccecseeess++- By Louis Golding It’s a highly sexed story of Wash- ‘Good Earth,’ Pearl Buck. 
‘Bright Skin’ ($2.50) ...... $606 00:066eo ears ews 06es eet ue. ae ington life involving a love affair ‘Thirteen Women,’ Tiffany Thayer. 
‘Old Wine and New’ ($2.50) ..eesesseeeseeeess-By Warwick Deeping || which breaks a lifelong friendship|]| ‘Three Loves,’ A. J. Cronin. 
Cigod Warthe’ ($2.50) occcccccosccceccecessecsecesiay.2 ents. ay Bucs 'and winds up in a murder by the ‘Old Wines and New,’ Warwick Deeping. 
‘Heat Lighthing’ ($2.50) ...ccccscececvcceces ccseeeosss Dy Helen’ Hull | heroine who, of course, is extricated General 
ieti | fre her dile a i é I t 
Non-Fiction jsyos Aer Gomes oe Sars he || «way of a Lancer,’ Boleslavsky. 
- ae A ia Sle e -hero and partly through the efforts er. ‘ ; 
‘Only Yesterday’ ($3.00) ...... orcerccccess By Frederick Lewis Allen ot : ris Great Mouthpiece,’ Gene Fowler. 
teeg i ie sm yak : ‘ ; of the other man, both of whom are : ; 
‘Once a Grand Duke’ ($3.50) eecececeeeees- By Grand Duke Alexander 3 com ot Pad wei : Adventures of a Novelist,’ Gertrude Atherton. 
: : -< k , in the secret service, the story mov- : > a . 
Recovery’. CHE0O) sccacacoes Sens ennseeeuce sires By s ir Arthur Salter ing through diplomatic high life Only Yesterday,’ Frederick Allen. 
‘Way of a Lancer’ ($3.00) .c.ccccccccccccces By Richard Boleslavski Stripped of its sear . : it ‘Once a Grand Duke,’ Grand Duke Alexander. 
(In collaboration with Helen Woodward) still makes 6a “ih ° Asha ners 
‘Epic of America’ ($3.75) ....cccccccccccces By John Truslow Adams i ~ — eve _ ture yarn and ; J : 
‘Story Of My Life’ ($8.50) ..cccccccvcccccnces: By Clarence Darrow is framed to hold interest, though | Stories,’ ‘Frontier Stories’ and ‘Love ; Book League’s selection for June 
the author has the somewhat ama- | Romances.’ is ‘The Journal of Arnold Bennett’ 
5 wine teurish trick of harping on cigarette Company. plans to resume pub- Thomas L. Stix brings Ray Lone 
Takes Off Beard _|wrote ‘Pity of God,’ is Mrs. G. H.| brands, lipstick manufacturers and | lication of these magazines when | before the mike next Monday night x 
‘The Gentleman at the Keyhole’ | Flebbe. car makes just-to prove that he is| business improves. Fiction House Louis. Bromfield’s ‘A Modern bro: 
by-line has been dropped and the But who is Charles Barry, author | familiar with what is proper in high | is continuing ‘Aces,’ ‘Action Nov- | Hero’ a best seller despite much Rer 
name of Clinton bw nage tote —— of ‘Murder on Monday?’ society. It grows irritating after a] els,’ ‘Action Stories,’ ‘Lariat’ and | panning. nex 
over political articles from Wash- time, ‘Black Aces.’ Georgette Carneal anxious to min 
‘ sa + ee “ , ; . s Sell 
ington in Collier 8. Gentleman at Chodorov In Again Makes a readable book and should a couple of plays before she does side 
the Keyhole’ was the target for @} faward Chodorov, former Colum- | look as well in film, but scarcely a ‘Chi American’ Shifts ee — 
denunciation by Governor Franklin | pig pics. p. a., is dramatizing Hugh | best seller. Published by Macaulay. ¥ ‘ Sei Alfred Cohen, who recently re- has 
D. Roosevelt several months ago for| walpole’s story, ‘The Silver Mask.’ Vv ith Harry Reade resigning from | linquished ‘Screenland’ anda ‘Silver net 
printing a remark derogatory _to Chodoroy co-wrote ‘Wender Boy’ Wet Mag Out the Chicago American as city ed, | Screen,’ back to the practice of law. and 
former Governor Al Smith, va with Arthur Barton. First mag devoted solely to re- nis job is being filled by Harry Achmed Abdullah completing a the 
eo was sup- peal of prohibition has made its pcr aro Sony Carl Kahn, formerly | oe sed rng oe and no casino A 
1,0 Sec ? . ’ . € are ‘ a AD P eT S assis 3. ames i 1e tale is ut f tan 
At the time, Governor Roosevelt Polonsky’s Speculation appearance. Publication is called] Jone and protracted cuts in the| way. out of the an 
f 5 ; f American rights to ‘Murder in the |‘Hot Potato, the title being sym- ahr he , ’ oun 
said that he knew the identity o Fog,’ German mystery book by Sieg-| bolic of the prohibition uestion are: COR. Tae Citas the What's become of Michael Arlen? mec 
the ‘anonymous’ writer and that the}, ©" 7 ty sien tow:| wiahe ‘ ’ hg ‘American’ crew to a skeleton. Only Rita Weiman telling scribbling : 
o i fried Trebitch, have been taken by|which is being shunted back and ! : ng con 
latter had been unfriendly to him é Me tee Suebaes ‘ : four reporters remain on the sheet | tyros some of the secrets of fiction- the 
' ‘ Gov Joe Polonsky, Hollywood publicity | forth like a-hot potato. ; : 4 n 
for some time. After the Governor “ . ’ to cover the entire city, while as | eering. cen’ 
fired his blast, ‘Collier’s’ issued a|™4?- Editor and publisher of ‘Hot Pa-| any execs sit behind desks. Be-|0f. autographed copies - — 
Ay te 1 t Polonsky is negotiating for Amer-|tato’ is Noyes Collinson. Denied|_.) 7 a); : —s pC Perce pies of his wit 
statement defending the character Pye : ; is sides William Curley there is Royal| b@ughing in the Jungle’ before can 
‘ revhole’ d ican publication with an eye to sell- | by Collinson that he has any finan- bat saili 
of ‘Gentleman at the Keyhole, deny- ing the book for pictures. cial subsidy from any’ ‘anti-probi- Danieis, recently brought from Bos-'| S4iling last week. spe: 
ing that he had been promprey Py bition organization, althou . a-| to? James T. Bickett, who was Maysie Greig and her husband, bros 
malice, and asserting that he had Whi R Pp ; mitted that ma uct . 7 Pr managing editor but now assistant, Delano Ames, will have new novels dire 
done a public service in bringing to ; ite uss Paper ne < od sen organizations | ,nd@ Ernest Keller. published day and date. It’s the ical 
public attention the ‘crack’ over} Unique newspaper is being pub- | are aiding with editorial matter and : first for Ames. The 
which cloakroom gossips had been|lished in Los Angeles with its cir- Statistics, . Micheline Keating, whose new 
licking their lips for some time. culation among the ‘White’ Russians Printing order for the first issue 2nd Suspension novel, ‘City Wise,’ is just out, is a me 
living there. Paper is called ‘Rus-|of ‘Hot Potato’ was 125,000, which Life of the new weekly rag, ‘Chi- | former ‘Mirror’ sobbie and before a 
t Brown Goes Modern sian Courier and has a staff of four | will Ale: increased for the second! cago Saturday Night,’ is becoming | that appeared on the stage. raat 
5 Robert Carlton Brown is back in or five. num er now in preparation, Col- increasingly spasmodic. Went into Louis Adamic distributed a heap E 
7 New York after 10 years of wan- Backer is one Bennett, who is|linson operates as the Clarathorn| its second suspension last week, the| John G. Neihardt, literary critic th 
an daring arou-~ the world and claims head of a finance company and | Publishing Corp. second time it failed to show within | 2nd poet of Missouri, was awarded rried 
a: > be. completely ‘reformed’ No prominent in Jewish charities. the five weeks of its existence. eo state writers’ Guild prize for wets 
| more writing of books, poems, or Newspaper Club Officers Paper, run exclusively by former | 1932. Book was ‘Black Elk Speaks.’ stat 
q wagasine stories. Macfadden Warned Election of new officers for the| employees of Chicago dailies, has}, Dutton republishing Louis Gold- Bie. 
Any future writing he'll do, will Macfadden Publications, Inc., has| Newspaper Club the other night} been rearranged as to make-up and | ins’s old book of poems, ‘Prophet dan 
q be moderh. And that ‘he thisike, been ordered by the Federal Trade | finds Kent B. Stiles president of the| style. and Fool,’ on the strength of his trip 
i means writing for pictures. Commission to cease misrepresenta- | organization, succeeding Leslie H. Magnolia Street.’ Quite likely pre’ 
f tion on subscription prices of ‘Phys-| Allen. Elected on the ticket with Chi Circulation Colors Farrar & Rinehart will no like. 
q + Col ist’s T ical Culture,’ ‘True Story,’ ‘True.Ro-| Allen were Marlen E. Pew, first} yy; ; , Nid ————__—_—___ 
... ie Semen rene mances,’ ‘Dream World’ and other | vice-president; Thomas S. Rice,| ,~ 1) Dress 18 waging a competitive B 
iF Vick Knox, columnist on the Chi- mags. sended -ateeamenbient: Arthur circulation battle through its sport- Hollywood plet 
t cago ‘Post, is — out = aro Publisher had been sending out! Tucker, treasurer; Frank R. Stitch, ne . aay: a ba arta pon ran 
if called Vick’s Parade,’ a < ection | credit slips purporting to give the!recording secretary, and Shelley cores - it wi ‘e al merican pers con 
ij of his contributions ha © esor- recipient a reduction of $1 on a tw0| pierce, corresponding secretary. pethne coming out with a green (Continued from page 6) mat 
' Will be out May 21 with the ‘Post’ | years’ sub. Commission finds that| ‘The following were elected direc- t ae am . her convalescence with a trip to cost 
i doing the publishing. It will be on | the credit slip misstates the regular] tors: Lowell Limpus, Prentiss Win- ater, e race track openings; Honolulu before reporting again at ann 
t the same order as Richard: Henry | syp price. chell, Charles D. Batwell, Charles| °2¥° the ‘Daily News’ it’s chance | Universal. cor 
j Little’s ‘Linebook.’ Louis Cowan is Also forbidden to offer novels as| yy Small, Jacob Magidoff, Edward to parade a flock of nags through ‘ : ’ 20, 
: handling the exploitation. premiums on representation that|~ Jackson, Al Ettlinger, Selmer the loop with jockeys riding ’em and Winchell Hibernating A 
: h ’ 4 toting signs of the paper’s racin Walter Winchell has forsaken . 
only a few persons are receiving the | Fougner, Leslie H. Allen, E. C. Sher- editions 5 | santa Barbara for the Ambassador will 
t Beatty’s Aliases offer, when the offer was generally |},ourne, Frank Parker Stickbridge, ms hotel here. He looks chirper and tion 
} Jerry Beatty, former film public- | applied. and Eugene S. Earley. Leslie L. is talks that way. par 
ist, is now writing under three Frey added as associate director. Mirror Cuts 15% - ; stat 
names. ‘Saturday Post’ and ‘Amer- Graveyard Belly Laughs A 15% cut went into effect on Lopez Talking Biz not 
ican’ are using considerable of his| Chic Sale and Roy James will Subway Circuit Syndicate the New York ‘Mirror’ Saturday FP sage ~ Lopez regarded es — mer 
material which is mostly non-|shortly publish Homer Croy’s col-| 4 new newspaper feature syndi-|"eht (7) for everybody. Sash peovien qrecka an. taleacmene? oe 
fictional. ‘J. B. Griswold’ and ‘Law- | lection of epitaphs to peddle at $1.| ate has been organized by George| A: J- Kobler, the publisher, is now ent ig prec 
rence McKenna’ are the cognomens| Assortment includes unique last) w. yfartin, called Continental Fea-|C°omferring with W. R. Hearst on the they 
Beatty uses in these two, in addi- | words Croy has encountered during |tyre syndicate. Martin has lined | C°4St, making the trip primarily for Shutters pres 
tion to the real monicker. world trips and a collection of self-| 145 about 30 newspapers within| the purpose of circumventing the Carthay Circle wrapped in cam- isa 
epitaphs written by celebrities. commuting distance of New York slash. phor a on a Mg jo sche 
More Haunting and may close with an additional 30 mee nl = ne Hing n't find prop care 
Thorne Smith capitalizes the Coast A. P. Cut soon. Warmed Over Stuff ‘ lead 
earlier success of his Cosmo Top- Coast A. P. men took a 10% wage Continental’s principal feature is One group of chain store mags Al Hanson Expanding our 
per idea in ‘Topper Takes a Trip,’ |}cut May 1, coming a month and aja Broadway and play column con- regularly carrying stuff by the _ Besides his duties as chief nego- pect 
published by Doubleday Doran. Itj{half after the eastern employes of|/ducted by Noel Meadow, former|highest-priced scribbling names, | ator for Fox-West Coast, Purchas- of 
is a riotous and ribald story of a | the wire service received their chop.| press agent, novelist and play-| pays quite ordinary rates for its ing Agent Al Hanson will become & carr 
meek business man who is haunted |At that time Bryan Bell, western| wright. Subject is called ‘So This] material. Reason is that it’s not theatre supervisor in southern Cali- hom 
. spiri ,| head, was successful in forestalling ; , : Hi ‘ fornia. He will salute Charles Or 
by a quartet of spirits who carry , ' ea Is Broadway.’ Others writing for|/the material’s first printing, the Skouras as boss 
him through the most amazing ad- the slice, pointing out that the Continental are Paula Andreo, on mags employing third and, in some " _ enus 
ventures to the great astonishment ete men gress Panettiere tg than | peauty; Myron Frederic, on books, instances, fourth serial rights. Kober Down the River : oad 
of Riviera visitors. There is a| their eastern Somremporar ss. and Bruce Thomas, on sports. A| Question involved is that of} Ralph Murphy is back with pay 
sprightly love affair with Marion| This leaves a eta —— the | fashions feature will also be added.| ethics. Mags like ‘The Golden Book’ | Charles Rogers, now an indie pic- prog 
Kerby, who is a most charming | ly service remaining uncut. makes plain the fact that it uses em Mae et noe ot alg mage pe rr 
companion when she materializes Burt Rudy’s Brother A Scribe reprints, but in the case of this|;, iin de vight ~ aenioon Square - 
and has the advantage of her ability ; Fan Mag Bur esque Rudy Valle’s brother Bill has|chain store group its fiction is! Garden’ , sae 
to dematerialize when the better Hollywood Scream,’ another of joined the staff of the New York | ostensibly new. ee 
half shows up. the Ballyhoo family, but strictly |ivip-or’ He had been around| Old and forgotten tales by name Spliced Travelog _ 
Sp: rkling writing and no little in- | Knocking Hollywood and picture in- Broadway for a time but any flair |scribblers, in most {nstances first} Universal has chained Lester 
vention, but ‘306 odd pages get dustry advertising, is due > ge for writing was not known. His| published when the authors were Cohen to a typewriter and inetruct~ 
somewhat tiresome in spite of the ae around the middle of) 64+ aay cut he drew a by-line. | unknown, bought up in quantity by einen Oe ee ia voles \ 
author's effort to give variety to the Paani ee aterial slap the| The debut story was commentary |this chain store group at moderate ‘Black Skins. Meanwhile, U has 
adventures. Still it packs a rea- Pav Mes "ss . ee shhemnteieh on Adele Astaire’s forthcoming | prices. Often costs less than re-!naited the exhibition of the original 
sonable amount of laughs—and it’s | © v4 he ‘| marriage with an English title. cent stuff by lesser-known scrib-/| made by a French company. 
‘ : Same size as the previous bur- ‘ 
different. - e m blers, the names proving valuable ls 
lesquers and will sell for 15 cents > : os P 
gt bot Eberhardt’s Debut for selling purposes. “ aoe Seiznick cae sae ator 
i ; Y y ave Selznick will hie eastwaré ‘ 
a Condensed Crimes Zditors and publishers are A. Ro- Walter Eberhardt, in Western — about twe weeks. He will go inte a 
Crime Club’s May book of the |lando Filhroe and Henry C. Stowell. | Electric’s publicity department, has Dick Watts’ Vacation huddles and see plays. poise 
polly Ba cg fe Se “ | sold his first novel to William Mor-| ick Watts, film eritic of the New nena e ar out moe 
Sd Ae Critic Under Knife row ; York ‘Herald-Tribune,’ sailed last] pocinald Derne whe Lasn’t been St 
for Mr. Fortune,’ the fifth of his Mr. Harold Eckert, dramatic critic for It’s a mystery story featuring a Friday (6) to meet John Byram egina enny, who has SB en ce 
Fortune stories. A change from the |the ‘Ohio State Journal’ of Colum-| hard boiled detective with the title, 2 ne ge erly in legit since he played in 8 at ual 
novel-length general issues and || ridely known ¢ , ‘A Dagger in the Dark.’ Grama od of the ‘Times, in Berlin.| peare, will star for Henry Duffy ¢ a0te 
esi ~, oe ; he iss "i E . bus, and widely know n authority on| ¢ ass ark. Watts’ vacation will consume|the El Capitan. ‘Blessed Event’ is aske 
salley his his following, thoug pictures, underwent several serious . about six weeks. Byram is on his| the opportunity and May 22 the date. i stat 
most of his stories are prolix and | operations here last week. Humor Mag’s Air Dept. honeymoon. __- 
none too tensely dramatized. More- — ‘College Humor’ introduces a i a Married Love N. G. sell 
over he has a slightly irritating Alice E. Van Sickle, 86, oldest | radio department with the June is- Chatter Tox execs are chilly to ee me WI) 
trick of working to a quick finish | newspaper woman in Ohio, died at} sue. Dorothy Ann Blank, assistant Stewart Edward White going to tdi a ll a ae ae 
that does not always completely | her home in Mount Gilead, O., of |to Editor H. N. Swanson, will pilot } Alaska , page —— isn’t b. o., think Ww 
: : . . P - F 7 * O23 ‘ IDS. 
satisfy his readers. pneumonia April 30. She was active | the new section for the time being Alexei Tolstoy is a nephew of aatiniess tion 
in newspaper work for more than 70] Makes the second fiction monthly |} THE Tolstoy. No Profit in That the 
: Real Names of Authors | years, having been a printer, writer |to go radic on an extensive scale, Mark 21 novels for Nina Wilcox Max Alexander bought in a $68,000 info 
Edw rd Percy, author of ‘East- j}and publisher. other being the Red Book with the | Putnam with ‘Paris Love.’ Multicolor feature, ‘Yesterday er of b 
ward Drift,’ is Edward Percy Smith. | March issue. Mare Connelly took advantage of | Santa Fe,’ for $14,000. It was O1 
John Riddell, who penned ‘In the| Charles Gaumer, 55, former pub- the reduced steamship rates, liquidation sale. cast 
W orst Possible Taste,’ is Corey |lisher of the Champagne County Cut Down Puip List Mary Roberts Rinehart to Ger- Gertie Michael Here WM 
Ford. Simon Dare, responsible for | Democrat at Urbana, IIL, died at Fiction House, Inc., has sus- |} many and maybe a new novel. Gertrude Michael is here on & leng 
~ ‘Those Others,’ is Mrs. Marjorie; Palatka, Fla., where he had been! pended temporarily ‘Wings,’ ‘Air Most famous of all scribblers’| yfetro ticket. Legit ingenue 14s‘ in bine 
Huxcble. Beulah Marie Dix, who'residing. Burial at Urbana. Stories,” ‘Northwest Stories,’ ‘Fight | typewriters is that of Bruce Barton. | ‘Round-up.’ 4 stati 
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Chains Expect Campaign Coin 


To Repay $500,000 Conv. Loss: 


Chicago, May 9 


NBC and Columbia figure that she || 


broadcasting of the Democratic and 
Republican conventions out of here 
next month will stand them each a 
minimum of $250,000 on the debit 
side of the ledger. Although the 
national committee of neither party 
has made any committments, the 
networks expect to get this coin, 
and perhaps much more, back from 
the sale of campaign time. 

Aside from recognizing the impor- 


+ 


] 
| 
| 





tance of the nominating events as | 


stimulants of public interest in the 
medium, radio anticipates that the 
coming presidential tilt, and even 


the state campaigns, will be con- 
ecentrated around the microphone. 
With the e¢rsonal contacts of the 


candidates lorg outmoded the loud- 
speaker in the lome, ccntend the 
broadcasting powers, offers the most 
direct, compre iensive a ¢ econom- 
ical means of reaching the voter. 
That economics” factor, they fore- 
see, will likely be the one to cppeal 
to the custodians of the party war- 
chests when they get around to al- 
locating expenditures this year. 

Extent of the growth of radio in 
the business of electioneering was 
ingicated in the recent Illinois 
primaries. In Chicago alone 
stations collected from among the 
eandidates in e2 period of three 
weeks around $45,060, or mvure than 
triple the amount spent here in the 
previous state campaign for radio. 

Figuring the Cost 

Both networks have already com- 
pleted all te.:rnical and staff ar- 
rangements for the pickup of the 
conventions, with each chain esti- 
mating that the equipmen* and line 
costs and the payroll of engineers, 
announcers and special political 
correspondents will come to around 
$20,900 a week, 

Although the mikes of each chain 
will be in operation in the conven- 
tion hall practically throughout each 
party’s furor:, with the affiliated 
stations free to cut in at will when 
not obligated te a network com- 
mercial, NBC and Columbia have 
set aside two events that will take 
precedence over everything. And 
they are the presidential and vice- 
presidential accep.a ice spec thes. It 
is also quite likely that commercial 
schedules will be junked to take 
care of speeches nominating the 
leading candidates, while affiliated 
outlets by the wholesale are ex- 
pected to insist upon being relieved 
of chain advertisers in order to 
carry the convention oratory of the 
hometown favorites. 

Outside of losing out on time rev- 
enue on such occasions, the net- 

‘orks will be under obligation to 
pay the talent costs of th cancelled 
programs. Four acceptance speech- 
es, expected to run an hour each, 
will alone, if broadcast during the 
choice evening p. riods, entail a sac- 
‘ifice of around $50,000 in adver- 
isers’ coin to either network. 


WEBC’s Improvements 





Duluth, May 9%. 
lakes Broadcasting Co., 
ators of WEBC, Duluth and 
perior, will spend $50,000 for im- 
provement of the station this 
spring, according to manager W. C. 

ridges. 

Studios will remain in ‘Telegram’ 
building in Superior and Spalding 
10tel in Duluth. Permit will 
asked to increase the power of the 
Station. 


oper- 
Su- 


1 
pe 


WMCA Full Time May 30 


WMCA will go full time as sta- 
tion WMCA-WPCH on May 30, so 
the Federal Radio Commission has 
informed Donald Flamm, 
of both stations. 


operator 


On that date WNYC, now broad- 
casting on 570 kilocycles, same as 
WMCA, takes over WPCH's wave- 


length of 810 kilos and WPCH com- 
bines with WMCA as one full time 
station. 


the | 





are 
i; was 


being 





SAVINO VS. CBS 


Orchestrator Scores Technical Point 
In U. S. Supreme Court 
Motion of CBS, being sued by 
Dominico Savino, orchestra director, 
for $29,650 for breach of contract 
with CBS last year, that Savino ke 





compelled to separate his actions 
and file two separate suits, was 
denied by the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Savino, through his attorneys, | 
Adeles & Green, alleges that CBS | 
placed him under contract in the 
summer of 1931 and that on Sept. 


12, 1931, before the oid contract ex- 
pired, CBS entered into a new 13- 
week contract which was designed 
to get rid of him. 





Ad Agencies Making 
Use of Radio Ideas 


To Swipe Accounts 





May 9. 
Radio is proving the great in for 


Chicago, 


advertising agencies trying to theft 
accounts from competing agencies. 
In the B. R. days (before radio) the 
ad field was pretty well stabilized, 
each agency managing to hold its 
own customers and going along with 
little shifting of accounts, since the 
ad business was mostly a thing of 
rule and order, and one agency 
could give practically the same ser- 
vice as the next one. 

Today with everybody upset and 
excited about the ether angle, 
agencies are discovering that ac- 
counts may be swiped niftily mere- 
ly by presenting the advertiser with 


a smart radio idea. It happens often | 


that the advertiser, even though he 
has never done business with this 
particular agency, if he likes the 
idea will tell the agency to go ahead 
with it which usually means switch- 
over of the entire account to the 
idea-agency. 

Occasionally as is a coming prac- 
tice, the advertiser makes use of 
both agencies, his old agency to 
handle the print and space, and the 
new one strictly to handle the ether. 
This has resulted in the splitting of 
many ad accounts between two 
agencies, one for each medium. 

A survey completed last week by 
one radio outlet revealed that only 
10% of all advertising agencies in 
Chicago were doing any sort of 
radio work at all. That 10% means 
only 25 agencies, out of 225 in this 
city. 





Bootleg Air Ballyhoos 


* 
Jam Belgian Broadcasts 
Brussels, May 1. 

Five private broadcast stations in 
and around Verviers, the Belgian 
woolen-trade center, have been 
closed by the police whose action 
has been confirmed by the Minister 
of Posts. 

The stations were causing inter- 
ference with authorized transmis- 
and were said to be existing 
on profits from publicity broadcasts. 


sions 





One-Sided Air Debate 

Paris, April 39. 
Considerable d‘ssatisfaction with 
radio is voiced by the press on ac- 
count of the slovenly way programs 
put on the One instance 
a gramophone record being 
played, and the grind of the needle 

permitted to be 
time after the 


air. 


for music had 
stopped, 
Radio is 
propaganda, 
ng of speeches except by mem- 


some 


for 


little used 
considering that 


political 
broad- 


tasti 


bers of the government is prohib 
ited, unless by special permission 
such as was given by Premier Tar- 
dieu in the election campaign for 


the opening speech of his chief op- 
ponent, ex-premier Herriot. 


———¢ 
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REACTION F 
BUo., CH 


AM 
NER 


Vaudeville Comedians Now 
Particularly in Demand— 
Credit Burns and Allen 
with Setting Vogue— 
Cheaper Than Costly Mu- 
sical Pregrams—Sponsors 
Switching 





WRITERS NEEDED 


Reaction away from bands and 
the crooners and the marked suc- 


: : 
| cess of a number of script acts will 











broadcasted | 


| next season. 


| ing 


|} the 


bring a new cycle on the air early 
Vaudeville comedians 
are particularly in demand for such 
programs, the idea being to m. c. 
along the lines established by Burns 
and Allen who, on the Robert Burns 


Programs, have set a considerable 
vogue. 

The comedy script acts take in 
Amos ‘n’ Andy, Stoopnagle and 
Budd, Sisters of the Skillet, Gene 
and Glenn, Rise of the Goldbergs, 
the Eno’s Fruit Salts’ series of 


Edgar Wallace mystery dramalets; 
also the Sherlock Holmes and Kip- 
ling dramatizations. 

Thus, both the comic and the 
dramatic are now largely in vogue, 
with nightly or weekly continuities 
necessary. This in turn has created 
great demand for clever continuity 
writers to maintain a good par of 
serialization either night after night 
or once a week. 

This will or has already brought 
into vogue the type of m. c. come- 
dian such as Ed Wynn, Jack Benny, 
Eddie Cantor, Georgie Jessel, Harry 
Richman, Jack Osterman, but George 
N. Burns and Gracie Allen are the 
shining examples to date for general 
consistency. 

Partial to Scripts 


Commercials are decidedly partial 
to the script acts for the primary 
reason that they’re economic and 
yet more effective than the hereto- 
fore costly musical presentations. 
All they require are one or two 
capable comedians with their dialog 
to carry matters. The dialog thing 
heretofore has been up to the come- 
dians but it now looks as if the ad- 
vertising sponsors will have to 
finance the creative brains as well. 

Noteworthy among the present 
commercials who favoring switch- 
over to script acts from their 
present elaborate style of radio pro- 
grams are Mobiloil, Camel, Old Gold 
and Chesterfield, among others. 

Among acts now auditioning for 
this style of programs are Block and 
Sully, Smith and Dale, Morris and 
Campbell and Weber and Fields, 
who are after a comeback. 


6-Week Test 


Chicago, May 9. 





Last minute switch in plans is 
sending the new program series of 
the Kellogg Foodtown Pops _ into 
WGN instead of WBBM. Both sta- 
tions are affiliates of CBS. 

This series known as the Pi- 
Club is going on for a six- 
week test, and if clicking means 
grinding into a 26-week series of 
radio platters for distribution over 
the and midwest through 35 
stations. Starts today (9) for six 
times week at 15 minutes a crack. 

This program of talk supersedes 
former musical disc 
the #1. Leopold 


rates 


east 


series, 
headed by 


} + 


orcnes 


Spitalny 
ra. 


IRENE HARDING SET 


Irene Harding has replaced Karl 
| Bonawitz as organist at the Wal 
dorf-Astoria hotel, 

Miss Harding, under NBC con 
|} tract, is one of the Harding Sis- 
ters doing NBC sustainings under 
the billing of ‘Twenty Fingers of 
Harmony.’ 


at Seen + 
t 
| 
| 
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RADIO’S SCRIPT ACT CYCLE 


VARIETY 


—— 











| CAROLA THE CROONER 


Tells 


Court About His 
Breaks in Domestic Tiff 


Tough 


Mechanicsville, N. Y., May 9. 
Billy Carola, known to radio fans 
through his crooning with Phil 
Romano’s orchestra, was arraigned 
here on the charge of failure to pro- 
vide for his wife, a local girl. 


Carola explained to Judge Doak 
that he had paid the nurse’s bill 
for his wife, ill at her parents’ home 
here since last October, until March 
1, the date on which he lost his 
warbling job. He had been with- 
out funds since that time, Carola 


testified. 


Boasberg Walks on 
B. & A. Over Difference 
In. Stage-Air Royalty 


Lew Brown was offered $1,500 a 
week on a contract by NBC which 
the songwriter-comedian turned 


down. Now Al Boasberg, who au- 
thored Burns and Allen’s air stuff, 
has walked out, refusing to work 
for 10% royalty or $100 a week. 
Burns and Allen receive $1,000 per 
air date from Robert Burns cigars 
over. CBS. 

Boasburg argues 
for whom he has been writing for 
years, reimburse him 10% of their 
stage salary, $1,750, which is okay 
since he writes an act and it plays 
indef. On the air he must write 
a new act for them every week, 
comprising eight to 10 minutes of 
chatter, with the talk carrying 
everything. Unlike a vaudeville 
routine, there’s no business or inter- 
mediary song and dance to round 
it out. 

Billy K. Wells, Andy Rice, Brown 
and Boasberg have lately been in 
demand for ether material. 


that the team, 





Air Advertisers Censor 
Out Pessimistic Songs 


Air advertisers are bearing down 
on any song title or lyrics which 
suggest pessimism or sorrow. With 
times what they are, singing about 
it into millions of homes may react 
unfavorably for the advertised 
product. 

Advertisers either kill such songs 
out of the program entirely or try 
to doctor up the lyrics. A tune 
titled ‘Down Hearted,’ published by 
Nattraw Schenck, is feeling this 
most, the advertisers either pencil- 
ing that song out of programs or 
dressing up the lyrics so they don't 
sound so sad. 

Other songs affected by this atti- 
tude of air accounts toward any 
suggestion of sadness are Witmark’s 
‘Too Many ‘Tears’ and Famous’ 
‘Tired.’ 


3 Jesters on Own 


Three Kings Jesters of Paul White- 
man’s band negotiating g£0 
feommercial on WEAF trio, 
apart from the band. 


are to 


as a 


Arrangements are expected to be 
completed the middle of June when 
Whiteman’s band returns to New 
York for the Biltmore hotel engage- 
ment. 


Two Quit Nat. Radio 


Chicago, May 9. 








'office here, and La 


7-Min. Plugger with 
On CBS Wants to Cancel; No Results 


15-Min. Program 


. 


| 








; 
} 


Two members of the local Na- 
tional Radio Advertising Co. sales 
|force are leaving the firm on May 
145. They are Cliff Schleininger and 
| Jim Free who are going into the 
special representative field for in- 
dividual stations, 

Remaining with National are} 
Eddie Voynow in charge of the] 


Chicage Mav 9 
Allen-A Hosiery, bankroller of the 
Krtday evening ‘Beau Batchelor’ 


show over CBS, has asked permis- 


sion to withdraw from the network 
three weeks before the expiration 
of its 13-week contract. Situation 


is without precedent here. Colum- 


bia's local execs refused to consent 
to the cancellation, but at 
ing of the client 
cation along to 
York office for 
tion. 


the 
the 


chain's 


urg- 
appli- 
New 


considera- 


passed 
the 
further 


Admitting that it is entirely sat- 
isfied. with the entertainment qual- 
ity of the program, the commercial 


gives as its reason for wanting to 
quit the fact that the direct re- 
turns on its ether activities do not 


warrant the weekly expenditure of 
around $5,000 for time and talent. 


Tied up with the program is a 
prize-giveaway contest which has 
been only pulling 4,500 returns a 


week from among 42 stations. 
Too Deep for Flaps 

Network’s rejoinder is that the 
complex phrasing and difficult re- 
quirements of the contest have mil- 
itated against its success. Hosiery 
maker has been offering weekly $500 
in cash or a trip for two to vari- 
ous parts of the country for the best 
letter on the subject as to ‘Why I 
believe that Allen-A as a nationally 
advertised product is superior to 
unknown brands.’ It is the chain's 
contention that the topic is certain- 
ly one too complicated for the pros- 
pective ‘flap’ buyer of hoisery to 
tax her brain and talents for writ- 
ing with. Even expert merchan- 
disers, the network further argued, 
would have no easy time finding 
the answers for this one. 

In recent. weeks the commercial 
plug on the Allen-A 15-minute ses- 
sion has been running to six and 
seven minutes, with the chain now 
pointing out that this load of bally- 
hoo wordage alone would be ([i- 
clined to affect the attraction of 
a program no matter how good the 
entertainment content or station 
coverage. One of the requirements 
to participating in the contest is 
the inclosure of an Allen-A label 
with each composition. 





CBS CHECKING PANTO, 
MOSTLY ON TELE TESTS 


CBS starting this week will limit 


its television broadcasts to panto- 


mine acts and cut the broadcast- 
ing time from three hours nightly 
to two. The daytime sight and sound 
broadcasts, running to four hours, 
have been eliminated entirely over 
the summer. 

WZXE, CBS 100 watt sound 
transmitter, which has been syn- 
chronized with W2XAB, television 
station, will be dropped. W2XAB, 
‘9 watt sound transmitter, will be 


used hereafter for the television 
broadcasts. 
Reason for the time cut is that 


CBS‘ believes it has reached a sat- 
isfactory degree of success in syn- 
chronizing sound and sight and now 
desires to. concentrate on. sight 
transmission only. It will hereafter 
embark on an extensive program 
of experimentaton with sight trans- 
mission and will move the figures 
at various distances from the scane- 
ning dise to discover the best 
fects. Heretofore it was 
do this because the sound would be 
distorted if the 
about. 


ef- 
unable to 


acts were moved 


Mexican Threat 


Mexico ¢ 


Mexican 


‘ity, May 9. 


Several radio stations 


operating here and in other parts 
of the republic, will have their lie 
cense ! oKked i they dont pay 
federal government taxes by May 
15, war! Ministry of Communicae 
tions and Public Works. 
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Nick Kenny studying elocution. , Chicago long enough to get ac- 
Jean Sargent ill with infected |@uainted with his office. 
tooth Connie Boswell in Washington 
‘ a _ |asked the statesmen to send her 
Eloy ee oe ‘’ their autographed photos. 
tt re ‘ Dudley Shaw of Oklahoma City 
{ills Brother »fter I i one of the earliest pioneers in 
hearsil 1 tax the radio field of America. 
Ma VV ALK , i . Billy Landers-Lowe, Seattle blues 
14 wi road ‘ YMCA singer, given Don Lee radio con- 
Harry Van Zells, Cl nouns tract and moves to L. A. 
“inne old ] t { A Bobby Gross, Santley music plug- | 
re lay FH , er, on the weekly Hi Jinks pro- 
in ten: balla eo ( ‘ram at KFWB, Hollywood. 
Dallas ‘Dispatch’ pu ing Re Haden Read's midnight organlogs 
_ s nie over WHAS, Louisville, in jeopardy 
Hill, sports, for ether pe iality ; 7 ’ 
KI : C) , , is theatre plans economy cut. 
‘re Klaner ina hicago hospi- . : eed 
al + A a fancy kind of eye-pain Zoel Parentau’s sustaining band 
z < a 2 4 » ~pain. || 3 .. , 
at KDKA now has a couple of net- 
Dallas should rate = sorta work outlets weekly over NBC. 
ward for quantity of radio organ- | > : : 
ri = | Nate Caldwell strictly on his own 
>. 

° a ae jafter a career as a salaried an- 
John ember tripica Po » RE |/nouncer and continuity scribbler. 
announcer and singer for : : ina 

i Florence £-hmalthurst, secretary 
mn j 2 
Dallas. ; tat WCAE, can do swell imitations 
The hedge around her ~ me 19) o* every member of the studio staff. 
r ers is now taller tl Welcome . : 
: cm on ee = Nick Lucas ruined two guitars 
owe ' er } flying in a plane from St. Louis to /j 
B. A. Rolfe crowds four numbers | Chicago. Atmosphere cracked sound 
and a medley into a 15-minute! poxes. 
roadcast 7 - 
-eabengabit ? , ‘ VFAA Hal Halloran, WLS announcer, 
George (¢ hase, skippe! ony WRAS * now a heap big chief, initiated into| 
owned one of first indie stations 10 |the Ojrdway Indian tribe as Echo- 
the country. : ling Stars. 
Station WBSO broadcasting mes- | ee : ; as : 
; : Besides his orch, which puts in 
ag sick ¢ bereaved four ’ ‘ 
Saees sed _— and ber a | over two hours per day via WRR, 
mimes weekly. ; .¢ae, |Lou Harris is leader for Dalias 
Rudy Vallee’s dad eais one or two 
ae : Pum’ tuunten jmuny band. 
lobsters every night before turning | be 
in. Lifetime habit. A laire Lidyard, blues singer, and 
Eddie Voynow doesn't stay in| Victor Lidyard, formerly a Cleve- 
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BENNY KYTE == 


} And His Golden Tower Orchestra 


| 
{ 
| 
N.B.C. Network—WJR | 
Detroit—Wed., 12:30-1 P. M., E.S.T. 
Hi-Speed Gasoline 
Loose Wile Biscuit Co, 
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RAYMOND 


PAIGE | 


Musical Director and 
Program Munager 


KHJ, Los Angeles 


Don Lee 
Columbia Network 











The Tunesmiths 


Sponsored by FITCH HAIR TONIC 
¥riday, 10 A. M., C. S. T. | 


ct) 1 ” 
Friday, 11:15 A. M., C. 8. T. 
Staff Artist WBBM, Chicago, C. B. 8. 

















| land radio announcer, 


| nouncer at KHJ, L. 


were divorced 
in that city. 

Frank Mulloy, publicity head at 
WCAE, uses the most meticulous 
English and a possessive is ana- 
thema to him. 

Art Jarrett, Sr., confers with Ed 
Dukoff, p. a., for gags to credit to 
Jarrett, Jr. Nemo Roth supplies 
the atmosphere, 

James Melton goes to Nashville 
for a concert recital May 16. Same 
city where he made his musical de- 
but five years ago. 

H. D. Hayes, midwest radio su- 
pervisor, spends his idle Chi office 
moments solemnly reading the ‘Con- 
gressional Record.’ 


Stephanie Diamond, announcer at 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, trying to im- 
prove her contract bridge, her rid- 
ing and her golf. 

Byron (Doug) Douglas, news an- 
A., married se- 
ecretly Mary Lippert, but could only 
keep the secret three days. 

KJR and KOMO, Seattle stations, 
reported moving into same quarters 
with Bert Fisher as manager for 
the duo. Both NBC hooked, 


Coast NBC cuts continue with the 
latest out being Mary Regan, assis- 
tant to Ruth Cowan in the local 
Artists Bureau, effective May 15. 


Chickie Moss, second-place win- 
ner in Paul Whiteman-Pontiac au- 
ditions at KDKA, Pittsburgh, in for 
a week at the Stanley, Pittsburgh. 


Three Graces—Betsy Ayres, Louise 
Sheerer and Katherine Sheene— 
commenced series for NBC weekly 
15-minute sustainings May 9 via 
WJZ. 


Ted Husing, Graham McNamee, 





‘DON 
PEDRO 


AND HIS ORCH, 
Now En Tour for 
KENNAWAY, INC. 
64 W. Randolph St., 
Chicago 


“J. B. ’n MAE” 


Comical Saventaeee of Family oy 
Sun., 8:45 Tues., 7:45 P.M 
Thare., 7:30 P.M. 


CENTRAL DAYLIGHT TIME 
Station WBBM, Chicago 























French Lane, 
i noted 
WHAS 
Derby. 


Maltex, going NBC, held auditions 
Friday ‘6) with Nealy Saxotones, 
‘Sam Lloyd, Fred Hufsmith and 
Veronica Wiggins, but talent not 
set yet. 

Application of G. D. Griffin, Okla- 
homa City, for permit to construct 
a new radio broadcasting station 
|has b.en refused by the “ederal 
Radio Commission. 

With his left hand in a splint, 
Graham Harris, NBC orchestra di- 
rector, refuses to forsake a 660- 
mile drive every 


Quin Ryan some of 
announcers who visited 
studios, Louisville, during 




















Fred L. JESKE 


onarch 
elody 
an 


Sponsored by 


MONARCH FOODS 











“Mike” TRAINING 

your Singing and Speaking 
Radio. Diction perfected 
Managers Attention: Microphone 
available for judging Radio talent. 
(Reasonatie.) Persona! records— 
Broadcasts Recorded 

ROBERT EVANS, VOICE BUILDER 
149 West 57th St., New York—Circle 7-596! 


Perfect 
voice for 








summer camp in New Hampshire. 

Will Rogers, on the Ziegfeld- 
Chrysler CB broadcast from the 
coast Sunday (8) will also be fea- 
tured on the two following Zieggy 
periods, picked =p from the Coast. 

Martha Linn, formerly with Lord, 
Thomas & Logan in Chicago 
jlately on her own, last week went} 
on the air as narrator with the Ar-| 
mour hour and that southern accent. 

NBC Little Symphony booked into 
Palace Hotel, S. F'., Stanislaus Bem 
| director, succeeds Vinton La Fer- 
rera, who remains for Saturday 
inight dancing only with a Cuban 
|} combo. 


Russ Columbo 





(Continued on page 59) 


week-end to his, 


and 


will not be on his 
regular NBC period May 12 because 


CLIFF EDWARDS MAKES 
| DEALS WITH BOTH NETS 





ag When Cliff Edwards begins his 


| NBC sustaining broadcasts on May 
} 
| 17 he will hold the unique distinc- 


tion for a ractio artist of singing 
over 
vaude through 
artists’ bureau. 
Edwards plays three weeks for 
Publix, opening at the Paramount, 
pe York, May 18, booked through 
CBS's artists’ bureau who have him 
;} under vaude contract only. 
| Edwards is under an NBC broad- 


| casting contract for six sustainings 


another 





one network and appearing in | 
network’s | 





| 
| 
| 


| 


only, from May 17 to May 26. Fu-}| 
|ture of Edwards with NBC will be| 
| determined by the reaction to the | 
six air appearances. 
Vet’s Pvt. Sh 
ets Pvt. Shows 
Minneapolis, May 9. 
Walter J. Green, disabled at Vet- 

erans’ hospital here, operates his 


|own radio station from his sickbed. 
Programs are staged in his room. 
Station is an all-hospital hookup, 
broadcasting any and all talent that 
can be found on the hospital reser- 
vation. 

The listeners-in number the 680 
patients and employes of the insti- 
tution who have headphones and 
loudspeakers. 


More NBC Coast Shifts 


San Francisco, May 9. 

Further changes in NBC this 
week shifts three important execs. 
Rudolph Vavepetich bowed out of 
the western NBC Artists’ Bureau, 
returning to the New York office. 
Karl Shullinger out of his post as 
assistant to Don Gilman, v. p., to 
take over the Bureau. Lou Emmel 
remains booker of pop entertain- 
ment. 

Cc. L. McCarthy steps up from 
head of the station’s public rela- 
tions dept. to assist Gilman, with 
no successor yet chesen for the re- 
lations job. 








‘Dealer's’ WHK Buy 
Cleveland, May 9. 
‘Plain Dealer,’ oldest paper in 


town, has bought a large interest 
in WHK, pioneer radio station here. 

Controlling interest in station is 
held by M. A. Harry and Eric How- 
lett, Edward Gove and M. O. Bowen, 
officials of WHK. 





L. A. Announcer B’krupt 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
Richard J. Licence, KTM an- 
nouncer, is taking bankruptcy 
treatment to make assets of $530 fit 
bills for $1,198. 
Assets are a car, clothing and a 
week’s wages. 





CAMPAGNA’S SEPT. START 
Chicago, May 9. 

Campagna Italian Balm is going 

on the CBS basic network early in 
September to plug one of its side 
products, known as DDD. It’s a 52- 
1 week contract, and the program, the 
‘Fu Manchu’ series, will ride three 
times weekly, according to present 
plans. 

Distribution of the Sax Rohmer 
tales is being handled by Nate Cald- 
well who holds the radio rights. 
Understood that Rohmer gets $150 
weekly royalties. 

Not yet decided whether the Cam- 
pagna series on NBC, listed as ‘The 
First Nighter,’ will stay or fold. 








S-R’S BARGAIN HISTORY 

Chicago, May 9. 
Sears- Roebuck, ready to return to 
| the ether, is considering a series of 
| radio discs to be spread over the 
entire midwest through 35 stations, 
starting early in June. 

Program will be known as ‘Bar- 
gains of History,’ and will be 15- 
| minute dramatization of the great 
|bargains of the world, such as the 
| purchase of Manhattan for $24 and 
| a string of beads. 
| Will be on three times weekly. 














Straight Patter 


Chicago, May 9. 








The QUAKER 


8&8 A. M. DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING 





GENE and GLENN 


With JAKE and LENA 


COMPANY 


EARLY BIRDS 


RUSSELL B. WISE 
ANNOUNCER 


| Series of straight sales 
radio discs are being sent out cur- 
rently by Plough Cosmetic Com- 
pany, to hit the air 
|}some 25 midwest and eastern 
' tions. 


sta- 


Andre, staff spieler on WGN locally, 





las the plugger. 





Coffee Brand Switching 
Both Ad Agency and Net 


Maxwell House Coffee will switch 
from CBS to NBC either June 1 or 
July 1 with the same line-up of 
talent, Don Voorhees orchestra and 
Lanny Ross. 

Date for the network switch is 
not set yet but most likely will be 
July 1 when the account leaves 
Erwin-Wasey for the Benton & 
Bowles agency. 


BURNS-ALLEN’S FI 5 FILM BID 
DEPENDS ON N RADIO DEAL 


If J. Walter Thompson agency, 
handling the Robert Burns ac- 
count, can arrange to pick up 


Burns and Allen from the Coast, 
the comedy team will trek to Hol- 
lywood to do sequences in Para- 
mount’s ‘Wild Waves.’ It was 
originally intended that the pair do 
their film sequences in the east. 
Understood that if Burns and Al- 


len go to the coast for the film, 
they will personally have to pay 
the wire charges for the cigar 


broadcasts over CBS. 


C-S on on Both h Networks 


Chase & Sanborn has contracted 
for CBS time and will double with 
broadcasts on both networks. Cof- 
fee account will use 15 minutes on 
the CBS network bi-weekly in ad- 
dition to its hourly Sunday NBC 
period, which will be left intact. 

Chase & Sanborn is not set yet 
on its talent for CBS. 

Chase & Sanborn’s CBS series, ac- 
cording to intentions, will make a 





play for the iced-tea sippers and 
will not plug its coffee product, Ac- 
count starts on CBS June 7, 
9 . 
Hoffman’s Shift 
Hoffman Beverages, using one 


hour on WOR weekly, may switch 
to the NBC network. Drink com- 
pany last week auditioned a pro- 
gram consisting of Harold Hansen, 
Oscar Levant, Nelson Eddy, Ve- 
ronica Wiggins and Dad Dailey. 
Eddy is on Hoffman's present WOR 
broadcasts. 

Dad Dailey is the former ‘One 
Bulb Bill,’ the pioneer radio column- 
ist, who wrote for the N. Y. ‘World’ 
a number of years ago. He has been 
on CBS for some time. 





Negro Program in L. A. 


Hollywood, May 9. 

KFWB, Warner Brothers station, 
will attempt a weekly one-hour pro- 
gram of minstrelsy, centered around 
Gus Reed, of the old Primrose and 
Fields troupe. 

First broadcast is set for May 12. 
With the exception of the end men, 
entertainers will be members of the 
local negro entertainment colony 
with Clarence Muse, starred. 





MARMOLA’S DISCS 
Chicago, May 9. 

Marmola, weight reducing com- 
pound, releases its new series of 
five-minute dise programs over 26 
stations June 15. Entertainment re- 
volves around a musical skit idea, 
with Alice Hill, Lucille Long and 
Jack Daley in the cast. Pierre 
Andre will handle the announcing 
assignment. 

Contracts handed out to the 26 
outlets calls for two programs a 
week over a period of 13 weeks. 


Pebeco’s A.M. Pianists 


Pebeco toothpaste goes on WABC 
for bi-weekly local broadcasts on 
May 17; 15 minutes each Tuesday 
and Thursday morning from 8:45-9. 

Pebeco will use three pianists, 
Walter Samuels, Leonard Whitcup 
ind Felix Bernard, and Helen 
Leighton, comedienne. 








Air Stunt 
Lucky Strike on May 19 will at- 
tempt to broadcast Jan Garber's 
orchestra, 12 pieces, from a plane 
flying over New York. Pick-up wl 
be made from the Empire State 
building and then piped into WEAF 
to go over the network. 
Ciggie account is now conduct- 
ing experiments. 





Tuesday, May 10, 1932 
————= 


Church Parlor 
Bean Suppers 
A Radio Pest 


Los Angeles, May 9, 
Local radio stations are following 
the footsteps of the picture studios 


and have agreed among themselves 


that no more air talent will be al. 
lowed to give free performances for 
the sundry women’s clubs, church 


societies and literary clubs that pes- 
ter them for gratis acts for their 
bean suppers and social soirees. 

When the studios put up their ban 
against the organization grifters a 
year ago the club women turned to 
the air. 

Only exception now for loaning of 


talent is for an occasional civic af- 
fair or in cases where the station 
can see a worthwhile publicity tie- 


in, 





Renard-Barbasol 


Jacques Renard and orchestra 
may go NBC next month for Bar- 
basol. Renard’s contract with 


Camel on CBS expires May 28 when 
the account goes off the air. 
Erwin-Wasey agency is handling 
the Barbasol account and is now 
arranging for NBC time. Renard. 
Barbasol broadcasts on NBC will 
be in addition to the Singin’ Sam 
Barbasol periods; which are on CBS, 











Columbla System—830 °.M. 
ON LA PALINA PROGRAM 


CENTRAL PARK CASINO 
Personal Management—Ted Collins 











CLIFFORD 
SOUBIER 






(Negro Characterization) 


“Radio here has some- 
thing to offer the most 
esthetic listener, and yet, such fs the art of 
this session, that it hae its appeal just as 
surely for the child, the adult and the aged 
of varied degrees of intelligence.’’—Variety. 
wr pres. WED., THURS. and FRI., 
at 4:30 P . M., Over ‘ec. BLUE NETWORK 




















mee 2 
LYMAN 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadeasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Thurs., Sat. 8:15 (East) 


COAST-TO-COAST 


—_ (WABCT 














AUTHOR ACTOR 


GEORGE 
FRAME BROWN 


CREATOR OF 
REAL FOLKS 
THOMPKINS CORNERS 


NOW READLINING FOR 


POST TOASTIES 
Thursday, 9:30 - 10 P. M. 
WJZ AND NBC NETWORK 

Coast to Coast 














patter 


next week over 


Announcement discs have Pierre 








The World’ s Record Record Makers 


BEN SELVIN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 





D'’Orsay Perfume N.B.C. Sat., 





8:30 P.M. 
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FEDERAL CURB 
N ALL AIR 
PRIZES 


Cincinnati, 
Federal Radio 
putting a marked curb immediately 
on all commercial broadcasts 
wherein prize offers are made on 
the air. Sole exception is where 
existing contracts necessitates a 
few more weeks before these lapse; 
otherwise no new accounts on the 
ether will be permitted to go in 
for the radio prize offer thing. 
This came as an order to the 
Jocal WLW when a tie-up between 





May 9. 
Commission is 


P. Goldsmith Sons Co., sporting 
goods manufacturers, and Bob 
Newhall, sports’ spieler, was 


brought to the Federal Radio Com- 
mish’s attention, Newhall, former 
sports editor of a local daily, is a 
nightly feature on WLW for 15 
minutes for Mail Pouch. Latter 
had agreed to Newhall’s commer- 
cial tie-in with the Goldsmith com- 
pany, which would donate the 
prizes in sports goods merchandise 
for winners of sports’ puzzles 
which Newhall presents nightly. 

Heretofore it was just an in- 
nocuous conumdrum proposition, but 
Goldsmith Co. conceived the idea of 
capitalizing it, exchanging the mer- 
chandise for a nightly radio plug. 
The F. R. Commish said Nix. 
















; DUMB 
CRACKERS 


ROBERT 
BURNS 


WABC 
SR MON. 10 P.M. 


| BURNS % ALLEN 











PRESENTING THRU ‘'WABC 
THE 


ENTIRE PROGRAMS 


OF 


KREMEL 
MID-DAY LINIT 
AND BATH CLUB 


ROGER WHITE 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


119 W. 57th St., New York 














2 TWO YEARS | 
TFEATURED ORGANIST 
OVER. 
COLUMBIA 
NETWORK 
DAILY 





Hollywood, May 9, 


KNX, local station, leery of the 


of pants’ merchants, 
years refused to allow any of them 
in the station unless agreeing to 
censorship of copy. 

Ban was 
some of the stores advertising stanéd- 
brands of clothes at ridicul- 
ously low figures, but having 
one or two of the trademarked suits 
in stock and rarely ever sold. 

Karno Clothing company agreed 
finally to the censorship 


ard 
only 


. 


and sen 


Spieler arrived at the studio, how- 
ever, without the copy, previously 
censored by station officials. He ex- 
plained to the technician he could 
remember it and could ad lib. 
Technical man then stepped be- 
fore the mike and stated that there 


that the next 15 minutes will be de 
voted to records, compliments of tie 
station. 

Next day the station cancelled its 
contract with the clothing company. 


FILM NAMES ON RADIO 


Interchange of radio and screen 
personalities is a paradox currently, 
although the weight of the evidence 


tends to show that the cycle has 
veered for picture people into broad- 
casting. 

Formerly V-llee, Downey, Amos 
’n’ Andy, et al., were signed for 
pictures. Now picture personalities 
like Mitzi Green, Cliff 
Buddy Rogers, Bebe Daniels, who 
will start shortly, Clara Bow, if she 
succumbs to a fabulous offer, Will 
Rogers, and others are veering to 
radio. 

The paradox takes another tack 
by the instances of people like 
Burns and Allen, Bing Crosby, Russ 
Columbo (whom Warner Bros. want 
also) and others, going into pic- 
tures, but this time not for starring 
purposes. The Vallees, Downeys 
and Amos ’n’ Andy ether stars were 
thrust into stellar assignments. 

Hollywood's new tendency is cap- 
italize the radio reps by merely 
spotting these people in prominent 
supporting parts, letting accepted 
screen personalities otherwise carry 
the burden for boxoffice purposes. 


$4,500 for Bernie 


Chicago, May 9. 
Ben Bernie renewed last week 
with Blue Ribbon Malt for another 
year’s stretch over CBS. New con- 
tract almost doubled the prevailing 
ante, going into effect at the end 





|of June at the rate of $4,500 per 


half-hour program. 

Bernie’s asking price to the 
Cremo cigar account’s offer was 
$5,000 a week on the basis of three 
15-minute shots. 





Campagna Both CBS-NBC 


Chicago, May 9. 

When Campagna Italian Balm 
starts its new program over the 
Columbia net this fall it will in no 
way interfere with the firm’s cur- 
rent series on NBC. 

It is likely the company will go 
on CBS to plug a new 
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INDUSTRIAL BANKERS 


QUAKER COFFEE 
MHADERY 6:15-6:30 PME 


TUE.& THUR 630-645 








RED NETWORK EVE: 


NB: TUESDAY 1230 PM EST. 
EYMOUPRWY 


ORCHESTRA- 


“MAY wh Chee’ age 


|} known as DDD, 


LEE & CADY / southwest 


enestra 


sustaining 


retaining the Na- 
tional jook-_p for the Italian Balm. 
CBS program will be the Fu Man- 


due to the practice of 


‘two suits for the price of one pair | 
| 
has for twu | 


out its announcer for its first 
broadcast, a Sunday morning, when | 
only a technician was on duty. 


ETHER-SCREEN PARADOX | »:<:<: 


product | 


chu mystery series. NBC is con- |} 
tinuing with its current First 


Nighter 
Both 
Chicago. 


program. 


programs will originate in 





28 Indie Violations 
Dallas, May 9. 


Despite strict federal supervision, 


inspection bureau has 
'managed to dig up 28 illegal indie 
istations throughout Texas, Arkan- 


since its installa- 
half ago. 
only one con‘ 


sas and Louisiana 
tion here a year 


Result has been 


and 


tion, 


—_—— 


Mayhew Lake’s Sustaining 
Mavhew Lake and a 30 piece or- 
may shortly begin a series 
broadcasts for NBC. 
the air, was until 


Lake, now on 


| recently on the CBS network. 


| 


i} function in 


ABOUT SHOW BUSINESS 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Sudden collapse of ‘Hit the Air,’ 
irevue with radio acts at the Musi: 


Announcer ‘Forgot’ Copy; RADIO ACTS FIND OUT | 
KNX Takes No Chances | 


| 
} 


Box, left Sam Cosiow minus a re 

ported $3,000 he had sunk into the | 
venture. Ben Bard, who came in 
after the show opened, contributed 
tbout a $1,000 to the flop. Harry 

Sugarman, advertised as the pro- 
ducer, was said to be in without 
having put up money. 

} Show folded after the Monday 
night (2) performance Non-pay- 


ment of salaries and lack of 

brought about the demise. 
Paramount theatre offered a 

week’s time to the acts in the show, 


| but not the show itself. Fred 


money 


| 


has 


How- | 


ard and Nat Vincent are talking of | 


|salvaging the show, 





NEW SWISS YODEL 


had been a change in program and Glen Rice, Pappy of Hillbilly Tribe, 


Sues 


Los Angeles, May 9. 


Hillbillies, the dial-cloggers out 
| here, as big an industry as Swiss 
Yodelers used to be, are back in 
| print again. Glen Rice, a pioneer 


| of the hillbilly industry, is claiming 
| that the MacQuarrie Agency sccret- 
ly cut itself in for 5% on a com- 
Tarzana Water, when ne- 
gotiating for Rice to exploit the 
water for 15% of the gross. 
MacQuarrie got Tarzana to take 
an hour a night on KTM lIast Sep- 
tember and Rice extracted his 
| mountaineers from KMPC, Beverly 
| Hills, and put them on KTM in Los 
Angeles as the ‘Original Beverly 
Hillbillies... KMPC meanwhile con- 
tinued to broadcast its own hill- 
| billies and eventually most of Rice’s 


| bunch drifted back. Not, however, 





Edwards, | until the hillbilly tribe had sprung 


up all over the state, including 
KNX’s local Arizona Wranglers. 
Some of the hillbillies are playing 
vaude dates. Others have filtered 
into the window demonstration field 
downtown. Coast has more hill- 
billies than Iowans. 

Nevertheless Glen Rice wants the 


other 5%. 


NBC-Jolson Bid 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Al Jolson has an offer from NBC, 
the chain refusing to name the com- 
mercial. 

Couple of other radio offers have 
been made Jolson of late but the 
NBC thing is the most likely. In 
the eventuality of going radio, and 
necessarily as one of radio’s highest 
in remuneration, Jolson will prob- 
ably sidestep both stage and screen 
work for the duration of his radio 
contract. 

Jolson hasn’t been on a network 
program in a couple of years al- 
though he broadcast quite fre- 
quently over local stations during 
his just-completed road tour witn 
‘Wonder Bar.’ 

Had the long reported Ford pro- 
eram reached consumation, the de- 
duction might be that Jolson was 
wanted for that hour, but Ford has 
been talking about radio for a year 
and a half with nothing definite as 
yet. 

Ralph Farnum is handling Jolson 
for radio. 











In Argentina It's Disgraceful to 
Be a Radio Broadcasting Artist 


+ 
PRIDE | 


Man Who Claims He Originated 
Air Act Won’t Make Noises 





Los A Ma 9 
( rles Forsyth » longs 
sound effect man at KHJ Threw 
ip his ither t Ke Noise 
2 I Blacth i | r 1 whicl 
is in litigati« wit Forsyth and 
Len Wright claiming origination of 
the serial 
Act handled by an advertising 
agency, formerly had Forsyth and 
Wright appearing as Black and 
Blue. Replacement by another team | 
resulted in the pending law suit. 
Turn goes out over KHJ, where 
| Forsyth handles the effects. But | 


| when one of the skits called for the 
} 

| sound 
| demurred 


-BOOKER-ADV. AGENCY 


| office in 


| 








5-Tongue Broadcast 


Brussels, April 30. 
powerful European 
broadcasting station, tadio-Lux- 
emburg, is now testing. Mast has | 
been erected at Junglinster, near 
the capital of the Grand Duchy. 
The station will commence to 
July, all expenses being | 


The most 





national advertising | 
broadcast in five | 


overed by inte! 
which will be 
languages 


No Guests 


Leo Reisman’s new contract with 
Pond’s cream on a renewal over 
WEAF calls for tLe total elimina- 
ion of all guest artists. Will be 
a straight musical program with in- 


eones and chatter, but no 


cidental 


Renewal effective May 27 


LIBEL SUIT DROPPED 


Los Angeles, May 9 
‘Record,’ Chico, California re 
ra d its nent that KNX, 
Los Angeles, steals its news re- 
ports. 


Retraction kills the libel suit 


threatened by the station. 


| 20, holding an 


man to put noises into it he 


and walked 


CLASH OVER BANDS 


May 9. 
Quarrel between Lord, Thomas & 


Los Angeles, 


Logan, advertising agency, and 


Music of America, re- 


sulted 


Corporation 
in a victory for the booking 
the matter of the Lucky 
Strike radio program. MCA used 
the prestige of its eastern bands to 
force Lord, Thomas & Logan to 
forget its announced policy of 
broadeasting only from the Am- 
bassador Hotel on Los Angeles pick- 





ups. 
L. T. & L. handles both Lucky 
Strike and the Ambassador Hotel. 


MCA was anxious to get Ted Fiorita 
a crack at the Lucky ftrike hour 
which is much valu*‘d by bands for 
its exploitation and prestige impor- | 
tance. fFiorita is at the Frolics, | 
Culver Cit:, opposition to the Am- | 
bassador’s Cocoanut Grove and not 
wanted bv advertising agency. 
Agency finally relented to the ex- 
tent that Fiorita could be included | 


but that the Ambassador band 
would also be broadcast. Agency 
has previcusly insisted that the 


Ambassador have the Los Angeles 
exclusive on Lucky Strike. 

Understood MCA stated that if 
L. T. & L. kept their weste1.. band 
off Lucky Strike the booking office 
would tighten up and not let them 
have some of t'tcir more celebrated 
eastern aggregations. 


Stalin May Etherize 


Carvath Wells who just went off 
the NBC Conoco broadcasts sails 
for a tour of Russia as Stalin’s 








Buenos Aires, April 25. 
“his ¢ 1Ly has 17 radio stations 
v ve the entire republic, 
R ins get their entertain- 
erspersed with many ads, 
I el r very number is an ad, 
oceasion the g.vernment, 
‘ } ntrols broadcasting, shuts 
tation for a day a pun- 
fl ge te I ads, 
S ly s ‘ h 
a A WW nie 
Due to 
ia f national advertisers there 
are < y two or three programs 
car! many short ads, three or four 
or half a dozen nnouncements to 
be made of eax during evening. 
Announcer rattles off the few aad 
lines, then gives name of song and 
is forced to add word ‘record,’ by 
|} order from authorities. Announcers 
tried to get over this by coining a 
new word, ‘grabacion,’ literally 
m ning ‘engraved,’ to take place 
of ‘record’ and thus put it over on 
the fans who may interpret it as 
the name of the band or singer. 
Ads range from local restaurants, 
pills and tailors, to headache pow- 
ders, wines and cinemas 
Performers are poorly paid. A 


five-piece band will play four hours 
on and off for 16 pesos per man, 
about $2.50. General scale of pay 
is so low that anybody admitting to 
radio work is regarded a disgrace 
to theatrical profession. 

Due to large foreign colonies 
here there are programs in Eng- 
lish, French, German, Scandinavian 
and Italian, and latest to join up is 
a Hebrew broadcast. Foreigners 
generally get the air once a week. 








JACK 


CANADA DRY HUMORIST 


BENNY 


WJZ Mon. and Wed., 9:30 P.M. 











guest in about two weeks. There 
is a possibility that while in Russia, 
Wells may attempt to arrange for 
Stalin to be heard here via the NBC 
network. 

Wells is under 
a speaker. 


NEC contract as 





3 Off NBC 


Chicago, May 9. | 

Three more on the NBC sponsor | 
list are scheduled to go off for the | 
summer. Current week’s program | 
will be the last for Swift’s ‘Vigoro.’ | 
Carnation Milk withdraws its | 
Monday evening contribution June | 
option for a repeat | 
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BROADCASTING 


OLD MAN 
SUNSHINE 


PROGRAMS 


With TOY BAND 


6 P.M. Daily, E.8.T. 


LITTLE | 
JACK 
LITTLE 


WABC 


Every Day 
Except Sunday 
9 to 9:15 A. M., E.S.T. 




















run starting in the fall. 
verland will call it quits | 
22 broadcast, after a 


13-week 
Willys O 
with the June 
nine-months run. 


Eb and Zeb Re-Unite 
Eb and Zeb, hicktown that 
plit up a couple of months ago | 
when Bill Wright jumped from Don 


act 


Lee's Blue Monday jamboree to 
NEC, goes back on the air tomor- 
row (19), on coast time bought by 
Shell Cil 
Al Pierce, Wright's partner in 
the rube routine, has heen at the 
on right along 


RUSS 
COLUMBO 


NBC and 
Victor Record Artist 
Management ED. W. SCHEUING 
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Columbia Broadcasting Sy«tem 





ISHARi JONES Orchestra 


Now CAFE WINTER GARDEN, Chicago 


C.B.S. Network—Station WBBM Chicago, Mon., Wed., Fri.. 
Booking 


and Amusement 


11 P.M. C.D.8.T. 


Service Corp. 
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CANADA DRY PROGRAM 
With George Olsen Band, Jack 
Benny and Ethel Shutta 

Orchestra, Singing and Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAQ, Chicago 

Canada Dry has taken a step for- 
word in commercializing its bottles 
the air turning to show | 
business. Whether the Olsen music, | 


over by 


Benny's humor and Miss Shutta’s 
singing can click either as a com- 
bination or individually depends , 
largely on how soon one or all of} 
the trio can get acclimated. Both | 
Olsen and Benny have been on the | 
air before, but as far as Benny is | 
concerned this is his first profes- | 
sional appearance, as he _ himself | 
called it, i. e., getting paid for it. | 
Ale company’s last ether program, | 
also over NBC, was titled ‘With } 


Canada’s Mounted,’ and as the name 
implies, a series of playlets about 
the redcoats who always get their 
men. As entertainment these 
dramas weren't so hot, with the 
company convinced that snappy 
chatter and music, such as expected 


Particularly interesting was that 
Benny's sole solid laugh occurred 
when he rushed in ad lib; at least 
it sounded like one. Another error 
is that the few gurgles and snick- 


lent speaking voice to the right kind 
of delivery. 

Olsen is using the same old sig- 
nature theme, the train imitation, 
to start him off and from there into 
-his usual good style of music mak- 
ing. Some very good arrangements 
on his opening program of numbers, 
particularly ‘I Love a Parade.’ But 
Olsen should leave all the talking 
to Benny. 

Miss Shutta wasn’t particularly 
impressive in her debut, being in- 
troduced by Benny as Mrs. Olsen, 
and with Benny saying that might 
be one of the reasons why she’s on 
the program. Just a gag to those 
who know, but what about the flock 
of listeners who don’t know what 
it’s all about? Miss Shutta did a 
duet with one of the boys in the 
band and came back later with 
‘Come West, Little Girl,’ number 
she did in ‘Whoopee,’ which prob- 
ably nobody remembers. 

Plug angle was considerably over- 
done here, with Benny handling it 
throughout. He pulled some pretty 
obvious puns, such as ‘drinking 
Canada dry.’ Again he repeated a 
drugstore gag, using the same lo- 
cale in straight fashion first and then 
coming back to top it with a few 
placed quips. Right now the subtie 
spotting of the plug should be han- 
dled with silk gloves. Span, 





TONY SARG 
Puppet Talk 
WGY, Schenectady 

Artist and puppet-master talked 
on marionets over the NBC red net- 
work under auspices of the Ameri- 
can Child Health Ass’n. 

After introduction that skillfully 
dovetailed subject of puppets with 
children, Sarg sketched briefly the 
history of marionets—were used in 
ancient Egypt—and then discussed 
their popularity in U. S. today. Fol- 
lowing this, he made strong appeal 
to parents and teachers to co- 
operate with children in producing 
amateur puppet shows. Offered 
useful hints on making and manipu- 
lating of string-propelled figures. 

Sarg managed to convey to listen- 
ers some of his enthusiasm for pup- 
pets. Speaking voice pleasant with 
slight English accent. Apparently 
Sarg was reading from manuscript, 
and the effort in talking at a high 
rate of speed apparently eae mg 

Jaco. 


MIND MAGAZINE 
Philosophy 
COMMERCIAL 
KECA, Los Angeles 


An out and out plug for Mind 
Magazine, one of those ‘day by day 
in every way’ types of publications, 
without an attempt to entertain. 
For 15 minutes the editor of the 
magazine, Dr. James E. Dodd, re- 
views the current issue of his sheet. 
-To anyone but the addicts of the 
isms, his program calls for quick 
dial turning. 

From a showman’s point of view 
the editor is lacking in the one es- 
sential on which his magazine is 
supposed to be based—psychology. 
There is no attempt seemingly made 
to attract outsiders to his cause, and 
-ft ean be imagined that the only 
ones with the dial turned to KECA 
while he is on the air are those 
already disciples to his theory that 
f you think right then all must be 


; 





|air after 1 


handsome Irish 
than his predecessors, Jimmy Doyle, 


Carroll's Vanities.’ 


THE FRONT PORCH 
SUSTAINING 
KJBS, San Francisco 

The only local broadcaster on the 
a.m., KJBS, has a clear 
field—and a pretty large one, too— 


in a town where natives like late 
hours. Menu of the all-night sta- 
tion is usually recorded stuff, but 


opening of this downtown eat spot, 
the Front Porch, shunts a half hour 
onto the ether waves as the sta- 
tion’s only flesh entertainment dur- 


the rostrum to freely unleash their 


overflowing talents. It’s a swell 
spot for the singing hoofers and 
wise-cracking tenors. That this 


program will pull any business into 
the cafe is doubtful; that it will 


silence many radios is inevitable. 


limpid soprano fluttered through ‘I 
Surrender, Dear.’ 


A baritone, ‘who 


tenor,’ was better 


sensation of the Radio - Keith - 


Crpkeum, divulged his great admi- 
ration for Crosby in a sonorous bal- 
lad. 
took on a big time atmosphere when 
the announcer suddenly discoverei 
umong his audience 


And topping it all off, program 


‘three of the 
beautiful chorus girls from Harry 
Carroll's Follies—beg parden, Ear] 
Bock, 


DIXIE CIRCUS 
Stories 
Disk 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 
From the pen of Courtney Riley 
Cooper, who has made a rep scrib- 
bling about circuses, comes this 
series of platters for the Dixie Cup 
Company. These 15-minute radio 
disks, however, exhibit much weak- 
ness, mainly because Cooper has 
retained much of his narrative style 
rather than going completely dra- 
matic. There’s a narrator who 
starts and ends the tales with fade- 
ins and fade-outs into action. 
There’s little action, no suspense, 
and not a suggestion of circus at- 


mosphere. The calliope effect is not 
— to impress the circus 
color, 


There's an idea in a circus back- 
ground and some day it may be a 
successful radio series. 

The tie-in in Chicago for these 
disks, which are well-recorded, 
names local accounts which are 
using the Dixie cup products, such 
as the ice-cream manufacturers. 

For some _ inexplicable reason 
the manufacturer has deliberately 
pointed this program at the kid 
listeners, though there’s little con- 
nection between his product. and 
the children, even from the ice- 
cream angle. And for kids, it hits 
the air rather late, at 8 p. m. 

Gold. 


KOLIN D. HAGER 
Songs 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 


cently returned to station in old 
post of studio manager, soloed on 
General Electric’s regular Friday 
night broadcast. His first singing 
before the mike hereabouts in some 
time showed a development in tech- 
nique. 

He has a lyric baritone of con- 
siderable tone, although his voice is 
not as powerful as that of some 
baritones heard on the air. Hager 
sings with clarity of diction and 
takes a top note like a tenor. One 
of radio’s pioneers, his mike tech- 
nique naturally is excellent, 

Jaco. 


HERB GORDON 


man Park hotel, Washington, D. C., 
featuring a ‘whispering orchestra’ 
style of smooth dansapation which 
has always been a trade-mark with 
him, hence the billing. 

Gerdon is partia] to the melodic 
type of numbers, a natural for that 
particular style, and knows how to 
medley them in order to maintain a 
variety of interest. 

Nice, smooth combo and explains 
its spotting in the capitals smart 
' hostelry. Abel. 





Original ‘Voice of WGY,’ who re- 


KODAK WEEK-END HOUR 
With Nat Shilkret Orch. and Rus- 
sian Choir 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 
Kodak is a seasonal air adver- 
tiser, each year returning to the 
ether around spring and retiring 
during the fall. Its present series 
follows somewhat along the lines 
sponsored last year, when Kodak 
used the NBC chain, with the ex- 
ception that this year Kodak intro- 


jing the early a.m. _| duces the policy of featuring a dif- 
Listeners are on the spot. If | ferent ‘ruest’ for each broadcast. 
they want radio entertainment Week before last, the inaugural 
| they've got to take this. But it’S/ proadcast, Paul tobeson was 
doubtful if even the most hardened brought on as the ‘guest’ attraction. 
radiomaniac could lend an ear tO| past week the Russian Chorus was 
more than one of these affairs, even featured. 
ce. ee ss sentiy Even without a weekly variety of 
Powell street cafe 1s evidently | tear radio attractions, this period 
patterned after the nearby Coffee would stand up well, although un- 
Dan’s, where customers step up to 


doubtedly the use of ‘guests’ builds 
a greater listening audience and 
helps diversify. Nat Shilkret’s or- 
chestra is as usual a highly satis- 
factory musical ensemble, helped by 
Thelma Kessler, soprano, and a 
male quartet. 


Cafe’s stock talent evidently is In keeping with the atmosphere 
from the new setup, will do the|Tes and George, whose last names | the orchestra spotted a few Russian 
trick. were not divulged, but who identi- numbers. Popular and operetta 

In Benny’s glib and droll talk lies | fied themselves as ‘those rhythm | 4/rs were also included. The sing - 
the responsibility of getting the| boys that you have heard on the| ¢rs| were used to best advantage 
plug across, yet the comedian, usu- | air numerous times.’ One doing the during the operetta selections. Miss 
ally so naturally at ease on the|}|m.c. strove hard to please, but was Kessler’s soprano comes over well, 
stage, appeared to suffer from that snowed under by his sincere efforts | but the work of the male quartet 
common ailment, mike fright, on | and cloying personality. Concluded overshadows her. Duets between 
this first broadcast. Another stum-|each contribution of his gratis Miss Kessler and one of the quartet, 
bling block which he should be able | 2rtists with a musical ‘thanks a | not billed, included. 
to hurdle in time is Benny's disap- million, folks.’ The Russian Chorus, male, was 
titude at reading from a manuscript. Half hour _ program included spotted twice during the 80-minute 
That slowed him down a good deal. hill-billyers, titled the X-Bar-B| period. First number was the ex- 

Boys. Because of their Arizona] pected ‘Volga Boat Song’ rendered 


name boys did a lot of pretty hor-|in the native tongue, as were all 
rihJe chatter about Arkansaw and|the songs. They are a robust vocal 
tossed in a refrain equally bad. A | group. 


ers that came over sounded very | ysed to sing with Paul Tremaine’s | STORIES OF THE LIVING 

much suppressed and didn’t help orchestra, so you can imagine,’ GREAT 

Benny's cause any, but there's n0| fyijled to live up to his billing in a | Biographies 

reason why a clever, intimate CO-/| Rumanian gypsy folksong. Fred | COMMERCIAL 

median of Benny's type shouldn’t| Duncan, ‘a fellow who stopped the | WBBM, Chicago 

hit over the air. Essentially he has|show at the Palace,’ shouted a Too early in the morning for the 
everything it takes, from an excel- |mammy tune. Pat Buckman, ‘that | consumption of dry talk, delivered 


by Ida Bailey Allen in narrative bi- 
ographical form for Pebeco Tooth- 
paste. Would probably stand a 
much better chance of reaching 
listening attention in the afternoon 
or evening. 

Announcer here states that Pe- 
beco doesn’t have to ballyhoo its 
own product because millions al- 
ready know-about it, which is just 
as well, because this program won't 
add any to those millions; there’s 
the danger it might damage. 

On this particular broadcast Mrs. 
Allen adopted Owen D. Young for 
her biographical subject. Mr. Young 
is prominent in big financial cir- 
cles and has had much newspaper 
and newsreel publicity, but even all 
of that might not be so interesting 
to many of those supposed millions 
who may not have heard much of 
Mr. Young and probably don’t care, 
leastwise at 10 in the yawning. 

In the middle of her narrative 
Mrs. Allen thinks nothing of break- 
ing off her continuity, while, an- 
nouncing a string trio that will play 
‘Under Sunny Skies’ or something, 
while the audience is expected to 
mull over her preceding notations 
on Mr. Young’s earlier life. Follow- 
ing the musical interlude Mrs. Al- 
len continues her journey through 
Mr. Young’s career until she brings 
him up where he is today. 
Entertainment value nil. But all 
the while Pebeco is boasting about 
‘those millions.’ Span. 


BUDDY ROGERS Orchestra 
Sustaining 
WEAF, New York 

Screen player, now in ‘Hot-Cha’' 
and doubling into the Hotel Penn- 
sylvania, N. Y., as maestro of a 
dance orchestra, sounds better now 
on the air than at his opening some 
weeks ago. 

It’s still just another band, how- 
ever, and should be bolstered. Looks 
as if NBC is sloughing off some- 
thing on Rogers, who, as a person- 
ality, certainly holds lots for build- 
up purposes. 

With Rogers’ manifold duties in 
the Ziegfeld musical, matinees and 
night shows, it’s no small task hop- 
ping about for his dinner and sup- 
per dance sessions, hence it falls all 
the more on the NBC’s managerial 
shoulders to do right by their client. 

Abel. 


ENGLISH CORONETS 
Historical Serial 
Sustaining 
KFWB, Hollywood 
Coast stations are 
strong for serials, but here is one 
that in its appeal is aimed at a 
class of listeners above the peasant 
slab whose serial meat is the low 
comedy or the highly melodramatic 
fare. 


particularly 


Orchestra Serial is spotted Sunday nights 
Sustaining at 9, following the station’s out- 
WEAF, New York standing frolic, ‘Sunday Night Hi 

Gordon etherizes from the Ward- Jinks. Present group is a drama- 


tization of the life, but more es- 
pecially the loves, of Henry VIII of 
England, and is proving an appeal 
among fans who are strong for his- 
tory. Although ffictionized it is 
spiced sufficiently to prove enter- 
taining to listeners who might have 
no other conception of the famous 
king than his chopping block meth- 
ods of removing unwanted wives. 

Feature has been on the air eight 





| weeks, and as the current episode | 


i (Continued on page 59) 


losis Sinl—Rale 


Announcers in some of the New England radio stations, who have 
little more to say than mere station announcements are hurting their 
stations by false announcements. The announcers, especially those 
whose stations are affiliated with a network, make promises of attrac. 
tions that the sending studio fails to fulfill. 

For instance, when it is time for the station to join a network the 
local announcer airs the expression, often repeated from marn till miq- 
night, that ‘Station XYZ takes pleasure in presenting’ so and so 
instead of the attraction, comes some local substitution. 

The announcer bungies his programs by taking a chance on the net- 
work schedules arranged a week or more in advance. 

The chains have received numerous complaints and so have the local 
station executives. NBC has appealed to some of the N. E. officials not 
to have their announcers name succeeding programs because of the 
possibility of a substitution from a program listed on the advance 
schedule but the effort has been futile. The announcing errors continue 
and telephone calls flood the studio after every boner asking ‘how come” 
The announcer is equally fluent with alibis. , 





But 





Wireless telegraphy schools, particularly through the midwest, have 
completely switched their advertising angles to corral students. Old ad 
line about becoming a wireless operator, saving lives and seeing the 
world has been completely dropped. New bait is the commercial radio 
broadcasting field, schools plugging the job as a venture in a growing 
industry and a chance to become an exec in the business. 

Dept. of Commerce radio supervisory districts report that the great 
majority of applicants for operator licenses are those taking tests for 
broadcasting; only a small minority exams for 
so-called @¢ommercial wireless. Of wireless exams 
most are renewal applications. 

To some extent the shift away from the steamship idea is due to the 
idleness of many boats which has sent many of the regular operators to 
other fields. 


bothering 
those 


to take the 
applying for 


Spread of the guest columnist gag among the pilots of radio depart- 
ments on Chicago dailies is putting the network p.a.’s in an embarrassing 
spot. Publicity boys are trying to please, but the higher rung stars re- 
gard the requests as an imposition and are refusing to contribute. It’s 
then up to the p.a.’s to do the apologizing and alibiing. The resulting 
peeve is usually taken out on them. 

Some of the mike stars have nothing interesting to scribble for the 
proffered guest columnist and, realizing it, decline the invitation. Others 
have neither the time nor the inclination. Latest to give the column 
conductors the gentle thumbsdown is Amos ’n’ Andy. 





Federal Radio Commission is always willing to allow a new station 
to choose call letters that coincide with the name of the company, if 
such a procedure is possible. 

Some of the stations that have done so are KFWB, Warner 
Hollywood; WIOD, Isle of Dreams, Miami, Fla.; KMMJ, M. M. Johnson 
Co., Clay Center, Neb.; KRKD, Arcade station, Los Angeles; WEVD, 
Eugene V. Debs Memorial, New York; KARK, Arkansas Radio & Equip- 
ment Co., Little Rock, Ark.; KWCR, Cedar Rapids Broadcast Co., and 
KFBB, Buttrey Broadcast, Inc., Great Falls, Mont. 


srothers, 


Young student at a Glendale school asked KHJ, Los Angeles, for some 
of its best talent to appear at a school concert. Boy was told that it 
was the policy of the station not to lend is performers unless for an 
out and out civic affair. Asking what this meant he was told ‘An organ- 
ization such as the Kiwanis.’ 

Two days later the station received a letter from the young promoter 
making his request formal with the information that inasmuch as the 
school had now invited the Glendale Kiwanians there could now be no 
objection to his request being filled. 


Much conjecture in radio circles as to whether Russ Columbo actually 
appeared on the Abe Lyman-CBS broadcast Thursday (5) which repro- 
duced via the ether the Woodmansten Inn opening. Sid Gary claims that 
he did the imitation of Columbo. 

No visitors were allowed into the Lyman studio that night and reports 
from those who were in the studio, participating in the broadcast, say 
that it was Columbo himself who did the singing. It is said that Gary 
was told to take the rap for the Columbo CBS appearance, as the imie¢ 
tator, because both CBS and NBC were against the NBC baritone going 
out over the CBS airwaves. 


Understood that Lord, Thomas & Logan had Louis Sobol, the N. Y. 
‘Journal’ columnist, under contract for a year ‘just in case.’ This was 
in connection with the continued complaints from Walter Winchell, prior 
to physical crack-up, that he was going it too strong. 

Ad agency figured that it better protect itself. Sobol was signed 
accordingly on a $200-a-week basis, while not working, and $1,000 when 
taking up actual broadcasting. As it eventuated, Winchell’s breakdown 
occurred shortly thereafter and Sobol was pressed into service. 


Suspension of the anti-disc rule by NBC takes in all stations outside 
of the two key transmitters in New York, WEAF and WJZ. All other 
stations owned or operated by Nationa: Broadcasting arc now accepting 
the radio platters for daylight hours, though it’s expected that the night 
time minutes will also be opened to the waxed programs, 

Suspension of a rule which has been a keynote of NBC is looked 
upon in radio as the confirmation of the sharp slump in commercial 
accounts. Expected that the rule will stay suspended until late next fall. 


Chicago ‘Tribune’ station, WGN, rates as a transmitter that has found 
commercial takers for every one of its statistical and information periods. 

Last week it made a contract with Bulova for another year of time 
signals; has marketed its daily weather reports to the Chicago Flexible 
Shaft Sunbeam Co. for a 26 week stretch, and next week the station 
starts a commercial tie-up to follow the daily newspaper readings by 
flashing back to old time headlines for the Atlas Brewing Co. 


New Haven citizens are getting up a petition against the synchroniza- 
tion of its local station, WTIC, with WEAF. Mushy reception of WTIC, 
when synchronized with WEAF, is the cause of the trouble. 

NBC has the sanction of the Federal Radio Commission to 
its experiments with radio synchronization until May 30, and 
to keep on with this policy until then, 


continue 
intends 


Fred Hufsmith and J. Alvin Edkins were engaged for the McKessons 
Musical Magazine broadcasts for alternate programs after both were 
on the special Rexy-Radio City NBC hour April 30. Edkins, a biritone, 
started with McKesson’s May 5 while Hufsmith, tenor, goes on May !*s 


Thereafter both will continue to alternate on that commercial. 


Two radio orchestra leaders not connected with NBC were among t'!® 


five composers who shared in NBC's $10,000 award for original sy'™e 





phonic compositions. Philip Jones, orchestra director of the Bamb: rger 


(Continued on page 62) 
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CBS’ 15% CUT 
NEXT MONTH 


Beginning June 1, CBS will re- 
adjust all expenses in an attempt 
to trim its overhead to the bone 

A general cut of 15% in all sal- 
aries of CBS employers goes into 
effect June 5. Notice of the cut was 
sent to all CBS departments last 
week., This 15% cut will also be 
effective for all CBS sustaining tal- 
ent not under contract to the net- 
work. For those CE'S artists under 
sustaining. contracts, a readjusted 
lower scale will be placed into op- 
eration about June 1, with the new 
scale now being arranged by CBS 
but not yet decided. 

Besides reducing all saiaries, CBS 
will also cut departments to a min- 
imum. Almost 100 CBS employees 
sever connections after May 28. 

Two members of CBS’s artists 
bureau, David 3ath and John 
Hymes, aré among those who re- 
ceived iheir notices, effective May 
28. 

CBS cut comes as a surprise in 
yadio circles for the organization 
has the rep for paying its employees 
better than other stations. It was 
estimated that CBS made nearly a 
$3,000,000 profit during aaee 

Among the letouts, about 25 were 
in the engineering department, 
which was hit hardest, four in the 
artists’ bureau, three in the pub- 
licity department, three in the pro- 
gram department, and three an- 
nouncers, beside others. 

Not all of the employes were 
given a four-week notice. Some re- 
ceived four weeks’ salary and were 
let out immediately. Latter were 
those who were with CBS the long- 
est. 


CHAPPELL MAY JOIN NBC 


George. Engles hnead of NBC's 
artists bureau, Is negotiating with 
Ernest Chappel to move into the 
network’s artists bureau. 

Chappel is now with Adams 
Broadcasting Service. 





Gills 2DEMLING 














DOERR 


introduces the members of his Saxo- 
phone “Octet” on WEAF every Sun- 
day morning from 10 to 10:30 A. M., 
E.S.T., over Red Network, NBC. 


JOE KAHN........ Coveecccees Piano 
EDDIE DORNSIFE.....: +faxophone 


LOU BODB....c..ccsc. 
GEORGE NAPOLEON... .Saxophone 
JAMES CRAWSON.......Saxophone 
KEITH PITMAN......... Saxophone 
DANNY MAFFE...Guitar and Banjo 


. Saxophone 
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Shell Oil’s Unique 
Organizational Use 
Of Radio at 6 A. M. 


May 9. 
first 


Los Angeles, 
Announced as the 
meeting of the air, 


sales 





Shell Oil Com- | 


pany took an hour starting at 6 
a.m. Saturday (7), over the coast 
CBS chain to speak to all em 
ployees regarding its new sales | 
campaign. 

All the help, from gas _ station } 
attendants up, was instructed to | 


up and tune in on the speeches, 
coming from KHJ, Los Angeles. G 
Leigh-Jones, president, led off, with 
division heads and other officials, 
including the advertising depart- 
ment, following, telling of the new 
gas Shell is introducing in com- 
petiticn with other high octane pe- 
trols now being distributed. Only 
entertainment feature was Eb & 


Zeb, the regular Shell evening 
sketch. At several large cities, 
Shell people held office breakfasts, 


with a loudspeaker 
sales talk. 

Early morning hour was 
because it was thought that few of 
the general public would be listen- 
ing in and none of the employed 
would be working at that time and 
could therefore tune in. 


pouring out the 


picked 





Vaude Air Series 


Columbus, May 9. 

William c. Walsh, old-time 
vaudevillian and recent director of 
the Players Guild at the Hartman 
theatre here, and his wife, Dora 
Clement, dramatic actress, are do- 
ing a series of broadcasts over 
WAIU as ‘Dora and Bill.’ 

They will broadcast the experi- 
ences of two vaudeville performers 
who settle down here to rusticate 
on Mondays and Fridays. 





Coast Dupe Program 
San Francisco, May 9. 
Jay Hanna is out here from the 
New York office of N. W. Ayer to 
spot a western duplicate of Kellog 
Co’s ‘Singing Lady’ over NBC. 
Claire Upshur selected in audi- 
tions for anonymous ‘Lady.’ ‘ 





Flour Co. Auditions 
Chicago, May 9. 

Commander Flour Company put 
on a flock of auditions here last 
week for talent to go into its ‘Quick 
Biscuit’ program, slated for the 
Columbia network the middle of the 
current month. Among the tryouts 
was Wendell Hall. 


Program glorifying a similar ccm- 


pound, ‘Bisquick,’ turned out by 
General Mills recently came off 
CBS’ local key, WBBM, and is now 


getting on a further test campaign 
on other midwest stations under 
the title of ‘Bob and Mary.’ 





_ Marquis Not on Air 

Don Marquis, mentioned fn pub- 
licity of the ‘H. H. Van Loan Emi- 
nent Authors Series,’ as offered for 
radio featuring, declares such state- 
ments were issued without his au- 
thority and are opposed to the facts. 

Marquis was approached for par- 
ticipation in the group, but definite- 
ly declined, he says. 





_—— 





Prince Cherming of Radio Land 


BEN ALLEY 


RADIO’S MOST VERSATILE VAUDEVILLIAN 


Monday, Thursday and Friday, 11:45 A. M. 
and Wed. at 3:15 P. M., C.B.S. 





LOEW'S CIRCUIT 


STARTING MAY 14 LOEW’S GATES, B’KLYN 








| 





Fanning a Plug 


Witmark staff beat the Rob- 
bins outfit in a ‘closely con- 
tested’ baseball game Satur- 
day (7), to the tune of 24-16. 
No ‘ringers’ were allowed but 
Col. Gimp eased in on the 
Robbins team. 

Buddy Morris dik 
ing for Witmark. 
yut Col. Gin 


1 the pitch- 
After strik 
p who is Ruth 
sband, Morris re 


ingg « 
Etting’s hi 
marked: 

‘I guess I lose a 
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the second wife, 
still has several 
Previous seria] along 


deals only with 
Anne Boleyn, it 
weeks to run. 





| 


=i 


' Sullivan’s 


this order over the same station | 
was a serialization of the Borwias, 
success of which prompted the cur- 
rent subject. 

Dramatization is written by Kay 
Van Riper, press agent for the stu- 
dio, and is enacted by ‘between pic- 
ture’ players, of which there is cur- 
rently a plethora in and about | 
Hollywood, with almost all more 
than eager to turn their acting 
talents to the radio. 

Well written and competently 


handled. 


MINIT RUB SPORTS REVIEW 
With Pat Flanagan 
COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 


Every evening at 6:45 Chicago 
time Pat Flanagan comes on with 
15 minutes of sports chatter, prin- 
cipally baseball. Commercial angle 
is a good one with Minit Rub lini- 


ment plugged by Flanagan as the 
choice of this and that particular 
ball player or athlete. 


Flanagan is popular over the air as 
the official Cub games announcer 
with his three years or more in 
that job having given him the edge 
over his competitors. In the short 
time he has to work Flanagan gets 
over a concise, snappy routine of 
sport chatter, starting with the 
baseball scores in detail, taking in 
both leagues and the association. He 
follows that with some spot news 
items about the game and if time 
still permits gives some results on 
horse racing. 

From time to time Flanagan has 
been interviewing ball playing per- 
sonalities whenever opportunity pre- 
sented itself and usually during the 
Cubs’ stay at home. Another angle 
worked here is the solicitation of 
questions about the game. to be 
written into the station with cor- 
rect answers guiranteed. Plenty of 
fans, especially kids, go for that. 
Flanagan winds up with common- 
place dope and statistics and con- 
cludes with a final plug for the rub 
salve. 

For the summer months ar.d dur- 
ing the baseball season particularly 
this commercial shapes up in pretty 
good shape. Span. 


‘MR. GOLDSTEIN and MR. BERN- 
STEIN’ 

Sketch 

COMMERCIAL 

WMCA, New York 


Well presented sketch with a Jew- 
ish theme, similar to the better- 
known ‘Rise of the Goldbergs,’ 
written along different lines. 

The dialect is strong, Yiddish ex- 
pressions being used quite fre- 
quently. Story is about the activi- 
ties of two friends and their fam- 
ilies. When caught last week, the 
action revolved around a wedding 
of a member of one of the families. 
The atmosphere os a Jewish wed- 


but | 


ding was well caught by the writer} 


of this series and aptly played, not 


only as to the dialog itself, but the 


atmospheric chatter. 


Breakstone cheese is behind this} 


sketch, which is building. 


Oil Co’s Hayseed Act 


San Francisco, May 9. 

Shell Oil Co. has bought ‘Eb and 
Zeb,’ comic hayseed act, and with 
Al Pearce and Bill Wright featured, 
is putting it on KFRC for the west- 
ern CBS network. 

Wright, who recently left KFRC 
for NBC, is back at his former 








stand as result of the new sponsor. 








Songstress May Have 
To Aviate 1,000 Miles 
To Double on the Radio 


Adele Starr went on the Fox a4 


NAME AUTHORS 
‘AIR DRAMALETS 


broadcast last night (Monday) over | 


WHK, Cleveland, undér a 13-week 
contract to broadcast five times a 
week for 15-minute periods. WHK 
is a CBS affiliated station but car- 
ries the Fox broadcast locally only 

Miss Starr’s manager, Joe Wha- 
len, may close for a Saturday night 


NBC comme from New York 


rcial 


which, if consummated, will necessi- 
tate Miss Starr fiving in each Satur- 
day to make the engagements. 


ED SULLIVAN SET 


Jerry Wald May Succeed Him for 


Gerardine on CBS 


Ed Sullivan, N. Y. ‘Graphic’ col- 
umnist, is set to broadcast for the 
American Safety Razor on NBC 
beginning June 8. Sullivan will fea- 
ture a different sport and stage 
celeb each broadcast as ‘guests,’ 

Jerry .Wald will probably take 


place on the Gerardine } 
CBS periods, to begin June 6. Wald 


is the ‘Graphic’ radio columnist. 





Prolific Al and Pete 


Al and Pete, Chicago radio team 
currently with Pebeco over WBBM, 
will come 
| pletion of their present contract to 
begin broadcasting June 27 
Westinghouse contract. Air team 
will be on the air five times weekly 
at noon, over WJZ and WEAF, 
three days on one and two on 
other. Broadcasts will be local only. 

Al and Pete (Al Cameron and } 
Pete Bontsema) at one time were 


under six commercial contracts si- | 


multaneously in Chi. Their 
tract with Westinghouse 
weeks, 


con- 
is for 10 
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of his engagement for the Lucky 
Strike broadcast the same night. 
His period will be filled by Ralph 
Kirbery. 

WHAS, Louisville, added two re- 
mote control night club orchestras 
to schedule this week, Charley Rein- 
hart’s orchestra at Seville Tavern 


and Tommy Thomas at Iroquois | 


Garden 


Pickens Sisters, Gus Van and a 
Victor Arden orchestra of 12 audi- 
tion for Porto Rican tobacco May 
12 on an NBC network. Gus Van is 
currently on the Van Heusan CBS 
} ‘oadeasts, but is not exclusive. 


Pete Barlow has bowed out of his 
job as drummer and 


@ contract with Paramount; played 
his first part in Par’s ‘Phantom Ex- 
press.’ 

Starting May 15 for Schaeffer Pen | 
from Chicago, H. Leopold Spitalny’s 


orchestra will be cut from 25 men 
to eight. 
Al Rinker of the original Paul 


Whiteman Rhythm Boys has formed 
a trio with Craig Leech and How- 
ard Phillips as the West Coast Boys. 

Helen Rowland will be on the 


Goodall CBS initial broadcast, May 
19, with Phil Spitalny and Jay C. 
Flippen; 


to New York at the com- | 


under | 


the | 


Swede char- | 
acter player with KFRC in favor of | 


may stay the whole Sorsems | 


Chicago, May 9, 

Trend toward inveigling name 
scribblers into radio was manifested 
here when the NBC program de- 
partment started scouting around 
tor a best-seller signature to author 
a series of scripts with a smalltown 
background for a prospecti' 
! il A ose 1 netwo! 
set out to appr for the ass 
I nt W e 2 i Gale, Bow LarkK- 
ington or George Ade. 
| Account in the offing figures ti 
spend as high as $1,000 for each 
original 15-mintvte script to run be- 
tween 1,500 and 2,000 words. 
Switching of the radio spotlight 


|in the direction of authors was giv- 


en impetus by the success of the 
| Sherlock Holmes, Kipling, Edgar 
Wallace and O. Henry series. 

| If the name writer trend makes 


marked headway in broadcasting 


one problem that will have to be 
jthrashed out is the question of 
which party is to retain the pub- 
lishing and screen rights to the 
radio’ script. 

| Thomas’ Talks 

NBC has Lowell Thomas set to 


return to 


} 


for a series of 
from Nov. 1 to 


Chicago 
dates as a speaker 
| Dec. 16, 

of the 


Thomas is the Radio Voice 





‘Literary Digest.’ 

L. S. WINKS AT LAHR 
The cii-: of Ed Wynn on the air 
for Texaco has Lucky Strike nib 


| bling for Bert Lahr for a new radio 
| series. 

L. S. wants to go in more for 
con.edy, now becoming a general 


| trend. 


+ 





‘VICTOR 


OUNG— 


Musical 
Director 


American 
and) = Brunswick 
Records 
Hart, Schaffner 
& Marx, 
Hinds’ Honey 
Almond Cream, 
Crisco and 
Goodyear Tire 
Broadcasts 





Management THOMAS G. ROCKWELL 
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_ BROADCASTING 
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PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

THOMAS G. ROCKWELL 


| 
| 1776 BROADWAY 
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| GLORIFYING the ¢ POPULAR SONG 


Program 


LUMBIA;COAST-TO-COAST NETWORK 


tO 70 10:15 E.S.7. 
(DIRECTION 


WED. SAT. 
PERSONAL 






















ADA BROWN 


THE CHARACTERISTIC BLUES SINGER IN SOUTHERN SYNCOPATION 
RKO PALACE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (MAY 7) 


Direction MARTY FORKINS 


Did You Hear Me on Arthur Barton’s New York Amusement Hour Over WMCA Last Night (Monday, May 9) at 5:30? 
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Reduction of Sheet Music to 20c 
Another Move to Pep Up Music Biz 


Music publishers will again re ever before. All publishing offices 
duce their scale for sheet music in | 4vTe cut to the tone in all direc- 
, tions and ‘haven’t much expense. | 
ar ittempt to increase bulk sales, | : , are ¢ ‘ 
In all ways expenses now are at a 
according to indications. Publish-| minimum and can't compare with 
ers are now talking of adopting a/|the nut of operating a music firm 
121sc wholesale price on sheet mu- | five or 10 years ago. 
sic for 20c retaining. The retail | Overheads Less 
price will be stamped on all the| Also advanced as a reason why 
title pages so that it cannot be sold | price of sheet music should be cut 
above the list price. is that practically everything else 
The industry views this as the/|in the country has come down in 


only way the publishers can restore 
sheet music profits. It is estimated 
that with a 20c retail price twice 
as many copies may be sold as the 
While 


——————————————————e 


price, including commodities, hence 
sheet musie,; which is a luxury, 
is taking it on the chin by insisting 
on top prices. 

When last 


the publishers 


market is absorbing now. year 

the publishers may not make as |tried the price cutting experiment, 
much profit per copy sold as cur- |it flopped, with original prices re- 
rently, they expect to more than | stored afer some months, but the 
make up for this in bulk sales. | reason for the flop was said to be 
Syndicate stores, declare the pub- | because the cut wasn’t severe 
lishers, also endorse the 20 retail | enough. Furthermore many music 
price. | dealers insisted upon retaining 30- 


Publishers concur that music can 
be ptblished for 124%4c now with 
more convenience and profit than 


35c prices and make the additional 
margin of profit through the pub- 
lishers wholesale cut to 161%4¢. 
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RADIO, DANCE\ aad/ TALKIE HET: 


“LAFFIN AT THE FUNNIES” 
“LIGHTS OF PARIS” 


“ALL THE WORLD WILL SMILE 
AGAIN, AFTER TOMORROW” 


“LADY OF SPAIN” 
“MY WORLD BEGINS AND ENDS 
WITH YOU’ 

“LOOK, HERE COMES A 
RAINBOW” 
PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
158-160 West 45th St., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 
“LULLABY OF THE 
LEAVES” 
“GOSH DARN” 
“IN MY HIDEAWAY” 
“WHY CAN'T THIS GO 

ON FOREVER” ? 


(WALTZ) 


1607 Broadway, New York 





Some Break | 


When he opens a Long |}} 
Seach spot this summer Al 
Goldman will endeavor to re- 
establish the couvert charge 
idea through a new wrinkle. 
! 
' 


For $1 couvert, ali the gin- 


ger ale and mineral water 
wanted goes with it. That 
means $2 a couple and con- 
sidering that the splits cost 


the house 4c a crack, it sounds 
like a break for the peasants 
who otherwise are tapped $1 a | 
copy. | 

















HARMS’ HITS 


WHAT A LIFE 
GOT A DATE WITH AN ANGEL 


1 LOVE TO SEE THE EVENIN’ 
SUN GO DOWN 


MOONLIGHT FOR TWO 
DEEP IN YOUR EYES 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
1657 Broadway, New York 


“I've Got the Words—I’ve Got 
the Tune 


HUMMIN’ TO MYSELF” 
“HELLO, SWEETHEART, HELLO” 
“YOU'RE THE ONE 
(You Beautiful Son-of-a-Gun)” 
“EVERYTIME MY HEART BEATS” 


“STOP THE SUN, STOP THE MOON 
My Man’s Gone” 


“WHEN YOU’R GETTIN’ ALONG 
WITH YOUR GAL” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN | 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 








Announcing three new songs by the 
distingui:hed American composer 
NEIL MORET (Charles Daniels). 


‘Thank You for the Evening’ 
‘Give Her a Kiss for Me’ 
‘It Might Have Been You’ 


All professional material now ready. 
American popular music is standard 
for the world. 
SING SONGS BY AMERICAN 
COMPOSERS 


Marks’ Big Four 
TOM THUMB’S DRUM 








MARKS 
MILLER MUSIC, Inc. |) wee | 5 S@ a. | Mou 
62 West 45th St.—Vanderbilt 3-3035 46th St. Hits 
New York City | U S | a 


MARTA 
WAITIN’ FOR THE MOON 


MAMA DON’T WANT NO PEAS 
AN’ RICE AN’ COCOANUT OIL 














co., 
INC. 


Shapiro, Bernstein 


“ONE DAY IN MAY” 


“LAWD, YOU MADE THE 
NIGHT TOO LONG” 


“If | Ever Meet THE GIRL 
OF MY DREAMS” 


“LONESOME MELODY” 


“TAKE A PICTURE OF THE 
MOON” 





Capitol Theatre Building 
COR. BROADWAY & 51ST STREET 
NEW YORK 


Remick Hits 


“WHISTLE AND BLOW YOUR 
BLUES AWAY” 





“CAN'T WE TALK IT OVER?” 





“WHERE THE LILIES OF THE 
VALLEY GROW” 


“LITTLE OLD CHURCH IN 
THE VALLEY” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 














Witmarks-Hitmarks 
“Too Many Tears” 


“| Send My Love with 
These Roses” 


“How Can You Say No?” 


“My Extraordinary Gal” 
“Sleep Come On and Take Me” 
“Fools in Love” 

“Let That Be a Lesson to You” 


OLMAN Music Corp. 


745-7th Ave., New York 

















“By a Rippling Stream” 
“Was That the Human 


Kayser at Play-Mor 
Chicago, May 9. 


VICTOR SUES IT WITH 
FLOWERS TO LOMBARDO 


Victors tribute to Guy 
bardo’s band the night the orches- 


Lom- 


tra leader held a ‘closing’ party at 


the toosevelt hotel, Wednesday 
(4), was in the nature of a sum- 
mons. When Lombardo came over | 


to inspect a laurel wreath of flowers 
one of the 
tribute 
the 
Victor's 


cent by friends, boys 


who carted in the flowery 


presented a summons to or- 


chestra leader with com- 


pliments. 

Victor’s action against Lombardo 
is for breach of contract under the 
leader’s recording contract with 
Brunswick. Victor, according to 
report, alleges that it has a verbal 
agreement with Lombardo, prior to 
the latter’s Brunswick contract this 
fall, whereby Lombardo was to 
record for them. Lombardo failed 
to live up to this agreement, avers 
Victor, and instead signed with 
Brunswick. 





Yellen Alone 


Charlie Warren and Bernie Pol- 
lock will shortly sever connections 
with Jack Yellen Music. Both have 
an interest in the firm. 

Yellen intends to make a com- 
plete change of personnel. Until 





he does, the firm will be a one man 





outfit, with only Yellen at the 
helm. 

Pancho Set 
Pancho’s’ orchestra has been 


booked by CBS to open at the At- 
lantic Beach Club, Long Beach, 
May 28. Pancho is currently at the 
El Garron Club, New York. 

Band is in for 15 weeks. 





KORNHEISER’S WAYNE SONG 


Mabel Wayne's first song since 
her Feist contract terminated, ‘Song 
That Broke My Heart,’ is being 
published by Phil Kornheiser. Miss 
Wayne went under contract to 
Feist for three years as a Korn- 
heiser protegee when the latter was 




















Kayser’ band succeeds 
Specht at the Play-Mor cafe Wed- 
nesday (11). Specht was in and out 


Jos 


Thing to Do?” 


M. WITMARK & SONS} 
1657 Broadway, New York | 














lly straightened out. 


Paul | 


of the place due to a financial jam 
with the union which was eventu- | two weeks preceding the Pavillon 


Night Club Reviews 





WALDORF-ASTORIA 


(Empire Room) 


New York, May 7. 
One of the most pleasant dance- 


eateries around, but limited in its 
patronage. Russ Columbo and a 
band originally opened this spot, 
NBC booked, during the fall. That 
the booking was a mistake, inas- 
much as the debs. didn’t flock 
around the much-publicized radio 


baritone as expected, was realized 
later. Jack Denny’s orchestra was 
then called in from Montreal to 
succeed Columbo. 

Physically the Empire Room is a 
beautiful spot as to table arrange- 
ments, dance floor, architecture and 
luxurious trimmings. It hasn’t an 
unusually large seating capacity. 

Business has commenced to pick 


up, due to the ban on informal 
diners being lifted, although the 
majority of the patro age still 
come formal. However, the all- 


formal rule, in effect until a month 
ago, limited the draw and hurt biz. 
Spot is doing well now, and will 
most likely keep up a fair pace 
until next month, when the roof 
will be opened. Whether Denny 
will shift to the roof is unsettled. 

Supper dances were eliminated 
two weeks ago because of the lack 
o attendance. Dinners now are 
getting quite a substantial attend- 
ance, 

No couvert, but listed menu prices 
bullish, 


WOODMANSTEN INN 


Pelham, N. Y., May 5. 
roadhouse opening around 
New York was Russ Colombo’s at 
the Joe Pani Woodmansten Inn, 
now under Christo (John and Chris- 
to) management. John Steinberg of 
the team will operate down the road 
at Lynbrook on Merrick road when 
Pavillion Royal reopens with Smith 


First 


Ballew, another radio artist, al- 
though lacking the distinction of 
Columbo. 

Latter, since comparisons have 


been started, was more fortunate 
than his confrere, Buddy Rogers, in 
assembling a dance orchestra. Both 
are essential non-maestros, but 
merely personality baton wavers. 
Both, too, are NBC-sponsored, but 
Columbo has seen to it that his 
dance band produces music that’s 
dance-inspiring. 

Turnout here was an unusually 
gala affair, coupled first with the 
novelty of the premiere roadhouse 
opening plus the Columbo rep. Jack 
Osterman as the voluntary m.c, did 
so well that he was signed to stay 
indef, at least on the week-ends and 
possibly all through the season ii 
the gross permits. 

He pulled a funny stunt by get- 
ting almost all the maestros around 
town, who were present, to combine 
into an all-bandleaders’ band, and 
cracked: ‘Now all of you play the 
tune on which you're cut in.’ 


Carmen Lombardo, Abe Lyman, 
Freddie Rich, Joe Moss, Joe Venuti, 
Smith Ballew, B. A. Rolfe and oth- 
ers doing their stuff in ensemble. 
Columbo himself is a cinch with 
the vocal style into a mike which 





It was a swell flash with Guy and 


been a memory for the past yeap 
anc a half as far as dance orches. 
tras are concerned. 


As for his band he is going back 
a little in that he doesn’t use any 
strings. For a cafe band to get 
along without strings is quite a de. 
parture. The band is very color. 
ful playing a number of instrumen. 
tal combinations and should prove 
okay. 


For the opening show, Tamara is 
the principal act and pleased with 
her tunes and manner. Other turn 
is a ballroom duo, Clifford ana 
Wayne. They pleased. George Ray 
opened with some vocals. He also 
sings with the band. Is known 
locally for his radio act, ‘The Early 
Birds,’ Lee. 





Song Bootlegger Is 
Jailed in Buffalo 


Buffalo, May 9. 
George Price, 22, of Leynor, §, 
C. (not Georgie Price, the perform. 
er), was sentenced to 60 days last 
week for unlawfully selling pamph- 
lets containing the lyrics of ‘Was 
That the Human Thing to Do.’ 
Charge, made by the local rep- 
resentative of the American Society 
of Authors and Composers, the 
first of its kind sworn out here in 
several years. It is the beginning 
of a local drive to halt bootlegging’ 
of song hits. Pamphlets were pur- 
chased by Price for three cents and 
sold on the streets for a dime. 


Osterman’s Week-Ends 


is 





Following his extemporaneous 
‘opening’ with Russ Columbo and 
his orchestra at Woodmansten 


Inn, the management engaged Jack 
Osterman as m.c. for Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

The comedian may also stay indef 


the gross, with the past weekend 
as a tryout test. 

Osterman is counting on that 
NBC wire into the Christo-Pani 
roadhouse as another. asset in 
working with Columbo as a cafe 
team. 


SPITALNY’S 55 
Cleveland, May 9. 
Kight day opera festival will be 
held here early June in the city’s 





outdoor stadium for the second 
year. 
Maurice Spitalny, leader of the 


RKO-Palace’s pit orchestra, has 
been awarded a contract to supply 
55 musicians. 





DeSYLVA’S ENGLISH TUNE 

‘Jolly Good Company,’ English 
tune published by Campbell & Cone 
nelly, has been secured by DeSylva 
for American release. 

Song is George Olsen’s theme on 























throughout the week, depending on. 
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‘ u ith that firm. made him famous. He’s also a good a Re “ame. a 
moe aimee ik. Y. ‘Mirror’ radio mixer, which is the right idea, as the Canada Dry NBC program Frunsw 
columnist, wrote the lyrics to Miss | it’s not essential he stay put on the having an 
< Fo yi . rostrum to wave his stick. Ali Joy’ $1 750 recording 
Wayne's tune. No couvert, but a $2 minimum ice Oy #1, Names suc 
check week days and $3 per person Alice Joy is set for two weeks 7 Singin’ &: 
minimum on Saturdays, in line with|the Forest club, New Orleans, @ : 
HEATH QUITS the current standards. That means | $1,750 a week. e Lous 
Chicago, May 9. Columbo, who is said to be in at a F No cont 
A. J. Heath, district manager for | flat figure of $2,500, must draw|* — 
many years with Columbia pho- mri | - =e the management any as. Rhyth Publishe 
nograph and radio, has handed in | SOF’ OF break. Roving c Promote s 
his resignation, effective at the end The Osterman addition makes it ae Ont restr onie that the g 
perfect as Columbo is the better and Hi ppy Harmiule i 
of this month. crooner -than m.c Abel jispensing ane. ne according] 
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an independent basis. ROOSEVELT GRILL and, st, ty ete? attempt to 
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HERE AND THERE Following Guy Lombardo’s or- oTHE yorce CHOIR - you . ‘My Sile 
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Eddie Elkins’ orchestra placea| Chestra is up against a tough good WISH Try’ RY are by Ed. 
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Brunswick and American records. toliewhie.” pumechaliy pot Pe pos od ag a 
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— comparative newcomer as far as oRPORA. yncopat 
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rector for ‘There You Are,’ Hyman|#lthough bearing a _ reputation Lad 199 seve Ew yorR E. B. M 
Adler's legit musical. through long association with the | 1@€€ by Herbie 
Clicquot Club broadcasts on NBC. —= Organ h 
Big handicap is the approaching !— = " sean) old 
Noble Sissle opens at the Park} warm weather. Roosevelt Grill has' 10 Y in St. Louis Rest 
Central roof, New York, May 20.! no cooling system, nor has the hotel oe a ~ “Pa aft 
He closed in the grill May 7 and is|@ roof garden to open within the Re I L T 0 Be Vorld Al 
filling in with vaude dates. . next few weeks. Reser is in for ch 
ae two months, NBC booked. Ss L a] s sy E RK | Suggestj 
‘ ‘ Reser opened to a mob of notables Society zi 
John Wolohan’s orchestra into the | invited by NBC. It may be the big- SOLO ORGANIST = ‘ y o 
newly re-opened -Trianon ballroom, | gest crowd the Roosevelt will see Publix-Ambassador Theatre Ser. of th 
|} San Francisco, after two years at! until the next opening. ST. LOUIS, MO. ne favor 
El Patio. ea at —— merica 
—— =— 
| 
Joe Moss’ orchestra into the Hotel | BLOSSOM HEATH THANKING MY BROTHER Sex the a 
Pierre roof, New York, May 24, for | Detroit, May 6. Should be 
the summer. This roadhouse, located outside JOE DUBIN oath and ‘Rain 
nee | ihe city, has been for years the for His Corking Dance oumagna 
Smith Ballew opened Sunday (5) en oe taboo’ dines “ae eens of “HOW CAN YOU SAY NO- 
at the Summit Club, Baltimore, for) pile millionaires and bids fair to | AL DUBIN 
| continue. : 
| Royal, Long Island, engagement. | Gerald Mark and his band have ae Tarn out .< 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


On instructions from Lew Leslie, producer of ‘Clowns In Clover,’ a 





revamped yersion of ‘International Revue’ opening June 6 in Chicago, 
Robbins Music Corp. will not publish the sheet music nor release a dance 
orchestration of any of the show’s tunes until the show is well under 


Leslie believes this will protect his property. 


way. 

Contention among musical producers has been that the over-popular- 
fzation of the tunes has too often counted against the boxoffice. Rathe) 
than risk scratchyorchestrations being made from purchased copies of 


the sheet music, the latter will not be merchanized until the proper time 
This is an elaboration of Jerome Kern's rule. No Kern tune is orches- 


trated for radio or dance performance until the shows are well under wa} 


What happens, however, as with ‘Who’ from ‘Sunny,’ the sheet music 
is used as a means for the enterprising maestros to make their own 
orchestrations. Kern was paralyzed one time to hear ‘Who’ played in 


a smart nite club the same week his show opened, in this case the | 
arrangement having been scored from memory. 


Robbins’ publication of ‘Lazy Day, an English copyright by 


Prowse, reminds of a film with its many credits for rewriting and adap- 
tation. Originally by Earl Martin (lyrics) and George Prosford (English | 
melody), the American melody was rewritten by Grace LeBoy-Kahn and 
the American lyric, a completely nuw idea, is by Gus Kahn, her husband. 

Robbins did the same thing in a milder degree with Jimmy Campbell 
and Reg Connelly’s ‘Goodnight Sweetheart,’ English song hit which 
Rudy Vallee reconstructed for American consumption and for which he | 
(Vallee) received a small royalty. 


Keith- | 
| 
| 


Charges that the Canadian Performing Rights Society was 
claiming copyrights on works of Beethoven, Mozart, Chopin, 
and Handel, composers dead more than a century, are made by Justice 
Ewing, Royal Commissioner, investigating the use of copyrights by radio 
stations. Compiled in Toronto, more than 1,250,000 musical pieces were 
alleged to be-controlled by copyright by this body. Copyrights expired | 
50 years after the death of the composers, it was »ointed out, but it was | 


' 
indirectly | 
Schubert | 


‘claimed that works copyrighted were not the originals but orchestral | 


rearrangements. 

S. B. Woods, defense counsel for the radio stations, suggested a drastic 
reduction in the fees exacted by the Canadian Performing Rights Society 
for broadcasting copyrighted music; that the society had not been oper- 
ated in the best interests of the public: and it had not observed the 
statute requiring the filing at Ottawa of lists of works in current use 
controlled by it. | 

' 


the first three months of ‘32 it | 


Robbins Music Corp. states that in 
exceeded the similar period in 1931, all the more marked in that it | 
doesn’t include the benefit of the American Society’s money. Robbins | 
has refused to accept the society's checks for D classification and has 
retained Julian T. Abeles to sue for alleged discrimination. | 

Robbins has been promised reestablishment into A class, but insists on | 
two past quarters being paid at the rate of $8,000 for Class A publishers. 
The society only offers D monéy for these two quarters and Class A 
commencing with the new quarter dividend, 
| 


The Roger Wolfe Kahn-Hannah Williams (Williams Sisters) split-up | 
Was as much a surprise to the from-riches-to-jazz maestro as to others. 
Young Kahn had only expressed himself a@ week ago, to intimates, that | 
if things didn’t break propitiously for his radio-band comeback, he | 
would go abroad with his wife and continue their European honeymoon | 
as it ‘was just as cheap to live there as here.’ | 

Kahn had also stated incidentally that: ‘The nice thing about my | 
family is that they don’t plot our marriages or our careers.’ 





Jack Osterman, as m.c. of Russ Columbo's Woodmansten opening, paid 
tribute to the inveterate check-grabbers of such openings, the music 
publishers and song pluggers. They're the ones who pay all the time, | 
said Osterman. 

All very true in the past week with not only openings but closings as 
gala occasions. Guy Lombardo’s farewell at the hotel Roosevelt followed 
Don Bestor’s opening at the hotel New Yorker. The next day Harry 
Reser opened under NBC auspices. It was the same night that Columbo | 
premiered at the roadhouse, causing the music men to bicycle between | 
both spots and created comment. | 

———- | 


FRrunswick, for a time No. 3 to Victor and Columbia, now is reported | 
having an edge on record sales due chiefly to the strength of Brunswick's 
recording artists. These include some of the most important radio | 
names such as the Mills Bros., Boswell Sisters, Abe Lyman, Bing Crosby, | 
Singin’ Sam, Isham Jones, Art Jarrett, Street Singer (Arthur Tracy), | 
Guy Lombardu and Morton Downey. 

No contracts to any, merely ‘canning’ them as the demand exists. | 





Publishers are complaining about the lack of interest in attempting to 
Promote sheet music sales by the sales girls behind counters. Claim 
that the girls take it for granted that sheet music can’t be sold and act 
accordingly. 

_ The girls allegedly merely stand behind the counters and wait for | 
Someone to pick. up the piece of shect music desired, but don’t in any way 
attempt to push the sale. 





‘My Silent Love,’ Famous Music’s latest tune, is taken from the ‘Jazz | 
Nocturne’ composed by Dana Suesse. It is the theme of the concert 
Piece which was written by the femme composer last summer. Lyrics 
are by Ed. Heyman. 

This is the second time Famous has lifted the theme of a Dana Suesse | 
eoncerto and published it as a popular number. It was Cone last year | 
with ‘Have You Forgotten?’ which melody was the theme of Miss Suesse’s 
‘Syncopated Love Song.’ 

italia | 

E. B. Marks house organ, ‘Music-World Almanac,’ published monthly 
by Herbie Marks, has begun to pay for itself. 

Organ holds a record for being the oldest of its kind. Now two years | 
Old. Rest of the house sheets formerly put out by publishers did fade- 
aways after the first few editions. Over 15,000 copies of the ‘Music- 
World Almanac’ are distributed in the U. S. and Europe monthly. 





Suggestion has been made to the Board of Directors of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers that an assistant gen. | 
mgr. of the A. S. C. A. P. be appointed. Directors received the sugges- 
tion favorably. | 

American Seeiety is execs for the berth, 


now considering music 





In the analysis of the few successful women songwriters, Ann Rone!l 
Should be included. She composed the novelty Birthday Party’ 
and ‘Rain on the Roof.” Former had been erroneously credited to Dana 
Suisse, another femme tunesmith. 


‘Baby’s 





i 


1 dependent film producers are leaning away from copyrighted music. 
; ney figate that for an ateFage of $50 they can get a song writer to 
“PR -Olt.a theme tune with no copyright string attached. 


jsented foi 


| 
; 


' script 





Industry’s Reward 





Hollywood, May 9. 
Harold Grayson, bandleader, 
engaged Granny Granierman 
to ballvyhoo his’ band. Next 
day Grannerman informed 


(Grayson that he had arranged 
2 


a swell gag with the 
paper and news-reel boys. All 
to do 


out to Selig Zoo 


news- 


‘ 


(Grayson has was to take 


his orchestra 
nd be photographed playing 


a number in a eage with 15 
fired Gra 


srayson nnerman. 











Soc. Takes Uniform 
Contract Matter from 


MPPA-SPA’s Hands 


A new standard uniform contract | 


between popular songwriters 


publishers was to have been 


discussion and approval 
spec ial 


Od 


directors of the American Society 


of Composers, Authors & 


yesterday (Monday) by Gene Buck. | 


ee | ‘Lousy Drummer’ Crack 


Board of Directors at a 


Friday (6), decided to adopt a res 

lution to attempt to bring peace be- 
tween popular writers and com- 
posers. It appearing that there were 
no differences between standard and 


production writers and publishers. 
Gene Buck and the gen. mgr. were 


requested by the board to prepare 


a satisfactory contract between pop | 80es to the International Executive 


writers and publishers for a fair 
relationship between both factions. 

Action of the American Society 
in deciding to handle the matter of 
a uniform contract takes the matter 
out of the hands of both the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Association 
and the Songwriters’ Protective 
Association. Both have been at 
loggerheads over the proposed 
agreement for months. It was at 
the request of the S, P. A. that the 
matter was laid before the A. S. C. 
A. P. S. P. A. executive council in- 
formed the American Society that 


|it will agree to any contract which 


the Society decides upon for pub- 
lishers and tunesmiths. 

Over a month ago, the M. P. P. 
A. and the S. P. A. drew up an 18 
point proposed agreement, which 
was mailed to all publishers. The 
publishers demanded certain con- 
cessions on the part of the writers 
and vice-versa, and since then a 
deadlock has prevailed. 





Without Benefit of B.O. 
Hence Chi Symph Tepid 


Chicago, May 9. 
Louis Eckstein, millionaire sum- 
mer opera backer here, has offered 
Ravinia Park to the Chicago Sym- 
phony Orchestra this summer. Oth- 
erwise Eckstein proposes to build 





a fence around the grounds and use | 


it for his personal convenience. 

Symphony bunch may not accept 
as Echstein's altruistic gesture did 
not include any responsibility of 
the boxoffice. 


. . 
Gillespie-Grofe Split 
Jimmy Gillespie and Ferde Grofe 
whom he took under his manage- 
ment recently, have mutually agreed 
to split, Plan was for Pau! White- 
man’s former arranger to conduct 
his own band but’ understood 
Grofe now proposes to devote most 


'of his time to composing. 


Gillespie is working on a picture 
which may take him to the 
Coast this summer. 


SYMPH’S NEW DEAL 


May 9. 


lec. 


Chicago, 
symphony ore 
look brighter, 
reconsidering 


of a 
next year 
Petrillo 


Chances 
tra here 


with Jimmy 


eertain adjustments in wores 
which have been holding up nego- 
| tiation :. 

Symphony organization has al- 


| most 100 men, representing a week - 


and 
im- 


ly payroll of between $7,000 
$8,000. It is expected that the n 


her of musicians will be cut. 





Coslow-Johnson Cecllab 
Hollywood, Ma 9. 


Johnsen. 
First song written together vy the 
pair sinee theia Jore 


Chance’ last year. 


suceessful ‘One 


meeting of the board of 


pre- | 


Publishers | 


js catalog 


Radio Won't Pay Equitable Share 
For Seng Use, Publishers Plaint: 


An Explanation for ‘By Permission 





— ~+ 
pe 
AGER-WRIGHT Radio is the song octopus 
a ») song aiter song ne 
Firms Renew for Foreign Rights t 3; to make econon res- 
After Suit Threat : 
Y That's the plaint of ‘ 
. ‘ ru t Nn tine wuse 1) 
Lite. nee ating \ ( ' 
& Connelly for the Europe: equiabie consideratior to tie n 
to their 1932 catalog, Ager, Yellen business, A music man’s ex- 
& Bornstein renewed with TLaw »] tion of tior ec it 
rence Wright when the latter firm s follows: 
| threatened suit if a contract was | When you think that a half a 
|} entered into with any other foreign ; 
| publisher, dozen publishers on Broadway cre- 
When Ager's contract with | ate music for all the dancing world, 
and } Wright expired Ager began nego- | it’s a pity when you also mention 
itiations with Campbell-Connelly. !, , 3 : 
“fr : eg how often this same half dozen has 
|; Wright threatened action, claiming | 
that Ager held back the publication | ‘© Worry about meeting their print- 
of its songs lor the entire world we 


Auf Wiedersehen’ and ng bills 


‘Sine a New Song so that Wright turn out 


something which we have 


| wouldn't get them P 
to give away in orchestration form 
jin order to get it played, and yet 
million dollar enterprises like radio 
little consideration. 

“They play our wares to death so 


Starts Orchestra Row 3 wnere it was tormeriy an av- 


rive us 


| ticle of merchandise it’s now a drug 


_ 


aon 'on the market. 


Mochester, N. Y., May 9. ‘We can't feed radio fast enoug'.. 
Internal fight in Loew's Rochester | The advertiser who might be con- 
theatre orchestra and the Rochester | siderate of our situation really 
Musicians’ Protective Association | doesn't know what we're up 
'egzeinst; in a measure the adver- 


not to be blamed. 
take NBC for example. Tle 


tiser is 


Board of the American Federation | 
‘But 


of Musicians. ' 


Battle started when Ken Whit- National Broadcasting Co. lost al- 
mer, orchestra leader, told the the- | most $1,000,000 trying to put over 
atre management the drummer's | its own music publishing companies 
tempo was ‘lousy.’ Remark em- |in their deals with Leo Feist, Ca*l 
broiled the entire orchestra an | Fischer and Davis, Coots & Engel, 
union, resulting in $700 fines on | didn’t they? They finally had to 
Whitmer and eight members of the | turn them back to save themselves 
orchestra who defended him. Whit- | against further losses. So they 

they don’t know what it 


mer’s fine of $300 later was reduced can't say 


to $75. Whi‘rrer’s orchestra men/| costs the publisher and the song- 
are carrying their $50 fines to the! writer. 
national body. The Writer 

} 





‘Where will they get their mu- 
sic, the very backbone of their pro- 


. 
NAB S Counter Proposal | grams, if they don’t give a thought 
On Fees Due May 16 | to the writer? How’s the writer to 


|; live, sales being what they are, ail 

Committee of the National Asso- | because of radio? Radio knows thai 
ciation of Breadcasters will make ® | once a song has hit its peak as a 
counter proposal on the proposcd | Plug on the air, it’s dead. In the 
increase in radio license fees by | Dast, the momentum was good for 
the American Society of Composers, | two or three months after the peak, 
Authors & Publishers on May 16. but how are people expected to buy 





Meeting between the A.S.C.A.P. | music when it’s played and sung 
and N.A.B. scheduled for Wedne;- | at them from morning till night. 
day (4), Was postponed uni) | Yet, if we don't concentrate these 
May 16. |; plugs what little market is left wi! 


O. R. Schuette of Washington has ; be divided up, so it’s just as bac. 
been appointed chairman of the It's cither a question of selling « 
N.A.B’s committee to negotiate | hit to the extent of 200,000 copies 
with the American Society over the | $ross or selling four moderate sons - 
proposed increase, | at 50,000 copies each. 

— |} “Those senators who are spokes- 


Miller’s Foreign Deal tere: 


for the radio and picture in- 
Miller Music has sold the foreign 


;terests in Washington—what do 
| they know about our struggles? Or 
' ‘ 
jrights for France and England to 
for the year beginning 


| what do they care? Someone ought 
|} March 1, 1932, to Campbell & Con- 








to tell them why we have to insis‘ 
on phrases such as ‘by special per- 
mission of the copyright owner.’ A 


| nelly. Contract is retroactive and newspaper in Chicago razzed us for 
eo C-C all Miller songs publishe 1 thet. But they don't know that 
individually to Keith-Prowse. so") that's our sole means of makin: 
S . “ ' : the people conscious of our prop- 
Show tunes are included in te’ erty rights: that at least there is 
deal. 'such a thing as a copyright. It's 


| the one means for a slight wedge 


$1,500 FOR ‘BAHAMA’ we have whenever a program want: 
Mahama Mama’ the Goembay to broadcast a restricted numter 
tune written by Wolfe Gilbert and We 
Charles Lofthouse and published 
three weeks ago by Wolfe Gilber’, 


; such as a show tune. make 
this concession providing they als» 


accord some lesser tune of the 





j} has been purchased by Shapiroe- 
| Bernstein. Protection of Rights 
| S-B advanced the writers $1,500 ‘Just see how fast RCA would 


} 


| 
| 


; sailed for 


| 
} 
| 


| sicians’ 


Wrnone Gibson will sing a new 
tune in ‘The Challenger’ at Para-| 
mount It's ‘Everyone Knows !t But 

i You, by Sam Coslow and /rthur 


i 
i 
' 


for the tune and re-imbursed Gil- 
bert for all expenditures. Lofthouse 

home in the 
(Rk). 


hop on you if you tried to mann- 
facture radio tubes which infringr 
Bahamas!on its patent rights. But as fer 
copyright ownership rights—t}) 

laugh at us, seemingly. That's b - 


Hollywood Bowl’s Pact | cause patent rights have always 


} 
} 
| 
‘ee firm's catalog a plug. 
| 
{ 


Saturday 


received greater protection tha, 
copyright rights. 

The basic system for protection 
: ; of a musical copyright seems to b- 
Pow! association for the coming sea - | wrong in pete ag é In A ta nee Sake 
son will . : Playing! wngland, for 50 years, the Frene) 
seven weeks at the regular scale and! performing Rights Society. or 
the eighth week gratis. Authors & Compose rs Ss 


liollywood, May 9%. 
agreement between the mu- 
union the Hollywood 


New 
and 


—— 


have the orchestra 


} = ag 
British 


There will be two extra conceyts| |. 
. | ciety have been able to do the rich 
at the end of the season with the} , ae. ; 
. |thing for the songwriter and th» 
receipts split between the orchesira} an F > 
Ms ces? etn music publisher. But not he 
} and the Bow! association, and 10 e :-} > 
| F . ; -_ . | Abroad, let a cafe or a restaul 
tra free rehearsals allowed hy te P 
union fepen its doors, and with its over- 
iit) . 
head immediately goes a 5 pe 
: forming rights’ fee on the 
Dick Arnold's Promotion busine where n fe 
San Francisco J " tion. 

With Robbin removing jts J But ower herve the roadcastes 
Angeles representative, Diek Arne 4 run million dollar enterprises 
located jer woeome Paecj ‘*o ¢' think thes’ré ining 1 a favor 
represe ntative fol hve je rm play a fons 04 the air.’ 


i 
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Little Symphony on WOR, 
CBS leader, placed fifth for 
Other three winners 
second, $2,500; Carl Eppert, 


$500. 


A former 
tioned by 


ments. 


Austin is 
Wednesday. 


dates. 


oe ——__— 


(Continued from pag 
won first prize, 


are Max Wald, 
Milwaukee, 


CBS orchestra leader and his large orchestra were 
an NBC account and rejected 
Last week the successful orchestra 
quested the leader turned down to help fix up his iastrumental arrange- 


Only artists on the air who signatures a personal greeting, 


Inside Stuff—Radio 





ge 58) 


$5,000, and Nicolai Birezowski, 


of Richfield, IL., 
third, 


currently in Paris, 
$1,250, and Florence Gran- 


land Galaikain, of May wood, IIl., fourth, $750. 

Russ Columbo’s band will be the second NBC band to broadcast over 
WOR, indie station, as well as the NBC outlet Buddy Rogers, at the | 
Pennsylvania Hotel, was the first NBC band to get this indie station in 
addition to his NBC time. 

Columbo is currently on WEAF six times weekly from the Wood- 
mansten Inn at 11 p. m. Baritone and his band will. get WOR once or 
twice weekly for dinner hour periods. 

NBC gave Rogers WOR because it had no open dinner time periods 
and the Penn management wanted to get to the listeners «bout that 
time. 


audi- 
in favor of another orchestra. 
leader who got the contract re- 


and allowed 


to do it, is John Charles Thomas. Singer winds up his broadcasts by 
saying, ‘Good night, mother.’ 

Mrs. Thomas listens to all of her son’s broadcasts. 

One ad agency was extraordinarily hit by the seasonal easing-off of 
radio contracts over the summer. So happened that the majority of 
the major programs deciding to restrict ethereal exploitation to the 
cooler months are clients of this one firm. 


Gene Austin’s air comeback via NBC in Chicago is on a gratis basis. 
on WMAQ on Tuesday 
He receives no salary from NBC for either of his three air 


and Thurs@ay and on WLS on 





U. S. Overseas 


(Continued from page 15) 
Spanish speaking countries. Few of 
these will be versions, most orig- 
inals with the one’market in view. 
This company has had more success 
with Spanish language films in 
South America ir the past couple 
years than any other American 
company. 
For Europe Columbia is arrang- 
ing dubbing in France and Germany. 
A French company will handle the 
French dubbing, a German Col. 
subsid will do the Teuton dubs. In 
England Columbia’s product is re- 
leased by United Artists which uses 
its own judgment as to what is ad- 
visable. In Italy the product is 
handled by an Italian company, 
which dubs, or uses a simple sound 
track without dialog as thought ad- 
visable. 

U’s Handled Abroad 
Universal is another company 
that prefers handling European 
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countries separately. It has tieups 
with French and German companies 
for those territories. Number of 
European straight shots are made 
by these companies for U distribu- 
tion, as well as a number of dubbed 
versions. 

All U dubs are made within the 
boundaries of the countries in- 
volved. Company is, however, recon- 
noitering, and last week sent Paul 
Kohner abroad to get up a report 
on advisable future activity, In 
England Universal buys quota pic- 
tures on the open market and Span- 
ish talking countries get super-im- 
posed titles. 

Originals for U. A. 


United Artists is arranging to 
order about half a dozen German 
and French originals made in those 
countries. These will be supple- 
mented by superimposed titled Hol- 
lywood product. Possibly a few 
dubs will be ordered, and if made, 
will be made abroad in the coun- 
tries for which they are intended. 


In England U. A. buys quota films 
from independent producers on the 
open market. Spain gets superim- 
posed titles, plus an occasional 
direct shot Spanish talker bought 
by U. A, (after indie production) 
for distribution in those countries 
only. U. A. is hampered in preparing 
general foreign decisions by the 
fact that the various companies and 
actors involved in making U. A. 
pictures have their own opinions and 
each wants to be considered sepa- 
rately. In South America a deal 
will be concluded within a few 
weeks, probably, for U. A. and Co- 
lumbia to distribute jointly. Deal 
has been pending for months, but 
is now reaching the signatory point. 


Fox announced several weeks ago 
that it would employ only superim- 
posed titles for all European mar- 
kets, using 40 of its 48 projected 
pictures that way. That plan has 
now been” shelved, with some 
foreign dubbing and direct shots 
made abroad likely. 

No definite decision, program or 
activity will be forthcoming for 
about three weeks, or at the end 
of the Fox convention about May 
15. Fox has had fair success with 
a couple of direct shot Spanish ver- 
sions, but is temporarily off them. 
British quota picture situation also 
is not defined yet. 

Warner’s current idea is a bull 
rush on European production. Jack 
Warner during a recent European 
trip arranged for a number of pro- 
ductions to be made by Warner in 
London and also for some producing 
in France, 

Company has a deal with Braun- 
berger-Richebe for use of its 
studios for French production. De- 
tails are now being straightened 
out, with a production schedule 











ares not yet finished. 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 





Alley-Oop Kids 





(Continued from page 1) 


lack of ability accounts for about 20 
dropouts. Other 40 eventually grad- 
uate. 

It takes about two years to de- 


velop ar acrobat to proficiency on 
flying, casting, reverse flying, high 
trap and bar work. In order that 
he may be profitaple tg the school, 
which later sends him out as a 
member of one of their acts, the 
acrobat must be able to do all types 
of ground and high work. 


Schaller builds his acts for fairs. 
Sometimes they do a little stage 
work but .the big money is in out- 
door exhibitions. Schaller has eight 
trucks which leave here in May, go 
all the way east playing fairs and 
parks and return in the fall. 
Trucks each average 20,000 miles 
yearly. Last season one truck got 
as far east as St. John, N. B. An- 
other stuck at Steel Pier at Atlan- 
tic City for two months. Others 
dubbed around the country from 
fair to park and back to fair again. 


Girl Acrobats 


Most of the kids in the school 
are about i8 years old. They are 
not accepted until they have passed 
the high school age. Of the 40 
about 15 are girls. All spend on 
an average of six hours daily in 
the riggings. 

They have no boss. 30th Schal- 
ler and Vess allow them to do what 
they like best. If a, youngster 
shows aptitude for catching he’s 
allowed to specialize on that end, 
but is not permitted to sluff the 
other stuff. All girls go for the 
return flying acts. No one knows 
why. 

School is outdoors which make 
it tough for the kids but makes 
them better acrobats. Outdoors, 
when they are high; and one rig- 
ging goes up 112 feet, there is 
nothing for them to focus on and 
judge their balance. They have to 
develop that themselves. Once de- 
veloped they can work anywhere 
and are usually more adept in their 
work thar indoor trained acrobats. 


All are started on ground work, 
but before they are in the school 
many days they are sent up on the 
112-foot rigging. That’s to develop 
their nerve. After they get up 
there they do nothing for a week 
but sit and look around. That’s 
enough, but it gets them used to 
height. Gradually they are given 
simple routines such as elementary 
bar work. Currently, four girls 
are working on the 112, None is 
over 18 years old. 


Neither Schaller or Vess like to 
have their pupils visit the circus. 
The youngsters get too ambitious 
and ccme back to the school the 
following day with suicide in their 
makeup. They’ve got to be held 
down When the Barnes show 
played here one of the kids saw 
Irene Ward doing a triple to her 
catcher. The kid came back with 
ideas and is now doing three and 
one-half to one of his pals and 
looks like a budding sensation. 
Matriculation 


To become acrobats costs the 
youngsters nothing. If they are 
avid to enter the profession, they 
hang around the school daily until 
they get a chance to do something 
or are invited inside. Schaller and 
Vess know every kid who is a 
camp follower. That’s where their 
material is picked from. After a 
youngster hangs onto the fence for 
five months, he’s invited in. Then 
if his parents okay him, he goes 
into training. From then on its up 
to him. 


Youngsters usually earn money in 
the summer working the fairs with 
the regular acts. Later they are 
assigned to one act as a member of 
the troupe and away they go. From 
then on they’re acrobats. 

Youngsters all call Vess ‘Pop.’ 
He’s the one who rubs on the 
arnica and watches their condition. 
Schaller takes care of the booking 
and is manager of the outfit. 

The Schaller-Vess outfits playing 
the fair and parks grossed about 
$15,000 each for the 20-week sea- 
son last year, outdoor acts still 
commandiez money for their high 
work. The turns get what the 
parks and fairs pay them with the 
exception of a commission taken 
out by Schaller and Vess. Trucks 
are owned by S-V, but are main- 
tained by the act using the truck. 





CROOKS VICE TIBBETT 
Richard Crooks, Metropolitan 
Opera singer, will replace Lawrence 
Tibbett on the NBC Firestone pe- 
riods when Tibbett’s Firestone con- 





tract expires May 394. 
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tive tongue for the German versions, but Par evident! y figures her time 
and a remake to costly for that. 





Last week the manager of a Broadway 
note from a patron which read, ‘I paid 85« 
and they jail Capone.’ 
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brief 


week, 


Organized publicity of the 
the radio and women’s clubs, 
Isles by 


institutional 
will shortly 
the Hays organization, 


category, 
be 


bringing 
introduced 


into play 
in the British 


Western Electric 
grams’ 


is extending circulation 
to all boxoffices with the WE sign 
Some 8,000 copies are being printed monthly. 


of its house organ, ‘E 


st Dle 


Richard Barthelmess’s agreement to make his third picture for 
season for nothing carries no strings with it. 
According to Warner execs there is no rider 
will be reimbursed when conditions in the 


next 


in the contract that he 
industry improve, 





Lou Bard, who operates two grinds downtown in Los Angeles, dis- 
covered the other day that for 10 years he has been legally listed as 
doing business in partnership with Joseph Berkowitz, who retired in 1922, 

It’s all right, as Berkowitz is Bard's father, but just to keep the records 
straight he has put through a notice of partnership dissolution. 





RKO's rentless 12 weeks for its theatres goes 
May 13 to be exact. It’s an annual custom for 
off on a 40 weeks basis. 

Marks a saving on the books of about $275,000 over the summer period, 


into effect this week, 
the circuit which charges 
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vincial town who has been seduced 
by a lieutenant in the garrison, and 


Promenade en Chine 


(Continued from page 29) later, «the successful ‘Hollywood 
of adventure, taking to flying. She | Star, the same girl turned blonde 
has described some of her adven-| Who vamps the same man until he 
tures in a book published in Amer-| recognizes here in the final se- 
ica by Liveright, titled ‘Mademoi- | auence. 
selle Against the World.’ Film mercifully does away with 

Sound syn" vronization was made the’ Hollywood transformation of 
in the Tobis Epinay studios by the girl, whose trip to and from the 


States covering a space of several 
years is merely indicated by lug- 
gage suitably labeled. The only se- 
quence savoring of Hollywood is a 


means of discs recorded by the girl 
in China, with sound later trans- 
ferred to film. Some French dialog 
has been added for French distribu- 


tion, with English dialog intended if | cabaret episode showing a Paris 
film goes to America. Cost of film,| Might club of such splendor that 
below $20,000, was entirely financed | there would not be enough money 


in Paris to keep it running overe- 
night. 

Pierre Blanchar, who plays oppo- 
site Madeleine Renaud, has been 
made the most of by writer and di- 
rector, and balance of cast is satis- 
factory. Mavi. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 41) 


by the girl. 

Filmization is somewhat ama- 
teurish in places, but in spots shows 
stenes never before filmed. Might 
be used in parts as background for 
features. Mari. 


Filesende Schatten 


(‘Flying Shadows’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Zietz-Gontard production, assistance Karl } 
Junghans. Worked over by Dr. Arnold 








Fanck. Management of Expedition Goesta | ,;;, ‘ : . . 5 ore 

Nordhaus. Music by Fritz Wenneis. Pho- er holas Bree Enoch Light Orch 
F oe . Leitha Hill 

tography by Hans Schneeberger, Werner Cab Calloway Orch Show Place 

3Zohne. Direction of sound and nt. a . ‘ : Sammy Walsh 

Paul Rohnstein. Sound production, Tobis-| H'llyw’d Restaur’t | sviv; 

Melofilm. Recorded on Tobis-Klangfilm. ly Sylvia Miller 


Eddie Joyce 


Ernst Udet (most famous German fiyer), Val Vesto 


Doris Eaton 


Klaus von Suchocki, Yvette Rodin, Yolly | Harriet Hilliard Kitty O’Dare 
Felsing—members of expedition. Running | Folies Bergere G'ls Sydney Hawkins 
time, 79 mins. At Ufa-Pavillon am Nol-| Frank Hazard 


Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre 


lendorf-Platz, Berlin. Dolores Ray 
3 Speeds 


Picture was shot by an expedition 


Caesar & Mimi : : 
y : Al Katz & Kittens| Rita White 
to Central Africa. Udet, a famous Village Barn 
German flyer, took part in it, and Nut Club Reilly & Comfort 
Schneeberger, Dr. Arnold Fanck’s A ng es 4 mee & Theeasoes 
‘ s y Pagan Crockett "tneera 
most skilful cameraman, produced Vie Deane Ted Faith & Kris 
photographs of utmost beauty.] Joan Sennett Emily Day 


Film is a record of Udet on his 
flight over the Mediterranean, down 
the Nile River, 


Walsh Bros 
Billie Lane 


over the Pyramids, | 4. Belle Rose 


small as toys; Luxor, and then|~ — 
pictures of inner Africa. Lions 
playing, elephants with their young 
ones, lakes covered with thousands 


Babs Perkins 

Sh’riff J’sh Medders 
B’shf'l H’k Warrea 
Teddy Black Orch 


CHICAGO 


Biue Grotto 





Dells 


. - “ Flo Whitman Henry Dunn 
of birds, sunsets on lakes, the! gana Roberts Gus Arnheim Orch 
natives in their everyday life, in] Sally Gardner Edgewater Beach 


their sacred dances, are among the 
sequences, 

Udet in his plane hunts buffaloes, 
giraffes and zebras. 

Somebody insisted on putting a 
thrill into the picture. A young girl 


Rex Griffith Hotel 
Correy Lynn Orch Irene Taylor 
Cafe De Alex Dusty Roades 
Enrico Clausi Stanley Jacobson 
De la Vega Sis Harlan Hasburg 
Maria Alverez Emil DeSotvi 
Dolores & Alfredo | Mary Jane Vance 


follows Udet all by herself in an| Sammy Guaraniello| Chas 4buir Oren 
aeroplane. She comes down, fol- Jack Waldron 
lowing the same route along the Club Alabam Lillian Barnes 


Henry Mack 
Harry Byron 
Patsy McNair 
Cecilita 


Ruby Shaw 
Jimmy Ray 
DeLira & Lolita 
Yvonne Morrow 


Nile to South Africa, and her plane 
suddenly breaks down. She crawls 
out of the wreck, natives find her 


and take her to their village. She | Ruby Abbott Ted Cook Orch 
- M Thor 
recovers and flees in the night. She Billy } Lamon Paramount Club 


Julia Gerity 

Patsy & Mickey 

Julia Lyons 

Peggy Moore 

Sid Lang Orch 
Terrace Gardea 

4 Blackouts 

Louise & Phillipe 

Florrie O'Day 

F Masters Orch 

Vanity Fair 

Joe Lewis 

Rick & Snyder 

Lulu Bates 

Vercelle Sis 

Dot Meyers 

Leo Wolf Orch 


sees lions and climbs hills and has 
many wild adventures, She is 
saved by natives. Udet gets word 
about ‘a -white woman,’ finds her 
and takes her to the camp. Ro- 
mance weakens the production. 
Magnus. 


Eddie Squisslet 
Bernie Adler 
Frank Furlett Or 


Club Ambassadeur 

Thelma & Roland 

Dorothy Norton 

Iou King 

Jean Miles 

Babe Paine 

Cobb Grain Orch 
College Inna 

Julius Tannen 

Al Williams 

Jack Bell 

LaFayette & IlaV 

Joe Sanders Orch 





Couturiere de Luneville 


(‘Dressmaker of Luneville’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, April 30. 






























Paramount Jotnville production and re- — 
— Directed by Harry Lachman. From ——— —— 
the play by Alfred Savoir. Photography by 
Rudolph Mate. Recorded Western Electric. | N I 
tunning time, 95 mins. Paramount, | DOROTHEA A EL 
Paris, April 15. 316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
Amna-Irene eeoscccccccss Madeleine Renaud | ° 
EUGENIO cccccccecegoceecesas Pierre Blanchar 
LBONIE. cocccecced ecccccecd Jeanne Fusier- Gite | The Sunshine Shoppe 
Silber. ...cccccccsevccccvced Armand Lurville New Assortment of 
Technically, especially for photo GREETING CARDS 
work, probably the finest yet out of For All Occasions 
Paramount Joinville and well re- —_ 
ceived by the public. —— a din a 
Film suffers the handicap of ee | 
being a legit adaptation for the | accorplos 
screen, with writer attempting to FACTOR 
: 4 A ‘ “ States 
insert every point he considered | in the pede oat 
worth while in the play, somewhat | te y Reeds 
slowing up tempo. | made by hand 
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Guerrini & Co. 


277-279 Columbus Av* 
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Tuesday, May 10, 1932 


OUTDOORS 


63 





VARIETY 








OBITUARY 


CARLTON COON 

Carlton Coon, part owner of the 
Coon-Sanders band, died in Chi- 
cago, May 3, of blood poisoning re- 
sulting from a dental operation. He 
necame ill, April 18, while directing 
the orchestra in Chicago and was 
taken to the Henrotin hospital. His 
condition rapidly became worse and 
hope was given up Sunday, May 1. 

Born in Kansas,City he formed 
with Joe Sanders the Kansas City 
Nighthawks, one of the early radio 
bands, the partnership enduring to 
his death. The band made a na- 
tional reputation and while playing 
at the New Yorker hotel, New 
York, recently, the telegraph com- 
pany rana special wire to the hotel 
to care for the volume of messages 
sent in. 

Mr. Coon is survived by his wife 
and mother, both of whom were 
with him when‘he died. 


JULIA MELROSE SCMON 
Julia Melrose Semon, 63, of the 
former Melrose Sisters, vaude act, 
«7d May 3 after a long illness at 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
4 daughter of Joe Melrose, old- 
time vaudevillian, Juiia and her sis- 


IN FOND MEMORY OF 


CARL REITER 


Who Passed Away in Seattle, Wash 
April 23, 1932 


Zelda Santley 





ter, Adah, toured for many years as 
a song and dance team, She mar- 
1:0d Harry W. Scmon, for years con- 
tracting agent for the Barnum & 
Bailey circus and the Adam Fore- 
pauzh show. Her second husband 


was Edward F. Davis, theatrical 
manager and promoter, who died 


about 14 years ago. 

Three children. survive, Primrose 
and Marty Semon, of vaude, and Si 
Semon, advance man with the Ring- 
ling circus, also a brother, Louis J. 
Morton, with-the Shubert organiza- 
tion. Interment in Kalamazoo. 





J. 1. SOUTHARD 

J. Irving Southard, 70, veteran 
actor’ and for- the past 10 years 
assistant to, Henry.Chesterfield, of 
the N.V.A, died: May 8 at the 
French Hospital, New York, of can- 
cer. 

Seuthard’s stage experience, 














mostly in legit, extended 50 years, 
his first appearance having been as 
a boy in ‘The Black Crook in 1876. 
‘Man Who Came Back’ and Offi- 
cer 666’ were among the more re- 
cent plays in which he appeared. 


During his association with the 
N.V.A., Southard had actively en- 
gaged in social work among hos- 
pitals, prisons, sanitariums and 
other institutions. Southard was a 
member of the Grand St. Boys, | 
Federal Square Club, the Masonic 


order and the Federal Grand Jury 
Assn. He is survived by his widow, 
Nellie R. ‘Southard. Funeral ar- 


rangements had not been made up 
to yesteday afternoon (Monday). 


ROBERT V. DE BALBIRNIE 


Robert Vaux de _ Balbirnie, 51, 
who wrote under the name of Ivan 
Patrick Gore, died April 24 in Lon- 
don of a complication of internal 
troubles. Gore was actor, soldier, 
journalist, press agent, etc., and 
was for several years connected 


with the London office of ‘Variety,’ 
after which he joined the staff of 
‘The Stage,’ with which he was con- 
nected at the time of his death. 

Henry W. Waidman, 42, librarian 
and member of the Denver theatre, 
Denver, orchestra, died last week 
in that city. He was a member of 
the executive counsel of the Denver 
musicians’ union and past president 
of the union for nine years, 

Widow and son survive. 

Eva Benton, 58, actress, who had 
supported Robert B. Mantell and 
other stars, died in Bellevue hos- 
pital, May- 3.. Interment in Kensico 
cemetery. 








Hilda Clark Flower, 59, 
member of the Bostonians 
Co., died in Miami Beach, 
May 4. 


former 
Opera 
Fla.. 


William M. Beamish, 70, stage 
master mechanic, died May 7, in 
Yonkers, N, Y., of a heart attack, 

Wife of Harry Francis, of Eckert 
and Francis, died April 25. Inter- 
ment in Philadelphia, 


Phil M..Hacker, 69, musician and 
composer, died in Mémphis, May 3. 
Had written a number of songs. 

pe Se 

Jose Mardones, 63, Spanish opera 
singer, once with the Metropolitan, 
died in Madrid, May 3. 
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s€em okay but the checks started 
bank account. 


That office stated such money would go into the 
beneficial fund’ as heretofore, since the receivers wou'd not change the 
Some other houses have been able to keep open with pass 
money and therefore did not accept the League’s idea. 

reyenue law 
subject to.the same tax as applied to paid tickets. 





next season other leads are probable, 
Radio paid $60,000 for the picture rights to ‘Kingdom.’ 


Two. hoxoffice.men met a butcher in a thirst and. eatery nearby. He 
Was rather free with gifts of his wares, espeecially salami. 
thing of a spender they did not hesitate to cash three or four checks for 
Different signatures made the paper 
bouncing 
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3 Circuses Starting 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

Three new outfits are scheduled 
to take to the road playing Cali- 
| fornia, Arizona, Colorado and New 
Mexico. Outfits include the Rob- 
Circus, owned by Penn Par- 
the Foster 
which is Fos- 
and the 
Mex- 





|} inson 


ker acrobat; 
mainstay of 
High School Horses, 
Garcia Circus 


former 
Circus 
ter’s 
Latter is a 
family which will replace 
| Escalante Cireus playing the 

|} der towns. Escalantes are with the 
j 

i 

| 


ican 
bor- 
Barnes’ show this season 

Only other small circus playing 
here is the Covington show which 
has been in these parts for several 
years. The Henry and _ Schell 
Brothers troupes, which heretofore 
have been Coast outfits, are play- 
|ing the northwest. 

All are small family affairs and 
motorized with the exception of 
the Scheel show, which has three 
rings and travels with 35 trucks. 





Still Being Done 


Nashville, Tenn., May 9. 
| Word of the opening of the ‘Royal 
| Exposition Shows’ was given to 


local merchants a few days ago by 
a man, described as flashly dressed, 
with a ‘mouth full of gold teeth’ 


and calling himself advance man for | 


ithe troupe. 

In return for large orders, the 
‘advance man’ solicited advertise- 
ments to be placed on the Ferris 
wheel of the carnival. . Space was 
|_urchased ¢.nd paid for, according to 
Deputy Sheriffs C. A. Williams and 
'Lewis Hurt. 

| But there was no evidence of a 
carnival opening on the show lot at 
'Fifth and Jackson, and the last word 
|of the mysterious ‘advance man’ 
|indicated he.left Nashville, aban- 
|doning a rented automobile in a 
|dov. niown parking lot. 





Akron Bans Marathons 


Akron, O., May 9. 

City council this week passed a 
} resolution tabooing all dance mara- 
| thons in the future, 

Council received many complaints 
from citizens about the contest now 
jin progress claiming the partici- 
|pants were not dancers but pro- 
| fessionals brought in by a company 
|for the promotion. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





STAGE SHOWS, IF— 
3irmingham, May 9. 

Provided stagehands and musi- 
cians come to an agreement, indie 
vaudeville will go into the Empire, 
May 16. Shows will be booked out 
of Atlanta. 

House is owned by Birmingham 
| Theatrical Amusement Co., op- 
| erators of five houses downtown and 
| has never played stage shows. 


CIRCUSES 


Al G. Barnes 
May 11, Salem, Ore.; 12-14, Portland; 15, 
Vencouver, Wash, 
Barnett Bros. 
May 11, Auburn, Ind.; 12, Berne; 13, Van 








Wert, 0.; 14, St. Marys. 
__ Hagenbeck- Wallace 
May 9-11, Cincinnati, O.; 12, Chillicothe; 
F - . . :; 14, i » We’ Va.3 
Doubtful whether two of Broadway's current hits will reach the road | ie ecuees at Ghatieenn ak nL 
‘Animal Kingdom’ will end its run at the Empire late in| burg: 19, Marietta, O.; 20,. Wheeling, W. 
4 . "ys . ® "ee iv » & , < 
June and Leslie Howard, lead, will depart for the Coast to top in the | ¥#-: 7!, East, Liverpool, O.; 23, Cleveland. 
: } or we , Ringling-Barnum 
picture version to be done by Radio; Gilbert Miller has suggested a/ 4yga,y 9-14, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
quick tour in. the fall prior to the release of the film, but Howard doesn’t Selis-Floto 
May 11, Evansville, Ind.: 12, Blooming- 
;} tan; 13, Indianapolis; 14, Connersville; 15, 
Same applies to Edna Best and Herbert Marshall in ‘There’s Always | Dayton, ©. Seils-Sterli 
eva is : _ ; ‘ eils-Sterling 
Probably will end its engagement late in June. If it goes out Nias 56° Whasutenien, 28.1 34. decries, 











Being some- 


back, the man having no 


One of the boys is now wondering if it’s possible he had eaten $118 | 


Worth of salami, because if he did he’s even. 


‘Another Language,’ now at the Booth, New York, was kicked around 
for some time before it reached the boards. 
Said to have read the script and turned it down. It 


J. Beckhard to step in with it. 

Rose Franken, who wrote the 
reported well to do. 
one 


theat res, 


play, is 
She had previously written a children’s play and 
or two others said to have been tried out in the summer community 


Four or five managers are 
remained for Arthur 


married to a dentist and is 


Wiliam Gargan, legit actor who paid Gilbert Miller a rel 
0 ‘Rain’ for United Artists, had half the release 


tain’ Ga 


ine 


Cost each cbout $750. After ‘ 
vio Pictures’ ‘Animal Kingdom.’ 
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_--- 


Claim won. by Howard Inches, actor, against C 


be ne settled. About $800 involved 


ease¢ to £0 

amount paid by UA. 
rgan does his original part in Ra- | 
amberlain Brown is 


CARNIVALS 


(For week May 9-14, when not 
otherwise indicated) 
BRarkoot Bros., Toledo, O., 
[Rernardi, Des Moines, Ia. 
Bremer, Rochester, Minn, 19-28 
Capital, Northfield, Minn 
rafts, Berkeley, Cal., 16-21. 
Fleming. Harrisburg, IJ). 
iibbe, Harrisonville, Mo. 
t;olden Valley. Limon. Colo, 
‘;reat International, Philadelphia “Pa 
Greater Olga, Mounds, Hl., 16-21. 
Hoffner, Farmington, Il, 
Hughey Brose Chattanooga, Tenn 
Independent, Dunkirk, Ind. 
Isler, Manhattan, Kan 
Joyiand, Blackfoot, Idaho. 
Keystone. Fredericktown, Pa 
Krause, Greer, 5. C 
Landes, Topek: Kan. 
McMahon, Marysville, Kan. 
Midsummer. Springfield, Mass 
age Bluefield, W. Va 
Pearson. Effiilngham, I) 
Rock Cit Centralia, Ii 
Rubin & Cherry, Henderson, K 
~ tchewan, Perry Sound, Or Car 
lf * 
Shu t. Teport. Ter. 
«) anton, 11 
Southern Tier, Herne} | me End tt 
 g 16-21 
Spencer, Huntingdor Pa.; Bellefonte, 
s Bement, I) 
I ‘ Hi ensack, N. J, 
<a Detre M 
Weer south Bend, Ind 
Wolf 3st Minn 14-21 
Z ne N. J., 314-2 
L© 1 g¢ j r & 


Out on the Coast 


the | 
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ircus Openings 





DOWNIE BROS. 


May 4. 
of the 


Lexington, Ky., 
the management 


Under 
| Charles Sparks, 


| veteran 





| Brothers’ Circus this season stacks 
}up as a model truck show. Equip 
| ment on the lot and under the big 
|top gives the impression of a hig 
{class railroad circus. The problen 
of transportation has been so neatly 
| solved that the show carries such 
touches as ring curbs, folding chairs 
for the reserves, metal rail in front 
of the grandstand nd omplete 
electrical equipment 
Nearly 50 motor vehicles make up 
the caravan. Canvas covers are put 
| over the animal cages, floats and 
ticket wagons while in transport 
and as a result the cars present a 
fresh appearance when on parade. 
The largest truck carries the ele- 
phants and another the poles. A 
jump of 40 or 50 miles, about what 
the show will average, can be nego- 
tiated in two hours or less. Prin- 
cipal problem is moving on or off 
a muddy tot and there are times 


when the elephants have to work. 

Several of the performers have 
their own cars equipped with trail- 
ers which provide living quarters 
that are comfortable, even in stormy 
weather. 

The show itself has much in the 
way of showmanship and entertain- 
| ment. Seatured are the 


George 


Morales Family of aerialists and 
wire walkers. Buck Owens, film 
cowboy, does some trick riding and 
the concert is built around his ap- 
pearance. 

Opening, titled ‘Pageant of the 
Orient,’ has Harris as vocal soloist 
and: one of the Morales girls 
dancing on a platform atop one of 


the largest elephants. Five ele- 
phants and half a dozen camels, 
besides the show's horses in the 
spec, which is over as soon as the 


hippodrome track i. circled once. 


j Felix Morales and two members 
of his troupe present a comedy 
bounding act on a bed equipped 


with a net. Stunt closes with Felix 
doing 40 back somersaults while an 
attendant counts them out. Next 
comes a revival of the ‘tournament 
of leapers,’ featured in the oldtime 
circuses. Billy Pape gets a big 
hand on his graceful dive and 
somersaylt over the backs of five 
elephants. The stuf’ is brand new 
to present day circus fans. 
Performing elephants, one in each 
of the three rings, put through 
their routine by Misses Shuford, 
Mitzie and Harris. This is followed 
by the Walter Duo on the Roman 
rings: Lenhardt, Bossler and White, 
comedy acrobats, and the Larkin 
Duo, juggling gymnasts. Morales 
Family i; spotted next for foot 
slides by Pedro and Concha and a 
head slide by Feljx. Bareback 
riding by George Haverford, Isobel 
McCree and William Wallatt is of 
routine character. Swinging lad- 





ders next on the bill, with half a 
dozen smiling girls atop. Liberty 


horses trained by Merritt Bellew in 
the center. ring, flanked by military 
ponies in the ends offer the usual 
equine formations. 

Karl Larkin duo in the next niche 
in an acrobatic offering titled ‘Fur- 
niture Movers.’ Largest of the two 
men balances a couch, table and 
two or three chairs on his chin and 
climbs over a pyramid ladder. 
Frank Satario, hand balancer, and 
Miss Enos, dancing on a large 
sphere, presented as auxiliary acts 
with the Larkins. Military elephants 
worked by Larry. Davis and Ella 
Harris in a routine that seems 
above average. The bulls jog along 
without special urging and know 
the turn to perfection. 

Iron-jaw act introduced Morales 
|sisters and Misses Walters and Wil- 
son. Buck Owens and his. trick 
riders in a few dashes around the 
main track. Owens fell the first 
time he tried to crawl 
without dismounting. 
fell for it. 

Trained dogs worked by Miss 


The crowd 





' 
| 


,ily is 


} turn. 


Davis, a troupe led by Farmer Mer- 
ritt and another canine group 
drilled by Miss Leo Rocke occupy 
the three rings. Following is a 
trapeze offering by Miss Wilson, 
Van and Janie Walters and Miss 
Harris, Making their entrance in 
an automobile, the Hanneford Fam- 
spotted in the center ring. 
Riding of easily features the 
No somersaults were 
attempted. 

Morales 
spot, this 


George 


back 


back 
twin 


Family 
time on 


for another 
tight wires. 


| Whole family is skilled in balancing 


and the 
in satin 
ladies 
white 
trottted 


hurdle 


act is neatly dressed, men 
shirts and white flannels, 
glistening satin and 
High school 
but there 


with 
fur. 
out, 


was no 


the usual dance steps. Then perch 
acts by Mickey and Karl Larkin 
and Gene and Mary Enos, with the 


man as the top 
Morales spotted in 
single trapeze 
nplishes ai for 
the 


Theresa 
center ring on a 
on which she ac- 
ward somersault 
catching herself 
used. Act only 
mething seems 
the build-up. 


mounter, 


bar 
air, 
Net 
and s 


Closing spectacle is a colonial skit 


under horse | 
- HOrS€ | the home-town folks. 


Downie | 


, with George Washington as central 
| figure. Turn designed to be demon- 
stration in honor of Washington's 

| bicentennial. Does not seem to fit 
in the eircus motif. 

The staff comprises Charles 
Sparks, manager; Charles Katz, as- 
sistant manager: Clint Shuford, 
treasurer; Frank McGuire, legal 
adjuster; William Morga, press 
igent back; Irish Horan, advance; 
Fred Kilgore, contraeting agent: P, 
N. Branson, general agent; Clyde 
Willard, car manager; Gene Enos, 
equestrian director; Rodney Harris, 
bandmaster; Clyde Rogers, in 
charge of front doo William 
Wheeler, head usher: Clyde Beatty, 


Hanneford Family of riders and the | 





tickets. 


superintendent of 


SELLS-FLOTO CIRCUS 
ROUTED FOR SUNDAYS 


Canton, O., May 9. 

Sells-Floto performers are pro- 
testing over the show being routed 
so far without Sunday rest. 

Since the circus opened in Chie 
cago it has exhibited every Sunday, 
including St. Louis date, Dayton, 
at Forrest Park has been contracted 
for Sunday May 15 and now Mas- 
sillon, O., has been added to the 
Sunday list, for Sunday, May 22. 

Sells-Floto, is contracted for Cane 
ton Saturday May 21 and the fol- 
lowing day, Sunday, at Massillon, 
only eight miles west of here. Ex- 
ecutives of the circus ordered Mas- 
silon for the Sabbath, instead of 
moving on to Pittsburgh from Can- 


ton for the annual two-day en- 
gagement and loafing Sunday, per- 
formances in Pennsylvania being 
prohibited. 

Listing the show for the. two 
cities, only eight miles apart es- 
tablishes a record in the middle 


west for circus men 
here say. 

Gen. Jacob S. 
army fame, mayor 
a precedent when 
Sells-Floto Circus 
hib on Sunday, 


short jumps, 


Coxey, of Coxey’s 
of Massillon, set 
he’ granted the 
a permit to ex- 


‘Downie Circus Ctashes 





With Floto in Ohio 


Canton, O., May 9. 

Charles Sparks with his Downie 
Bros. motor shows is opposing 
Sells Floto plenty through eastern 
Ohio. 

Sparks outfit is routed fully ten 
days in advance of the Ringe 
ling-owned outfit and he is heading 
east at a fast clip to beat the big 
ones into New York State and New 
Sngland territory. 

Downie show plays Canton May 
10, with the Floto show coming in 
May 21, Sparks is in Akron just 
as far ahead of the Floto trick. 

This will be the first year for the 
Downie show in Akron or Canton, 
these being two of eo largest cities 
to be played by Sparks on the sea- 
son's route, it was said. Sparks, 
well known through this section, is 
first in of the year and is making 
a strong appeal in having retained 
the street parade, 





Mail Carrier’s Circus 


Red Creek, N. Y., May 9. 
' The only circus to winter in New 
York State, Snyder Brothers’ Circus 
and Wild West Show, opened the 
season here Saturday, showing at 
Red Creek airport for the benefit of 


Circus. is owned by Frank Snyder, 


| local rural mail carrier, who has se- 


| trucks. 





horses | 


jumping and nothing outside | 


cured 
with the outfit this season. Harry 
I’. Fredericks is manager, and Tex 
Chenette heads the cowboys. Red- 
skins are under Chief Running Elk, 

Outfit is motorized, using 20 
Crew totals 60. 


Could Have Stayed 


Boston, May 9. 
Ringling show, here last 
week at Madison Square Garden, 
was reported establishing a new 
high gross for the stand. 

Circus people claim the big top 
could have played three more days. 
Outfit moved to Brooklyn for its 
first date under canvas today (Mone 
day). 





The 


Thearle-ODuffield Auction 
: May 9. 
of the Thearle-Dufliek 
company were sold at 
in Hammond, Ind, 
They went for $9,000. 
items withheld from the 
the receivable 
office 


Cnicago 

Assets 
fireworks 
public auction 
last week. 

Only 
sale 


and the 


were 


accounts 


furniture. 
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LAUGHTER ALL THE WAY 
London’s Latest Brilliant Comedy Hit 


“PLEASURE CRUISE” 


AT THE 


APOLLO Theatre, LONDON 





This joyous affair introduces a situation which is entirely 
new in the modern theatre. Although almost dangerously 
risque, it is treated with such wit, charm and romance that 


the audience is at once intrigued, gripped, and held by it. 











“Success by new dramatist.” Morn- “A saucy _play.” Daily Mirror. 
ing Post. : 

“The audience grew happier and hap- 
pier as the play grew nicely naughtier.” 
Evening News. 


“Pleasure Cruise’. was triumphantly 
launched.” Reynolds. 


“Refreshing, always charming, very fun- 
ny, sometimes naughty.” Daily Express. “Extremely witty.” Morning Advertiser. 


“Decidedly risky, but highly diverting.” 


w“ ° ° o ‘ t . [ 
News of the World. Irresistibly funny.” Sunday Pictoria 


“Should provide a long, easy and “This ‘Pleasure Cruise’ should be a 
pleasant voyage.” Daily Telegraph. lengthy one.” Daily Sketch. | 








Presented By 


DANIEL MAYER COMPANY 


Grafton House, Golden Square, London, W. 1 


CABLES “KEYNOTE” LONDON 
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